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In The Senate of the United States, 

January ^8, 1905, 

Ordered^ That there be printed for the use of the Senate one thou- 
sand copies of Senate Document Three hundred and ninety-eîght, Fif ty- 
sixth Congress, relating to the American National Institute at Paris. 
Attest: 

Charles G. Bennett, Secretary. 
By H. M. Rose, Chief Clerh 



In THE Senate of the United States, 

February 18, 1905. 

Ordered, That the reprint of Senate Document Three hundred and 
ninety-eîght, Fifty-sixth Congress, first session, concerning the pro- 
posed American National Institute at Paris, shall include ait new^ mat- 
ter, so as to bring it up to date. 

Attest: Charles G. Bennett, Secretary. 

By H. M. Rose, Chief Clerk. 



In the Senate of the United States, 

February 10, 1909. 

Ordered, That one thousand additional copies of Senate Document 
One hundred and sixty-seven, Fifty-eighth Congress, third session, 
concerning the propoaed American National Institute at Paris, which 
shall include new matter, be printed for the use of the Senate. 
Attest: 

Charles B. Benneti% Secretary, 
By H. M. Rose, Chief Clerh 
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(PRIX DE PARIS.) 



PREFACE. 



True éducation, as any thoughtful mind knows, does not imply 
mère familiarity with the facts taught by the sciences and the arts, but 
inciudes ail things which furnish impulse toward what is true, good, 
and iust. 

We do not educate a man or woman by teaching them things they 
do not know, but by making them something more and better than 
they know how to call forth of themselves; by giving them the envi- 
ronment and opportunity to find themselves and the God-given talent 
and genius embodied in every soûl. Everything which calîs forth this 
power for good must be considered in the light of éducation. 

We hold that the time has come that a national institution should 
exist to hâve a guiding influence over such gif ts, because no such cen- 
sorship has been established. The présent manner of treating this tre- 
mendous force is such as to deprive it of any real educational value, 
and enlists it almost entirely in the service of avarice on the one hand and 
indifférence and haphazardness on the other, thereby producing a 
chaotic condition affecting the good of the gênerai public, and the well 
being of the student of science and the arts ail over the country. 

Realizing that the fundamental evil is a want of organized censor 
ship, and that in this United States such an institution, to succeed, must 
be carried out on national Unes — national pride — and built out of our 
own native talent and genius by fostering the best, and securing to 
the student that position and récognition such as Europe gives to their 
genius and talent. 

This alone will overcome the necessity of importing foreigners to 
point us the way and to contribute scholarships for the development of 
our country's genius on scholarships abroad. 

To accomplish this we hâve endeavored in the work of the Ameri- 
can National Institute to enlist the leaders of the nation of the central 
government at Washington to help centralize this great army of human 
beings who should not be deprived of their birthright, but fitted by 
educMion to develop the native genius and ennoble mankind— who 
are being dwarfed, starved, and degraded — for we must confess that 
the gifts of God are many, and he who seeks his livelihood outside his 
natural gifts is either a mediocrity or a failure; hence this great dis- 
content and this turmoil of poverty which millions are contributed 
yearly to foster. 

The gift of mre genius is a force ever struggling to express itself 
for good or ill. A man born with the gift of a true statesman could 
no more be at his best as a sculptor than could the sculptor or archi- 
tect be at his best as a statesman, and neither would make a financier 
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or leader of men in the financial world, as is proven every daj' by 
failures. 

The time has corne for beautifying Washington, our capital; but 
what will that beaut}^ bringwith iti for, withouta national university, 
a national conservatory, a national theater, a national gallery, outside 
of the limited time of Congress it will only attract for a day the teem- 
îng thousands of wealthy oitizens ail over thèse United States, who, 
after a day's admiration of their country's capital, will sail across the 
océan, seeking culture and the arts of Europe. Then why should we 
blâme the gifted student for doing the same thing, though thev may 
hâve to sacrifice (and is known), many times starve — even die — m this 
pursuit for development in so rich an atmosphère as Europe has to 
offer. They are only seeking success in their world, such as the finan- 
cier seeks in his world. 

We contend that the time has come for the Central Government as 
a center and head to take the lead — each State of the Union foUowing, 
either by private contribution or législation — establish a scholarship 
fund, to be given the prize student after compétition — thereb}^ creat- 
ing a center in each State of the Union from which the student may 
be enabled to become the master, who will then dévote themselves, and 
feel it an honor in so doing, to building up at the capital such institu- 
tions as every capital of Europe possesses. 

The prize student will take pride in carrj^ing out such a national 
work because the nation has donc something to make it possible to 
become a prize student, out of which will evolve the master. Such a 
scholarship gives the opportunity for the student to come in touch with 
the activities of the arts and sciences of the Old World, by which they 
may be enabled to learn how to transport to our country that atmos- 
phère only in which such institutions can live and rise to the best. 

The unavoidable conviction is at times forced upon every struggling 
student of thèse branches of éducation that talent and true industry are 
not the qualities which command financial success, but find themselves 
held in little esteem by the public; by this their own self-esteem is 
weakened, and the soil is prepared for the sowing of weaker thought, 
if not evil. At this hour of temptation a strong arm is needed, and 
what stronger arm shall we enlist than our Government? 

This is not an idea or theory, but a fact which has been abundantl}^ 
demonstrated in the work of the American National Institute, as is set 
forth in this public document, which should be read by eveiy mother 
and father in this great country; it is fiUed with the expression of the 
best biains of America, France, and of other European nations. 

M. Jules Cambon, the former ambassador from France to this 
country, at the unveiling of the Kochambeau monument at Washing- 
ton, spoke of the arts of his country with pride, and justly might ne 
do so. Nevertheless, his expression gives us, as a nation, food for 
thought, and the first is, when will an American ambassador speak of 
American arts in the présence of some fpreign nation? AU the world 
listens when our finance is the subject, but when the arts, no one. Are 
we to forever blush and suffer national humiliation, even in the faceof 
the superb talent that exists in this great country — largely dormant, or 
if at ail active inciting little or no attention — simply because our Gov- 
ernment has thus far neglected the high duty it owes its loyal citizens ? 

Shall our legislators find one excuse or another for not doing what 
their constituents ask of them? 
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Is there a man, woman, or child with the true American spirit who 
does not hope and pray that some day in the near future our repré- 
sentatives will respond to the universal cry of the people for national 
institutions in the arts and sciences ? 

Why should we, with our genius and vastwealth, fall behind ail Euro- 
pean nations, ail of whom pride themselves in national fostering of their 
talent and genius? They know that thèse God-given gifts are more 
like4y to be found in the peasant than in the rich or titled aristocracy; 
therefore they sustain higher class institutions in which the arts and 
sciences can be promulgated and finished. 

We, as individuals, amount to what we can make of ourselves — as a 
nation we represent that which demands the fuU respect among nations, 
so when we seek to take our place alongside our neighbors, who 
sustain the atmosphère which fosters in higher éducation, we must be 
fortified with something more than the endowment of some ptivate 
teacher or institution; we must tender the credentials of our nation. 
This, and this alone, will mean we hâve arrived at a national standard. 

The exodus of thousands of students every year to Europe, and 
especially to Paris — the center of activity in art and science — for 
instruction, prove that there is a fundamental principle lacking, and 
we see in the ditferent realization of the American National Institute 
in Paris, under national control, the only remedy for their condition. 

Students who go to Europe are at the most critical period of their 
livres — left without any supervision — and for this reason we attach very 

freat inàportance to the residential System of the American National 
nstitute — where the flag of our nation will float — where the student 
will not loose sight of being an American and become swallowed up 
by other nations, for life in a foreign university is very attractive to 
tfie American student, especially when that friendly nation supplies 
the financial means for their environments. 

This institute, through its well-planned organization, has for its 
object to direct and guide the student in that great city and by under- 
going first at home an examination, as will be provided by each 
btate tKrough compétition, there will be awarded to the best student a 
f ree scholarship for three years' study at the institute in Paris. 

The students will be called ^'prize students," or '^pensionnairs du 
Prix de Paris," as France calls their lauréate students of the Prix de 
Romeat the Villa Medicis at Rome. The fortunate prize winners will 
be able to receive ail the benefits of this organization in a national 
institute, over which our nation's flag will wave, well protected from 
ail temptations of a great metropolis. 

Af ter the three years' study in Paris a compétition will be organized 
for one year suppîementary scholarships of travel to other art centers 
of Europe, according to choice and usef ulness for the competitors. 

This organization will eradicate the evil of unwarranted experi- 
ments and keep many at home who will be better off and will not 
expose themselves to false illusions and déception or as a mère experi- 
ment or a pleasure trip to Paris, but a most profitable sojourn in that 
mecca of art, after having won the honor of being a prize student at 
home to go under the best auspices abroad. 

The real purpose of studying in Europe should be to afford the 
diligent student that breadth of culture which is only attainable by a 
résidence in foreign countries, and by the intercourse with themasters 
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of réputation of the Old World otherwise expressed they will find in 
European teaching additional éléments of strength and knowledge. 

Another fact that speaks for the utility of an institution like the 
proposed one is that Fans being so rich in institutions, in lectures of 
ail Kinds, the student who draws uç in his respective State of America 
the programme of his studies in Pans, comes to a standstill, embarrassed 
by the multiplicity of programmes he has before him. 

On the other hand, the différent schools and faculties of France 
hâve courses of a somewhat similar nature which do not replace each 
other, but which at first sight are not sufficiently distinct for the stu- 
dent to know how to choose between them. 

By the provision of a well-organized board of prof essors and a com- 
pétent jury in the American National Institute no mistake or delay is 
possible, once a student enters this establishment as a prize scholar. 

But it is not only for the study that we are anxious that our youth 
shall acquire perfection during a period of years at Paris, but also for 
what we might call " the aii; of life." 

The United States hâve realized in certain respects a marvelous prog- 
ress, a genius of invention prevails, and the spirit of enterpri»e, but 
they are carried away by the feverish activit}^ of an existence which 
leaves little or no place for méditation. 

Undoubtedly youth is always attracted to those who présent the élé- 
ments of arts and science with order and clearness, whose explorations 
dissipate ail haziness in the minds of the students, laying before them, 
not tne doubts and difficulties they passed through theraselves before 
finding out the truth, but the acquired resuit of the struggle, that cer- 
tainty which gives rest to the intelligence and forms a reîiable starting 
point for the work and initiative of new générations. Thèse are the 
essentially French merits which we fully appreciate. 

Our students hâve of ten neglected that inner life, which they need, 
however, in which to find a refuge f rom the daily round to commune 
with himself by being still. 

Nothing prédisposes the mind to thèse gênerai reflections like the 
artistic and historical surroundings of such an ancient country as 
France. Its history, in the cycle of centuries, has accumulated monu- 
ments and traditions which constitute an atmosphère whose vivifying 
influence no foreigner can resist." 

At the end of the eighteenth century, when the United States 
acquired her independence and commenced to organize her national 
life on a durable basis, it was with the help of 1 rance that this was 
accomplished, consequently we hâve old ties that legitimize a more 
intimate union between the two nations. 

We can not refrain from our recommendation for our youth to 
dévote themselves to the study of the French language and especially 
to those whose aspirations lead them to become sooner or later com- 
petitors for the Paris prize. 

We are quoting a word on this subject from Thomas Jefferson, one 
of the most revered Présidents of the United States: 

French is the language generally employée! in ail international communications. 
It has received the sacred deposit of human science in a larger measure than any other 
idiom living or dead. 

« Why hâve the Parisians such a keen perception of the beautiful? It is because 
they are brought up in a city abounding with galleries and art treasures, or, as a well- 
known writer expresses it, "The accumulated genius of âges." 
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When the time cornes that our lauréate students will live in the 
inrititute they will be well directed in their respective studies, but they 
will at the same time enjoy the life of the real Parisian population, 
and be enabled to discover many excellent qualities, such as are 
mostly i^nored by the traveling foreigner who onlv lives in luxurious 
hôtels while in Paris and often goes home with false impressions and 
préjudice against the French nation and their capital. Such will be 
the privilège of Qur prize students and the advantage over the aver- 
age stranger. Besides the many resources of the best instruction that 
Paris can aflford the student wiîl find in the American National Insti- 
tute many other valuable advantages, for instance, a well-stocked 
library, an art gallery with casts and pictures generously oflfered by 
the best masters of the day. Musicians will find gooa pianos and 
organs, and, what is most welcome to every diligent scholar, they will 
be able to study in a comf ortable room to themselves af ter the agita- 
tion and noise of the day. What benefaction lies in this solitary 
reflection everv scholar will understand. 

But it would be rather cruel, and perhaps even dangerous to isolate 
a large body of students f rom the warm cheeriness of hospitable homes 
without supplying right opportunities to develop and gratify the social 
being. 

To this end entertainments will be given under the direction of 
accredited teachers such as are chosen under the direction of the 
înstitute. 

At such entertainments the young students can give, outside of their 
regular lessons, proof of their ability for the benefit of others, and at 
the same time it will be an exercise for them. To be placed on the 
programme on such occasions will be the reward of excellency in their 
pursuits and will be a good incentive for ambitions students. 

In order to façilitate and encourage every branch of study the 
knowledge of the French language is absolutely necessary, and to this 
end French masters will be engaged to lead the conversation at the 
table and at the récréation hours in addition to the regular study of the 
French language. Further, twice a month meetings will be arranged 
to which French students shall be invited, who wiU be recommended 
by the rector of the University of Paris. 

Such an institute will not onlj'^ give us great artists, but also com- 
pétent teachers and a source of refinement and progress for future 
générations, whereby the}^ will be enabled to walk hand in hand with 
those of the classic old continent. 

There is no danger whatsoever that our students will lose their iden- 
tity and love for their native country. On the contrarv, they will 
learn to appreciate the United States for having generously provided 
means for the highest éducation, and they will bring home a multi- 
tude of éléments to elevate our countrj'^ and establish our nation's 
standard in supremacy in art, science, and literature, and thereb}^ 
create environments to enrich our country on parallel lines with our 
progress and wealth. 

Tne possibilities by foUowing the scholarship program hâve been 
f ully demonstrated during the tnree years' activity of the preliminary 
house at 50 avenue d'Iéna, ail of which results are the outgrowth of 
twelve years' study and effort on the part of Americans who hâve 
always received the most cordial seconding of their efforts f rom the 
officiais and people of France, as is shown by the accompanying 
public documents. 
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As an évidence of substantial interest in the work, the municipal 
council of the city of Paris has donated a site of groundfor the express 
purpose, as set forth by the accompanying documents of, founding 
the institute, which documents hâve been accepted, and are now on file 
at the State Department. The work was indorsed by Président 
McKinley, who, in his annual message to Congress, 1899, recommended 
the American National Institute. Président Roosevelt has given his 
approbation, and ail statesmen know it is a wise government that pro- 
tects and harvests the talent and genius of its people and does not 
permit God-given endowments to run to waste through neglect or par- 
simonious provisions to secure the greatest good to advance the talent 
and genius of home and country. 
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In the Senate of the United States, on January 27, 1904, Mr. Frye, 
Président pio tempore of the Senate, ihtrodueed a joint resolution to 
incorporate the American National Institute (Prix de Paris) at Paris, 
France, which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
The following bill was reported by the committee as a substitute for 
the joint resolution: 

AN ACT To incorporate the American National Institute (Prix de Paris) at Paris, France. 

Be xt enacted by the Senate and House of Représentatives of the United States of America 
in Congress ossembled^ That Chauncey M. Depew, Thomas Hunter, Count von Daur, 
John D. Crimmins, Thomas Hastings, J. Clarence Goodrich, Charles P. Gardiner, 
Candace Wheeler, Mary R. Callender, Caroline de Forest, John M. Carrere, Frederick 
Smedley, Sarah E. Henderson, Sarah E. Buckbee, and Matilda Smedley, ail of the 
city of New York, State of New York; and Joshua L. Chamberlain, State of Maine; 
and Henry Vignaud, of Paris, France, their associâtes and successors, are hereby 
created a body corporate and poli tic in the District of Columbia by the name of the 
American National Institute in Paris, France, with the right to implead and be 
impleaded, to adopt a constitution, by-laws, and corporate seal. 

The objects of this corporation are to construct a building in said city of Paris, 
and there to provide favorable conditions of surroundings and direction for American 
students, to be admitted under proper certificates of examinatîon of fitness by com- 
pétition, and to facilitate their studies and training in the arts and sciences, includ- 
mg architecture, sculpture, painting, applied design, music, dramatic art, literature, 
languages, scientific instruction, and research. 

Sec. 2. That said corporation is hereby empowered to acquire property, both real 
and Personal, by deed, lease, devise, subscription, purchase, gift, or by any other 
iawful means, in the United States and in France; and to take over, hold, and admin- 
ister ail the property of the American National Institute (Prix de Paris), a corpora- 
tion heretofore incorporated under the laws of the State of New York, including ail 
its scholarships, subscriptions, bequests, gifts, and pledges, and ground conceded by 
the municipality of the city of Paris, France, seal, and emblem. 

Sec. 3. Tnat the incorporators shall hâve power to add to their number and to fill 
any vacancy which may occur therein by reason of death, résignation, or disability. 

èEC. 4. That the corporation shall détermine the times and places of its meetings, 
and shall détermine the number, tenure, duties, and salaries of the officers, commit- 
tees, and agents of the corporation. 

Sec. 5. That said corporation may send annually a report to theSecretary of State, 
who shall communicate to Congress such portion thereof as he may deem of national 
interest and importance. 
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Pkt. $. That said corporation or board of régents may send each year to the Library 
of Corfifi'^ss, eubject to the approval of the Joint Committee on the Library of the 
two Houees of Congrees, or euch place as may be decided upon, such works of the 
«tudents of the institute as may be agreed upori between the jurors of the American 
National Institute and the board of régents as suitable for préservation and exhibition. 

Sec. 7. That ail gifts and bequests of money to the institute, unless otherwise 
directed by the donor, shall be invested in United States bonds, so far as may be 
consistent with the conditions of such gifts and bequests. 

Sec. 8. That any scholarship, donated or bequeathed, shall be applied to that 
branch of éducation speciôed by the donor. 

Passed the United States Senate April 18, 1904. 
Attest: 

Charles G. Bennett, Secretary. 
By H. M. Rose, Chief Clerk. 



In THE HousE OF BLepresentatives, April 19^ 190 Jf. 
Referred to the Committee on the Library. 



[ReiHArt No. 1018. Flfty-elghth Congresi, §eeond session.] 

Mr. Kean, f rom the Committee on Foreign Relations, submitted the 
following report (to accompany S. 4594). 

The Committee on Foreijjn Relations, to whom was referred the resolution (S. R. 
35) to incorporate the American National Institute (Prix de Paris) at Paris, France, 
hâve had the same under considération and report back a substitute (S. 4594) and 
recommend that it be passed. 

In the Fifty-seventh Congress a similar measure passed the Senate. 

Your committee beg leave to refer to Senate documents Nos. 121 and 126, Fifty- 
eighth Congress, second session, for further information upon this resolution. 



Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Shelby M. Cullom, of Illinois. John Kean, of New Jersey. 

William P. Frye, of Maine. John T. Morgan, of Alabama. 

Henry Cabot Lodge, of Massachusetts. Augustus 0. Bacon, of Georgia. 

Clarence D. Clark, of Wyoming. Hernando D. Money, of Mississippi. 

Joseph B. Foraker, of Oiiio. William A. Clark, of Montana. 

John C. Spooner, of Wisconsin. James B. McCreary, of Kentucky. 
Charles W. Fairbanks, of Indiana. 



Ilouse Committee on Foreign Relations, 
Robert R. Hitt, Chairman. 
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LETTER 

FROM 



THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 



TRANSMITTINQ 



A LETTEB, WITH INCLOSXJBES, IN BEQABB TO THE INCORPO- 
RATION OF THE AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITT7TE (PRIX DE 
PARIS) AT PARIS, FRANCE. 



December 22, 1904. 
The Hon. James T. McCleary, M. C, 

Okairinan Committee oii the Lihrary. 

Sir: By your letter of April 20, 1904, the Department was informed 
that the bill (S. 4594) incorporating an American National Instituteat 
Paris, had been referred by the House of Représentatives to your 
committee. In response to your request for the Department's obser- 
vations on the subject, my reply of the 21st of April showed the 
favorable attitude of this Department toward the measure. I beg to 
inclose copy of this correspondence for your convenient information. 

I am now in receipt of a letter, dated the 16th instant, f rom the 
incorporators of the proposed institute, informing me that the munic- 
ipal council of the city of Paris, on the 2d of December instant, took 
action granting a choice and ample site for the institute on the Champ- 
de-Mars, opposite the Trocadero, and providing that, in order to be 
available, the officiai acceptance by the institute must be made within 
one year. Copy of this communication is inclosed for the considéra- 
tion of vour conamittee. 

9 
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I particularly invite the attention of the committee to the condition 
that this gênerons grant shall be officially accepted within one year. 
Until the organizers of the institute are duly incorporated as a légal 
body they are not officially compétent to accept the site. 

I respectfully urge that early considération be given to the act of 
incorporation now pending before your committee. 

I hâve the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

John Hat. 



Department of State, 
Washington^ December 31, 1904. 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

ThelowŒy Washington^ D. C. 

Madam: I inclose for your information copy of a letter from the chairman of the 
Committee on the Library of the Hoase of Représentatives, stating that he will lay 
before the committee the letter of the incorporators of the American National Insti- 
tute at Paris, in regard to the offer of the municipal council of that city to donate a 
site for the institute. 

Mr. McCleary's attention was called to the length of time within which the offer 
might be accepted. 

I am, madam, your obedient servant, F. B. Loomis, 

Assistant Secretary, 



Committee on Appropriations, 

House of Représentatives, 
Washington, D. C, Deceniher 23, 1904. 
The Hon. John Ha y, 

Secretary of State. 

Sir: Your letter of yesterday, addressed to me as chairman of the Committee on 
the Library, relative to the bill for incorporating an American National Institute at 
Paris, France, is received. I note your référence to the information received by y ou 
from the incorporators of the proposed institute that the municipal council of the 
city of Paris took action on the 2d instant granting a "choice and ample site for the 
institute on the Champ-de-Mars," conditioned upon its acceptance by the institute 
"within one year" of the date of the grant. A copy of the letter of the incorpora- 
tors to you, relative to the matter, I find inclosed, as stated. 

In reply I would say that as soon as possible I shall bring your letter and the 
accompanying documents to the attention of the Committee on the Library. 
Respectfully, yours, . 

J. T. McCleary. 



28 East Forty-first Street, New York, ' 

December 16, 1904. 
Hon. John Hay, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: Appreciating highly and feeling deeply grateful to you for your interest 
hitherto shown in the National American Institute in Paris, France, we, the under- 
signed incorporators nominated in the bill for its establishment, beg leave to invoke 
your further good oflSces in its interest. 

The municipal council of the city of Paris, on the 2d instant, took action granting 
a choice and ample site to the institute, on the Champ-de-Mars directly opposite the 
Trocadero. In order to be available to the institute, the oflScial acceptance by the 
institute must be made within one year from the date of the grant. In view of the 
fact that certain sites in Paris hâve been held available for four years last past for 
this purpose, the period now fixed by the council for acceptance does not seem unrea- 
sonably short. It is so brief, however, that it is essential that the incorporation of 
the institute, by the two Houses of Congress be completed with ail possible 
promptness. 

We therefore most eamestly request you, if it be consistent with your views, that 
you will put us under increased obligations, by taking any action which will tend to 
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expedite the incorporation of the institute, and so facilitate the érection of a building 
on the site, as suggested in your letter to the United States Senate in March last. In 
this connection we beg leave to inclose herewith printed extracts from the Paris édi- 
tion of the New York Herald for December 4, 1904, and the Figaro of December 3, 
1904. Permit us to subscribe ourselves, with great respect and gratitude, 
Your obedient servants, 

John M. Carrehe. 

Thomas Hastings. 

John D. Crimmins. 

Thomas Hunter. 

Caroline de Forest. 

Mary Callender. 

Sarah Buckbee. 

Frederick G. Smedley. 

Matilda Smedley. 



UBTTEB FBOM THE SECBETABT OF STATE AND OTHEB. COBBE- 

SPONDENCE. 

State Department, Apriî^ly 1904- 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

2 lowa CircU, Washington^ D. C. 

Madam: For your information, and referring to previous correspondence, I take 
pleasure in inclosing copies of a letter from the chairman of the Committee on the 
i-ibrary of the House of Représentatives, and of this Department' s reply in regard 
to the passage of the pending bill for incorporation of the American National Insti- 
tute at Paris. 

I am, madam, your obedient servant, John Hay. 



Department of State, 
Washington, December 22 , 1904. 
John M. Carrere, Esq., and others. 

Incorporators of the National American Institute in Paris, 

28 East Forty-first Street, New York City. 

Gentlemen and Ladies: I hâve to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 16th 
instant, informing me of the action of the municipal council of the city of Paris 
in granting, on the 2d instant, a site to the National American Institute on the Champ 
de Mars, opposite the Trocadero, and with the provision that it be ofiScially accepted 
within one year. 

As the pending législation for the incorporation of the institute is before the Com- 
mittee on the Library of the House, I bave taken pleasure in sending that Commit- 
tee a copy of your letter, and other correspondence, urging that early considération 
be given to the bill of incorporation. I hâve also communicated copies of the cor- 
respondence to Hon. W. P. Frye for his information. 

I am, your obedient servant, John Hay. 



Carrere & Hastings, Architects, 

28 East Forty-first Street, 

Neiv York, December 23, 1904. 

M Y Dear Miss Smedley: I am sending you herewith a copy of a letter just 
received from Secretary Hay, which will interest you. 

With best wishes and the compliments of the season, I beg to remain 
Yours, very truly, 

John M. Carrere. 



Department of State, 

Washington, March 31, 1904. 
The Hon. William P. Frye, 

Président pro tein., United States Senate, 

Dear Mr. Senator: I am very glad to learn by your letter of the 29th that the 
success of the measure for incorporating the American National Institute at Paris 
seeins to be assured. 

S. Doc. 167, 58-3 2 
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The eubject has interested me very much. It seems to me nota mère experiment, 
but to rest already on practicai foundations and with sood prospect of further devel- 
ment, so as to be of great aid to the American art student, as well as most creditable 
to our national reputotion for enterprise in useful and effective directions. 

The signal generosity of the municipality of Paris in offerin^ a valuable site for 
this institute building deserves national récognition on our part in some substantial 
shape. The érection of a tastefui building, without loss of time, would be the most 
effective way of meeting the just expectations of the municipality. As soon as the 
resolution of incorporation becomes law, I shall send certined copy thereof to our 
ambassador at Paris and direct him to communicate it to the French Government 
and to lend his aid toward the final arrangements for taking over the site given by 
the city of Paris. 

I am, my dear Mr. Frye, very faithfully yours, John Hay. 



COMMITTEE ON THE LiBRARY, 

HousE OF Représentatives, United States, 

Washington y D. C, April 20, 1904. 
HoN. John Hay, 

Secretary of State, Washington, 

Sir: I inclose hère with a copy of S. 4594, to incorporate the American National 
Institute (Prix de Paris) at Paris, France. 

This bill passed the Senate on the 18th instant and has been sent to the House of 
Représentatives and referred to the Committee on the Library for considération. 

I note by the accompanying reports that the State Department has taken an active 
interest in the subject covered by this bill, and I should like to be advised if, in your 
judgment, there seems to be any spécial reason why this bill should pass the House 
of Représentatives at this session. 1 should be pleased to receive any observations 
or suggestions which you may deem proper to présent. 
V ery respectfuUy yours, 

J. T. McCleary, 
Chairman of the Committee on the Library, 



State Department, 
Washington, D. C, April 21, 1904. 
Hon. James T. McCleary, 

Chairman Committee on the Library, House of Représentatives. 

Sir: I am pleased to learn by your letter of yesterday that the bill incorporating 
the American National Institute at Paris has passed the Senate and been referred by 
the House of Représentatives to your committee for considération. I note your sug- 
gestion that you would be glad to receive any observation from this Department on 
the bill, and your inquiry whether, in my judgment, there is any spécial reason why 
it should pass the House of Représentatives this session. 

This Department has indorsed the movement for the incorporation of the Ameri- 
can National Institute at Paris and has favorably commended the project to the 
attention of Congress. In a letter to the Président pro tempore of the Senate dated 
February 28, 1903— 

**Thi8 Department has for a number of years taken much interest in the success of 
thid movement, designed to establish in Paris a nationaL institute for the study of the 
arts and sciences, which will at the same time afford a home for young American 
men and women students, surrounding them with the wholesome influence and moral 
protection so désirable in a great capital * * *. 

"Once set on a practicai footing, with appropriate récognition of its character by 
the Governments of the United States and France, the rapid development and enlarge- 
ment of its sphère of utility and protection may be expected with confidence. '* 

And in a later communication dated January 23, 1904, to Senator Frye, the Depart- 
ment said: 

"It is sincerely hoped that Congress during its présent session will recognize this 
meritorious project by the passage of a bill of the character of the inclosed." 

Four years hâve elapsed since the gênerons offer by the municipality of Paris of a 
valuable site for the institute building in the heart of the city. 

Favorable action on the pending raeasure without further delay would seem but a 
just récognition by this Government of the exceptionally gracions and distinguished 
act of the French municipality. 

I hâve the honor to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, John Hay. 
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Unitbd States Senatb, 
committeb on appropriations, 

Washingtorif AprU 7, 190£. 

Dear Senator Cullom: I had an interview yesterday with Miss Smedley, who is 
very much interested, as you know, in an American national instituteat Paris. She 
désires that an appropriation shall be made for the érection of a building there. 
Looking over the matter carefuUy, I find that there is no law whereby the Govern- 
ment is authorized to accept the real estate offered by the French Government or the 
city of Paris, on which such building is to be erected. Therefore there must be lég- 
islation on the subject before the Committee on Appropriations can take any action 
which shall be effective. I noticed that in the Fifty-sixth Congress, first session, the 
whole matter was considered by the Committee on Foreign Relations, or at least was 
referred to it, as shown by Executive Document No. 398. It seems to me that the 
plan is a valuable and meritorious one, but législation is required, and your commit- 
tee, or the Committee on Foreign Affairs in the House, will hâve to take the initiative. 
When the necessary législation shall hâve passed I shall be glad to cooperate with 
the friends of the measure in securing a proper appropriation for the construction of 
a building. 

Very truly, yours, W. B. Allison. 

Hon. Shelby M. Cullom, 

Chairman Committee on Foreign Relations^ 

United States Senate. 



Decbmber 11, 1897. 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

Van Dyck StudioSy 939 Eighth Avenue, New York Qity. 

Dear Madam: I am in receipt of yourletter of the 6th instant, inclosing circulars^ 
etc. ; also pétition which I hâve caused to be introduced in the House and referred 
to the proper committee. The matter shall receive attention. 

You say "I am not unmindful of your promise to give your interest and influ- 
ence to help secure for the American National Institute a part of the appropriation 
given by the Government ;to the Paris Exposition.'* I do not want you to be left 
under an erroneous impression. While the matter will receive, so far as I am con- 
cemed, considération, I am in no wise committed in the premises. 
With respects, etc., 

J. G. Cannon. 



[The New York Herald, Paris, Sunday, December 4, 1904.] 

MISS SMEDLEY LEAVES PARIS. 

Miss M. Smedley will sail to-day on the Moltke for America and will proceed to 
Washington, where she intends to call the attention of the Government to the offer 
of a site for an American National Institute made by the conseil municipal of Paris. 

Her brother-in-law, Herrvon Daur, hasreceived the following letter from M. Roger 
Lambelin, who presented her pétition to the conseil municipal: 

Cher Monsieur: J'ai regretté d'avoir manqué ce matin la visite de Miss Smedley 
et la vôtre, et j'ai maintenant le plaisir de vous informer que mon rapport a été adopté 
tout à l'heure par le conseil sans opposition. 

L'administration préfectorale est donc invitée à entrer en pourparlers avec vous 
sur les bases indiquées dans le projet de délibération qui forme la conclusion du 
rapport. 

Veuillez offrir mes respectueux hommages à Miss Smedley, qui pourra emporter 
aux Etats-Unis ce témoignage de sympathie de la ville de Paris, et agréez, cher 
monsieur, l'assurance de mes sentiments les plus distingués. 

Roger Lambelin. 



[The New York Herald, Paris, Sunday, January 22, 1905.] 

AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE. 

M. Henri von Daur, who has been in Paris for some weeks engaged in negotiations 
respecting the American National Institute, sailed yesterday for New York on the 
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Champagne. He is the bearer of important documents, and before his departure he 
received a letter from the State Department, Washington, which reads as loUows: 

Department op State, 
Washingtorty January 6, 1905, 
M. Henri von Daur, 

Secretary-Generalf American National Instituiez 24 avenue de Saxe^ Paris. 

Dear Mr. von Daur: I am in reçeipt of your very kind and extremely informing 
letter of December 25, which I hâve read with much interest. I congratulate you 
very heartily upon the successes which you hâve already won, and I feel assured that 
the main difficulties are now obviated. 

Very sincerely, yours, J. B. Loomis. 



[The Washington Po«t, Saturday, February 18, 1906.1 

AMERICAN NATIONAL IN8TIT0TE— PLOT OF GROUND GIVEN IN PARIS FOR THE BUILDINGS. 

Mr. Henri von Daur, delegate and secretary-general of the American National 
Institute, arrived from Paris two weeks ago, with credentials and the plan of a plot 
of ground valued at $100,000 (said document forwarded to him by Mr. Menant, 
director of municipal affairs, by authority of the prefect of the Seine, M. de Selves), 
whereupon to bulld the so much desired and needed institute. 

Mr. von Daur was received yesterday by Président Roosevelt, and bas had inter- 
views with the Secretary of State, Hon. Jolin Hay; with the French ambassador, 
M. Jusserand; Senators Frye, Allison, Kean, Cullom; Représentatives Hitt, Payne, 
McCleary, and other statesmen. Mr. von Daur, who is the brother-in-law of Miss 
Smedley, the founder of the American National Institute, is confident that the bill 
which is now before the House of Représentatives will be passed without fail this 
session. 

As this great Project bas already won the sympathy of a multitude of prominent 
citizens of the United States, the incorporators trust that steps will be taken to receive 
and take over the gift of ground that the municipal council of Paris, France, bas so 
generously voted, as shown by the document of concession, dated December 2, 1904 
(legalized by the ministry of foreign affairs in Paris and by the United States 
embassy), on the splendid report on the merits of the work by Mr. Roger Lambelin, 
member of the municipal council, under the presidency of Mr. Desplas; further, 
the $25,000 in scholar^hips, and other sums for the scholarship fund, as well as valu- 
ablegifts in paintings, statuary, and books of the greatest living artists and literati 
of France, pianos, organs, etc. 

The incorporators hope that a commission will be appointed by the Congress and 
the State Department to receive such gifts and give récognition in answer to such 
sympathy and generosity as bas never before been extended to any foreign nation by 
France. 

Mr. von Daur bas also with him testimonial letters from the great masters of 
France, minister of public instruction, and the director of beaux arts, Mr. Marcel, in 
which they ail promise their support and coopération toward the final organization 
of this institute for the American prize students. 



[The Evening Star, Washington, D. C, Monday, February 20, 1905.] 

ACTION PROBABLE— BILL TO INCORPORATE AMERICAN INSTITUTE IN PARIS — GROUND DONATED BY CITY 

GOVERNMENT— PROJECT INDOR8ED BY MANY PROMINENT CITIZENS. 

Action will probably be had at the présent session of Congress on the bill pending 
before the House Committee on the Library to incorporate the American National 
Institute in Paris, France. The measure, which was introduced last April, bas as its 
object the érection of a building in Paris and to provide favorable conditions of sur- 
roundings and direction for American students and to facilitate their studies and 
trainingin the arts and sciences, including architecture, sculpture, painting, applied 
design, music, dramatic art, literature, languages, scientific instruction and research. 

The list of incorporators contains the nanies of many distinguished persons, among 
them Chauncey M. Depew, Thomas Hunter, Count von Daur, John D. Crimmins, 
Thomas Hastings, J. Clarence Goodrich, Charles P. Gardiner, Candace Wheeler, 
Mary R. Callender, Caroline de Forest, John M. Cerrere, Frederick Smedley, Sarah 
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E. Henderson, Sarah E. Buckbee, and Matilda Smedley, of New York City; Joshua 
L. Chamberlain, of Maine, and Henry Vignaud, of Paris, France. 

The bill empowers the company to take over the property of the American National 
Institute, which has been already incorporated in New York. This property includes 
a plot of ground in Paris dedicated by the government of the city to the institute. 

The measure further pro vides that the institute may send annually a report to the 
Secretarjr of State, for transmittal to Congress, and may also send each year to the 
Congressional Library, subject to the approval of the Joint Committee on the Library 
of the two Houseç, such works of the students of the institute considered suitable for 
préservation and exhibition. 

AU gifts and bequests of money to the institute, it is provided, unless otherwise 
directed by the donor, shall be invested in United States bonds, and any scholar- 
ship donated or bequeathed shall be applied to that branch of éducation specified 
by the donor. 

URGBD BY STATE DEPARTMENT. 

The passage of the bill has been ôtrongly urged by Secretary of State Hav, who, in 
a letter on the subject, reviewed the plans and purposes of the institute and said that 
the State Department has for a number of years taken much interest in the success 
of the movement, designed to establish in Paris a national institute for the study of 
art which will at the same time afford a home for youi^g American men and women 
students, surrounding them with the wholesome influences and moral protection so 
désirable in a great capital. 

In a more récent letter to Congress Assistant Secretary of State Adee said: 

* * While occupying temporary quarters during the past three years, the institute 
has shown its capacity for good, both in its educational and in its moral sensé. It 
has enlisted sympathy in France as well as in the United States, and now holds 
important donations of money and valuable works of art toward its establishment 
and maintenance. A good workinç nucl^us for the necessary collections of paint- 
ings, statuary, and books already exists. Once set on a practical footing, with appro- 
priate récognition of its character by the Governments of the United States ana of 
France, the rapid development and enlargement of its sphère of utility and protec- 
tion may be expected with confidence.'* 

Mr. Adee*s letter closed with the statement that **it is sincerely hoped that Con- 
gress, during the présent session, will recognize this meritorious project by the pas- 
sage of the bill.'* 

GROUND VALUED AT $100,000. 

The arrivai in Washington from Paris two weeks aeo of Mr. Henri von Daur, dele- 
gate and secretary-general of the American National Institute, with a plan of the plot 
of ground, valued at $100,000, dedicated by the city of Paris on which to build the 
institute, has revived interest in the bill. 

Mr. von Daur was recèived the other day by Président Roosevelt, and has had 
interviews with Secretary of State Hay, the French ambassador, M. Jusserand; Sena- 
tors Frye, Allison, Kean, and CuUom; Représentatives Hitt, Payne, McCleary, and 
other members of both Houses. Mr. von Daur, who is the brother-in-law of Miss 
Smedley, the founder of the American National Institute, is confident that the bill 
which is now before the House of Représentatives will be passed without fail this 
session. 

As the project has enlisted the sympathies of many prominent citizens of the United 
States, the incorporators hâve reason to hope that steps will be taken at once to take 
over the gift of ground by the city of Paris. 

The incorporators want a commission appointed by Congress to receive gifts, such 
as the $25,000 in scholarships. 

Mr. von Daur has with him testimonial letters from the great masters of France, 
minister of public instruction and the director of beaux-arts, Mr. Marcel, in which 
they ail promise their support and coopération toward the final organization of this 
institute for the American prize students. 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 



IN RELATION TO 



THE PBOPOSED INCOBPORATIOK OF THE AMERICAN NATIONAI. 

INSTITX7TE (PRIX DE PARIS) AT PARIS. 



March 15, 1905. — Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations and ordered tb 

\ be printed. 



Department of State, 

Washington^ March 11^ 1905, 

Sir: On January 22, 1904, a letter was addressed to the Président 
pro tempore of the Senate by the Acting Secretary of State (copy 
attached), in regard to the proposed incorporation of the American 
National Institute (Prix de Paris) at Paris. 

At that time a bill for this purpose, which had been introduced as 
S. 7368 in the Fifty-seventh Congress, second session, and which had 
been passed by the Senate on February 28, 1903, had failed to obtain 
considération in the House of Représentatives. The Department had 
previously expressed its interest in the measure in the têrms quoted 
in the letter of January 22, 1904, and on this latter date took occasion 
to express the hope that the meritorious project might be recognized 
by the passage of a similar measure during the Fifty-eighth Congress. 

The same thing took place in the Fifty-eighth Congress. A bill 
similar to the former one was introduced and was passed by the Senate 
April 18, 1904. (S. 4594, 58th Cong., Ist sess.) It likewise failed to 
receive considération in the House of Représentatives, and died with 
the close of the Fifty-eighth Congress on March 4, 1905. 

16 
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In the meantime the efforts of the incorporators of the American 
National Institute in Paris had obtained from tlie niunicipality of the 
city of Paris a deBnite gratuitous option of a désirable site facing the 
Champs de Mars upon which to establish the institute. That option 
by its terms expires December 2, 1905, and is otherwise accompanied 
by conditions not contemplated in the bill which had passed the oenate 
eight months before. 

It is represented to me that the incorporators of the institute pro- 
pose to make f urther efforts with the municipality of Paris to obtain 
extension and necessary amendment of the option, and that the proba- 
bil ity of their succeeding in this would be increased if the measure 
for the incorporation of the institute were actually before the présent 
Fift^^-ninth Congress. 

In view of the interest heretofore shown in the project by this 
Department, and taking into account the gênerons action of the munici- 
pality of Paris in offering to contribute a valuable site toward its reali- 
zation, it seems not inappropriate to apprise you of the purpose and 
désire of the incorporators to keep the project aïive and to express a 
hope that some way may be found by which this can be done. 
I hâve the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

John Hay. 

Hon. Charles W. Fairbanks, 

Président United States Senate, 



Department of State, 

Washington^ Januai'y ^^, 190J^, 

Sir: I hâve the honor to submit herewith a copy of a letter from 
Miss Mathilda Smedley, with inclosures, looking to the incorporation 
of the American National Institute (Prix de Paris) at Paris, France. 

A bili for this purpose (S. 7368) was passed by the Senate on Feb- 
ruary 28, 1903, and I am informed was reported favorably to the 
House of Représentatives, where it failed of considération. 

In regard to this bill the Secretary of State, in a letter addressed to 
you, wrote: 

This Department has for a number of years taken much interest in the success of 
this niovement, designed to establish in Paris a national institute for the study of art, 
which will at the same time afford a home for young American men and women 
fitudents, surrounding them with the wholesome influences and moral protection so 
désirable in a great capital. 

By referring to Senate J)ocument No. 398, Fifty-sixth Congress, first session, you 
will find the purposes of the institute fully explained and a gratifying showing of the 
progress made toward its accomplishment. It has received the cordial support of 
the municipal administration of Paris, which has generously offered a lai'ge and 
valuable site, on renewable lease, at a nominal ground rent of 1 franc per annum, for 
the construction of the buildings of the institute. That document (No. 398) gives 
plots of the fourteen sites from which to make sélection. 

While occupying temporary quarters during the past three years the institute has 
shown its capacity for good both in its educational and in its moral sensé. It has 
enlisted sympathy in France as well as in the United States, and now holds impor- 
tant donations of money and valuable works of art toward its establishment and 
maintenance. A good working nucleus for the necessary collections of paintings, 
fitatuary, and books already exists. Once set on a practicâl footing, with appropriate 
récognition of its character by the Governments of the United States and of France, 
the rapid development and enlargement of its sphère of utility and protection may 
be expected with confidence. 
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It is sîncerely hoped that Congress during its présent session will 
recognize this meritorious project b}^ the passage of a bill of the 
eharacter inclosed. 

I hâve the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Alvey a. Adee, 

Acting Secretary, 
Hon. William P. Frye, 

Président pro tempore United States Seiiate, 

(Inclosures:) From Miss M. Smedley, December 18, 1903; January 
21, 1904; Senate Document No. 160, Fifty-seventh Congress, second 
session; S. 7368, Fifty-seventh Congress, second session. 



[From the Congrcssional Record, Wednesday, March 15, 1905.] 

AMERICAN NATIONAL IN8TITUTE AT PARIS, FRANCE. 

Mr. Frye. Mr. Président, I ask unanimous consent for leave to introduce a bill 
and hâve it read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. It is a 
bill touching the American National Institute at Paris. It passed the Senate and waa 
reported favorably in the House, but was not considered in that body. The city of 
Paris has made a gift of a fine site, costing $100,000, and I simply désire that the bill 
may be introduced and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, so they may 
know there that the matter is still alive. 

Mr. Teller. I do not désire to object, but I wish to ask the Senator from Maine 
why he requests unanimous consent to introduce a matter of this kind? 

Mr. Frye. Because it has not been called in regular order. 

Mr. Teller. Oh! 

The Vice- Président. Without objection, the bill will be introduced. 

Mr. Frye. In connection with it 1 présent certain papers, to be referred with the 
bill to the Committee on Foreign Relations and printed. 

The bill (S. J.) to incorporate the American National Institute (Prix de Paris) at 
Paris, France, was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, which 
were ordered to be printed, referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The Vice-President. In this connection the Chair lays before the Senate a letter 
from the Secretary of State, transmitting certain information relative to the incorpora- 
tion of the American National Institute at Paris, France. 

Mr. Frye. It should be printed and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

The Vice-President. The letter will be printed and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 



[From the Evening Star, Wednesday, March 15, 1905.] 

THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE AT PARIS. 

Senator Frye introduced a bill to-day to incorporate the American Institute at 
Paris. The bill, with a communication from the Secretary of State, was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. Mr. Frye stated that the object of intro- 
ducing the bill was to notify the persons intei-ested that the subject had not been 
allowed to die, but was before the Senate. 



[From the Washington Post, Friday, March 17, 1905.] 

./AMERICAN INSTITUTE IN PARIS — PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT THANKED FOR HIS INTEREST IN 

THE PROJECT. 

Président Roosevelt yesterday received the French ambassador, Mr. Jusserand, 
and Senator Chauncey M. Depew, who introduced Miss Matilda Smedley, the 
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gênerai, and Mr. Henri von Daur, secretary-geiieral of the American National 
dt>V3.t:e at Paris, France. Senatxjr Depow said it was very gratifying to know that 
Carovernment of France and the city of Paris had given such gênerons patronage 
*- - — meritorious work for the American students — notably the municipality of the 
Taris — having voted a plat of ground upon which to erect the buildings to be 
as the American National Institute. 
Ikc» IFrench ambassador expressed his pleasure and satisfaction to the Président of 
3LXxi.îted States for such interest and support in encouraging such a work, which 
wiL3oeived marked sympathy from France. Miss Smedley and Mr. von Daur 
Ml t. lift the Président for his patronage, to which the Président replied he would be 
l^^ô eee this project, which had ail his sympathies, soon become a fact. 
fe. "von Daur, the secretary-general, leaves for New York, where he will spend 
feta^ "vreeks before sailing fdr Europe. 







NTS SETTING FORTH THE GIFT OF GBOUND BY THE 
OIPAIi COUNCIL OF PARIS, FRANCE, ON WHICH TO ERECT 
AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE. 

Conseil Municipal de Paris, 
24 Avenue de Saxe, Paris, le Vendredi 6 soir. 

Décembre 2 1904- 

Monsieur: J*ai regretté d'avoir manqué ce matin la visite de Miss Smedley 

tre, et j'ai maintenant le plaisir de vous informer que mon rapport a été 

lisant tout à 1* heure par le conseil sans opposition. 

iCKiinistration préfectorale est donc invitée à entrer en pourparler avec vous 

Isases indiquées dans le projet de délibération qui forme la conclusion du 

J^lez offrir mes respectueux hoipmages à Miss Smedley qui pourra emporter aux 
»i8 ce témoignage de sympathie de la ville de Paris et agréer, cher monsieur, 
^ce de mes sentiments les plus distingués. 

Roger Lambelin, 
Président of the Fourth Commission. 
eur Henri von Daur, 

étaire Général de V Institut national américain. 



[Translation.] 

The Municipal Council of Paris, 

24 Avenue de Saxe, 
Paris, Decemher Si, 1904. 

Sir: I regret having missed yours and Miss Smedley's visit this morning 
tVe now the pleasure of informing y ou that my report has just been adopted 
Opposition by the council. 

^rninistration of the préfecture is in conséquence invited to confer with you 
l)asis indicated in the plan of the resolution which forms the conclusion of 



X 



^jy offer my respectful homage to Miss Smedley, who will be able to carry 
"to the United States this mark of sympathy from the city of Paris, 
oept, dear sir, the assurance of my most distinguished sentiments. 

^. Roger Lambelin, 

Président of the Fourth Commission. 
*:iîRi VON Daur, 
'<^^elary- General ofthe American National Institute. 
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that there be accorded to the American National Institute the concession, under a 
long lease, of a plat of ground in the city of Paris. 

This report has been'printed and distributed (No. 76 of 1904). 

Mr. Roger Lambelin, reporter. 

Gentlemen: By a pétition dated on the4thof July, 1903, Mr. Henri von Daur, secre- 
tary-general of the P. merican National Institute renewed his pétition to the city of 
Paris for a gratuitous concession of a tract of communal land upon which to erect 
an édifice. In this building there would be established, under the patronage of the 
United States Government, a school of arts and sciences distributing annual prizes 
(the Prix de Paris) by a System analogous to our French school in Rome. 

On two différent occasions the municipal council has been called upon to consider 
this request. 

By a resolution dated December 28, 1899, upon the report of Mr. Clairin, in the 
name of the fourth commission, the principle of a graut of land was admitted, and 
the administration was in^^ted to enter into negotiations with the founders of the 
American National Institute for the purpose of conceding to them upon a long and 
renewable lease, at an annual rental oi 1 franc, a site in the city of Paris for the 
construction of a building for the above-named institute. 

The administration held a conférence with the founders of the institute, who on 
their side solicited from the United States Government a donation of $250,000 to 
cover the expenses of constructinç a suitable building. 

But the municipal council, takmg into considération a proposition by Mr. Fortin 
and adopting the conclusions of Mr. Bussat, decided, on the 12th of July, 1900, that 
the resolution of the 28th of December, 1899, should be recalled. 

Being called upon a third time to pronounce upon this question, the fourth com- 
mission has made a profound study of the subject, takingas a basis the former reports 
of Messrs. Clairin and Bussat. 

New light has been thrown upon the question and new information has been fur- 
nished, enabling the commission to-day to propose to you a definite solution. 

Incorporated on the 9th of December, 1895, under the lans of the State of New 
York, the American National Institute was founded by an American lady of high 
intellectual culture. Miss Matilda Smedley. 

The principal object of this foundation is to procure for the youngmen and women 
of the Unitea States who are devoting themselves to studies in the varions arts and 
sciences the means for completing their studies in Paris under the instruction of the 
best French masters. 

From the time of its origin this initiative by Miss Smedley has met with warm 
sympathy on both sides the Atlantic. 

There was constituted in New York a committee of patronage (honorary commit- 
tee) designed to form an examining jury for the students. 

This committee comprises in its membership the présidents of the National Acad- 
emy of Design, and the American Association of Water Colorists, and the Metropol- 
itan School of Fine Arts, and the National Society of Sculpture, and the New York 
Society of Architects, etc. 

In France many eminent artists hâve promised to interest themselves personally 
in this work and to give courses of instruction and lectures upon ail subjects touch- 
ing upon sciences and arts and literature. 

But financial coopération is necessary to the completion of such an enterprise. 

Miss Smedley and her colleague, Mr. von Daur, hâve already found assistance. 

By a légal instrument dated December 15, 1898, Mrs. Walden Pell made a gift 
toward the foundation of the institute of $10,000 (50,000 francs) for a scholarsnip 
designed spécial ly for music. 

Another gift of a like sum was made to Miss Smedley by Mrs. James Jackson for 
a scholarship, who also promised to contribute to the foundation of the library. 

It is highly probable that when the projects undertaken by Miss Smedley and Mr. 
von Daur are on the way to realization there will be no lac^k of subscriptions for 
scholarships from individuals and from the varions States of the Union. 

The arguments developed by the report of the fourth commission in 1900 for the 
rejection of the pétition by the municipal council may be united under two heads, as 
follows: 

First. The American National Institute is a private enterprise offering no 
guaranties. 

Second. The city of Paris in granting a site for this institute would be laying a 
heavy burden upon its finances, and the sacrifice to which the city would hâve to 
consent may be estimated at 500,000 francs ($100,000). 

It is easy to reply to thèse objections. 
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First, the greater part of the public institutions in the United States — universities, 
hospitais, libraries, etc. — are due to private initiative, and the State or the States 
manifest their sympathy and esteem for thèse institutions by according them scholar- 
ships and subsidies. 

If the American National Institute had a purely commercial character, the Senate 
of the United States would surely not hâve incorporated and adopted, upon a second 
reading, the bill relative to îts foundation, which nill nécessitâtes permanent financial 
control. 

As to the moral guaranties offered by the initiators of this superior school of arts 
and sciences they are attested by letters and communications from Hon. John 
Hay, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs; from Hon. William P. Frye, Président 
pro tempore of the Senate; from Mr. Jules Cambon, ambassador from France to 
Washington, and from Mr. Henri Vignaud, first secretary of the United States 
embassy at Paris. 

It is proper to note that thèse documents and références were established in 1901-3, 
and consequently did not figure in the brief of the pétition when it waa reported to 
the council by our colleague Mr. Bussat. 

Then, as to the fact of conceding under certain conditions a tract of land belong- 
ing to the city of Paris, this does not necessarily imply a heavy burden upon our 
finances. 

If, after an understanding with the Government, an agreement be entered into 
through common interests, and we should authorize the American National Institute 
to erect its building on the border of the Champs de Mars, our sacrifice would not 
only be merely nominal, but we should by this same act increase the value of the 
land from which the conceded portion had been set apart. 

It is a matter understood that those to whom the concession should be made 
would be obliged to submit the plans for the projected structure to the supervision 
of our architectural authorities. 

There was a final argument presented in 1900, in order to avert the pétition. 

** A very heavy duty has to be paid upon works of art imported into the United 
States, therefore the means of irequenting the studios and of profiting by lessons 
from our masters in painting and sculpture should not be rendered easy to 
Americans." 

I decidedly admit the policy of reprisais in fiscal and industrial matters, but it 
seems to me the city of Paris should enlarge its horizon and elevate its thoughts 
when it becomes a question of dévotion to the superiority of French art, and of 
spreading abroad its luster. 

In concluding thèse various considérations, which do not require any lengthy devel- 
opment, we hâve the honor to submit to you the following resolution: 

The council, taking into considération the renewed pétition of the founders of the 
American National Institute, taking into considération the report of Mr. Roger 
Lambelin in the name of the fourth commission, résolves: 

Article 1. The administration is invited to enter into negotiations with the found- 
ers of the American National Institute for the purpose of conceding to them, under 
a renewable lease for a long term of years, at an annual rental of 1 franc, a plot of 
ground in the city of Paris, situàted preferably within the zone to be set off on the 
border of the Champ de Mars, for the construction of the building for the said 
institute. 

Art. 2. The plans of the proposed structure are to be subject to the approval of the 
architectural authorities of the city. 

Art. 3. The contract to be drawn up, which will be submitted to the council, will 
expressly stipulate that, in case the Government of the United States does not, within 
the space of one year, make a donation to the National American Institute of the sum 
of $250,000, then the concession granted by the city will be nuU and void. 

Thèse conclusions are adopted (1903, p. 1854). 



[Copy.] 



Conseil Municipal de Paris, 

Cabinet du Président, 
Paris f le 19 novembre 1904. 
Monsieur le Secrétaire-Général: Monsieur le président sera très heureux de 
vous recevoir ainsi que Mademoiselle Smedley lundi prochain (21 novemre ècour. ), 
à 2 heures de l'aprés midi, à son cabinet, à l'Hôtel de Ville. 
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Veuillez agréer Monsieur le Secrétaire-Général Tassurance de mes sentiments très 
distingués. 

Par le chef du cabinet du président du conseil municipal de Paris. 

Pierre Lece, Secrétaire particulier. 
Monsieur Henri von Daur, 

Secrétaire Général 
de V Institut National Américain^ 

24 Avenue de Saxe. 



[Translation.] 

Municipal Council op Paris, 

Office of the Président, 

Paris, November 19, 1904- 

Mr. Secretary-General: The président of the council will be very happy to 
receive you and Miss Smedley Monday next (November 21), at 2 o*clock p. m., at 
his office at the Hôtel de Ville. 

Accent, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurance of my greatest respect. 

Per the chief of the office of the président of the municipal council of Paris. 

Pierre Lece, Privaie Secretary. 
To Mr. Henri von Daur, 

Secretary-General of the 

American National Institute, 

ê4 Avenue de Saxe, Paris. 

Cabinet du Directeur, Hôtel de Ville, 

Paris, le 5 janvier 1905. 

Monsieur: S'il vous est possible de passer à mon cabinet, après demain samedi de 3 
à 5 heurs, j'aurais à vous entretenir de l'affaire concernant lUnstitut National 
Américain. 

Veuillez agréer, je vous pril, l'assurance de ma considération la plus distinguée. 

J. Bouvard. 
Monsieur Henri von Daur, 

Secrétaire Général de V Institut National Américain. 



[Translation.] 

Office of the Director, 

Hôtel de Ville (City Hall), 

Paris, January 5, 1905. 

M. Henri von Daur, 

Secretary- G ejieral of the American National Instituée, 24 Avenue de Saxe. 

Sir: If it is convenient for you I would be very pleaseii to hâve you call at niy 
office to-morrow (Saturday) from 3 to 5 p. m. 

I would like to confer with you in matters concerning the American National 
Institute. 
, Please to accept the assurance of my highest respect and (considération. 

T. Bouvard, 
Director of the Architectural Service of the City of Paris. 



In référence to the foregoing letter of Mr. Bouvard, director of the architectural 
service of the city of Paris, I called at his office at the Hôtel de Ville, January 6, and 
was graciously received by him, and directed to see Mr. Menant, director of the 
municipal affairs, in order to secure the map of the grounds granted upon which to 
erect the édifice of the American National Institute on the Champs de Mars, one of 
the healthiest locations of Pans (valued at least at 500,000 francs), which had his 
fuU approval. 

On date January 19, 1905, I received the plan as indicated by the inclosed map of 
said ground letter A, in blue, by authorization of the prefect of the Seine, M. de 
Salves, and sent by Mr. A. Menant, director of municipal affairs. 

Henri von Daur, 

Secretary-General of the American National Institute. 
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cards of congratulation in recognition op the favorable report op the 
municipal couxcil of paris, which 8ettled the question of «round upon 
which to construct the american national in8titute. 

December 2, 1904. 

Emile Combes, sénateur^ président du Conseil, ministre de Vintèrieur et des cvdtes. 

Abel Combarieu, secrétaire gémirai civil delà présidence de la République. 

Gen. Horace Porter, ambassador ofthe United States. 

.T. Chaumie, sénateur^ ministre d4i V instruction puhli([ue et des beaux-arts. 

Le Cardinal Richard, archer 'que de Paris. 

Louis Herbette, conseiller d^État. Souvenirs et souhaits bien sincères. 

J. Bouvard, director des services d* architecture , de» promenades et plantations, de la tx)irie 

et du plan de Paris. 
Jules Claretie, de l\i.cadémis Française, administrateur général de la Comédie Française, 
J. de Selves, préfet de la JSeine. 

E. BAUM(iART, administrateur de la Manufacture nationale de Sèires. 
George Desplas, avocat à la Cour d\ippel, président du Conseil municipal de Paris. 
J. PoiRY, vice président du 0)nseil municipal de Paris, conseiller général de la Seine. 
P. Lampue, vice président du Conseil général de la Seine, conseiller municipal de Paris. 
Auguste Autrand, secrétaire général de la Seine. 
Charles Risler, maire du VII arrondissement, membre des Conseils de surveillance, de 

Pa^istance publique et du Mont-du- Piété de Paris. 
Paul Escudier, avocat à la Cour d^ appel, ancien président du Conseil municipal de Paris 

conseiller général de la Seine. 
Le Comte de Suarez d'Aulan, ancien député, conseiller municipal de Paris, membre 

du Conseil général de la Seine. 
Louis Duval-Arnould, avocat à la Cour d^appel, docteur en croit, conseiller municipal. 
Maurice Quentin Bauchert, conseiller municipal de la ville de Paris, membre du 

Conseil général de la /^Wn^. 
Paul Ciiautard, conseiller municipal de Pans, conseiller général de la Seine. 
Alphonse Deville, avocat à la Cour W appel, membre du Conse'l municipal de Paris. 
César Caire, docteur en droit, avocat à la Cour d*appel, conseiller municipal de PariSy 

conseiller général a la Seine. 
Adrien Mithourd, conseiller municipal de Paris. 
Louis Dausset. 

Carolus Duran, de V Institut, directeur de V Académie de France à Rome. 
Fernand Cormon, de V Institut. 
Henri Poincare, membre de V Institut et du Bureau des longitudes, professeur à la 

Faculté des Sciences. 
Constant Moyaux, membre dl Institut, inspecteur général des bâtiments civils, professeur 

à V École nationales des beaux-arts. 
Mr. et Mme. Erneï^t Dubois. 
Jules I^e Febvre, membre de V Institut. 
Denys Puech. 

Ludovic Halévy, de V Académie Française. 
William Bououereau, membre de r Institut. 

Mr. et Mme. William Bouguereau. Avec nos remercîments et nos meilleurs voeux. 
Emile Vaudremer, membre de V Institut. 
Jules Lemaître, del V Académie Française. 
HipPOLVTE Le Febvre, statuaire. 
Gabriel Lippmann, membre de V Institut et du Bureau des longitude^*, professeur à la 

Faculté des sciences. 
E. Navkllier. 
Paul Boeswillwald, architecte, inspecteur général des monuments historiques, j^rofesseur 

à r École des beaux-arts. 
Le Dr. Paul Segoxd, professeur agrégé à la Faculté, chirurgien de la salpétrière, méde- 
cin principal de la compagnie du chemin de fer d' Orléans. 
Charles Richet, professeur à la Ftculté de médecine de Paris. 
Albert Blondel (Erard), /ac/^itr de pianos et de harpes. 
Axtony Ratier, avoué près le tribunal de la Seine, sénateur. 
Léon Melchissedec. 
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Secrétaire-Général, de l'Institut-Nation al- Américain, 

24 Avenue de Saxe^ PariSj le 15 Novembre^ 1900. 

TRANSLATED COPY OP THE ORIGINAL DECLARATION OP THE COMMITTEE OP PATRONAGE 
AND JURY OP THE AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE PRIX DE PARIS IN PARIS. 

We, the undersigned, having h periect knowledge of the aim and importance of 
the American National Institute (Prix de Paris) founded by Mies Matilcia Smedley, 
hâve conseiited to become members of the jury for the annual examinations for the 
Prix de Paris, in behalf of students of the United States of America already residing 
in Paris for study. 

Painting. — William Bouguereau, Jules Lefebvre, Jean Paul Laurens, Léon 

BONNAT, F. CORMON. 

Sculpture. — Bartholdi, Hippolyte Lefebvre, Denys Puech, Ernest Dubois, E 
Barrias. 

Architecture. — E. Vaudremer, C. Moyaux, Bouvard, Paul Bôeswillwald, T. L. 
Pascal, Louis Bernier. 

Music. — Massenet, J. Pierné, Theodor Dubois, A. Giraudet, T. Melchisedec. 

Dramatic art. — Jules Claretie, Jules Lemâitre, Ludovic Halévy, G. Ohnet. 

Literature. — Sully-Prudhomme, T. M. de Heredie, Maurice Albert, Gréard. 

Science. — Emile Picard, Dr. Paul Segond, H. Poincaré, G. Lippmann, Dr. 
Charles Bichet. 



[Translation.] 

Mayoralty of Luxembourg, 

Rue Bonaparte, 78, 
PariSf December 5, 1904. 

Mr. H. von Daur, 

Secretary-General ofthe ^^ National American Institute.^* 

Dear Sir: The municipal council of Paris has finally found the time to confirm 
the former délibération by which it accorded a plat of ground to the National 
American Institute for the purpose of constructing thereon its édifice for the arts 
and sciences. 

The new délibération, which is more definite, désignâtes as its object the granting, 
by préférence, a tract by the Champ de Mars; that is to say, in the western part of 
Pans, which is destined to become a center of élégance and fine buildings. 

Your patience and that of Miss Smedley thus receive their recompence. As I hâve 
been the witness and confidant of ail your efforts I can well testify that this success 
is due to your indefatigable persévérance. The ** Prix de Paris *' which has been so 
happily suggested by Miss Smedley is an arrangement as advantageous to the United 
States as it is honorable to France. I am certain that your work will meet with, 
among your compatriots, as well as hère, the enthusiastic réception which it deserves. 

Be kind enough to présent to Miss Smedley, with m y congratulations, the assur- 
ance of my profound respect, and receive for yourself, my dear sir, the assurance of 
iny sympathy and dévotion. 

Félix Herbet, 
Mayor of the VI A^rrondmementj 
Doctor of Lav^Sy Advocate before the Court of Appeals, 
Chevalier de la IJgion d^ Honneur ^ Officer of Public Instruction. 



Mairie du Luxembourg, 

Rue Bonaparte, 78. 
Paris j le 5 décembre 1904. 

Monsieur H. von Daur, 

Secrétaire général de V Institut national américain. 

Cher Monsieur: Le conseil municipal de Paris a enfin trouvé le temps de confirmer 
la délibération antérieure, par laquelle il accordait un terrain à T Institut national 
américain pour y construire son palais des beaux-arts. La délibération nouvelle, 
plus précise, désigne pour cet objet, de préférence, un terrain du Champ de Mars, 
c'est-à-dire de cette partie ouest de Paris destinée à devenir un centre d'élégance et 
de beaux édifices. 
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Votre patience et celle de Miss Smedley reçoivent ainsi leur récompense. Ck)mme 
j'ai été témoins et confident de toutes vos démarches, je puis bien assurer que ce suc- 
cès est dû à votre infati«ible persévérance. Le "Prix de Paris," tel que l'a si heus- 
reusement conçu Miss Smedley, est une institution aussi avantageuse aux États- 
Unis qu'honorable pour la France. Je suis certain que votre œuvre rencontrera 
parmi vos compatriotes, comme ici, l'accueil enthousiaste qu'elle mérite. 

Veuillez, je vous prie, faire agréer à Miss Smedley, avec toutes mes félicitations, 
l'hommage de mon profond respect, et recevoir pour vous, cher monsieur, l'assu- 
rance de mes sentiments bien sympatiques et dévoués. 

Félix Herbet, 
Maire du VI ^ arrondissement^ Docteur en droity avocat à la Cour d'appdj 

Chevalier de la Légion d* Honneur ^ officier de V Instruction publique. 



[Translation.] 

CouNciL OF State, 

PariSy December 4j 1904- 

Mr. Henri von Daub, 

Secretary- Général of the *^ American National Institute^^^ Paris. 

Sir: It is âges since I had the pleasure of seeing y ou and meeting with Miss Smed- 
ley. But you can well imagine now âge and poor health make many requirements, 
and I am not forg^etful and not indiffèrent. The interchanges of opinions and senti- 
ments upon the increaaingly désirable relations between France and America hâve 
certainly met with no change. The journey and the mission which I hâve just had 
in America hâve only servea to strengthen thèse opinions and sentiments. 

I know that the useful project which you were engaged in is dearer to you than 
ever. 

I beg you to présent my respectful homage to Miss Smedley who is devoted to that 
work. 

With expressions of the most cordial regard, 
I am, yours, 

L. Herbette, Councilor of State, 



Conseil d'État, 
PariSj le 4 décembre 1904, 

Monsieur Henri von Daur, 

Secrétaire général de V Institut national américain^ Paris. 

Monsieur: Il y a des siècles que je n'ai eu le plaisir de vous voir et de me trouver 
avec Miss Smedley. Mais vous devinez bien que si je suis dévoré par des besognes 
multiples, que l'âge et la santé ne facilitent pas toujours; je ne suis ni un oublieux, ni 
un indifférent. Les opinions et les sentiments que j'échangeais sur les relations 
croissantes désirables entre Français et Américains n'ont certes pas changés. Le 
voyage et la mission que je viens de faire en Amérique n'ont pu que les fortifier. Je 
sais que les projets si utiles dont il fallait suivre le préparation vous sont plus chers 
que jamais, ainsi qu'à Miss Smedley. 

En retombant dans l'agitation de Paris, je tiens à vous prier de présenter mes 
respectueux hommages, avec tous mes vœux, que je vous demande d'accepter aussi 
avec l'expression cordiale de mes sentiments les plus distingués. 

L. Herbette, Conseiller d^ Etat, 



[From the American Register, Paris, March 12, 1905.] 
THE END OF THE GALERIE DES MACHINES — AN AMERICAN PALACE TO BE BUILT. 

The Galerie des Machines, where the agricultural show is going to be opened in a 
few days, is irrevocably condemned. Its disappearance is now only a question of a 
few months. It has just been decided that no more concessions will be granted by 
the board of architects after June 25, when they will commence to tear down the 
building. The last occupant will be the Congress of Millers. Parisians will miss 
this souvenir of the exposition of 1889, which has seen so many fêtes and expositions, 
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but its démolition is necessary on account of the project which the city has in view 
in regard to the Champ de Mars. One of the corners of the Champ de Mars, now 
occupièd by the galerie, will give way to the American Palace, similar to the French 
Bchool at Rome. The young artists of the United States, sent by their Government, 
will study the masterpieces of art belonging to France in this American Palace. 



BOGT7MENT BEIiATING TO THE AMEBICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE 

AT PARIS, FRANGE. 

[Senate Document No. 121, Fifty-eighth Congress, second session.] 

January 25, 1904. 
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations and ordered to be printed. 



Department op State, 
Washington^ January 23^ 1904- 

Sir: I hâve the honor to submit herewith a copy of a letter from Miss Matilda 
Smedley, with inclosures, looking to the incorporation of the American National 
Institute (Prix de Paris) at Paris, France. 

A bill for this purpose (S. 7368) was passed by the Senate on February 28, 1903, 
and I am informed was reported favorably to the House of Représentatives, where 
it failed of considération. 

In regard to this bill the Secretary of State, in a letter addressed to y ou, wrote: 

" This Department has for a numoer of years taken much interestin the success of 
this movement, designed to establish in Paris a national institute for the study of art, 
which will at the same time afford a home for young American men and women 
students, surrounding them with the wholesome influences and moral protection so 
désirable in a great capital. 

"By referring to Senate Document No. 398, Fifty-sixth Congress, first session, you 
will find the purposesof the institute fully explained and a gratifying showingof the 
progress made toward its accomplishment. It has received the cordial support of the 
municipal administration of Paris, which has generously offered a large and valuable 
site on renewable lease at a nominal çround rent of 1 franc per annum for the con- 
struction oi the buildings of the institute. That document (No. 398) gives plots of 
the 14 sites from which to make sélection. 

** While occupying temporary quarters during the past three years, the institute has 
shown its capacity for good, both in its educational and in its moral sensé. It has 
enlisted sympathy in France as well as in the United States, and now holds important 
donations of money and valuable works of art toward ita establishment and mainte- 
nance. A good working nucleus for the necessary collections of paintings, statuary, 
and books already existe. Once set on a practical footing, with appropriate récogni- 
tion of ite character by the Grovemmente of the United States and of France, the rapid 
development and enlargement of ite sphère of utility and protection may be expected 
with confidence." 

It 18 sincerely hoped that Congres, during ite présent session, will recognize this 
meritorious project by the passage of a bill of the character inclosed. 
I hâve the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Alvey a. Adee, 

Acting Secretary. 

Hon. William P. Frye, 

Président pro tenipore United States Senate. 



2 XOWA CiRCLE, 

Washington^ D. C, January êl^ 1904. 

Dbar Sir: I inclose you several papers recently received, which set forth the 
prc^ress of the work of the American National Institute at Paris. You will please 
notice that there is nothing further to be done in Paris, that the success or failure 
dépends upon the Congress of the United States. The municipal council of the city 
of Paris is ready to make décision regarding the location of ground which was donated 

8. Doc. 167, 58-3 ^3 
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several years ago, and Document 398 sets forth maps from which we are to make 
sélection. You will notice in reading over the letter o£ Henry von Daur, the secie- 
tary of the work, they await our décision. A bill to incorporate this work paceed 
the Senate and was reported to the House last session, and we bave been assured of 
its full récognition at this présent session. 

It would seem from this question being agitated by so many influential people the 
time had come. Among those who are greatly interested is Consul-General Gowdy, 
at Paris, in his récent letter to Senator Frye. 

The Department of State having given us support, we beg the continuance of the 
same in any direction which may hasten the aecision of Congress. 
Yours, very sincerely, 

Matilda Smedley, 

FouTider- General, 
Hon. John Hay, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D, C. 

P. S. — May I add, if necessary the Fédération of Arts and Science throughout the 
United States will send delegates to présent the cause to the committee which may 
be appointed by Congress to receive them. 

M. S. 



[Frédéric Crowninshield, président; Herbert Adams, yice-preeident; Francis C. Jones, treararer 
Henry Rutgers Marshall, secretary, 3 West Twenty-nlnth street, New York.] 

The Fine Arts Fédération of New York, 

£1S West Fifty-seventh Street. 
National Academy of Design. 

New York Chapter of the American Institute of Architecte. 
American Water Color Society. 
Society of American Artists. 
The Architectural League of New York. 
American Fine Arts Society. 
Municipal Art Society of New York. 
Society of Beaux-Arts Architects. 
National Sculpture Society. 
The Mural Painters. 
New York Water Color Club. 



PoRTLAND, Me., April^O, 1904. ' 
Matilda Smedley, 

Founder and Director- G enercU American National Institute. 

Dear Miss Smedley: I bave y our folios. Why does this matter of passing bill to 
incorporate the institute go so hard with our Congressmen? I made a great effort to 
find you when last in New York, about a month ago. 
With regards, 

JoBHUA L. Chamberlain. 



PETITION SIGNED BT ONE HUNDBED STT7DENTS, FOBWARDED 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, THEODO&E 
BOOSEVELT. 

NOVEMBER 29, 1901. 

Miss Matilda Smedley, 

Founder and Director- General ofthe American National Institute, 

Paris, France: 

We, the undersigned American students studying in Paris, désire to express our 
full appréciation of your efforts and unselfish dévotion for eight years to eetablish 
the American National Institute (Prix de Paris), and we sincerely hope that the 
students securing scholarships, after winning the prizes, as well as' those benefited 
in a less substantial way, will feel that they owe something to the country that pro- 
vided such opportunities for them. 

We know that the French nation, through its highest and l>e8t représentatives in 
the arts and lettersj bas given its warmest support to this work in the most unselfish 
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and gênerons manner. We hope that this generosity will soon be acknowledged by 
onr ôovemment through an action of Congress as a fitting answer. 

The French Government bas shown its mendliness to the United States in many 
ways, but it seems to us that no act of generosity will redound to so much good to 
our country as this last magnificent gift of a building site for the American National 
Institute. 

A few years ago the French Government presented to our country the Statue of 
Liberty, and our Government lost no time in appropriating the money for a fitting 
pedestal. This time the French Government has given the pedestal, and it remains 
for our country to help the students and the statue, of which the building is but the 
b^innin^. 

In considération of our inexhaustible resources in industry and commerce, accom- 
panied by our immense national wealth, there can be no doubt of the resuit of this 
pétition tic) our Président, Mr. Théodore Roosevelt. 

We b^ of you, Miss Smedley, to forward this exjjression to Washington, addressed 
to the President of the United States, and through him we hope the proper authorities 
will give tiieir earliest attention to our humble pétition. 



Name of student. 



F.P.Schall 

£. £. Hogeboom . . 

S.J.Whelan 

J. J. Stevens 

Geo. W. Schneider 

G.J.Perrett 

Antonio Sterba 

G.FiankMuller... 
E. S. Summers ..... 
Florence G. Bell.., 

WardBrown 

George T. Porter. . . 

CW.Buckhan 

H.8.Rice 

F.A.Gendrot , 

Hans Schnler 

D.Garretson 

A.E.Radford 

D. W. Hmni 
Mr.Barthold. 

E.T.Ter8ter 

B.McArthur 

GahfeaBrandt 

H. A. Buelere 

A. I. Abemerthy 

A.Proelloch8 

J. F. Kanfman , 

Béatrice Baxter , 

EllenD.Stuart 

Mrs. Annetto A. Riddell . 

Adalene B. Hunt 

Oorwln Knapp Linson 

Hy8.Wat8on 



Where studied. 



Ghicaeo Art Institute 

Philadelphia Academy 

Rhode Island School of Design 

Pratt Institute 

Art Institute 

do 

Chicago Art Academy 

Munich Royal Academy 

Pratt Institute 



Annice Prickett Linson . . . 
Louise Eugénie Frulsett. . . 
William Théodore Peters. . 

William H. Cotton 

Wm.W.Riddell 

Alpheu8P.Ck>le 

Glenn Madison Brown 

S.A.Sweet 

Edward F. Lulcesh 

U. M. Hartshom 

F. Kaufman 

Ernest Leitholf 

Scott C. Canbee 

Albert Meyman 

J. Maxwell Miller 

W.R.John8 

Mihiam H. Kevorkian 

F.W.Coleman 

Charles Bittinger 

Robert T. McKee 

P.A.Sawyer 

John H.Alger 

Olivia Blanchard 

Thérèse P. B. Coles 

Mrs. John Thomton Wood. 
H. P. Van Wgeenen 



Art Institute, Chicago 

Normal Art 

New York 

Boston 

Normal Art School 

Maryland Institute 

Art League and National Academy, New York 

University of Chicago 

Art Institute, Chicago 

New York Academy of Design 

Paris 

Cincinnati Art Academy 

Paris 

Art Institute, Chicago 

Cincinnati 

New York 

Ecole Nationale des Beaux Arts, Paris 

Boston Art Muséum 

Paris and Dresden 

Art Institute, Chicago 

Sjrracuse University 

Paris Ecole des Beaux Arts 

Philadelphia and Paris , 



Cooper Institute, New York; Paris. 

do 

Brooklyn 

Cowles Art School, Boston 

Chicago Art Institute 

Paris 

Art Students' League 

Paris 

Art Students' League, New York. . . 

Paris 

Carnée Institute 

do 

Providence, R. I 

Holyoke 

Baltimore 

Pittsburg 

Philadelphia, Pa 

Paris 

Paris and New York 

San Francisco 

Corcoran School of Art 

Art Academy 

Dowell School of Design 

New Orléans 

Philadelphia 

Washinrton, D. C 

Rye, nTy., U. 8 



United States address. 



Chicago, 111. 
Aubum, N. Y. 
Providence, R. I. 
Cedar Falls, lowa. 
Syene, Wis. 
Chicago, 111. 

Do. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Chicago, 111. 
Denver, Colo. 
Boston, Mass. 
Burlington, Vt. 
Boston, Mass. 

Do. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Buflealo,N.Y. 
Chicago, 111. 
Elkhom,Wis. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Rochester, N. Y. 
Port Gibson, Miss. 
Chicago. 

Do. 
Arkansas. 
Pittsburg, Pa. 
Richmond.Va. 
Denver, Colo. 
Staunton, Va. 
Chicago, m. 
Oneida, N. Y. 
New York City. 
The Players' Club, New 

York. 
New York City. 
Rheims, France. 
Long Island, N. Y. 
Newport, R. I. 
Chicago, m. 
Jersey City. 
Washington, D. C. 
New York City. 
Akron, Ohio. 
New York, N. Y. 
Pittsburg, Pa. 

Do. 
Providence, R. I. 
Holyoke, Mass. 
Baltimore, Md. 
PittsbuMT, Pa. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
New Yorx City. 
Washington, D. C. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Washington, D. C. 
Chicago, m. 
Boston, Mass. 
Paris. 

Do. 
Washington, D. C. 
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Name of stLlent. 


Where studied. 


United States addresB. 


Alice S. McDwaine 


Paris 




Isabel G. Macllwaine 


do 




R.E. Williams 


do 


Califomia. 


0. L. Linde 


do 


Chicago, 111. 
Do. 


£phra Vogelsang 


Chicago. 111 


Alice M. Prince 


Paris 


Do. 


Anita de Leftwich-Dodge . 


do 


Virginia. 
Califomia. 


Cora M. Lane 


Los Angeles, Cal 


M. de Leftwich-Dodge 


Aue de Wagian 


Paris. Va. 


Helen Braden 


Los Anareles. Cal 


Montezuma. Iow&. 


Mrs. A. T. Lane 


Waterloo. lowa 




Joséphine C. Locke 


Chicago, 111 




Eliza beth Knadsen 


do 




Howard C. Eifsrer 


Paris 


Allegheny, Pa, 
Washington. 
New Orip^ns. Ta. 


Abbot Lowooa 


do 


Olivia Blanchard 


do 


E. J. Holtsbecher 


do 


Philadelphia. 
Chicago. 
Do. 


Lucie Hatrach 


do 


Clarence Dickinson 


do 


Eleanor Weare Pearson . . . 


do 


New York. 


Florence A. Carpenter .... 


do 


Kansas City. 
Louifiville, Ky. 
New Orléans. La. 


Lucv Darby 


do 


H. Wyer 


do 


Helen Morris Richards 


Germany and Paris 


Newark. N. J. 


Alice B. G. Morris 


Munich 


Do. 


Francis R. Abbott 


Paris and Philadelphia 


Philadelphia. Pa. 
Chicago, 111. 
Do. 


Alice Rohde 


Paris 


Sarah P. Rohde 


do 









Closed May 9, 1901. 

Received by Miss Smedley August, 1901. 

Forwarded to Président Roosevelt January, 1902. 

Ambassade dbs États-Unis, 

Pardsj le 18 Décembre 190S. 

Dear Miss Smedley: It is with much pleasure that I hâve read the new doca* 
mente which you hâve sent me relative to the American National Institute Prix de 
Paris, and I congratulate you as well as the members of the board of trustées on hav- 
ing conducted this matter to the point where its success is assured. Those who, like 
myself, désire to see their compatriots profit more extensively by the artistic, lit- 
erary, and scientific culture which can only be found in France, will be deeply 
grateful to you. 

In the United States, as you know, there is one gênerai voice of approval and 
encouragement for your enterprise. 

The letter of Senator Frye, Président of the Senate; that of Mr. Hay, the Secretary 
of State; that of Mr. Adee, the under Secretary of State, as well as the flattering 
note which Président Roosevelt wrote in your golden book, ail testify to this fact. 

It is now the duty of our French friends to show that they take the sàme interest 
that we do in the success of this institution. Now is the time for this. Tell them 
before you leave, and say to Mr. Von Daur, the zealous and disinterested gênerai 
secretary of the institute, that he raust repeat it to them during your absence, which 
1 hope will be a short one. My best wishes accompany you. 

I beg you to believe, dear Miss Smedley, in the smcerity of your devoted servant» 

Henry Vignaud, 
First Secretary ofthe United States Emhassy at Paru, 
Mlle. Matilda Smedley, 

Fondatrice et Directrice de V American National InstUvAe, Paris. 
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A PARTIAL LIST OF NAME8 OF PERSON8 SUPPORTING THE INCORPORA- 
TION OF THE AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE AT PARIS, FRANCE. 



Théodore Boosevelt. 

Right Rev. Bishop Potter. 

Horace Porter, ambassador to France. 

John K. Gowdy, United States consul at 

Paris. 
Levi P. Morton. 
Richard Watson Gilder. 
Colin Armstrong. 
Cardinal Gibbons. 
Archbisbop Ireland. 
Charles P. Gardner, président New Eng- 

land Conservatory. 
Alvey A. Adee. 
John H av. 
Wra. H. Taft. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Cary Agassiz, président 

Radcliffe Collège. 
George W. Chadwick, director New Eng- 

land Conservatory. 
James L. Whitney, librarian Boston 

Public Library. 
Rev. Dr. Burrell. 
Edward T. Robinson, director Muséum 

Fine Arts, Boston. 
Rev. Dr. Van Dyck. 
Mme. Etta Edwards, Boston. 
Cari Smith. 
A. M. Hume, Boston. 
J. C. Goodrich. 
Ex-Govemor Larrabee. 
M. Knoedler. 
Mrs. A. M. Coleman. 
Frederick G. Smedley. 
Mrs. Jackson. 

Charles N. Wood, consul-general, Rome. 
Thomas M. A. Burke, bishop of Albany. 
W. L. Whitney. 
Flora Adams Darling. 
Thomas Allen, A. N. A., S. A. A., chair- 

man school council. Muséum of Fine 

Arts, Boston. 
Mr. W. H. Mooney. 
Alexander Steinart, Boston. 
Jules Cambon, ex-ambassador to the 

United States. 
Mr. J. J. Jusserand, ambassador of France, 

Washington, D. C. 
F. Delmas, de L'Opira. 
John S. Wise. 

P. R. Uhler, Peabody Institute. 
Alexander C. Morgan. 
E. Vaudremer. 
T. L. Pascal. 
Jules Lemaitre. 
Rev. Dr. Faunce. 

Dr. Baker, Georgetown University. 
L. H. Kauffmann. 
Louis C. Tiffany. 
Senator Hawley. 

Richard Norton, archseologist, Rome. 
Cardinal RampoUa. 
Mrs. W. Taylor. 
Mrs. Angie King Hicks. 
Louis CoepEuay, de L'Opira. 
Théodore Stanton. 



Maurice Grau. 
C. M. Rubens. 
Edward Laugerbach. 
Paul Boeusuellwald. 
Jean Paul Laurens. 
Sully Prudhomme. 
Mrs. A. M. Coleman. 
A. Mattany. 
W. D. Smedley. 
Mrs. M. C. La Duc. 
Mrs. W. A. Henderson. 
Madame La Countess von Daur. 
J. W. Smedley. 
Mary Clémentine Smedley. 
Gustave Gottheil, rabbi of Temple Em- 
manuel. 
M. A. Corrigan, archbishop of New York. 
Archbishop Farley. 
Capt. H. Spliedt. 
Adfa May Benzing. 
Mr. Metz. 

C. H. Kintermann. 
Senator Cotzmosesan. 
M. F. Lobrugen. 

J. H. F. Bouffard, D. D. 

Rev. D. Z. Waterbury. 

Mr. Warren H. Thompson. 

Edgar Goodspeed. 

Mr. Sol B. Solomon. 

Ethel Holbrook Perkins. 

Lola B. Brown. 

Geo. L. Brown. 

J. C. Knecht. 

2iora Weaver. 

Robert Newton Shaw. 

Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Henckel. 

Mrs. Wm. Harcourt. 

Mr. Hughson Hawley. 

Mr. Hakey. 

Mrs. Harriman. 

Irving Hazen. 

Mrs. Laurence Hutton. 

Mr. Hayes. 

Claude Raguet Hirst. 

Mrs. Otto Heirety. 

Miss Helen Howe. 

Mrs. Learitt Hawe. 

M. et Madame Adolf Haffner. 

D. S. Hammond. 
Stella Heilbum. 
Count Henri. 
Elizabeth Hartmann. 
Jennie Hunter. 
Frances Gilman Howard. 
Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Hinkel. 
Alice Fisher Harcourt. 
Mrs. L. W. Holcomb. 
John W. Harrington. 

H. L. Hogwet, 

J. Scott Hartlev. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Henderson. 

Anna Bulkeley Hills. 

William A. Houghton. 

Emiline M. Holbrook. 

Mr. J. M. Hoy, 
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Jamee G. Howard. 

Anne £. Houston. 

Mrs. Havens and daoghters. 

Henry Hemcourt. 

H. W. Hardon. 

Emile A. Huber. 

Estelle Howe. 

Mrs. Emeline Kinney. 

Misses Kendall. 

Mrs. Clarence V. Kip. 

Sara A. Lande. 

Alex. Lambert, New York Conservatory 
of Music. 

Mrs. Seth Low. 

Ida H. Layard. 

Louise B. Lindeke. 

E. W. Leyster. 

Lydia G. Laurence. 

Mr. Lyamon. 

Herbert LewVf Metropolitan School of 
Fine Arts. 

Mrs. La Duc. 

Mrs. F. Kaiser. 

Athalie Clarie Kayne. 

Roland Knoedler. 

Paul Kauffmann. 

Jessie L. Knight. 

G. A. Kendrick, principal of Yassar Col- 
lège. 

Edith C. Kom. 

John P. Kom. 

Julia N. Kent. 

Laura Celestine Kinley. 

Mary L. Kelley. 

Ida Lurig Klann. 

J. Henry McKinley. 



Miu-y KoÛock. 
A. Eugène Klirby. 
Louise Hogeman. 
Maud Ingram. 

E. W. Irvin. 

Sir Henry Irving. 

Van Ingen, Vassar Collège. 

H. J. de Psory Ingram. 

F. von Inton. 
Antranig T. Ishkatian. 
Mrs. Conrad Jameson. 
Mr. Robert Jameson. 
Caroline Jenkins. 
Eastman Johnson. 
Emma C. K. Jack. 
Théodore L. Jabine. 
F. H. Jacobs. 
Joseph Jefferson, actor. 
Elizabeth Johnson, M. B. 
H. M. Jackson. 
Theodor L. Jabine. 

Mrs. Richard Lacy. 

Miss Blanche Larrible. 

Mrs. Dr. J. W. Lyon. 

F. J. Lomis. 

Warren F. Leeland. 

Chas. F. McKim, architect. 

Mrs. D. J. Mercure. 

Mr. Edward Mitchell. 

Mrs. Woolsey Mitchell. 

Wm. Mitchell. 

S. 8. Murray. 

J. Francis Murphy. 

Katherine Smith Middletown. 

Geo. W. Moynard. 



40 East Sixty-eiqhth Strbbt, New York, April W, 1904, 
Miss Matilda Smedlet, 

Founder and Director-Oeneral American National InstUute, 

Dbar Miss Smedlby: I inclose you a rough copy of a letter I hâve mailed to tbe 
folio wing Congressmen: Mr. Cockran, Mr. Sulzer, Mr. Fitzgerald, and Mr. Sullivan. 

Truly, yours, John D. Cbihiuns. 

[Copy.] 



Deab Congbessman 



I hâve an intimate acquaintance with Senate bill Na 



4594, **to incorporate the American National Institutê at Paris, France." 

It is a most worthy cause, and will be creditable to our country when the estab- 
lishment is completed. 

A month a£0 m Paris I visited American friends, and was advised that a nuinber 
of American ladies look after American students, particularly the girls, and that one 
good woman, from her own purse, recently paid the expenses of six girls home. 
■ Présent conditions in Paris in relation to American students, particularly girls, are 
most regrettable, and the dangers they are exposed to are a menace to tneir moral 
welfare. But still they come — not so much from the cities, like New York, but from 
the country districts. 

They hâve probably manifested some signs of talent, measured by the standard of the 
people among whom they live, and with the consent of fond and proud parents they go 
to Paris to study the arts, as it were, but a small percentage never get beyond a picture 
gallery. Thèse young people are unacquainted with the languï^ or habits of Paris. 

By the enactment of this bill it is the purpose of the association, in the establish- 
ment of the institutê, to protect and advise the aspiring young man and woman who 
go to Paris to study in the varions arts. The purposes hâve many merits besides 
thèse, which I should not care to disclose in a letter. I hope you will favor this bill, 
which I commend to you most sinoerely, and aid its passage by your vote. 

Faithfully, yours, John D. Cbihminb, New York. 
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Dear Miss Sm^lby: You are to be oongratolated. I think it is wonderful what 
you bave accomplished, and if the nation does build that institution, posterity — to 
the judgment day — wiii call you blessed. 

E. Seillïere. 

March 23, 1905. 



Paris, March SO, 1905. 

Dbar Miss Smbdley: I am in receipt of your note and documents. In reply beg to 
say that you are at liberty to use my name as one of the incorporators of the Ameri- 
can National Institute in Paris. 

Lbvi p. Mohton. 



à4 AMERICAN NATIONAL INMlTtTE. 

Consulate-General op THE United States op America, 

S6 Avenue de V Opéra, Paris, December B, 1904' 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

^4 A venue de Saxe^ Paris. 

Dear Miss Smedley: I am very glad to learn that you hâve so much encourage- 
ment with référence to the establishment of an American National Institute in the 
city of Paris. 

It is unnecessary for me to repeat the very many reasons why an institution of 
this kind should be erected in Pans and managed and controlled by our Government 
authoritv. It is certainly encoiiraging to realize that your long service in this regard 
is now abolit to be rewarded by the American Government in authorizing a National 
Ediicational Institute in Paris. 

There are many reasons why such an institution would also be of lasting benefit 
to the very many American students who come to Europe, and especially to Paris, 
to obtain advanced ideas in higher éducation. There is no doubt but what the 
désire to come abroad is on the increase with young American students, and for this 
reason a national institute, properly mana^ed and controlled by Government author- 
ity, will be a guarantee for honest, intelligent, and industrious students for proper 
protection while abroad. 

With sincère congratulations and hoping for your success in this good work, 
I am, very respectfully, yours, 

John K. Gowdy, 
American Consul-Oeneral, 



[From the New York Herald, Paris, Sunday, March 12, 1905.] 

AN AMERICAN GIRL RESCUED FROM A HOPELESS STATE BY THE LETTER COLUMN — MR. 
.T. K. GOWDY's TRIBUTK — R 
P. K. CLARKE, AND OTHERS. 



.T. K. GOWDY's TRIBUTK — RESULT OP GENEROSITY OP MRS. HOPP, DOCTOR GROS, MR. 



To the Editor of the Herald: 

I am glad to say that the * 'American girl," who was mentioned in your columns 
some weeks ago as being very ill and unable to care for herself, either physically or 
financially, is now on her way to America in charge of a* compétent nurse and will 
be properly cared for until she reaches her home in Illinois. 

Much crédit is due to the Herald for the publicity given to this sad case, request- 
ing subscriptions to aid the young lady. Mrs. HoÔ, Doctor Gros, Mr. F. K. Clarke, 
and others liberally responded to the call. Thanks to thèse kind-hearted Americans, 
ail expenses hâve been paid, and not a penny wasted. 

I gladly take this opportunity to testify to the gênerons support given by the 
Herald in ail cases of distress in Paris. It is timely help, for scarcely a day passes 
without appeals being made to the consulate by American citizens in distress. 
Unfortunately there is no fund placed by the Government in a consul' s hands for 
the assistance of ordinary citizens in distress. 

John K. Gowdy, 

American Consul, 

Paris, March 11^ 1905, 
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Ambassade des Etats-Unis, 

18 Avenue Kleber, 
PariSf September 6, 1901, 
His Excellency Robert McCormick, 

TJmJità States AmbassadoTy Vienna. 

My Dear Ambassador: Permit me to introduce to you the bearer of thèse lines, 
Mr. von Daur, who is secretary-general of the American National Institute of this 
city, an institution in which we ail take interest and of which he is one of the 
founders. 

1 commend him to your officiai courtesy and remain, 
Most respectfully, yours, 

Henry Vignaud, 
First Secretary of the United States Emhassy^ Paris. 



Légation of the United States of America, 

Vienna, Ausiriay am 4' October 1901. 

Euer Hochwohlgeboren: Hiermit beehre ich mich euer Hochwohlgeboren in dem 
Ueberbringer dièses Schreibens Herrn Henri von Daur, General-Sekretar des **Ameri- 
kanischen National Institutes" in Paris bestens vorzustellen. 

Das "Amerikanische National Institut" in Paris wird fur die Vereinigten Staaten 
von Amerika dieselbe Rolle erfûllen, wie der ** Prix de Rom " f iir die in Rom weilen- 
den Franzôsen, d. h. den Studenten welche nach Ablegung eines rigorôsen Exa- 
mens ein Stipendium fur 3 Jahre erhalten, ist es unter gewissen Bedingungen auch 
freigestellt emen Theil ihrer zeit in Europa zuzubringen und andere Kunst Institute 
zu besuchen. 

Herr von Daur wird euer Hochwohlgeboren bitten die Gûte zu haben solchen Stu- 
denten welche eventuell nach Wien kommen werden um wàhrend einer bestimmten 
Zeit etwa eines Jahres zur Vervollstandigung ihrer Studien daselbst zu verweilen 
ihre geneigte Protection und Leitung angeaeihen lassen zu woUen. 

Die Gesandtschaft beehrt sich jedes gutige Entgegenkommen welches euer Hoch- 
wolgeboren den Herrn von Daur in dieser A ngelegenheit erweisen mogen im voraus 
ihren verbindlichsten Dank auszusprechen. 

Genehmigen euer Hochwohlgeboren den Ausdruck meiner vorzûglichsten Hoch- 
achtung. 

Gezeichnet Robert S. McCormick, 

Gesandter der Vereinigten Staaten von America in Wien, 

Seiner Hochwolhlgeboren Herrn Professor Ritter Carl von Zumbusch, 

Rector der K, K, Akademie der Bildenden Kûnste, Wien. 



LETTERS of introduction of his excellency RORERT m'cORMICK, UNITED STATES 

ambassador to austria, vienna. 

Sr. Hochwohlgeboren Herrn Professor Ritter Carl von Zumbusch befor Rector der 
K. K. Akademie der bildenden Kùnste. 

Sr. Hochwohlgeboren Herrn Professor Hellmer, derzeit Rector der K. K. Ada- 
demie der bildenden Kûnste. 

Sr. Hochwohlgeboren Herrn Ritter von Perger, Director des Conservatoriums fur 
Musick und darstellende Kunst der Gesellschaft der Miisickfreunde in Wien. 

Sr. Hochwohlgeboren Herrn Jacob Schipper, K. K. Hofrath und Rector der K. K. 
Universitat in Wien. 

Sr. Hochwohlgeboren Herrn Sections Chef von Stadler, K. K. Ministerium fur 
Cultus und Unterricht. 

Sr. Hochwohlgeboren Herrn voii Wiener, K. K. Hofrath, Réfèrent des Sections 
Chefs von Stadler Conservatorium. 

Sr. Hochwolgeboren Herrn Joseph Carabacek, K. K. Hofrath und Director der 
K. K. Hof-Bibliothek. 
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WiEN, 8. Dezember 1901. 
Hochwerehrter HiiR Gensral Sekretar: 

Herm Sections Chef von Stadler habe ich von ihrer Mission benacthrichtigt, er 
wird sich freuen wenn sie ihm Morgen zwischen 10 und 12 Uhr mit einetn Besuche 
beehren (Ministerium fur Kultus und Unterricht, 1 Minoritenplatz 7). 

In der Akademie der bildenden Kûnste, 1 Schiilerplatz 3, habe ich sie ebenfall, 
angekûndigt. Da der jetzige Rector Professor Helimer nich stiindig im Hause ist 
bitte ich sich an den SekreSir der Akademie Kegierungsrath Lott zu wenden. 

Mit coUegialem G russe, ganz ergebenst, 

C. V. ZUMBUSCH. 

Sr. HocnwoHLGEBOREN Herrn Henri von Daur, 

General'Seketàr des Amerikanischen Inslitutes in Paris. 



Seeretariat der Kaiserlich Kônig lichen Akademie der bildenden Kûnste, 

Wien, 14. October 1901. 

Sehr Geehrter Herr: Ich erlaube mir Ihnen hôflichst mitzutheilen, dass der 
derderzeitige Rector Akademie, Herr Professor Helimer, sehr erfreut sein wûrde, 
wean sie ihm am Mittwoch den 16 d. M. zwischen 10 and 12 Uhr in seinem 
Akademie- Atelier (Schiilerplatz 3) die Ehre ihres Besuches erweisen wollten. 
Ihr Hochachtungsvoll Ergebener, 

LoTT, K. K. Regierungarath, 

8b. Hochwohlgeboren Herrn Henri von Daur, 

General Sekreiàer des Amerikanischen National Insiitutes in Paris 



PROPOSED AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE AT PARIS. 



[S. Doc. No. 398, FiXty-sixth Ck>ngrefls, first session.] 

Tïie Senate and Home of RepresentcUivcs: 

I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of State in regard to the propoeed 
American National Institute at Paris, to be erected on ground to be donated by the 
bovemmentof France, and to be free from taxation. 

William McKinley. 

Executive Mansion, May 2Sy 1900. 



Po the Président: 

I transmit herewith, with a view to its submission to Congress, shoiild you deem 
that course proper, copy of a letter of March 28, 1900, with its several accompani- 
ments, from Miss Matilda Smedley, founder and director-general, in regard to the 
proposed American National Institute at Paris. On this point Miss Smedley says: 

'*I need only remark that the French Government not only lias granted a valuable 
site on which to erect suitable buildings in the city of Paris for the purpose indi- 
cated, but that it has made it possible that such a structure, as you hâve so worthily 
stated, *to serve in commémoration of the part taken by this country in this great 
enterprise, as an American National Institute for our country men resorting to Paris 
for study,' shall remain fore ver free from taxation." 

It will be found by further référence to Miss Smedley 's letter that an appropriation 
of $250,000 is desired with which to erect a suitable building on the site to be selected. 
Bespectfully submitted, 

John Hay. 

Dbpabtment op State, 

WashingUm, May 22, 1900, 



Washington, March 28, 1900, 

Sir: I hâve the honor to lay before you, knowing your interest in the subject, a 
letter I bave addressed to the Président in regard to the American National Institute 
at Paris. 

I should personally appreciate whatever you may be able to do toward inducing 
the Président to submit my letter to Congress in accordance with my suggestion, 
with such recommendation as he may feel the subject merits. 
Thanking you very kindly for your interest and attention in the matter, I am, 
Very truly, yours, 

Matilda Smedley. 
Hon. John Hay, 

Secretary of Staie. 



Washington, D. C, March 28, 1900. 
To the Président dp the United States: 

It will be recalled that in your message to Congress of December 5, 1899, you made 
use of the folio wing language: 

"The United States Government building is approaching completion, and no effort 
will be spared to make it worthy, in beauty of arcnitectural plan and in completeness 
of display, to represent our nation. It has been suggested that a permanent build- 
ing 01 similar or appropriate design be erected on a convenient site, already given by 

37 
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the municipality, near the exposition grounds, to serve in commémoration of the part 
taken by this country in this great enterprise, as an American National Institute, for 
our country men resorting to Paris for study." 

As you know, for years I hâve been deeply interested in a scheme known as the 
American National Inetitute (Prix de Paris). The aim of this institute is to procure 
for the young men and women of the United States advantage of finishinc in France 
their éducation in literature and the sciences, as well as in the différent branches of 
the arts; for example, painting, engraving, sculpture, architecture, music, and the 
drama. Scholarships (Prix de Pari^ will also be created similar to the scholarships 
(Prix de Rome) which are awarded to French artiste. 

As showing more in détail the facte in regard to this matter, which can not fail, 
when fully understood by the people of the United States, to elicit their warm appré- 
ciation and deserve their approoation, I quote as a part of this communication a report 
by the municipal councilor, showing conclusively that the Government of France has 
granted and is ready to negotiate with the American National Institute, or its duly 
authorized représentatives, for a plot of ground in the city of Paris for the purposé of 
establishing the équivalent for tne youth of America of the schools fumished by 
France at Athens and Rome. A literal translation of the report reads as folio ws: 

Municipal CouncU of Paris, 1899. 

REPORT. 

In the name of the fourth commission, with a view of granting to the American 
National Institute the concession of a plat of ground in the city of Paris for the 
purï)08e of establishing the équivalent, for the youth of America, of the schools 
fumished by Fiunce at Rome and Athens, presented by M. Emile Clairin, munici- 
pal councilor. 

Gentlemen: Tne American National Institute, authorized by the State of New 
York, on the 9th day of December, 1895, bas addressed to you a pétition asking for 
the concession of a plat of ground in the city of Paris upbn which to construct a 
palace corresponding to our academy at Rome and our school at Athens. 

The aim of this institute is to procure for the young men and women of the 
United States the advantage of finishing in France their éducation — ^literary, scien- 
tific, or in the différent branches of the arte: Painting, engraving, sculpture, archi- 
tecture, music, dramatic art, etc. Scholarships (Prix de Paris) will also be created 
similar to the scholarships (Prix de Rome) which are awarded to our artiste. 

The maintenance of the institute will be assured by the maintenance of the schol- 
arships created, either by private persons or by the forty-fîve States of the Union. 
The construction of the palace would be defrayed by an officiai grant of 1,250,000 
francs, and, we must add, it would already bave been begun but for a légal hin- 
drance preventing the United States Government from acquiring property, directly 
or indirectly, in a foreign country. 

This project was from the very first much approved of in America, and we hâve 
before us a list of about 800 adhérente, and we nnd the institute bas already recel ved 
important endowmente, such as that of Mrs. Walden-Pell, honorable président of the 
institute, amounting to 500,000 francs, for the création of a scholarship for music to 
bear lier name; that of Mrs. James Jackson, in memory of her husband, of the like 
sum, with the further promise of contributing toward the establishment of the insti- 
tute library; that of Mrs. Frank Leslie, of New York, amounting to 25,000 francs, 
etc. You will find elsewhere, àttached to this report, the names of the members of 
the first committee, the composition of which you will appreciate at ite full value. 

We regret we are unable to place before you the long list, read by us, of the marks 
of sympathy and adhésion that the American National Institute bas obtained in 
France among artiste and literary and scientific men. 

We are not surprised at this, for this enterprise, of such great utility to the youth 
of America, is invested with a grandeur which will not escape you. Your commis- 
sion bas considered that it can not remain indiffèrent to this, the more that you, like 
ourselves, are greatly touched by this fresh homage paid to the city of Paris, con- 
sidered in the light of the luminous center of civilization. 

Unfortunately, it is impossible for us, on many accounte, to make the institute the 
free gift of a municipal plat of ground for the érection of its palace. But it has 
appeared to your fourth commission that ail diflBculties could- be avoided by conced- 
ing to the institute, under certain conditions to be discussed, a pièce of ground for a 
long period — fifty years, for instance — and renewable, for the nominal rent of 1 franc 
yearly. We can not further discuss the contract to intervene. It suflSces to-day to 
make ite outlines. You will bave to examine it in détail in your next sitting, if, as 
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we hoçe, you retam the pétition in question with a favorable notice to the prefect of 
the Seine, that he may enter into negotiation with the founders of the American 
National Institute. 

We can not but suppose ourselves to be the interpreters of the entire council, as 
we are already of your commission of éducation and the fine arts, in respectfully 
congratulating Miss Matilda Smedley, founder of the institute, upon her gênerons 
and noble initiative. 

If it is of interest to the youth of America, if the city of Paris should rejoice at it, 
the whole of France will applaud, happy in the glory of her artists and the genius of 
her scholars, proud of the light they shed on the world. 

The reporter. Emile Clairin. 

PROJECT OP DELIBERATION. 

The council, after due examination of the pétition No. 3170, of the American 
National Institute; after due examination of the report of Mr. E. Clairin, in the 
name of the fourth commission, décide: 

AirncLB 1. That the administration be invited to open negotiations with the 
founders of the American National Institute, with the view of conceding to them, by 
a long lease, renewable, at an annual rent of 1 franc, a plat of ground belonging tic) 
the city of Paris, for the construction of the palace of said institute. 

Article 2. That the intervening contract be submitted to the municipal council 
durii^ its next sitting. 

(The fourth commission — éducation, fine arts — is composed of Messrs. Clairin, 
président; Hattat, vice-président; Archain, secretary; Bellan, Blondel, Paul 
brousse. Chausse, Gay, John Labusquierre, Lampue, Marsoulan, Ix)uis Mill, Alfred 
Moieau, Parisse, Pierpraud, Vorbe.) 



[Tianslation.] 

Ville de Paris Conseil Municipal, 

PariSy December ê8y 1899, 
The founder, Matilda Smbdlet, and 
Secretary-Generàl Mr. Henri von Daur. 

Madah and Sir: I am happy to inform you that the municipal council has voted 
the resolution adopted by the fourth commission; and which I had the honor of 
forwarding you, with regard to the American National Institute. 

Pray accept the assurance of my most distinguished and devoted sentiments. 

Clairin. 



Préfecture of the Department of the Seine, 

Paris, Fehruary 6, 1900. 
M. Henry von Daur, 

Avmv£ aliéna 60. 

Sir: In accordance with your request, I hâve the honor of forwarding you the 
following list of plats of ground belonging to the city of Paris, the dimensions and 
sites of which appear to De con veulent for the eventual érection of the salons of the 
American National Institute: 

1°. Avenue de Suffren, corner of Quai d'Orsay; surface, 1,319.21 meters. This 
ground is actually occupied by the Society of the Maréorama in virtue of a lease. 

2°. Avenue de Suffren; surface, 1,357.60 meters. This ground is occupied by the 
Palace of Optics in virtue of a lease expiring July 1, 1901. 

3°. Site of the old Grenelle slaughterhouses, Avenue de Breteuil; surface, 32,000 
meters. This ground is let to the Society of French Artists, and will be disposable 
on December 31, 1900. 

4°. RueBobert Estienne; surface, 2,000 meters. This ground is actually occupied 
by a deposit of materials which could be transported elsewhere. 

5**. Tne old Villeiuif slaughterhouses; surface, 26,000 meters. Thèse slaughter- 
houses are on the point of being disaffected. 

6°. Boulevard Kaspailet Rue Schoelcher; surface, 2,774 meters. 

7°; Boulevards Raspail, Edgar Quinet, and Rue E. Richard; surface, 3,706 meters. 

8°. Rues Victor Considérant, Schoelcher, and Boulevard Raspail; surface, 3,647 
meters. 

9°. Bnee Guy de Maupassant et Mignard, 1,440 meters. 
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10°. Eues Edmond About et Emile Augier; surface, 2,925 meters. 

11°. Boulevard Jules Sandeau, Rues Eug. Labiche et de Franqueville; sorfaoe, 
5,146 meters. 

12°. Boulevards Lannes et Flandrin et Rue Dufrency; surface, 4,900 meters. 

13°. Boulevards de Pasteur et de Vaugisard; surface, 3,093 meters. 

14°. Boulevard Pasteur et Rue des Fourneaux; surface, 2,340 meters. 

You will find attached the plans of thèse différent plats of ground. I mnst ask 
you, after having examined them, kindly to return them to me, and let to me know 
which is the one you choose. 

As . I hâve already had the honor of explaining to you, for a certain nmnber of 
thèse plats of land certain diflSculties will arise for the affectation of the priée of 
same to opérations engaged, but it will be for the municipal council to décide wbat 
can be done. 

Your proposition will then be submitted to the municipal council with notification 
from the administration. 

Receive, sir, the assurance of my highest considération. 

The prefect of the Seine (by authority). 

The director of the municipal business, A. Menant. 



THE WALDEN-PELL 8CHOLARSHIP. 

My long résidence of thirty years in France, my adopted country, has given me 
the opportunity of knowing the necessity there exists for the American National 
Institute for the young students of my native country; and in honor of this work 
by Miss Matilda Smedley I give a $10,000 scholarship for music, to be controlled bv 
her and to be entitled the ** Walden-Pell" scholarship, donated on my eighty-eighth 
birthday, October 2, 1898. 

December 15, 1898. 

Mrs. Walden-Pell, PariSf France. 



JACKSON SCHOLARSHIP. 

Having resided many years in France, and in memory of my late husband, Mr. 
James Jackson, I donate to the American National Institute, Prix de Paris (which 
is to be built in Paris, France), a scholarship of $10,000; also objets d'art, various 
gifts of paintings, engravings, photographs, and a valuable collection of bocks to 
lound the library. 
I will also furnish three rooms. 
December 9, 1898. 

Mary D. Jackson (Mrs. James Jackson), 

15 Avenue (TAntinj Paris j France. 



Scholarship fund for the American National Institute, December i, 1898. 

Baroness von Zedwitz music. . $500 

Mrs. Frank Leslie do 5, 000 



Je recommande chaudement les efforts de Mademoiselle Smedley pour rétablisse- 
ment de cette institution. 

J. B. EusTis, 
AmboMadeur des États- Unis à Paris, France. 



République Française, Préfecture de Police, 

Paris, December 16, 1896. 

You were kind enough to recommend to me in your dispatch letter of the 12th 
instant, in very spécial terms, Miss Smedley, who desires to secure récognition as an 
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establishment of public utility for the a£i8ociation entitled ''The American National 
Institute/' now in the course of formation, in which your embassy is interested, tbe 
object of which is to create a center of encouragement for Americans who come to 
France to study the arts and literature. It gives me great pleasure to say that I hâve 
recel ved Miss Smedley, together with Mrs. Gibbs, the lady who accompanied her. 
The papers of the association under notice were sent by me on>the 12th instant to 
the prefect of the Seine, transmitting to him also the very favorable information 
which I hâve taken pains to collect on the subject of the proposed enterprise. I 
hâve, in the meantime, given thèse ladies the necessary information of the course to 
follow in order to secure at the fitting moment for this institution the récognition of 
the French Government as a work of public utility. I will add, Monsieur Ambas- 
sador, that the entire support of my administration has been made for the work 
undertaken by Miss Sm^ley, and I hâve everv reason to believe that this work, 
]>atronized by the very best American society ana by a lai^e number of the notabili- 
ties in the arts and literature in America, as well as oy a laiye part of the notabilities 
in the arts and literatures of my own country, will receive in France the best 
acoeptance. Be pleased to accept. Monsieur Ambassador, the assurance of my very 
high considération. 

The prefect of police. 

Lefine. 

To the Ambassador of thb United States of America. 

(On record at the American embassy in Paris.) 



Paris, le i décembre 1898. 

Madame: Vous avez bien voulu m*écrire, ainsi que Monsieur von Daur, pour me 
demander d'être membre honoraire du Conseil de T American National Institute. Je 
ne puis qu'accepter l'offre honorable que vous m'adressez, et vous remercier, car 
l'œuvre dont vous poursuivez la réalisation est digne de toutes les sympathies. 

Agréez, je vous prie, Madame, l'expression de ma considération la plus distinguée. 

Jules Cambon. 



Paris, 7 février 1899. 

Mon Cher Préfet: L' American National Institute se met en instance auprès de 
vous pour obtenir la concession d'un terrain de la ville de Paris, afin d'y construire 
un édifice destiné à remplir pour les Américains le rôle que remplit pour nous-mêmes 
notre Ecole de Rome. 

Cette œuvre, née de l'initiative individuelle, comme toutes œuvres artistiques en 
Amérique, a déjà recueilli des resources qui en assurent le succès. Elle est destinée 
à répandre l'innuence, de la ville de Paris et à resserrer les liens de sympathie qui 
nous unissent à l'Amérique. Je serais heureux qu'il vous fût possible de donner une 
suite favorable à la demande de Mademoiselle Smedley, fondatrice de l'Americau 
National Institute. 

Je profite de cette occasion, mon cher Préfet, pour vous renouveler l'expression de 
ma haute considération et de mes sentiments dévoués. 

Jules Cambon, 
Ambassadeur de France à Washington, 



Ambassade des Etats-Unis, 18 Avenue Kléber, 

Paris f le ^0 janvier 1899. 

Monsieur le Préfet: Mon prédécesseur, Mr. Eustis, avait pr is sous son patronag 
1* American National Institute que plusieurs de mes nationaux, et un certain nombre 
des vôtres, veulent fonder à Paris pour faciliter l'étude des arts aux jeunes américains 
des deux sexes, qui, chaque année, viennent chercher en France un enseignement 
supérieur. Cet institut étant une œuvre d'initiative particulière, je n'ai pas à inter- 
venir dans les démarches qui peuvent assurer sa fondation. Je vous demande, cepen- 
dant, la permission de vous présenter Mademoiselle Smedley qui s'est consacrée à 
cette œuvre et qui désire vous entretenir à ce sujet. 

Veuillez agréer. Monsieur le Préfet, l'assurance de ma haute considération. 

Horace Porter. 

Monsieur de Selves, 

Préfet de la Seines Paris, 
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New York, January SI, 1896. 

The undersigned trustées of the American National Institute, in addition to the 
formai vote authorizing Mips Smedley to continue the collection of subscriptions and 
contributions in aid ol the institute, hereby offer the testimony of their personal 
approval and sympathy. 

We hâve given earnest attention to the purposes and plans set forth by Miss Smed- 
ley and to the measures by which she has secured so admirable a beginning. She 
bas labored zealously in this country to obtain a permanent charter and adéquate 
support for this institute. 

We heartily commend her to ail who a{)preciate the value of this line of practical 
éducation, wnich in its scope and effect will be a great public benefit. 

It is far from our wish to seem to encourage young girls to go abroad for study, 
and it is not the design of this institute to offer such inducements, but it will remam 
almost a necessity, certainly a persistent fact, that students who are obliged to make 
their talents for artistic work a means of support will be forced by what is abnost a 
public demand to perfect their studies by a finishin^ course in Paris. 

To those who know the condition of student life m that city an institute like this 
will warmly commend itself. 

Miss Smedley has thorough knowledge of ail the conditions to be provided for and 
has the cordial support of many of the most worthy and distinguished citizens of 
France in this good work. She should be sustained hère. 

Chauncey M. Depew ; Thomas Hunter, président Normal Collège; Mary R. 
Callender, Caroline de Forest, Candace Wheeler, Frances A. Levy, 
Henri von Daur, M. G. Van Rensselaer, John D. Crimmins, Edward 
Walpole Warren, D. D. ; Hon. Henry G. Marquand, président Metro- 
politan Art Muséum; Sarah E. Buckbee, E. C. Edmunds, Judge John 
F. Dillon, LL. D. ; Charles F. Hoffmann, D. D. ; Gen. Joshua L, 
Chamberlain, ex-governor of Maine. 



I need only remark that the French Government has not only granted 
a valuable site on which to erect a suitable building in the city of Paris 
for the purpose indicated, but that it has made it possible that such a 
structure, as youhaveso vsrorthily stated, "to serve in commémoration 
of the part taKen by this country in this great enterprise, as an Ameri- 
can National Institute, for our countrymen resorting to Paris for 
study," shall remain forever free from taxation. 

I may f urther observe that members of the Academy and Institute 
of France hâve signified their intention to support the American 
National Institute. 

In view of ail thèse facts and especially of the generosity and good 
will shown by the Government of France and its citizens, I trust I am 
not asking too much that this matter may now be brought to the atten- 
tion of Congress, to the end that, in its wisdom, an appropriation of 
$250,000 may be granted with which to erect a suitable structure in 
Paris upon the grounds so generously donated, to be known as the 
American National Institute, with ail its immense advantages to the 
American youth, maie and female. 

When the gifts that hâve been jdonated are called in, their total value 
will not be less than $100,000. 

The scholarships that hâve been given are as foUows: 

Mrs. Walden-Pell $10,000 

Mrs. James Jackson 10, 000 

Mrs. Frank Leslie 5, 000 

The Baroness Zedwitz 500 

The institute will be self-sustaining through private contributions 
and scholarships, and no claim for any expense attendant upon its due 
and proper maintenance will be asked or expected from the Govecn- 
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ment of the United States beyond the sum of $250,000 for the érection 
of the structure. 

In this connection I submit, as an appendix to this report, 14 build- 
ing sites, any one of which is suitable and may be selected. One-half 
of thèse is valued at $250,000 each, while the least would at a low esti- 
mate be $60,000. The municipal council is anxious to close negotîa- 
tîons for any one of thèse sites, based upon favorable action by the 
Congress of the United States. I trust, theref ore, Mr. Président, that 
you will lay this matter promptly before that body, with such recom- 
mendation as the weight of your officiai character and influence will 
necessarily impart, to the end that that which is within our grasp of 
so niuch ben?Mt to our citizens may not be wholly lost to them. 

The United States are called to high destinies, Through them the 
civilization of old Europe will enter upon a new phase by preparing 
the future and by uniting the qualities of the différent nations of the 
world, but particularly of France, whose treasures we wish to borrow 
of art, literature, and science, in order to spread them among our best 
scholars. 

Matilda Smedley, 
Founder and Director- General of the 

American National Institute. 

Henri von Daur, 

Delegate and Searetary Général of the 

American- National Institute^ 

Paris^ ^4, Avenue de Sojxe, 



PETITION TO WILLIAM ISTKINLET, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 

STATES. 

Miss Matilda Smedley, founder and director-general ; Mrs. Walden-Pell, honorary 
président; Mrs. James Jackson, founder of the library; Henri von Daur, secretary- 

feneral of the American National Institute, hâve the honor to submit to you, Mr. 
'résident, the following pétition supported by the Académie Française and members 
of the Institut de France, and other classes of distinguished organizations of the arts 
and literature of France, in support of the American National Tnstitute, Prix de Paris, 
which are living testimonials of the good will and welcome of the French nation: 

The institute, as it is planned, will be to the United States what the Prix de Rome 
has heen and is to France. 

Everyone interested in the progress of the future of our glorious nation' s real wel- 
fare, and in the success of our talented students who come to Paris to perfect them- 
selves in thèse respective branches of éducation, will acknowledge that the institute 
is the only solution of the difficulty that retards the arts of our country. 

The American National Institute (Prix de Paris) will not only render us finished 
artiste, but compétent teachers, paving the way for a national standard. 

But cultivating the highest degree of art éducation, under the best advantages in 
the French capital, a spécial study of the French language is absolutely necessary, 
and shoald be^n at home to be perfected in the institute. 

The establishment of the American National Institute will afford the most com- 
plète satisfaction to a noble and legitimate cause by developing more intimate rela- 
tions between the two sister Republics, in social life as well as in literature and the 
arts. 

The American National Institute (Prix de Paris) has received (tontribntions from 
the firstmasters in France in painting, sculpture, objets d'art, literary \vo^k^?, etc. 
Musicians hâve been equally libéral in granting one continuons free scholaiship. A 




of gifts from thegreat Republic of France, we are conUdent that Mr. William McKin- 
ley, Prudent of the United States, together with the proper auth()rities?at Waskiu^- 
ton, will not fail to give the full considération to ovw \wV\lV)\\. 

a Doc 167, 58-3 i 
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Signed in support thereof by — 
M. M. F. âRUNETiisRB, de r Académie Française^ directeur de la Revue de» deux 

mondes. 
G. BoissiER, secrétaire perpétuel de V Académie Française, 
José Maria de Herbdia, de V Académie Française. 
Thureau Dangin, historien^ de P Académie ^Vançaise. 
André Theuriet, auteur de romans^ de V Académie Française. 
Henry Hussaye, auteur, de V Académie Française, 
Jules Lemaitre, puhliciste, de V Académie Française, 
Le duc de Broqlib, de V Académie Française, ancien président du Conseil et de 

V Académie des sciences morales et politiques, 
GrbarDj recteur de V Université de Paris, de V Académie Française, 
Vicomte db Bornier, poète, auteur de la ^^FiUe de BoUand,** de V Académie 

Française. 
Gebhart, professeur à V Université de Paris, Académie des sciences morales et politiques. 
Comte d'Hausson ville, historien, publiciste de V Académie Française. 
Mezières, professeur a /* Université de Paris, député, de V Académie Française, 
Paul Bourget, auteur, de V Académie Française. 
Albert V and al, historien, de V Académie Française, 
Gaston Paris, philogue de V Académie des suscriptions, administrateur du Collège de 

France, de V Académie Française, 
Eugène Guillaume, sculpteur, de V Académie des beaux-arts, de V Académie Fran- 
çaise, directeur de P Académie de France à Home, 
Ludovic Halévy, auteur dramatiaue, de r Académie Française. 
Lavisse, professeur à V Université de Paris, de V Académie Française. 
Paul Deschanel, de V Académie Française, président de la Chambre des Députés, 
Sully Prudhomme, de V Académie Française. 
George Clairin, artiste peintre. 

G. Hanotaux, de V Académie Française, ancien Ministre des affaires étrangères, 
Georges Picot, secrétaire perpétuai de V Académie des sciences morales et politiques, 
François Coppée, de V Académie Française. 
Jules Cambon, ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the French ReptMic 

at Washington. 
Edmond Housse, ancien bâtonnier de V Ordre des avocats, de V Académie Française, 
Vicomte E. M. Vogue, de V Académie Française. 
Albert Sorel, historien, de V Académie Française. 
Comte de Mun, député, de V Académie Française. 
Léon Bonnant, peintre, de V Académie des beaux-arts. 
Carolus Duran, président de la Société nationale des beaux-arts. 
Bartholdi, vice-président de la Société des artistes Française. 
Benjamin Constant, artiste peintre, de V Académie des beaux-arts, 
CoRMON, artiste peintre, d V Académie des beaux-arts. 
Ed. Corroyer, artiste peintre, de V Académie des beaux-arts, 
Gerome, artiste peintre, de V Académie des beaux-arts. 
Jules Breton, artiste peintre, de V Académie des beaux-arts. 
Jules Claretie, de V Académie Française. 
Marquis Costa de Beauregard, de V Académie Française. 
William Bouguereau, artiste peintre, membre de V Institut. 
L. Lepine, préfet de police. 
AuG. RoDiN, sculpteur. 

Emile Clairin, président de la IV. Commission du Conseil municipal de Paris, 
JoY V. Chelminsky, artiste peintre. 
.1. de Selves, préfet de la Seine. 
Lyon Caen, professeur à la Faculté de droit, de V Académie des sciences morales et 

politiques. 
RocQUAiN, historien, de V Académie des sciences morales et politiques, 
Ravaisonmollien, philosophe, de V Académie des sciences morales et politi^fues, 
Adolphe Guillot, jurisconsulte, de l'Académie des sciences morales et politiques. 
Luchaîre, historien, de V Académie des sciences morales et politiques. 
Anatole Leroy-Beaulieau, publiciste, de V A cadémie des sciences morales et politiques. 
Avcoc, jurisconsulte, de V Académie des sciences morales et politiques. 

D. PuECH, sculpteur, 

L. PuECH, député de Paris. 
Signed in support thereof by — 
Georges Leygues, ministre de V instruction publique et des beaux-arts. 
Henri Roujon, membre de V Académie des beaux-arts, directeur des beaux-arts, 

E. Saqlio, directeur du Musée de Cluny, membre de V Institut. 
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DocTEim Ch. Bichet, M. D. , professeur de la Faculté de médidnef membre de V Institut, 

Docteur Albebt Kobin. 

J. Bernabdi, directeur de V Indépendance Belge. 

Léon Clery, avocat à la Cour d^ appel. 

FÉLIX Herbet, avocat à la Cour w appel, maire du VI. arrondissement. 

Le duc de Pomab. 

Georges Ohnet, auteur. 

Julien Pierne, compositeur. 

René Lenormand, compositeur. 

Emile Soldi Colbbrt, auteur de la Langue Sacrée. 

[Officiai translation.] 

Washington, Jvly SI, 1901. 
Mr. Dausset, 

Président of ihe Municipal Courue of Paris. 

Mr. Président: I be^ most respectfuUy to deliver over the présent letter to the 
promoters of the Amencan National Institute, which is to be established hère in 
Paris in order to create a center of artistical studies in behalf of American students, 
aUke to the schooi of Rome and Athens for French young men. 

The Paris town council hâve been pleased to show their sympathy toward said 
undertaking by the grant of a ground parcel for the buildings. 

It would be inde^ lucky and auspicious for the future. Said sympathy and 
encouragement would continue to be bestowed on the American National Institute, as 
there is no undertaking more proper to bring doser the friendly ties that bind us 
with the United States of America and develop beyond the Atlantic the artistical 
and moral influence of Paris and France. 

I am, sir, with the highest regards, 

Your most devot«i and obedient servant, 

Jules Cambon, French Ambassador. 



[Translation.] 

Palais du Louvre, March 13, 1899. 

We can not too highly applaud Miss Smedley's gênerons conception. 
It is with great pleasure that, after so many others, I wish the happiest future to 
the work of which she is the originator. 

A. Kaemppen, 
Director of the National Muséums and of the Schooi of Louvre. 



To the signatures of my coUeagues I add mine, with ail m y good wishes for the 
American National Institute. I will give either a drawing or studv. 
Tanusery, 1899. 

Clairin, Artistic Pointer. 



Mademoiselle SifBDLET. 

You hâve done me the honor to explain to me your plan of founding an establish- 
ment for American girls who come to Paris for the purpose of studying art. To 
insure its success the gênerons heart and the practical sensé are required, and both 
my friends and myself are entirely at your disposai for anythiug which could help 
you in your work. 

The Sixth Ward of Paris is too proud to possess on its territory the Schooi of Arts 
and Schooi des Arts Décoratifs to reniain indiffèrent to the studies which you intend 
to favor. Will you allow me, then, in the name of Mr. Paul Colin, painter, cheva- 
lier de la Légion d'Honneur, subdirector of the Schooi des Arts Décoratifs, inspecter, 
etc., and my former colleague, 2 Quai Malaquais, and in the name of Mr. Ferdinand 
Chaigneau, also t)ainter and engraver, Cité des Fleurs, and both of whora highly 
approve of your idea, which I explained to them, as well as in my own, to thank 
you for having kindly associated us in your work. 

RespectfuUy, F. Herbet, LL. D., 

Lawyer at the Court of Appeals, Membre du Comité. 
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Paris, January 9, 1900, 
To Mr. William McKinley, 

Président of the United States, 

YouR Excellency: I hâve the honor to inform Your Excellency of the sacoesB 
which has crowned the effort to found and estahlieh the Americaii National Institute 
(Prix de Paris) on the same principles as the Academy of France at Rome and 
Athens. 

We were encouraged by private assurance and the many friends at Washington 
familiar with the project tnat the request expressed in our pétition addressed to 
Your Excellency would be ^raiited in due tiine, and we therefore tried to overoome 
every obstacle which might interfère with tbe realization of our aspiration. 

I am happv to say that we hâve solved a point of the highest importance, by the 
concession of ground from the municipal council of Paris upon which to erect the 
institute, ther^y overcoming the difficulty of our Government acquiring real estate 
in a foreign country. This act on the part of France is qui te unprecedented; no 
siiuilar pnvilege has ever been granted a foreign nation. To obtain such favorable 
results from the représentatives of the city of Paris is loyal testimony of good will, 
generosity, and friendship. 

I am convinced that the gracions words in our Présidentes message, of Deoember 
5, to Congress in relation to the American National Institute tend^ to strengthen 
and solidify thèse sentiments. It was in the most gracions and opportune manner 
that Your Excellency spoke of the establishment in Paris of the American Nation^ 
Institute as a commémoration of the part taken by the United States in the great 
enterprise of the World 's Exposition of 1900, and we are most thankful for your 
kindness, and the crowning resuit will be the best proof of the effectiveness of this 
assurance. 

The highest attributes and policy of a great nation are to be libéral and munifi- 
cent, to t^ free with her awards, splendid in her establishments, and grand in her 
public Works. W hère ver the standard of culture in the fine arts is most highly 
elevated we reçoive the respect of the whole civilized world. 

Another proof of the most éloquent nature is the multitude of signatures of the most 
distinguished men of France in the literary, artistic, and scientific world, to a resolu- 
tion which Miss Smedley, the founder ana director of the American National Insti- 
tute, will bave the honor to présent personally to Your Excellency upon her early 
arrivai in Washington. 

A house has been rented in the most central location of Paris, 50 Avenue d'Iéna, 
Place des Etats-Unis, to be used for the preliminary and administrative wor^ of the 
institute; also to receive and place gifts, such as statuary, books, pictures, and objects 
of art donated to the institute, as well as to receive students who bave been provided 
with private scholarships. 

It was planned to inaugurate this house January 1, 1900, but on account of the 
death of our respected honorary président, Mrs. Warden-Pell, the inauguration was 
postponed. Mrs. Walden-Pell's knowledge of the requirements of American stu- 
dents pursuing their studies abroad prompted her to become a friend and patron of 
the work. Last year she gave a scholarship of $10,000 to the institute, to be known 
as the Walden-Pell Scholarship for Music, to be under the control of Miss Smedley. 
In récognition of this noble donation to the institute we recommended her to Mr. 
G. Leigues, the minister of pubUc instruction, who thereupon decorated her as an 
** oflBcier d'Académie." 

The American National Institute is daily receiving gifts and assurances of support 
and protection from ail directions. Mrs. James Jackson, a noble-minded Amencan 
lady residing in Paris, has also given a scholarship of $10,000, founded the library 
of the institute, and has recently donated a bust of Christ in marble by the American 
sculptor, Ezekiel, at Rome. 

One of the récent literary publications of the learned Cardinal Rampolla has been 
sent to Miss Smedley by the cardinal himself, constituting a testimony of high appré- 
ciation from the Vatican. 

During our travels in Italy last summer, where we studied the condition of schools 
and académies to acquire a knowledge which would assist us in directing American 
students of the institute at Paris, we visited the art centers of Rome and Venice and 
put ourselves in communication with the great masters and directors of art institu- 
tions, receiving every where an assurance of cordial collaboration in ail works tending 
to advance the interest of American students. 

While in Venice I had the honor to introduce Miss Smedley to Commendatore 
Barozzi, director of the Royal Muséums, who gave her as a token of bis acknowl- 
edgment of the work a most valuable collection of 27 héliogravures, reproductions 
of the frescoes by Paolo Veronese. Thèse reproductions can not be obtained through 
commerce, and are a most valuable gift to the institute. 
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At Rome we hâve studied the acftdemies and art establishments of other nations 
in this city; hâve had interviews with the respective directors; among others an 
interview with Dr. Guido Baccelli, minister of public instruction and director of 
archœology, who expressed himself in the highest terms by saying that he wished it 
might hâve been the good fortune of Rome to possess such an institute instead of 
Paris. 

We are proud of such testimonials, and the realization of this work will be the 
crowning monuments of a noble woman's life dream and seven long years of tireless 
effort. 

When I first vîsited the United States in 1890 I recognized the great qualities and 
pofisibilities of that glorious country, and upon studying the Constitution and Décla- 
ration of Independence I was seized with a désire to become a citizen, and did not 
hesitate to make my first déclaration in the spirit of the historical motto of America, 
** Unité or die.'* 1 was proud when the final day arrived and I received the docu- 
ment which made me an American citizen, and for the last three years Ihave devoted 
my expérience and knowledge oî Europe to further the development and extension 
of the fine arts in America, and joined with enthusiasm in Miss Smedley 's great work of 
founding the American National Institute. 

I hâve recoçnized the talent possessed by young American students, and what a 
great blessing it would be if they could çossess in Europe an academy where they 
could reach the standard of art of the nations of the Old World. Paris is to-day the 
center of activity in art, but, as the famous explorer of Egypt, Champollion, once 
said, *'Without Egypt, Greece could never hâve become a classical country in fine 
arts," and it was in the same spirit that France centuries ago founded an academy in 
Rome. It is her example we hâve followed, hoping to attain the same glorious results. 

With the assurance of my highest respect, I hâve the honor to remain, 
Your excellency*s most obedient servant, 

Henri von Daur, 

Secretary- General j Paris, 



Washington, D. C. , March 28, 1900. 

William McKinley, Président ofthe United States: 

It will be recalled that in your message to Congress of December 5, 
1899, you made use of the following language: 

The United States Government building is approaching completion, and no effort 
will be spared to make it worthy, in beauty of architectural plan and in complete- 
ness of display, to represent our nation. It has been suggested that a permanent 
building of similar or appropriate design be erected on a convenient site, already 
given by the municipality, near the exposition grounds, to serve in commémoration 
of the part taken by this country in this great enterprise, as an American National 
Institute, for our country men resorting to Paris for study. 

As you know, for years I hâve been deeply interested in a scheme 
known as the American National Institute (Prix de Paris). The aîm 
of this institute is to procure for the j^oung men and women of the 
United States advantage of tinishing in France their éducation in lit- 
erature and the sciences, as well as in the différent branches of the 
arts; for example, painting, engraving, sculpture, architecture, music, 
and the drama. Scnolarships (Prix de Paris) will also be created simi- 
lar to the scholarships (Prix de Rome) which are awarded to French 
artists. 

Matilda Smedley. 

As showing more fuUy, if need be, the importance of this institute 
and the benents to be derived therefrom by my countrymen and coun- 
trywomen, I append hereto certain papers to which I cordially invite 
your attention. 
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INCLOSURES. 

The Prefect of Police of Paris to the Ambassador of the United States, Deœmber 
16, 1896. 

Extract from letter of Mr. Van Vechten Olcott, November 15, 1897. 

Mr. Jules Cambon to Miss Smedley, December 2, 1898. 

General Porter to the Prefect of the Seine, Paris, Jauuary 20, 1899. 

Mr. Jules Cambon to the Prefect of the Seine, Paris, February 7, 1899. 

Letters from Mr. A. Kaempfen, M. Clairin, Mr. Jules Cambon, Mr. Henry Hous- 
saye, Mr. T. M. de Heredia, Mr. E. M. de Vogilie, Mr. E. Soldi Colbert, to WsB 
Smedlev. 

Mr. John D. Crimmins to Président McKinley, May 2, 1899. 

Mr. Laisney to Miss Smedley, October 23, 1899. 

Mr. Richet to Miss Smedley, February 14, 1900. 

From Cardinal Rampolla, October 24, 1899. 

From Mr. Zonghi, October 27, 1899. 

Mr. Henri von Daur to Président McKinley, January 9, 1900. 

Minutes of the meeting of the American National Institute, February 6, 1900. 

Mr. Thomas Hastings to Miss Smedley, March 17, 1900. 

Mr. Howard Russell Butler to Miss Smedley, March 19, 1900. 

Miss Sarah E. Buckbee to Miss Smedley, March 20, 19CiO. 

List of signers of pétition to the United States Government. 

Maps representing 14 sites to be selected from in the city of Paris. 



Paris, December S, 1898. 

Madame: You hâve been good enough to write to me, as has also Mr. von Daur, 
to ask me to become a member of the honorary council of the American National 
Institute. 

I can not do otherwise than accept the honor you do me, and thank you, for the 
work you are striving to realize is worthy of every sympathy. 

I beg you to receive. Madame, the assurance of my highest considération. 

Jules Cambon, 
Ambassador of France to the United StcUes. 



Miss Smedley, 

Founder-Director of the American National Institute in Paris: 

Where is the Frenchman who would not offer ail his good wishes for the founda- 
tion of the American National Institute, and who would not help toward the success 
of this noble work by which the sympathy between two great peoples will be 
increased? 

Henry Houssaye, 
Of the French Academy. 



With ail the sympathy of — 

T. M. DE Heredia, 
Of the French Academy. 



Ambassade des Etats-Unis, 18 Avenue Kléber, 

Paris j le 20 janvier 1899. 
Monsieur de Selves, 

Préfet de la SeinCy Paris. 

Monsieur le PriÎfet: Mon prédécesseur, Mr. Eustis, avait pris sous son patro- 
nage 1* American National Institute que plusieurs de mes nationaux, et un certain 
nombre des vôtres, veulent fonder à Paris pour faciliter l'étude des arts aux jeunes 
américains des deux sexes, qui, chaque année, viennent chercher en France un 
enseignement supérieur. Cet institut étant une œuvre d'initiative particnlière, je 
n'ai pas à intervenir dans les démarches qui peuvent assurer sa fondation. Je vous 
demande, cependant, la permission de vous présenter Mademoiselle Smedley qui 
s'est consacrée à cette œuvre et qui désire vous entretenir à ce sujet. 

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Préfet, l'assurance de ma haute considération. 

Horace Porter. 
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New York, March 17^ 1900. 
Miss Matilda Smbdlet, 

fS4 lowa Circle, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Miss Smedlby: My talk with you yesterday aftemoon was most interestin^ 
and encouragmg, and I can not but tell you how much I appreciate the good work 
you hâve done. 

Referrin^ to the Question of how to obtain the best résulta in securing plans for 
your building. I would suggest that you employ some one, the best man you can 
think of in tne profession, either hère or in Paris, to form a written programme, 
givin^ the conditions of a compétition; that is to say, specifying the number of 
drawines needed and the kind of drawings, also givmg a programme of the plot 
and a rail description of the building desired, and that when this programme has 
been written that you invite everybody to compete, and finally ask the jury of 
the École des Beaux- Arts in Paris to sélect from thèse drawings made in comp>e- 
tition the best one for your building. This, I believe, would give the most satis- 
factory resuit. 

Wisning you every further success in your enterprise, with kindest regards, 
believe me, 

Very sincerely, yours, Thomas Hastings. 



American Fine Arts Society, 

New Yorkj March 19, 1900, 
Miss Matilda Smsdlet, 

No $4 lowa Cirde, Washington, D, C, 

Dbab Miss Smbdley: I heartily congratulate you upon the great success achieved 
in Paris in securing the land for tne American (Prix ae Paris) Institute. Of course 
I realize that the land is secured only on the condition that a fund for the building 
is forthcoming, either from private subscriptions or Government appropriation. 

The proposed institute, if properly organized, will. in my opinion, be of great use- 
fulness, not only in elevating the standard of art in this countrv but also in cement- 
ing the cordial relations of the two countries, and my personal coopération will be 
gladly given on the condition which I emphasize<i in a former letter to you, namely, 
that the enterprise be so organized < nd safeguarded that the advantages shall accrue 
to the most deserving and âlented students. 

I am, very truly, yours, Howard Russell Butler. 
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Paris, Fehruary êî, Î89S. 

My DEAk Miss Smedley: I am much interested to knowthat yoii hâve undertaken 
to found an institute for the American students in inusic and art. I shall use ail my 
influence to lielp you to carry out your projects. 

My expérience will serve to show that there does not exist such an institution for 
the American students, for I hâve known many who hâve had to struggle against 
difficultés, and obliged to return home without having accomplished the purpose 
for which they came, while others almost died for want of proper nourishment dur- 
ing the time of study, and not for the want of means, for many hâve to stop where 
the table is so poor that they do not get enough to eat. 

The bureau of gênerai information will be invaluable, as through it the students 
will be well directed and hâve protection from fraud and lossof time. Alsothe lan- 
guage course of lecture will place the student under the course of best literature and 
culture of the day. 

Knowing, from what I hear, that you are entirely qualified for this work, I would 
recommend parents to place their daughters with perfect confidence. The place of 
the institution is unique in itself. 

Very sincerely yours, Mrs. Walden-Pell. 
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Gauvix, Courtonne la Murdrac, par Lisieux, 

OctoberêSj 1899. 

Dear Madame: It was with great pleasure I read in the Figaro three weeks ago 
that the work to which you hâve so long devoted youreelf was soon to be inaugu- 
rated and oiganized in Paris. 

Your American National Institute will therefore soon be able to receive your 
young compatriots coming over to perfect their studies in the arts taught in Paris. 

I am rejoiced first of ail on your account, for you are greatly deserving of the 
esteeem and assistcmce both of your own country and of ours. The day you are 
able to inaugurate your good establishment you will hâve the very great satisfac- 
tion of seeing your work definitely achieved and will receive ail the thanks due 
to vou. 

1 shall not be one of the last to congratulate you. If I can for m y part help vou 
in your institute, will you allow me to give you the name of one of my friends, Mr. 
René Lenormand, a well-known composer? His compositions are, I believe, much 
liked in America, and I know he bas many pupils and admirers among the American 
familles in Paris. He could, if your programme allow of it, direct a class of nmsic 
in your institute, and I am sure his teaching would be very quickly appreciated. 

1 am writin^ to Mr. R^né Lenormand to call on you, and you could tell hiin 'f you 
could utilize his talent in the interest of your young compatriots. If you can do so, 
I shall congratulate myself on having made you make Mr. Lenorniand'sacquaintance. 

In any case ail my good wishes accompany you, and no one more than myself will 
applaud your legitimate success. 

Accept, dear madam, the assurance of my most distinguished sentiments. 

Laisney. 

I gave up a year ago my duties of solicitor in Paris to become président of the 
tribunal at Lisieux. 



[Translation.] 

Department op Public Instruction and Fine Arts, 

Office of the Director, 
Palais Royaly Paris, January 17, 1905. 
The honorable Secretary-General: 

In response to the very kind letter with which you hâve favored me I hâve the 
honor to assure you that I am very happy to express my appréciation of the thought 
which bas suggested the establishment of the **Americ-an National Institute" in 
Paris, and I deeply feel the compliment thus paid to our country and its capital in 
making this choice. 

My administration will be happy to second the purposes of the city of Paris favor- 
ing this project by fumishing to the représentatives of your society ail information 
at our disposai regarding instruction in fine arts, and the methods and régulations 
which prevail in France for the organization of the Beaux Arts. 

I beg you to accept, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurance of m y highest consid- 
ération. 

H. Marcele, the Director of Beaux Arts. 
Mr. VoN Daur, 

Secretary-Oeneral ofthe Amercian National Institute, ^4 Avenue de Sajce. 



Paris, le 26 avril 1900. 
Monsieur voN Daur,* 

Secrétaire général de V Institut national américain^ Paris. 

Monsieur et Cher Confrère: Je vous adresse en hâte ces lignes pour vous ras- 
surer. Si le Président de la République a refusé d'assister à la séance d'inauguration 
de demain soir et de s'y faire représenter, c'est que le ministre des affaires étran- 
gères est absent; il est de règle, en effet, qu'il n'assiste à aucune solemnité d'un 
caractère officiel sans la présence du ministre que la solemnité concerne spécialement. 
En outre, il n'assiste jamais à des réunions privées (il y en aurait trop), mais la 
réunion de demain n'est pas considérée comme privée, elle est officielle. Telles sont 
les explications que m'a données très gracieusement le général secrétaire de la prési- 
dence. Il a apprové entièrement la phrase de mon allocution relative aux disposi- 
tions bienveillantes du Président de la République, attendu que les dispositions sont, 
en réalité, des pins favorables. 

Venillez, monsieur et cher confrère, présenter mes respectueux hommages à Miss 
Smedley et mes sentiments tout affectueux et dévoxxé^. 
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Comédie Française, 
Administrateur Général, 

8 décembre 1900, 
Monsieur Henri von Daur, 

Secrétaire général de F American National Tnstitute. 

Monsieur le Secrétaire Général: Je serai très heureux et je suis très honoré de 
faire partie du comité de patronage de Part dramatique dans votre admirable Ameri- 
can National Institute. Vous pouvez donc, monsieur, disposer de moi. Mais pré- 
sentement je suis tellement soumis à l'imprévu, et cela jusqu'à la réouverture de la 
Comédie, que je n'ose en toute sincérité donner un rendez- vous ferme, redoutant 
d'être malgré moi obligé d' v manquer. J'appartiens au téléphone. Je suis cependant 
au théâtre de la place du Châtelet dans l'après-midi, mais encore une fois je n'ose vous 
donner un jour précis, et je serais désolé de vous faire perdre un temps précieux. 

Croyez, monsieur, je vous prie à mes sentiments très distingués et absolument 
dévoués. 

Jules Claretie. 



Paris, le S6 mai 1900. 
Monsieur H. von Daur, 

iSecrétaire Général de V American National IngtitutCf Paris, 

Monsieur: Comme vous savez, je prends un vif intérêt à toutes les questions améri- 
caines et surtout à toutes celles qui contribuent à unir la France et les Etates-Unis 
dans des pensées communes. 

Veuillez donc assurer. Miss Smedley, que j'accepte volontiers de faire partie de la 
commission des concours et du jury qui sera appelé à apprécier les compétiteurs du 
Prix de Paris. 

Je m'associe avec plaisir, dans la mesure où cela me sera possible, à la réalisation 
de sa noble entreprise. 

Veuillez agréer, monsieur, l'expression de mes sentiments les plus distingués. 

Bartholdi, 
Vice-Président de la Société des Artistes Fonçais, 



Ambassade des États-Unis, 

PariSj le 18 Décembre 190S. 

Dear Miss Smedley: It is with much pleasure that I hâve read the new docu- 
ments which you hâve sent me relative to the American National Institute (Prix 
de Paris), and I congratulate you as well as the members of the board of trustées 
on having conduct^ this matter to the point where its success is assured. Thoee 
who, like myself, désire to see their compatriots profit more extensively by the 
artistic, literary, and scientific culture which can only be found in France, will be 
deeply grateful to you. 

In the United States, as you know, there is one gênerai voice of approval and 
encouragement for your enterprise. 

The letter of Senator Frye, Président of the Senate; that of Mr. Hay, the Secre- 
tary of State; that of Mr. Adee, the under Secretary of State, as well as the flat- 
tering note which Président Roosevelt wrote in your golden book, ail testify to this 
fact. 

It is now the duty of our French friends to show that they take the same interest 
that we do in the success of this institution. Now is the time for this. Tell them 
before your leave, and say to Mr. von Daur, the zealous and distinterested secretary 
of the institute, that he must repeat it to them during your absence, which I hope 
w^ill be a short one. My best wishes accompany you. 

I beg you to believe, dear Miss Smedley, in the sincerity of your devoted servant, 

Henry Vignaud, 
Flrd Secretary of the United States Embassy at Paris. 
Mlle. Matilda Smedley, 

Fondatrice et Directrice de 

V American National Institute, Paris, 



Ambassade des Etati-Unis, Paris. 

Thèse lines will introduce to you Dr. B. F. Campbell, who desires information 
which I am sure you will take pleasure in giving him. 

Truly, yours, Henry Vignaud, 

First Secretary, 
Miss Smedley, 

Fofwnder and DirectOT'Oeneralf American National Institute. 
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Ambassade des Etats-Unis, 
18 Avenue Kleber, Paris, August SO^ 1901. 

Dear Miss Smbdley: I inclose herewith a letter from Mrs. George H. Kendall, 
asking for certain information, which I trust you will kindly furnish her. No one 
can do so better than you. 

Very respectfully, Henry Viqnaud, First Secretary. 



Ambassade des Etats-Unis, 

Paris, September SO, 1901. 

Dbab Miss Smedley: I inclose herewith a letter from Mr. G. H. Glysbeck, of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, who desires information, which I trust you will be able to furnish. 

Henry Vignaud, First Secretary. 



Ambassade des Etats-Unis, Paris. 

Dear Miss Smedley: I ^ive thèse few lines to Mrs. Oats and her son, who are 
highl^ recommended to this embassy. I hâve no doubt you will take pleasure in 
advising them, and I am sure you can do that much better than I. 
Kespectfully, 

Henry Vignaud. 

Secrétaire-Général 
DE l'Institut National Américain, 

Paris, le 4 Janvier 1904. 

Dear Miss Smedley: I am very happy to tell you that I hâve shown the letter 
of Mr. H. Vignaud, first secretary of our embassy, to Mr. Deville, the président of 
the municipal council of Paris, and the same aftemoon I had an appointment with 
the reporter, Mr. Lambelin, at the Hôtel de Ville. He also was very pleased and 
perfectly satisfied * * * this time. This, he said, will now convince every- 
body in the council, and he does not doubt in the least for a satisfactory issue when 
the matter will be voted, and, more so, he has promised me that we shall hâve, 
throngh his endeavor, the ground at the Champs de Mars. 

I hâve also visited the maire of our arrondissement (the 7th), which means also 
Ghamx» de Mars, and we are sure of his coopération, as he is delighted with our 
project and p^rticnlarly to be in his arrondissement. He promised me to use ail his 
influence. He gave me a full hour interview. 

So there is nothing else to be done hère for the moment. It remains for you to 
get everytihin^ settl^ on that basis in Washington, as you may also dépend upon 
an immêaiate mformation of the décision of the municipal council regarding location. 
With best wishes for a perfect success, I remain, yours, devotedly, 

H. VON Daur, Secretary-Oeneral. 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

Founder and Director- General of the 

American National Institute, 



Rome, October 24, 1899. 

Promovere Fîncremente délie arti belle è opéra che attamente onora gli iniziatori 
e mérita iode ed incoragiamento; poiche lo studio délie belle arti innalza gli animi 
a Dîo,_aommo exemplare dé ogni bellezza incivilàsce i popoli e forma i più nobile 
omamento délie grandi nazioni. 

M. Cardinal Rampolla. 



Miss Matilda Smedley, 

Founder- Général of the American National Institute: 

ï am happy to indorse this great work, and trust Venice may contribute to its 
progrees. 

Comendatore Nicola Barozzi, 
Director of the Royal Muséum of Archœology at Venice. 
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NOVEMBER 7, 1899. 

My mother, Lady Caithness, Duchess de Pomar, having taken a deep interest in 
the American National Institute, and having nnderstood this great undertaking and 
its founder, Matilda Smedley, from her first arrivai in Paris, and her work fifotn tbe 
beginning, I am pleased to Btate that I will always take the greatest interest in ' 
progress of the work. 

POMAB. 



I strongly recommend the efforts of Miss Smedley in behalf of this institution. 

J. B. Eusns, 
United States Ambasmdor, Paris, franôe. 



124 Waqram Avenue, 
Holyroody Paris, October 10, 1895. 

What grand success you are having, dearest friend. I am greatly in hopes we 
shall realiy hâve von with us with a beautiful home of your own before long. But 
let me say sometning, and that is do not wait till a house is built, but with a fnr- 
nished one in the meantime l)egin as soon as possible. 

I know several charming girls who are in despair. They do hot know whereto 
go or what to do, and are living miserably. I hope your institute will soon be 
opened and that English girls will be admitted. One of thèse I mention is cousin to 
Lord Wolseley. 

Lady Caithness (Duchess de Pomar). 



25 Octobre, 1890. 

Chère Mademoiselle: J'ai bien du regret d'être si loin et de ne pouvoir vous 
rendre visite. 

Oui, certes, j'accepte d'être membre honoraire de votre utile entreprise, non 
seulement parce qu'elle est bonne et belle, mais enfin en souvenir de notre chère et 
vaillante amie Emilie de Morsier que vous n'avez pas retrouvée, hélas! lorsque vous 
êtes revenue en France. 

Je vous fais envoyer aussi, comme vous en avez témoigné le désir, quelques exem- 
plaires de la Revue scientifique. 

Croyez-moi, je vous prie, votre très respectueux admirateur et serviteur. 

Charles Richet, 
Prof. Fac. Méd., Membre du ComiU* 
Château de Casqueiranne, Hyères. 



Cette institution me paraît être du plus grand intérêt et elle a toutes mes 83rmpatbie0' 

Baron Alphonse de Rothschild, C. 



I know, dear Miss Smedley, that since you began to work for the realization ot 
this dream of yours and of Mrs. Walden-Pell's you hâve certainly put in practicetbe 
motto which our dear friend, the Duchess of Pomar, has made her own, ** Commit 
thy work to God," and in this same faith I will do ail I can to help you. 

Emilie de Morsier, 
Organizer and Secretary- General ofthe Congress of Women^s Work, 
held ai Paris, 1889, under the patronage ofthe French GovemmenL 



L'amie de ma vraie amie Emilie de Morsier, au nom de ma chère patrie, je sois 
bien heureuse de cette grande idée— le prix de Paris faisant le pendant du prix de 
Rome. La France unie à l'Amérique par la science et le cœur. 

Isabelle Bogelot, 
Directrice des libérées de Saint-Lazare, Chevalier de la 

Légion d^ honneur, Membre honoraire du ComUL 
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PoRTLAND, Me., May 16, 190ê, 

M Y Dear Sbnator: You are aware that our people will not patronize nor fairly 
appreciate the talent, skill, or abilities of our Âmerican-born young artiste unless 
they bave '^etudied in Paris." Hence many of our gifted studente, conscious of 
talent and meaaurably proôcient in tbeir art, seem forced to go to Paris. For sucb 
persons, when not financially able to secure fltdng conditions of living, the existing 
conditions for snch **artifit life" in Paris are far from such as you would wish to 
bave our students subjected to. Indeed, I sball bave to say they are demoralizing 
and perilous. You will readily understand. 

Miss Smedley, filled witb sympatby for tbese young people, bas succeeded in 
enlisting to a very remarkable degree many of tbe best men and women in France 
in her efforts to establish an institute for tbe especial care and protection and 
encouragement of American students of talent and wortb. Tbe municipality of 
Paris bas recognized this in tbe most gracions way. Now, the coopération of our 
Government seems reasonable and proper. In wbatever way and oegree this eau 
be manifested you know better than I, but I trust sometbing may be found 
practicable. 

Witb best r^ards, Joshua L. Chamberlain, 

Ex-Govemor of Maine, Ex-PreMent Bowdmn Collège. 

Hon. William P. Fbyb, 

United States Senate. 



Brunswick, Me. 

M Y Dear Sir: I am glad to leam tbat vou bave expressed some interest in tbe 
object proposed by tbe American National Institute, Paris, France. I need not 
recite them. FeeÛng tbat inasmucb as our people demand tbat students of the 
arts and sciences must bave some study and practice under the best masters in 
Paris before tbe^ can be recognized as worthy of considération and patronage, I 
bave for some time taken interest in this effort to provide a place in Paris where 
our young people wbose gifts warrant tbe ambition to excel in work of this kind 
mav receive protected direction and encouragement while exposed to so many 
unmvorable influences. 

Tbis American National Institute was projected to afford such care and aid. 
Its objects and its inauguration bave impressed the bigh ofhciala of Paris and very 
many of tbe most famous masters there to sucb a degree as to bring out a remarable 
interest, amounting to practical assistance and coopération. 

It seems tbat we in our country ought to meet this gênerons action of tbe people 
of Franca Miss Smedley bas done a great work, and is held in honor on accouat 
of it as well as for her personal bigh qualities of character. 

It is now proposed to ask our Government to recognize this work by suitable 
encoura^ment, as it bas certain relations of public and national interest which make 
such action proper. 

I trust tbat Miss Smedley's efforts to secure an appropriation in aid of this insti- 
tute may be successful. 

I bave the honor to be, witb my bigh regards, 

Very truly, yours, Joshua L. Chamberlain. 

Thomas W. Cridler. 

Tbe Hon. William B. Allison, 

United States Senate. 

That this matter is not without interest from public raen of America, 
1 may say that I sought the advice of the présent Secretary of State, 
the Hon. John Hay, who, in a letter addressed to Mrs. Walden,Pell, 
honorary président, of January 27, 1889, said: 

Wbetber it be proposed to make the National Institute an accessory feature of the 
représentation of the United States at the Paris Exposition of 1900, or wbether it be 
proposed to incorporate the institate under national auspices, much in the same way 
as the Corcoran Art Gallery in this city was incorporated, if the latter were done I 
am inclined to think that the former would naturally follow, the advantages to be 
gained from associating the enterprise witb tbe national représentation of this 
country at the Paris Exposition being obviously conducive to its most practical 
organization on a basis promising permanent and large usefulness. 

Again, the Hon. Cushman K. Davis, a distinguished member of the 
Cîongress of the United States and présent chairman of the Committee 
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on Foreign Relations of the Senute, said, in a letter dated February 8, 
1899: 

The Président, as he has promised to do, brought the matter of the Institute build- 
ing to the attention of Mr. Peck, and, as I understand, warmly commended it. 

My own opinion is that the question now résolves itself into a plain business prop- 
osition, based upon one fact, and that fact is, Has the French Government made a 
concession for a site or will it make one? If it has made or does make such a con- 
cession, I see no reason why the structure can not be erected as desired. If it has 
not, of course the scheme for aid hy the United States funds dedicated to the exposi- 
tion building will fail. I put this matter very plainly that it may be distinctly 
understood by those who are more directly interested in the subject. 

The Hon. Chauncey M. Depew, a Senator of the United States f rom 
the State of New York, in a récent communication to me, says: 

I cordially concur in the views and suggestions of Senator Davis. 



Executive Mansion, 
Washington, August ^4t 1S98, 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

Van Dyck Studios, Éighth Avenue and Fifty-sixth Street, New York, N. Y. 

Dear Madam: I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your communication (A 
the 20th instant, the contents of which hâve been noted, and to inform y ou that the 
matter to which y ou refer will, in accordance with the instructions of the Presideat, 
be brought to the attention of Ck>mmissioner-General Peck. 

Very truly, yours, J. A. Porter^ 

Secretary to the Président. 



Department op State, 

Washington, August £4f 1898. 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

Eighth Avenue and Fifty-sixth Street, New York City, N. Y. 

Dear Madam: I hâve to acknowledge, by direction of the Secretary of State, the 
receipt of ^our letter of the 21st instant, in regard to the proposed American National 
Institute in Paris in connection with the participation of the Government of the 
United States in the Paris Exposition of 1900. 

In reply I hâve to inform you that your letter has been referred to Mr. Ferdinand 
W. Peck, Commissioner-General of the United States to that exposition. 
Faithfully, yours, 

Thos. h. Cridler, 

Third Assistant Secretary. 

203 Boulevard Raspail, 

Paris, France, March 10, 1900. 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

Founder and Director-General of the 

American National Institute (Prix de Paris). 

Dear Madam: I wish to thank you and Mr. Henry von Daur, the secretary-gen- 
eral of the American National Institute, for the assistance which you rendered me in 
getting permission to enter the École Normal. I am now able to begin the study of 
the French System of manual training, for I received permission to-day to enter at 
any time. As I wrote you, when asking for your assistance, I hâve been since last 
November trying to get this permission, which you succeeded in getting for me in 
such a short time. This expérience has cost me a good deal of time and money and 
has shown me how useful and expédient the American National Institute is. The 
high considération which it receives from the French authorities makes it an easy 
matter for students coming hère to study to obtain what they wish by applying 
through the institute. 

I hâve many reasons to be thankful to you as the founder of the institute and Mr. 
von Daur, the secretary. 

Very truly, yours, L. L. Summers. 



PRIX DE PARIS. 

Vous avez fondé pour les ans, 

Pour la gloire et l'aube éthérée, 

Votre œuvre construit en durée; 
Vous l'avez faite pour le Temps. 

Vous saviez — pour qu'un peuple immense — 

Comprenne à jamais son essor, 
Qu'il faut élargir l'espérance, 

Qu'il faut animer son trésor. 

Vous saviez que — pour que les jours 

N'affaiblissent pas nos mémoires — 
Les plus brillantes de nos gloires, 

Partent de l'art y vont toujours! 

Vaste espoir, élan fraternel! 

Comme un constructeur de lumière, 

Vous venez planter votre pierre 
Au temple de l'art éternel. 

Pour qu'un jour, dans nos fins sublimes, 

De fleurs recouvrant nos tombeaux. 
Le soleil dore d'autres cimes. 

Et germent de nouveaux flambeaux. 

Maurice Saint-Chamarand, 

PariSy 24 novembre 190S. 

A Miss Matilde Smedley, 

Sut la fondation de VInstUut national américaiv. 



Je suis heureux de pouvoir me joindre à mes collègues et j'approuve cette idée, 
inspirée par les plus nobles sentiments. Au moment venu je donnerai une i)etite 
esquisse. 

J.-P. Laurens, 
Membre de VInstUut, 0. 
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34 West Ninety-first Street, 

New Yœ-k, Mardi W, 1900. 

M Y Dear Miss Smedley: I hâve just read another article in favor of the American 
National Institute. I nmst write you a little of what I feel in regard to the noble 
work you hâve done. It is overwhelniing. 

I hâve also for years been doing a great educational work, and feel very proud of 
it, in that I hâve not only benefited the thousands of pupils that hâve passed 
froin nnder m y hand, but through them the uplifting influence has reached their 
homes. 

1 hâve been greatly interested in the institute because I hâve traveled abroad a 
great deal and nave f riends among struggling geniuses of our land, and therefore 
know and realize their great needs, and what a boon such an establishment will be 
to them; and I can scarcely realize now that the great undertaking is to become an 
accomplished fact, as I am sure it must be, for America will never permit France to 
excel lier in generosity and courtesy to her struggling talent. 

The patience with which it has been brought out, the streng^h of its foundation, 
the securing of it as a public utility, which exempts it from taxes, the concession of 
the land, is ail simply enormous, leaving the nation nothing to do but to erect the 
building and create scholarships. 

The social interest you hâve thrown intô this, as well as literature, science, and 
art, which opens the field on such a grand scale to brin^ our students in touch 
with the best the world has to give under such grand conditions, ail you may well 
be proud of. 

1 reiftd in our Présidentes message his suggestions in regard to the American 
National Institute. 1 felt proud of the head of our nation, that in the midst of the 
overwhelming duties surrounding him he had not failed to see the importance of the 
great work, and I believe it will be the (Towning glory of his administration and 
will make his name immortal — the establishment of the American National Institute, 
the Prix de Paris, in the beautiful city of Paris. 
Very sincerely, 

Sarah £. Buckbeb. 
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7 East Seventy-Second Street, 

New Yorkj NovembeTf 1895, 

This will introduce Miss Smedley, who is the original promoter of the Paris Insti- 
tute for American lady students. 

The object of the institate must appeal to the American public, and f rom personal 
expérience in Paris with young American lady students, I can not speak too 
strongly in its behalf for the moral protection it offers young girls alone in a foreign 
city. 

Mary R. Callender. 
[Translation.] 

15 Rue de l'Université. 

Dear Miss Smedlet: I am anxious to tell jou how glad I am at the success of 
your noble undertaking. You hâve had an idéa which at first sight appears very 
simple, it is so just, but which on refiection can not be so simple, since no one 
thought of it before you — that is, to bring together French and American artists by 
a more reciprocal and profound knowledge of each other. It is not for me to praise 
the artistic genius of my fellow-countrymen, nor to boast of the beauties of my dear 
native city of Parie. Eut it seems to me that a very happy initiation is possible 
through a school such as you hâve planned — a school both Parisian and American. 
The young Americans coming to it will find there a part of what they love in their 
native country; they will not feel away from home, isolated, since they will find a 
temporary home and make one of a large family; but, on the other hand, they will 
be in Paris, and at each step they take they will hâve before their eyes the great 
artistic remains of the past, from the admirable Gothic of Notre Dame ae Paris down 
to our modem constructions, less festhetic, assuredly, but still most interesting. 

One of the great cares of my life has always been to try and do awa^ with the 
préjudices and errors which are propagated from nation to nation because they do 
not nnderstand each other. Men must see each other, speak together, in order to be 
finally persuaded that they ail belong to one and the saine great human family, and 
that the legends spread abroad by the newspapers concerning the corruption of the 
French and the barbarities of the Americans are very false ones. Living in Paris as 
students, not as spoilt millionaires, your young American pupils will taste the charm 
of the true Parisian population, which tne rich travelers, leading a luxurious life in 
the big fashionable hôtels, can neither know nor appreciate, and they will appreciate 
the serions qualities that the Parisian hides under lus f rivolous and skeptical exterior. 

We, in our turn, ahall profit by the spirit of initiative of energy and by the senti- 
ment of great moral responsibility which do honor to your country people. 

Take notice that I do not speak hère of éducation, but of breeaing, which, per- 
haps, is of more value. It is never too late to finish our éducation, and young men 
and women can still perfect themselves in the art of good manners. As to instruc- 
tion, it is évident that it can be pushed very far. No city more than Paris is intel- 
lectual. The lesson, classes, conférences, are as numerous hère as the muséums, the 
salons of exhibition and of painting; they are widely open, and I tremble at the idea 
that one can be tempted ta follow merely the half of the classes held at the Collège 
of France, at the Sorbonne, at the Muséum of the Louvre, at the Conservatoire, at 
the Muséum, and elsewhere. There would be enough to occupy ten days in one day, 
and one would become top leamed. 

Your young people, when by their talent they bave merited, after compétition, to 
be admitted into the American National Institute, will not hâve ail thèse classes to 
follow; it will be suffi cient for them to choose one or two, so as to profit by them. 
Lastly, they will find in the American National Institute many precious resources — 
books, art gallery, and what is still more precious, they will be able to study alone, 
to commune with themselves; for after the agitation of the day nothing is of more 
value than the study and refiection that solitude brings. 

As there is for younc Frenchmen a school at Athens and at Rome, so the Amer- 
ican youth will hâve the school at Paris; and I am sure that this school, under the 
direction of wise and enlightened masters, will rapidly prosper. Truly, y es, I belle ve 
that in a few years it will be a title of honor to nave been a pupil of the school of 
Paris. 

This is what the municipal council of Paris and the American Government bave 
80 well understood. They hâve created, thanks to you and your undaunted courage, 
an institution which will live and cément, if needs be, the union of two great repub- 
lics, in love with the idéal, with fratemity, and with the love of the beautiful and 
the true. 

Believe me, dear Miss Smedley, yours, very respectfully, 

Charles Richet, 
FacuUy of MedicinCy Member of the Academy. 

Paris, February Î4y 1900. 

8. Doc. 167, 58-3 6 
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Brunswick, Me., February, Î90^. 
Hon. Chauncey M. Depew, U. S. Senator, 

Washinytoriy D. C: 

1 hâve watched with great interest the progress of Miss Smedley's efforts to 
secure the permanent establishment of the American National Institute in Paris. 
Having been with you associated with the movers of this work from its beginnins 
in New York, I am prompted to write you at this time, which seems to be a criticu 
one, to express my continued interest and satisfaction in recognizing the truly remark- 
able results thus far accomplished. 

Our f riends in France, and in particular in Paris, hâve shown more practical interest 
in the success of this institute than our own people, for whose honor and advantage 
it was contemplated. The need of such an institution was never greater than now. 

There is a gênerai demand that our young people studying the arts should prose- 
cute some portion of their studies in Paris. 

Many of our most gifted students in the arts and sciences are without proper means 
of securing respect and protection in taking up life in Paris. 

I understand that a bill is soon to corne before the Senate appropriating a sufficient 
sum to erect a building on the ground already secured by the kind récognition of the 
municipal council of Paris. 

I trust in your acting as sponsor. You will hâve the cordial appréciation and sup- 
port of many people of the nighest standing. 

With highest regards, Joshua L. Chamberlain. 



40 EaST SlXTY-EIGHTH StREET, 

May i, 190g, 

Dear Miss Smedley: Though I sail for Europe to-day, I am not forgetting your 
matter. If you need my subscription right away, if you will address a line to my 
secretary, Mr. M. D. Barry, 1033 Third avenue, he will forward it to you. 
Smcerely, yours, 

John D. Orimmins. 



Baltimore, Md., JtUy 10, 1899. 

I beg leave to inform Miss Smedley that every undertaking which contributes to 
the advantage of mankind and scientific improvement of an American student meets 
with my cordial support, and I hope that the work in which she is enga^ed will 
attain the success it deserves. 

J. (Cardinal) Gibbons. 



New York, January i, 1904. 

My Dear Miss Smedley: Your explanation of your plans for the American Insti- 
tute in Paris interested me so much that I want now, while wishing you a happy 
New Year, to express my hope that your excellent work will be carried to a spe^dy 
and successful conclusion. 

My own expérience among American résidents abroad and my work aa a student 
in several universities hâve brought me in contact with many who would hâve been 
immeasurably benefited by such an institution as the one whose cause you champion, 
and I know many others whose efforts hâve been misdirected and often eadly wasted 
for the lack of such help as it would seem but just that our Government should 
provide. 

The success of your undertaking, it seems to me, will not only be productive of the 
best results among American students in Europe, but should also hâve a reflectedly 
stimulating effect upon the work of our students at home. Wherefore it seems to 
me that the higher the development that our educational Systems at home attain the 
more shall we stand in need of just such institutions aa yours abroad. 

You hâve my heartiest good wishes for ail the good fortune that your admirable 
plan deserves. 

Yours, very sincerely, Norton Perkins. 



AMEBIGAN NATIONAL IN8T1TUTE. 61 

Editobs The Musical CJourier: 

Through your valuable paper of July 7 I hâve been able to seoure the circular of 
the American National Institute, ** Prix de Paris; '* further I am pleased to note there 
is a musical paper that îs fully alive to the great necessity of such a work. 

Your most valuable articles from Paris, written by Fannie Edgar Thomas, hâve 
been leading up to this work, and now there is a possibility of realizing in the near 
future résulta which will forever settle the question: Should, can, and will the 
American eirls go abroad to study? 

Contemplating the amount of work accomplished bv Miss Smedley and the noble 
patron, Mrs. Walden Pell, as shown forth in the circular, no matter what nation he 
oelongs to or what religion he professes, he must bow in profound admiration bef ore 
the woman who has had such an idéal, such a heart, and has known how to group 
around her such noble influences and to unité so many forces, as represented in the 
circular, of the most illustrions intellects of the world of art and letters. 

Is it needful to say that Miss Smedley has been guided by divine inspiration from 
the very start of this gigantic enterprise, which always secures success? And I trust 
since The Musical Courier has been doing much good on thèse lines it will publish 
from week to week some of the letters contained in the circular. 

Man^ are the girls possessed of rare gifts and artistic ability who, through this 
institution, may become a Nordica, or Eames, or Elizabeth Gardner, while those of 
lesser talent will realize their inability when they make application to enter the insti- 
tute and find they can not be admitted. The strongest point and the groundwork 
of said institute is to prevent so many going abroad and failing in their efforts. 

As set forth in the circular and the letter published by The Musical Cîourier of the 
7th instant from the prefect of police of the city of Paris, the Government of France 
has great faith in the future of the American iNational Institute. The help and gifts 
given by the great masters of France show conclus! vely that the time has come for 
such an institution. The gifts of France's great masters, if sold, would bring money 
enough to build the institution. Shall this be donc or will the American people 
come forward with the money to build the American National Institute to help 
thèse girls and secure to the American student the influence of culture and art? 
The lectures to be given to the institute is an éducation in itself, while the réduction 
of masters for lessons to be ^ven to the student of the institute reduces the présent 
expansés of a student in Fftns to one-half. 

X. X. 

July 12, 1897. 



56 Rue La Bruyère, 

PariSy March P, 1901. 

Dear Miss Smedley: Many thanks for the list of names y ou were so kind to 
send me. 

I am glad to hearthe students enjoy the concerts, and you will find some more 
invitations inclosed. 

Yours, very sincerely, R. Strakosch. 
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Miss Smedley: I, the undersigned, Ernest Dubois, chevalier of the Légion of 
Honor, medal of honor at the Salon, member of the jury de l'Ecole National des 
Beaux Arts and of the jury of sculpture for the prize of taris, American National 
Institute, attest that Mr. Henry Schonhardt, of rrovidence, R. I., United States of 
America, who obtained the prize for sculpture at the School of Design of Rhode 
Island, presented himself to me, and after having given proof of his real talent and 
remarkable aptitude, as well as serions hard-working qualities, I consented to give 
him lessons in sculpture in my studio gratuitously; but in view of the fact that 
his resources are extremely limited, I find myself constrained to write to you in his 
favor, and, if possible, for you to admit him to lodge at the American National Insti- 
tute, and to use jrour influence with the govemor of his State (Rhode Island) to 
obtain a scholarship for Mr. Schonhardt, thereb^r making it possible for him to finish 
hifl studies, which hâve been begun so very auspiciously in Taris. It would not only 
be an encoura^ment to him, but indispensable and necessary for the continuing of 
his lessons which I am giving and will continue to give Mr. Schonhardt without any 
rémunération whatever. 

With highest considération, believe me, dear Miss Smedley, 
Yours, most truly, 

Ernest Dubois, 
J5 Bue MonavBf Paris. 

Miss Smedley, 

Founder and Director-General of the American National Institute, Paris, France. 



American Art Association of Paris, 

Odober 11, 1902, 

Dear Miss Smedley: Fortunately I was one of the many American students that 
spent an enjoyable evening last Saturday. I am taking a r^ular painters' course 
at the Julian Académie in préparation for book illustration. Am heartily in accord 
with your good undertaking and désire to do ail I can to advance it. 
Yours, respectfully, 

E. Earlb Hogsboom. 



On Board Steamship Patricia, 

November 18, 190S, 

M Y Dear Miss Smedley: On leaving Paris I wish to thank jjou again for your 
great kindness and the many advantages you were instrumental in surrounding me 
with. So many girls go to Paris without any kind of knowledge of the language, 
where or how to secure the advantages they are seeking, lose valuable time and 
money, and too often return home without accomplishing anything of note. The 
American National Institute will be the means of saving time, money, and sU^ngth, 
and redound to the glory of our country. 

Yours, most respectfully, Mary Wilson. 

[Arthur Teed, Carrie B. French, A. L. Hockinghull, U. L. Weed, L. S. 
Kiefer, Henrietta lana Monod, Henri Monoa, Mary S. Healey, Helen 
Stanley, Aletea d'Avenus Salvador, Geogianni Weldon, Augusta 
Glose, Lende W. Glose, Caroline A. Sower, Collin Armstrong, Count- 
ess Batoska, Hellen A. Peabody, William C. Oats, Adeline F. How- 
ley, M. A. Johnstone, Louis Cryramy, Martha E. Herrick, Mrs. 
George Smith, Mrs. Chèque Harrison, Mr. Andress, director; Mr. 
C. Powell, manager; L. H. Kauffman, Charles Pearson Shaw, Isabela 
King.] 



St. Paul, August 5, 190S. 

Miss Matilda Smbdley: I beg leave to express the hope that you are meeting with 
success in your work for the establishment in Paris of an "American National Insti- 
tnte." The building up of this **institute" I consider to be a work most worthy of 
the patronage of intelligent Americans and of the active coopération of our National 
Government. 

Students of art will continue in large numbers to go to Paris, where snch wondrous 
fadlities are offered, to obtain the information and training to which they aspire. 
Lef t to themselves they are scattered through the French metropolis without friends 
to gaide or direct them; your institution would be a center to which students could 
go and where counsel would be given to them. 

It is to the great advantage of America that American youths dévote themselves to 
art and to be auly prepared to excel in it. America has come to that stage that it 
can not afford to be behind European nations in advanced culture. Our National 
Government should in one way or another take this matter into its hands, and I 
eamestlv hope that the recogmtion which you seek from it for your work will be 
accordea to it at an early date. 

Knowing as I do Paris, and knowing as I do the condition of American students in 
that city, I feel the deepest interest in your work. 

Kespectfully, John Ireland, 

Archbishop of St. Paulj Minn. 

63 
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New England Conservatory op Music, 

Bostorij Mass.f December 17 , 190È. 

Dear Miss Smedley: We feel deeply interested in the American National Institute 
in Paris, France, of which you are the founder and director-fçenerai. We are sure 
you hâve already accomplished a grand and noble work amonç the American stu- 
dents in that city, and we most sincerely hope that Congress wifl recognize this, and 
the necessity of assuring its permanency, by granting a nberal sum of money for the 
érection of a fine building, with an endowment fund for many scholarships. 
Wishing you ail success, we remain, 

Yours, very truly, G. H. Chadwick, 

Musical Diredor. 

Charles P. Gardiner, 
Président of the Board of Trustées. 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

Diredor- General American National Institute, 



Paris, 157 Rue de la Pompe, 

January i, 190£. 

M Y Dear Miss Smedley: I can not let you leave for that dear country we both 
call *'home," especially when I consider the mission on which you are tient, with- 
out sendine you my **godspeed.*' 

May God not only speed ^ou on your joumey by land and by sea, but may He 
above ail things speed you m your efforts to bring home with convincing force to 
the Government of our great land the realization of the pressing need of their 
hearty and ungrudging suçport for the great enterprise which your untiring 
énergies of mind and lx)dy, inspired by that greatest of ail ideals — ^a love of coun- 
try — hâve finally, after eight long years of effort, brought into being. The Amer- 
ican nation needs the American National Institute. It needs it badly and it needs 
it now. It needs it for many reasons, but there is in my opinion one great, one 
suprême reason, why it needs it, and that is that only by and through such an 
institution as the American National Institute can our country in the broad sensé 
retain as true Americans the thousands of our voung people of both sexes who 
annually flock to the Old World for inspiration and instruction in the professions of 
their choice. 

Our advancement in our own country in ail the arts moves on with marvelous rap- 
idity, but we must still look to Europe, in the gênerai sensé at least, for the best 
methods of instruction in the arts. The genius of our land in ail branches of art, as 
in everything, is vigorous, unquenchable, and overflowing. It must choose its own 
outlets and it must hâve its own way. No purely private enterprise at home or 
abroad, no matter how well its aims, can suffice for it. It is a part — a vital part — of 
the life of our people, and its needs can only be adequately dealt with by the father 
of our people. 

Let our Government but give give its support to the American National Institute, 
and by that only does it become possible for thousands of enthusiastic and aspiring 
young American soûls to be placed in immédiate and direct contact with the great 
masters of art, science, and literature in the Old World; but thèse selfsame young 
countrymen and women of ours will also at the same time be afforded that moral 
support and protection which they most urgently need while far from home and 
friends, and which it is the duty of those who care to ^ve them, while the spirit of 
patriotism which will also be inculcated in a national institute such as yours is désigne! 
to be while the needs of the individual are being supplied are incalculable, for what 
could forge so strongly a link between our young stuoents in a foreign land and their 
own dear country as an American National Institute, representing, as it would, in 
the great city of our sister Republic the power, dignity, and beneficence of the Ameri- 
can Government? And so again I say God speed you in your truly national work. 
Most respectfuUy, yours, 

Gertrude Griswald. 

(First prize of the Paris Cîonservatory, 1880.) 
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31 Wellington Street, 
Toronto^ Canada j March 21 ^ 1901. 

My Dear Madam Smedley: Mrs. Ellis and self wish to thank you for the many 
kind favors you hâve shown our dear sister, Miss Florence G. Bell. We feel that 
you are temporarily taking her mother*s place. We can assure you it is very com- 
lorting for us to know she nas found in you a véritable godmother. Our appréciation 
of your kindness is such that you must always consider us as your very good friends, 
ana should Canadian référence ever be of service to you or the institute you may 
with confidence use the writer, who will always do the American National Insti- 
tute ample justice, and who is well acquainted in nearly ail sections of the Dominion 
of Canada. 

Again thanking you, we are always at your service. 
Yours, very truly, 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Ellis. 



50 Avenue d'Iéna, 

PariSy December 9, 1900, 
Miss Matilda Smedlet, 

Founder and Director- General ofthe American National Institute. 
(Mr. Henri von Daur, Secretary-General.) 

Dear Miss Smedley: With a feeling of gratitude I write sending my personal 
thanks to you who hâve done so much for the American student life in Paris. Some 
of us must become the American savant of to-morrpw — your sheaves. 

Oh, that we ail might know and feel the pain, the labor, cost, the fortitude a 
masterpiece calls forth — yea, the sacrifice — and yours in its completion is indeed a 
masterpiece. Thouçh not a magnificent pièce of statuary, not a grand and irapos- 
ing temple, no astonishing canvas, no thrilling musical composition, nor a poem that 
shall better or move thousands to tears, nor is it a profound scientific research, y et 
your work is ail of thèse, for as the sculptor guides his chisel, the architect his pen- 
cil, the painter his brush, the musician nis fingers or voice or pen, as the poet or as 
the scientist studies his problem and apparatus, you hâve studied and are now guid- 
ing American students. 

Your masterpiece bas been a tremendous undertaking. I bow in récognition and 
beg you to accept m y grateful homage, and as I, so will ail the American people 
when they realize what you hâve done for us as a nation. 

You hâve filled a long-felt want, and with the fulfilling or realization of which we 
never dared hope for, much less expect. 

The cry of the American student nas ever been, "When will our people awaken?" 
for until now the great French masters hâve been our only succor, and they hâve 
been the only ones on whose kindness we could rely. 

Thanks to Mr. von Daur, who succeeded in interesting thèse masters for our 
good. 

How différent and how much easier for the student who comes to Paris knowing 
he is capable of meeting and knowing thèse men from the poor student that worked 
ard sweat, and thought that he might but hâve even an interview with one of thèse 
men, and when he finally was favored how he had ail the hard upward climb 
against others, against the language, with no one to help him, no one that could 
speak a kind woni for him. I, yes I, of ail the American boys know best what Mr. 
von Daur has done for us, and I thank him. 

Finally, I can but say for ail and to ail: Merci — thanks; and with regard to the 
students of Paris, I am ever at your service, with pleasure. 
Yours, 

Henri Schoenhardt. 

(Three years at the preliminary institute. ) 



Paris, December 5, 1901. 

Dear Miss Smedley: After being a pupil and résident of the preliminary house of 
the American National Institute I can fuUy appreciate the great advantage the insti- 
tution will be to the young people of America. 

The object and aims of this great work are so far-reaching that it demands the 
coopération of every intelligent person. 
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While we ail anxiously await the resuit of your visit to Washington, our hopes are 
founded upon our knowledge of the wonderful keen-sightedness of thè American 
nation to recognize and grasp its opportunities. 

That this is a great work, aear Miss Smedley, no one can possibly deny, the fulfill- 
ment of which will hâve an immense effect in making and helping forward the 
progress of a great nation. 

My sincerest wishes are with you in your undertakin^, and I am onl^ sorry that 
the time has come for me to sever my connection as pupil of the institution. 

My interest will always be with it and for it and ita work. 

Very sincerely yours, A. Juliet Howson. 



Januaky, 1900. 

Dear Miss Smedley: * * * How few of those sitting at home near comfortable 
fires, in the joys of their familles, know of what those aoroad hâve to bear. It is 
going to inake more différence tb our country how they treat their students than how 
they treat their soldiers. Soldiers they can always draw, but not brains. Do any of- 
our men at home realize our sacrifices — what they are worth to the nation? Is there 
no patriotism without the unifomi? Then give us the institute and we will wear the 
uniform, but it is not the cloth that makes the soldier. Ail famous battles hâve be^i 
fought in shirt sleeves, and that is our uniform to-day, and worthy of America and 
the institute, which we must hâve. 

Please remember while away from us that you hâve ail our good wishes and sym- 
pathy and prayers for the commendation ana guidance of Him above. 
Yours, 

Henri Schoenhakdt, 
Student of the Prelxminary Éouse. 



GosHEN, Ind., January 19, 1904, 
Miss Matilda Smedley, Washington, D. C 

My Dear Miss Smedley: It was my purpose to write you immediately upon my 
retum to Chicago, assuring you of my approval of your great work in trying to 
establish an American National Institute m Paris. I feel quite certain that, could 
each of our United States Senators and Congressmen travel a season in Europe, not 
one of them would oppose your efforts, but would give it enthusiastic support. I 
wish it were possible for me to lie in Waahington pending the hearing of your bill, 
but it is quite out of the question. Call on Hons. Charles B. Landis and A. L. Brick, 
both from Indiana and f riends of mine. Tell them that I trust they can see their way 
clear to, in their position as Congressmen, aid and assist you in your very great work. 

Wishing you every success, I beg to remain, 

Most respectfully, E. M. Baker, 

465 South Canal Street, Chicago, lU, 



Mr. McKiNLEY, 

Président ofthe United States: 

Mr. Président, pardon me. I speak from an expérience of twenty years spent in 
trying to awaken an interest in art in the public schools of Ameri«u I came over 
hère nearly two years ago, worn out with tne strugele, but the cry of the hungry fol- 
lowed me to Florence, and I held a summer class tnere last year. * * * A rési- 
dence of ten months in Italy convinced me, ho wever, that that was not the place 
for such a work. I came to Paris last March, and was not hère ten days before I waa 
sure this was the center I was lookinç for. Then I found Miss Smedley, and dis- 
covered that the plans of the Amencan National Institute were large enough to 
includemine — indeed, they are more advanced and outreaching than I had dreamed of. 
I hâve other letters of the same import. 

I would also like to read you a clipping from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch entitled 
**Money in art," also the many letters and signatures of the great masters who hâve 
given to their support. 

Joséphine Lock, 

Boston Conservatory of Mtmc 
W. Théodore Peters. 
Mrs. M. E. GiGNOuR. 
Maurice Louis Chamaunad. 
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Chicago, February 7, 1901. 

My Deak Miss Smsdley: In everv letter received from Florence ehe has ne ver 
fàiled to speak of your invariable kindness to her in every way. You may rest 
assured it is fully appreciated by myself and family. You certainly hâve lieen a 
good friend to her, and, knowing this, we feel better satisfied to hâve her remain 
longer than she antîcipated. I présume May will be her last month with you. We 
are ail very anxious to see her once more, as she has practically been away from 
home two years. 

Thanking you again, also your sister, for ail the kindnesses she has received at 
yonr hands, also for the scholarship given her by you, and for the many cultured 
and refined people she has been introduced to by you, with the kindest wishes for 
yourself and sister, believe me, 

Most sincerely, your friend, M. A. Bell. 



Brooklyn, N. Y., February 10, 1902. 

My Dear Miss Smedley: Thank you very much for the opportunity given me to 
examine the numerous letters and documents testifying so eloquently to the benefi- 
cence of your Paris enterprise. It is most interesting to learn the view of those who 
bave had a chance for personal investigation of the institute and know so much 
better, of course, than I the nature of what you are trying to accomplish. 

Let me confess just hère that for some years I was a complète skeptic conceming 
it. The scheme seemed to me like many of the fine théories, impracticable and 
chimerical. I even questioned the necessity for any such undertaking, but there is 
now no doubt left in my mind concerning its desirability, even need, and my con- 
versation with others interested in éducation who hâve personally looked over the 
ground confirms m y belief. 

That you may succeed abundantly is the wish of, 

Cordially, yours, Caroline B. Le Row. 

(For thirty years in public school.) 



Georgetown University, School of Medicine, 

Washington, D. C, May 19, 1902. 

M Y Deab Miss Smedley: I hâve been very much interested in your scheme for 
establishing in Paris an institute for the assistance of American students. I hâve 
heard it spoken of mainly with référence to those who go abroad for the purpose of 
studying art 

I hope that in your considération of students you will not neglect those who visit 
Paris for the purpose of scientific instruction. There are many courses in the Collège 
de Frfmce which could be made available for Americans were they only better known. 
The gênerons cosmopolitan hospitality of French teachers is famous; indeed, it is a 
tradition among them ever since the days of Abelard. The Pasteur Institute has 
already had much effect in shaping the knowledge of infective diseases among Ameri- 
can students and would gladly do more. There is also much hospital and laboratory 
work that is available for the training of foreigners. 

AU this should be taken in hand by the American Institute, as well as subjects 
relating to art. Many students go abroad each year for the purposes of study or of 
inspection of foreign work. They usually hâve an imperfect know^ledge of French 
ana hâve but a hazy idea of the advantages and resources of Paris. Consequently, a 
great deal of their time and money is wasted or, indeed, worse than wasted, for they 
too often yield themselves to the frivolities of the great city and return nome with- 
out having accomplished any serions work. Had they been properly guided at the 
outset this would hâve been avoided. This, I take it, is what you désire to effect 
with the American Institute. 

The Rockefeller Pathological Institute and the Carnegie Institution hâve in view 
the sending of students abroad for instruction, and it would seem eminently proper 
for an American Institute at Paris to assist and cooperate with thèse bodies. 
Very truly, yours, 

Frank Baker. 
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[The American National Institute, 1902.] 

My Dear Miss Smedley: I send you a pen talk in verse that tells the storjrof 
désire from my point of view, for I regard the proposed mémorial (the Amencan 
National Institute) an artistic expression of national gratitude and reciprocity for the 
alliance of 1781. With best wisnes and kindest regards for the complète success of 
your work. 

Sincerely, Flora Adams Darling. 

Verbes suggested at the unveUing of the Rochambeau monumenty remving meniories of our 

French allies. 

1781-1902. 

To-day we welcome sons of France 
Guests of a nation jointly won; 
Under two flags we meet a^ain 
And now, as tnen, to stand as one. 
When Lafayette and Rochambeau 
With men and gold came in our need 
To make the hearts of patriots strong, 
As allied friends in word and deed, 
Faith led France to espouse our cause, 
Before the dawn of peace had come, 
In time of want, in time of doubt, 
To daunt the heart of Washington. 

Turn back the page of history 
To seventeen hundred eighty-one. 
To men who fought our flght to win, 
Our French allies, at old Yorktown; 
Now, in the noonday of our might, 
We bail with pride the allies kin, 
The sons of France, the men of war, 
Who helped our patriot sires to win. 

Again, alliance is our thème, 

We hear the écho o'er the sea, 

To voice the glories of the past, 

To sing the song of victory ! 

Let a mémorial be raised 

In sunny France to aid our own; 

In honor of our French allies, 

A tribute to our Washington. 

Let us erect a school of art, 

A national institute of famé, 

A monument to our progress 

And glories won in our own name. 

A gift of land France now douâtes, 

A site in Paris of renown, 

The States accept with many thanks 

And pledge the keystone arch to crown; 

Then in one voice let us respond, 

Let Ck>ngress meet the founder's plan, 

Through scholarships on merit based 

To aid art students' just demand; 

Let sons of noble sires unité 

To strike the keynote of success, 

Let daughters weave a laurel wreath 

To crown the gifts of God's bequest. 

Now. to the founder friend Godspeed, 
The initial work becomes a law, 
Congress accents the gift from France, 
A deed of land without a flaw; 
The national institute— to rise 
Amid environments of art 
To foster talent of our home. 
And may each State do noble part, 
Take back to our old friends oi France 
A hope fulfilled in God's own way, 
A monument to allied art 
To mark the march of destiny. 

—Flora Adahs Dablino, A. M. 
To Miss Smedley. 
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December 31, 1903. 

Dear Miss Smedley: If your work in behalf of American art in Fmnce does 
nothing else than systematize the aâairs of our American students you will hâve 
accomplished a great deal of good. Therefore no practical American should criticise 
the Project adversely, and ail who hâve studied in Europe will, I am sure, give you 
every encouragement. Personally I would hope that eventually the work might be 
establîshed on the broadest personal Unes, including science as well as art. How- 
ever far it is destined to go, you hâve my best wishes for its success. 
Sincerely, 

Carey Culbertson, m. D., 

Chicago, TU. 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

Washington, D. C, 



126 East Platte Avenue, 
Colorado Springa, Janimry 14, 1904- 

M Y Dear Miss Smedley: Mv time was so short in New York with Mrs. Davis it 
was impossible to give myself the pleasure I so hoped to enjoy in seeing you. 

I can not tell you what an interest I took in ail you told us about havmg a national 
institute in Paris for American students. Anyone who bas ever seen the déplorable 
condition of young Americans who go abroad in hope of benefiting by the number- 
less advantages omy to be found there can realize what it would mean to the students 
themselves. As for America herself, one can not begin to count the harvests she 
would reap in a few years. To the students a national institute in any city abroad, 
and especially in Pans, would mean the greatest and most needful protection, both 
morally and mentallv. They would lose no time nor money in floundering about, 
sometimes for months, before they find the right companions and teachers. To 
America, to begin with, it would mean having some real claim on the students, so 
that in finishing their studies in Paris or elsewhere their first thought would be to 
retum to their native country and give to it what now is given every year to almost 
any other country but our own. To go into foreign galleries and see both pictures 
and sculpture, the work of American artists (and work that any nation would be 
proud of ), to see it there and realize it is there only because the artists find acknowl- 
edgment and appréciation more in almost any other place than at home, is, to say the 
least, most exasperating. AU the more so because we ail know, with a few efforts, 
we could make American students just as proud and willing to give their best to 
their own country as Frenchmen are to theirs. 

If we could recall the talent that rightly belongs to us and give it the place that is 
its due in any country, a great deal oi this going abroad by moneyed Americans in 
quest of art and music and many other things to be found there, and could also be 
found to a great extent at home, if only we, as a people, would show things at home. 
Starting a national institute in Paris would be the very best way to begin this great 
change in the présent condition of affairs, and I hope with ail my heart you will suc- 
ceed in bringing this about. It is a thing in which I take the greatest interest, and 
will do anything in my limited power to encourage and help. 

Hoping you will in the very near future realize what now you are striving so 
valiantly to obtain, believe me, 

Yours, most sincerely, Jane Robinson. 



The Westminster, 

Boston, Mass,, AugustG, 

M Y Dear Miss Smedley: I talked a great deal about the institute to some people 
on the steamer, and everyone thinks it such a wonderful work and that you are such 
a wonderful woman. It is new to so many people; but they take the greatest interest 
in it and think there can only possibly be one resuit, and that is that the building is 
a certainty. 

People hâve only to know about this work to realize how much it means for Amer- 
ica and Americans. It is really a great advantage to those who are so favored as to 
be in the institute even now, and what would it be when you are able to carry out 
fully your ideas for the future of the institute. You were ail so kind to me and I 
thoroughly appreciate ail the institute did for me. With such dear people as you, 
the count«ss, and count, what can you not do? For no sane person could refuse you 
anything. I am sure you will get your appropriation. You will soon, if you hâve 
not already, hâve a letter from Miss Charlotte Lynn. She is the young lady of whom 
I wrote to Mrs. Stanley P. Clemens. Mrs. Clemens is away from Boston, but she 
wrote me that Miss Lynn would write you immediately. Dear Miss Smedley, 
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when you come to Boston, Doctor and I want you to corne to the Westminster as our 

fuest. Be sure and write me before you leave Paris and you must come to Boston, 
ly love to your dear sister and remembrance to the count and Mrs. MuUer. . 
Yours, with gratitude and affection, 

Etta Edwabds. 
I will Write again when I can write a décent letter. 

E. E. 



The necessity for American genius alienating itself from home in search of those 
art opportunities which are only to be found in the Old World has brouçht upward 
of 3,000 young people to Paris to study and prépare for their life occupation. 

I plead that the home Government owes some duty to thèse temporary exiles 
whose labors eventually must increase the wealth of our country. 

The history of art in France, England, and Germany teaches that money spent by 
thèse Goveinments for art purposes in less than twenty years has trebled its value 
to the nation. Surely an American investment will be no exception. 

We are grateful to you for the récognition given to the work of the institute in 
Document 398 and also for the report of the Secretary of State conceming the érec- 
tion of a permanent building. Knowing as I do the conditions of student life in 
Europe, I am convinced that an international proiect is the only solution. While 
its deiay is unfortunate, the cause remains uninjured. We only look to you the more 
confidently, that with that large sagacity which has characterized your Administra- 
tion you will carry the measure successully through the next session of Congress. 

From the stanapoint of our industrial and social relations the work is an éco- 
nomie necessity and its location is wisely chosen, for Paris is not only the art but 
the intellectual center of the modem world. 

The appréciation of France is shown in her concession of ground free of taxation, 
in donations of pictures, in the réduction of tuition fées, in free lecture courses, and 
in a çenerous hospitality toward science, letters, and the arts utterly unknown in 
Amenca — a hospitality that does not hesitate to offer ita best free of chaîne to the 
humblest foreigner provided he has the ability to appreciate it 

The work done at 50 Avenue d'Iena since last Octbber is its own démonstration. 
The health, morals, time, and money of students hâve been saved through beinç put 
in immédiate connection with the right institutions and authorities. Tluree students 
hâve already enjoyed the benefit of free scholarships. 

Mr. Président, pardon me, I speak from an expérience of twenty years spent in 
trying to awaken an interest in art in the public schools of America. I came over 
hère nearly two years ago worn-out with the struggle, but the cry of the hungry fol- 
lowed me to Florence and I held a summer class there last year. Among those in 
attendance was Miss Mary McDonald, of New York City. 

A résidence of ten months in Italy convinced me, however, that that was not the 
place for such a work. I came to Paris last March and was not hère ten days before 
I was sure this was the center I was looking for. Then I found Miss Smedley 
and discovered that the plans of the American National Institute were large enoi^n 
to include mine — indeed, they are more advanced and outreaching than I had 
dreamed of . 

Very respectfully, yours, Joséphine C. Locke, 

SupervisoT of Drawingy Chicago Public Schools. 



Lyceum Theater, March SO, 1898, ' 
Miss Matilda Smïdley. 

Dear Madam: Before I had the pleasureof hearing from yOur own lipsanaccount 
of the efforts you are making to interest lovers of art in your plans to make art study 
abroad available to American students, I had heard a great deal on the subject from 
my daughter, Mrs. Charles H. Biegel. 

From my association with the American Academy of Dramatic Arts I am familiar 
with the temptations and tempérament of ordinary art students, and am in com- 

Slete sympathy with your conviction that a crying need exists for such an American 
[ational Institute as you are laboring to establish; nay, more, I am convinced that 
no one who, having the means yet lacks the will to assist in such an enterprise, can be 
a true lover of art. 

I am, dear madam, very truly, Fred Williams. 
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Paris, Februaryj 1900. 

My Dear Miss Smedley: The Prix de Paris î A noble thought to be cast in 
imperishable marble! An American National Institute on the banks of the Seine, 
whose halls will be written over with the new names of glory! Under the porticos 
of this academv will gather future knights of science, art, and literature. Tne poet 
will tind his place. The future poet must be omniscient if he wishes to console the 
world'spain. 

With dutiful and true regard, William Théodore Peters. 



My Dsab Miss SfifEOLEY: As I am very much interested in the noble work you 
hâve been so eamestlypromoting, will you kindly forward me a copy of letters from 
circular of information, pages 15, 20-22, 30, etc., regarding thesame, as referred to 
in Musical Courier of Juiy 7. 

Sincerly, yours, Marriner Floyd, 

Président Boston Conservatory of Music. 



Dbab Miss Smedley: It is with pleasure that I extend to you the courtesy of an 
honoraiT membership in our council of the Boston Conservatory of Music, in récog- 
nition 01 the great work you are doing for the art we love so well. 
Respectfully, yours, 

Marriner Floyd, Président, 



Wednesday, March ISj 1901. 

Dear Miss Smedley: I ara sorry that I hâve not been able to pay you what I 
owe you as yet, but I hope to be able soon, as I hâve written to ail of my friends for 
money. I nave received only enough money (since I left your place) to live on. 
M y own money is ail gone, and my father has had business troubles and can not send 
me much. 

If I can not raise enough money to pay you with while I am over hère, I will send 
it from America. I am going back as soon as possible (if I can get back) and go to 
work at my old occupation, and as I can make money at that I will be able to forward 
you the amount very soon. 

I hope that you will believe me when I state that I intend to pay you as soon as 
possible. I will hâve to work my way back home and will be glad if I can get the 
ch'ance to do that even, as I am very much run down in health and entireïy sick 
of this trijp. My next attempt at a foreign éducation will be when I hâve a bank 
account oimy own. 

1 hope that you are in good health and are having success in your work. 
Yours, sincerely, 

H. E. B. 

P. S. — Please give my best regards to Mr. and Mrs. von Daur. 

H. £. B. 



The idea of an institute for American girl students in Paris is one that has always 
greatly interested me, and I cordially indorse this effort to put it into exécution. 

Katharine de Forest. 



I thoroughly approve of this much-needed institution in France, and from an 
expérience of many years' résidence in Paris realize this great need of a well- 
organized home for self-supporting women. 

Effie Mackenzie Evans, 
49 Avenue de V Opéray Paris. 



I very heartily commend the purpose of this undertaking and look confidently to 
its successful accomplishment. 

Geo. S. Malory, 
EditQT of The Churchman, New York City, 
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I hâve read many times of the crowded quarters of the girl students in that ereat 
city, and will be reiEwiy to lend a hand to the work when y ou visit our coast. If you 
corne to London next month I should be so glad to know you better and learn of 
your great life work. 
Our London address is: 

Mrs. Wm. s. Edwards, 

Care of S. K. Mfg. Oo., Ltd., 
Èroad Street Hovtse, London. 



Paris, October 27, 1896. 

I am delighted to see the success Miss Smedley has met with in this most useful 
work. L appreciate what this work means to America. 

I shali be most hajmy to contribute a small picture, not to be sold except at price 
fixed by the artist. Ficture to be delivered within six months from this oate. 

JuLius Stewart. 



Paris, October 28, 1896. 

It will give me plea!;»ure to contribute a small picture to the çood cause in which 
Miss Smedley has interested us ail. The picture, like othere, will be delivered in six 
months, and to be held at a price fixed by the painter. 

E. L. Webks. 



Je considère l'entreprise de Miss Smedley comme une grande œuvre et comme une 
nécessité de notre siècle. 

Chas. Frank Hoffmann, D. D., LL. D., D. C. L., 

SI West Seventy-second Street, New York, 
Mardi de Pâques, 1895. 



Je suis de tout cœur pour la réussite de ce grand projet. 

J. HOLLMAN. 



Je suis trop heureux d'apporter mon modeste concours à cette grande œuvre et 
j'inscris mon nom de grand cœur. 

Laurent, De V Opéra, 



53 West N INET y-second Street, 

New York, January 29, 1906. 

Dear Miss Smedley: Truly a grand idea **an American National Institute" in 
the city of art and beauty. Let us hope that this (your) idea may soon be carried 
ont for the benefit of the American student, as well as for the benefit of the American 
nation. 

If the United States Government represents the people there ought to be as little 
delay as possible to bring about a successful issue. 

Believe me, dear Miss Smedley, 

Yours, very sincerely, Bern. Boekelman. 



64 West Ninety-eighth, Street, 

Nexo York, January 19, 1902. 

M Y Dear Miss Smedley: No doubt you hâve forgotten me, but my wife and 
myself often think and speak of you. A young lady leaving for Paris to study was 
adyised to call and see me for the address of a good school where she could study 
voice and répertoire, and I sent her to you. I am thinking very seriously of trying 
to make my début in opéra at the Opéra Comique and write to ask if you can give 
me any ad vice on the subject. I realize to make a success in opéra I will hâve to get 
my "programme" in Europe, and to me Paris is the only place. I would come 
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equîpped with the language and the opéras. What I want is the expérience. I sup- 
pose you remember my voice and I can honestly say I feel it improves ail the time. 

Remembering that you were personally acquainted with Senator Chauncey Depew, 
and now that the Senator has just been marned he will entertan lavishly at the cap- 
ital, and in those entertainments vocalists are generaly ensaged. Thinking a letter 
f rom you saying I had sung at the preliminary institute to which he had been invited, 
feel sure it would do much good. I am also trying to sing for society in New York 
this winter and if you can help me reach any of the musical people, saine will be 
greatly appreciated, and perhaps some day I can reciprocate. 

I suppose your school is now ail you désire and sailmg in smooth waters. My wife 
and self wisn to be kindly remeinbered to your sister and brother-in-law. With 
kind wishes to you from my wife and self. 

I remain, very sincerely, • Clifford Alexander Wiley. 



Toronto, Canada, 

March £1, 1901. 

My Dear m ADAM Smedley: Mrs. EUis and self wish to thank you for the many 
kind favors you hâve shown our dear little sister, Miss Florence G. Bell; we feel 
that you are temporarily taking ber mother's place. We can assure you it is very 
comforting for us to know that Florence is so comfortably placed and that she has 
found in you a véritable "Fairy godmother." 

Our appréciation of your kindness is such that you must always consider us as 
your very good friends, and should Canadian référence ever be of service to you or 
vour institute, you may with confidence use the writer, who will always do your 
institute ample justice, and who is well acquainted in nearly ail sections of the 
Dominion of Canada. 

Again sincerely thanking you for your kind motherly love so freely given to our 
dear little sister Florence, we are always at your service. 
Yours, very truly, 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Ellis. 



Carnegie Hall, New York, 

February ly 1905, 

M Y Dear Miss Smedley: I can not express to you my admiration for the gi^ntic 
work which you bave acconiplished by establishing "An American National Insti- 
tute" in Pans. My expérience as a student abroad and a teacher for many years in 
the United States, proves to me how necessary such an institution as this is for the 
American student abroad, not only intellectually but morally. 

Wishing you ail the success in the world, 

I am, very sincerely, Giacomo Minkowski. 



Mr. Frye presented the following 



LIST OF NAMES AND LETTEBS OF PEBSONS STJPPOBTINO THE 
INOOBPOBATION OF THE AMEBIOAN NATIONAL INSTITX7TE AT 
PARIS, FRANCE. 



January 27, 1904.— Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations and ordered to 

be printed. 



Extracts from letters received by Miss Smedley indorsing the insti- 
tution, introduced in the Senate by Senator Frye, 1904: 

DiOCESAN HOUSE, 

ê9 Lafayette Placer New York, March £0, 1896. 

M Y Dear Miss Smedley: With a board of examiners composed of the président of 
the National Academy of Design, the président of the Architectural League, and other 
eqoally important persons to test the qualification of the person to be aeiLt «.\^\^c^<9k^ 
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for study, sach an enterprise as you bave in mind for that purpose bas, nndoabtédly, 
advantages of consideraole value. 

Very truly, yours, H. C. Pottbb, 

Biêhop of New York 



St. Patbick's Ohubch, 
WoêhingUmf D. C, Marchf7f 1906, 

1 hope and pray for the success of a project which means so mach for our fatare 
as a nation. 

D. J. Staffosd. 



My Dear m ADAM : I hâve examined with much interest the rough draft of the 
project for the foundation of a National American Institute in Paris for the éducation 
of American students in musijc, in art, in literature, and the like. I bave no doubt 
that such an institution as is propoeed will be most useful and very serviceable 
indeed to many American students. The plan also commends itself to me as one 
likely to be successful in accomplishing the results aimed at. I hope you will be 
able to command the coopération that is necessary to put the project upon its feet. 
Yours, respectfully, 

Seth Low, 
Président Columbia Collège. 



1896. 

Dear Miss Smedley: Your plan for the establishment in Paris of an institute for 
American girls commands my hearty approval. 

It will always be the ambition of our gifted students of art to perfect themselvee 
in their studies through the generous provision which the French people hâve made 
for the encouragement of such talent. Our girls who go to Paris for that purpose 
should bave ail the considerate care and génial surroundings which it is possible to 
secure. This is not always easy to accomplish. Your institute therefore meets an 
absolute need. It is a breath of home in that beau ti fui city. 

The fact that you bave enlisted the cordial sympathy and support of so many men 
and women distinguished in character and position in Paris, is testimony both to the 
worthy character of your undertaking and their personal confidence and esteem for 
you. It would be strange indeed if there were not as many and as noble men and 
women in this country to give vou equal countenance and support. 

As to the invitation with which you honor me to take a place on vour board of 
managers, you are aware that m y résidence is in Maine, but I shall be happy to 
cooperate with you according to my ability. 
Yours, with highest esteem, 

JosHUA L. Chamberlain, 
Generaly U, S. Armyy ex-Govemor of Maine. 



1 wish by this letter, which you can publish if you think it useful, to let ail my 
American friends know that I give my 'Tioral support to your enterprise, and I hope 
they will help us for the sake of their young country women. 

I know, dear Miss Smedlev, that since you began to work for the realization of 
this dream of yours and of Mrs. Walden Pell you bave certainly put in practice the 
motto which our dear friend the duchess of Pomar bas made her own, "Ôonamit thy 
work to God," and in this same faith I will do ail I can to help you. 

Emilie de Mobsier, 
Organizer and secretary-general of the Congress of women* a work 
held at Paris j 1889 j under the patronage of the French Chvemment, 



True friend of my true and faithful friend, I approve with ail my heart this idea 
of yours. The Prix de Paris will be a worthy mate to the Prix de Borne. 

Isabelle Booelot, 
Chevalier de la Légion d* honneur, membre Jionoraire du Comité, 
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PariSj 1895, 

You bave done me the honor to explain to me your plan of foundiniç an establish- 
ment for American girls who come to Paris for the purpose of studying art. To 
insure its success the gênerons heart and the practical sensé are required, and both 
my friends and myself are entirely at your disposai for anything which could help 
you in your work. 

The sixtb ward of Paris is too proud to possess on its territory the School of Arts, 
and Ecole des Arts Décoratifs, to remain indiffèrent to the studies which you intend 
to favor. Will you allow me then, in the name of Mr. Paul Colin, painter, cheva- 
lier de la Légion d'honneur, subdirector of the Ecole des Arts Décoratifs, inspector, 
etc., and my former colleague, 2, quai Malaquais, and in the name of Mr. ï^erdinand 
Ohaigneau, also çainter and engraver. Cité des Fleurs, and both of whom highlv 
approve of your idea, which I explained to them, as well as in my own, to tmtnk 
you for having kindly associated us in your work. 

Respectfully, F. Hebbet, LL. D. 

Lawyer at the court of appecUSf membre du Comité. 



CoLUMBiA Collège, 
Madison Avenue and Forty-ninth StÉbet, 

New York City, AprU 9, 1896. 

M Y Dbar Miss Smedley: I bave looked over your scheme for providîng in Pans 
a place where American young women can live ând pursue to advantage their pro- 
fessional studies. The end in view seems a most serviceable one, and the scheme 
itself, so far as the détails bave been worked out, seems to be abmirably adapted to 
the conditions. If I can serve you in any way I bhall be glad to do so, though 
thèse things are quite outside the time of my own activities. 

Yours, very sincerely, William R. Ware. 



New York, November le, 1894» 

Hitherto I bave invariably opposed the idea of young girls going abroad to study 
art excepting under the care oi a matron. But the «expense connected with such an 
undertaking could be afforded onljr by a very few. 

Now the American National Institute will reduce the outlay to a minimum. A 
motherly and intelligent oversight will guard and guide the young ladies in their 
respective studies. Such a privilège is of inestimable value, and must be quickly 
appreciated by every American parent. 

Ange- Albert Pattou. 



Paris, January 16, 1896. 

Mademoiselle: You bave done me the honor to associate my name with the names 
of those Frenchmen whose advice and sympathy you wisbed to ask in behalf of the 
work which it bas been your generous iâea to found in Paris. 

It is with great pleasure that, having heard the exposure of vour plan, I add my 
signature to those of my illustrions compatriots who had desired to give you a testi- 
monial of their approval. 

I will not let you start for America without renewing to you the expression of mv 
b«Bt wishes for the success of your enterprise. Without any doubt its success will 
dépend on the manner in which it will be conducted. Much activity, zeal, and pru- 
dence will be required. But if those who will superintend its or^anization and the 
working of it are not déficient in those essentially American qualities, one is entitled 
to hope that through it great benefit will resuit to both your country and ours. 

To offer to Amencan girls, désirons of studying art, science, or literature in France, 
a home both comfortable and safe, which, for the smallest price possible, will be to 
them a center of reunion, provided with the necessary resources, a shelter from soli- 
tude, loneliness, and the many dangers to which a large, strançe city would expose 
them, and in which, without losing any of their individual liberty, they will find 
the best indications and encouragements; surely this is creating a most usef ul work 
for your country. It is creating also a useful and honorable one for mine, in help- 
ing to develop between the two great Republics the connections of every kind that 
already subsist between them. I, consequently, can not do otherwise than wish 
sincerely for its full realization, and I beg to renew to you, Mademoiselle, the expres- 
sion of my most respectful sentiment. 

Frédéric Passy, 0., 
Membre de V Institut, membre honoraire du Comité. 

S. Doc. 167, 58-3 6 
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New York, February 17, 1896, 

My Dbar Miss Smedley: I write to renew to y ou the assurance of m^ warm 
approval of the enterprise you hâve in hand for the establishment of an art institute 
in Paris, which shall place the great advantage of art culture in ail the prominent 
branches of art within the reach of the young women of America who désire such 
assistance. 

I am a firm believer in the great and substantial advantages which are to be derived 
from music, painting, and from ail artistic expressions of the beautiful; nor do I limit 
the advantages to be derived from thèse sources as merely pleasurable émotions. 
They become gradually assimilated with civilization itself, and a people gifted in art 
and fond of its varied fonns of expression gains not only in refinement but also in 
power, in material wealth, and in attainment of everythmg that is of benefit to the 
human race. 

On the terms in your circular you may enroU me as a subscriber for $100. 

E. Elleby Anderson. 



88 Rue Jouffroy, 

Paris, November, 1896. 

Dear Madam: I approve heartily of the American Institute and believe it will 
overcome the difficulties which beset student life in Paris. 

On my part, I propose to give lessons at a reduced price (known to the executive 
committee) to two young ladies coming from the institute and fulfilling the condi- 
tions which I think indispensable for a successful career: 

1. They must not be under 18 years of âge nor over 22. 

2. They must hâve a good constitution, healthy lungs, and unspoiled voices. 

3. They must be prepared to remain at their studies at least two years for concert 
and teaching, and three years to be fit for opéra. 

4. They must know French, Italian, or German, besides their own language. 

5. They must know gênerai history, as well as the history of music. 

6. They must also play the piano and read music. 

7. For an operatic career a good sta^e figure and a first-rate voice are indispensable. 
Thus, with a good foundation.laid in America, students coming to Paris can pur- 

sue their finishing course with great advantage under the guidance of the institute, 
and our mutual work will hâve the resuit we ail wish for. 

Wishing you a complète success in your national and humane undertaking, 
I remain, dear madam, sincerely, yours, 

Mathilde Ii([archesi. 



1896. 

Miss Helen Cooke will be pleased to do anything in her power in connection with 
Wellesly Collège to assist Miss Smedley in^her work. 



New York City, 1895, 

I am in hearty support of the project of the American National Institute of Paris, 
and will give a concert for its benefit. 

Anton Seidl. 



OCTOBER 1, 1895. 

It will give me great pleasure to assist in any way possible toward promoting an 
institute of such undoubted worth as the proposed American Institute of Paris. 

Walter Damrosch. 



Am proud to follow such illustrions examples. Will certainly hâve much pleasur» 
in giving a concert for the benefit of the institution at a date mutually agreeable. 
Faithfully and sincerely, yours, 

Albert Gérard-Thiers. 



Dear Miss Smedley, Paris: 

I wish you most heartily success in your grand enterprise, and will give you a co] 
cert for a benefit. 

J. HOLLMAN. 
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1895. 

The fact that the music trades owe their being and draw their sustenance from 
professors and students of music makes the récent arrivai from Paris of Miss Smed- 
ley, director and promoter of the institute for American students, a matter ai especial 
interest. — Music Trades, 



25 West Sixty-eighth Street, 
New York City, February £5, 1895, 

The plan suggested by Miss Smedley of assisting art students in Paris, providing 
not onfy for their advancement in art studies, but for proper institute accommoda- 
tions and influences, must meet the approval of everyone With a good organiza- 
tion and an accompUshed executive leader the work must be successful. 

Henry G. Marquand. 



New York. 

I appreciate how greatly this is needed by American students sufficiently advanced 
to avail themselves of the wonderful advantages and artistic atmosphère which 
renders Paris such a world-renowned center of culture. Wishing you full success, 
I remain, yours, sincerely, 

S. D. Doremuj. 



As onderstood by me. Miss Smedley' s plan for an institution for art students in 
Paris seems to be a most excellent one and worthy of the hearty support of ail. 

Horace W. Robbinb, N. A., 

1S7 East Sixtieth Street, New York, 



New York City, 1895. 

I believe in this so heartily that I am goinç to take a share in the stock, and I will 
*^ my influence and interest in Paris this wmter as well as at home. 

Helena de Kay Gilder. 



I very heartily indorse this project, and hope it will be pushed to completion. I 
know of no better work in the interest of humanity and art. You may enroll me 
^or 1100. 

KiCHARD WaTSON GlLDER. 



Je m'associe bien volontiers à l'œuvre de l'Institut National Américain et j' ap- 
plaudis de grand cœur aux efforts artistiques des fondateurs. 

Th. Dubois, 0., 
Membre de V Institut, Directeur du Conservatoire, 
Membre honoraire du Comité du Conseil de V Institut National Américain, 

I*ABi8, 7 novembre 1896, 



L'idée que vous avez eue est excellente et je ne puis que faire des vœux pour le 
développement et le succès de votre œuvre. Je vous adresse mes respectueux 

Antony Batier, 
Sénateur, Membre du Comité, 



. To secore the health and progress which render success possible to the student of 
^^^^Siûg the accomplishment of this work is absolutely indispensable. 

Blanche Smedley von Daur, 

New York, 



Fabis, 1896. 

Everything which concems the welfàre, physical, intellectoal, and moral, of 
American art students in Paris interests me deeply; especially do I sympathize with 
the young girls and women in the peculiar difficulties they hâve to encounter. 

Our dear Mrs. Pell, whom we so love and révère, has joined you in the important 
enterprise you hâve undertaken in behalf of young American ladies studying in 
Paris, aidea by the endowments you will secure from benevolent rich persons at 
home. You will be instrumental in the development of a few students who, like 
Rosa Bonheur, will be a source of pride to their country; of many singera whose 
rich cultivated voices will win them fortune and famé; in ail branches of art you 
will be useful to the few favored ones who are gifted with true genius. 

You will also aid hundreds of brave, bright girls to fit themselves to beteachersof 
painting, sculpture, architecture, engraving, music, etc., in our schools ail over 
America, and nere, I believe, will be the true source of your influence for good. 

Alas, in the arts '^many are called and few are chosen.'' You will also be able 
to rescue from want and temptations myriads of mistaken ones who never can suc- 
ceed in their studies. You will provide them with salutary counsel, with restraining 
influence, and with materiàl aid. Tell our American girls with scanty means, with 
délicate health, not to come abroad rashly. Even money, strength, and courage are 
not sufficient to create artists ; without heaven-bestowed faculties the best of truning 
is insufficient 

With my best sympathy in your enterprise, 

Yours, cordially, Elizabeth Gabdiner. 

78 
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To Miss Mathilde Smedley, fonnder American National Institnte: 

Toil on, fair lady, in your work of love, 
Leading earth's climbers to the heights above; 
And while with gentle hand you smooth the road, 
And lighten many a weary mortal's load, 
Eemember that whoe'er, oy word or deed, 
Cheers one aspiring spirit in its need, 
' Or helps one struggUng artist soûl to rise, 
Lifts ail mankind still nearer to the skies. 

— Lucius Pbrry Hills. 
Atlanta, Ga., May S, 18S7, 



LoNDON, February êOy 1897. 

I think it a highly meritorious and excellent thing that an institution is being 
formed in Paris to teach music to ail Americans who désire a thoroughly eflBcient 
musical éducation. 

Adelina (Patti) Nicolini. 



The American National Institute has ail my sympathy. I hope with ail my 
heart that we shall soon see it erected in Paris. * 

Christine (^née) Nilsson, 
Comtesse Casa di Miranda. 



Art Students' League of New York, 

£16 West Fifty-seventh Street, November 14, 1895, 
MissMATiLDA Smedley, 

118 West Eighty-fourth street. 

Dbab Madam: The proposed American Art Institute at Paris, meets with our 
approval. The need oi such an institution is manifest to those conversant with the 
conditions of student life in Paris. 

We trust that you will be successful in this work, to which you hâve so unselfishly 
devoted yourself, and also hope that its foundation may be foUowed with the estal> 
liehment of scholarships to aia deserving students who are so often unable to com- 
plète projected studies. 

YouTB, very truly, Geo. W. Brbck, 

Président Art Students^ League. 



L'Institution d'un Prix de Paris sera sans aucun doute féconde pour la grande 
République Américaine; elle sera en tout cas un grand honneur pour la France. 

D. PUECH, 

Député de Farts. 



Je m'associe de tout cœur à la bonne idée de créer à Paris un grand institut 
américain. 

£. Barrias, 
Membre de V institut, membre du jury du Prix de Paris. 



J'applaudis de grand cœur au développement de l'Institut national américain, et 
je ne doute pas qu'il ne contribue à l'accroissement des relations entre les universités 
américaines et françaises pour le plus grand bien de la France et des Etats-Unis. 

Emile Picard. 
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Heureux de s'aasocier par ses vœux les plus sincères à une œuvre qui honore 1( 
Etats-Unis et qui resserrera les liens entre les deux Républiques. 

Gborges Picot. 
Secrétaire perpétuel de V Académie des sciences morales et poUJUqMS. 



Paris, le B5 juillet 1901. 

Je souhaite de tout cœur que les liens qui unissent si étroitement déjà les deux 
grandes Républiques se ressèrent davanta^, et je suis convaincu que la fondation 
d'un institut national américain à Paris y aiderait puissament. 
Je fais donc des vœux pour la réalisation de cette idée. 

Bellan, 
ConseiUer municipal de Paris. 



Paris, le £0 juillet 1901. 

L'œuvre de l'Institut national américain offre les plus vifs intérêts; elle marque^ 
un lien d'union plus étroite entre les deux Républiques; elle affirme la solidité dans 
la collaboration au progrès de l'esprit humain; elle confirme la vitalité et le rayonne- 
ment du génie français. 

John Labusquiârb, 
Conseiller municipal de PariSy né en Louisiane et aimant toujours son pays natal. 



Paris, le 18 septembre 1900. 

Je forme les vœux les plus sincères pour le succès de l'Institut national américain, 
et je suis très heureux de m' associer aux efforts de ses fondateurs en mettant un de nos 
instruments à titre gracieux à la disposition des jeunes musiciens qui viendront 
compléter leurs études sous son patronage. 

A. Blondel, 
Directeur de la maison Erard. 



Paris, le 7 février 1901. 

Je suis charmé comme "Nationaliste" de voir la vieille France ouvrir de plua en 
plus largement au monde ses trésors d'art et de pensée. 
J'approuve donc absolument le projet de l' American National Institute. 

Jules LemaÎtre, 
Membre de V Académie française, membre du jury du Prix de Paris. 



Tous les vœux d'un homme dont les sentiments ne se sont jamais démentis pour 
les Américains et les Canadiens, pour les frères et les amis de l'autre côté de l'eau. 

Herbette, 
Conseiller d'Etat. 



24 Janvier 1901. 

La ville de Paris devenant la Rome du Nouveau-Monde c'est toute la sloire antique 
passant par nos mains pour être la grandeur des peuples modernes et 1 orgueil de la 
France éducatrice. 

Arm. Grébauval, 
Président du Conseil municipal de Paris. 



SSt. Paul, October 19, 1895. 

Madame: I beg leave to speak my word of approval in favor of the Home for 
American Women Students of Arts in Paris. Of the need of this home and of the 
many advantages to American women whose désire to study brings them to the 
French capital, there can be no doubt. The success of the home is already assured. 
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Those who bave undertaken to organzine it are persons of such wellknown probity 
that no failure is possible with them. My best wishes will accompany tbeir labors. 
Kesx)ectfally, 

John Ireland, 
Archbishop of St. Paul. 



I bave listened to Miss Smedley's explanation of her plan for the éducation and 
trainin^ of American girls in îhe city of Paris, France, and bave examined recom- 
mendationâ of ber metbod by some of tbe best men at home and abroad, and I 
tbink such a scbool as sbe bas in her mind merits the support of every lover of art 
and morality. 

Thomas Hunter, 
Président Normal Collegej New York City. 



Miss Smedlbt. 

Dear Madam: I hâve read tbe draft of your circular, and tbink it is very clear 
and to the point. On tbe understanding that the benefits are to be given to aeserv- 
ing studente, selected by proper examination, I bave no hésitation in indorsing your 
enterprise. 

If you carry out your plan of paying for land and building, and rely on tbe income 
to meet the running expenses, it could hardly fail to succeed. 
Very truly, yours, 

Howard Russell Butler, Président, 

135 West Forty-seventh Street. 



Cairo, March 4t 1897 

With my greatest sympathy for tbis noble and highly patriotic work. 

C. Belanponta Ostbery, 
Consul-Général, Stockholm. 



Brooklyn, July ;?7, 190S. 

Tbis is a work that touches ail the people of our nation. 

J. H. Lamport. 



I most heartily approve and applaud Miss Smedley's great undertakinç, and con- 
tribute with much pleasure my bronze bust of the Abbé Liszt, modeled from life at 
the Ville d'Esté for bis eminence Prince Cardinal Hohenlohe. 

M. EzEKiEL, Sculptor. 



Rome, March ^, 1897. 

Franklin Simons will be happy to contribute to the American National Institute a 
médaillon likeness of Miss Smedley. 



439 FiFTH Avenue, November 17, 1895. 

You will be pleased to learn that several of my friends in Paris and London talked 
to me tbis summer. about your noble undertaking, and praised it most highly. I 
wanted to tell you tbis wben you did me the honor of calling on me the other day, 
but forgot to tell you; and I bave been thinking also about the many fiattering letters 
and encouragements you bave received from so many illustrions people; but allow 
me to advise you to ask tbe signature, with a word of encouragement, from the French 
ambassador. 

An American institution of that kind, I shouldn't wonder, will be folio wed by a 
similar one from many a country. Rome is no longer the Mecca of art. It bas long 
ago been Paris, and every one of us owes a great, a very great, debt to Paris. There- 
fore, we should ail erect a temple and à laboratorium in Paris. 
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Please keep me poeted with the successfol development of yonr missionary work, 
and believe me your hmnblest but moet devoted admirer. 

Respectfully, yours, Hubxbt Vos. 



The plan is indeed most worthy of hearty approval and support. I wish the boys 
also might find such sympathy, and perhaps some day it may be extended to them. 

D. HUNTINQTON, 

Ex-Président National Academy, New York, 



Paris, 1895. 

Inclosed please find a clippin^ from the Herald. Yon see, mj dear friend, your 
beautiful, noble workisbeinj? talked of in ail directions, notonly m our owncountry, 
but over ail Europe, for which not a little crédit is due the Herald. 

The forming of an association which will be willing and ready to help (by its pro- 
tection^ those whoare willing and anxious tohelp themselves, will do a greatamount 
of gooa, and fiU many, many hearts to overflowing ^ith gratitude toward ail thœe 
who hâve been instrumental in furthering your grand undertakins. 

Many of our young American women are, as we ail know, mil of talents and 
ambition, talents which hâve often had to be unperfected from the impracticability 
of allowing a young, beautiful girl to come alone to Europe f to the land of perfect 
art) to finish the ofttimes wonderful gifts with which she bas oeen endowed. 

Now, my dear Miss Smedlev, you are about to do away with many of the fears 
which must fill every mother s neart, no matter how mu(;h she may relv upon the 
moral strength of the dear child she bids "God speed," as she sends her with a 
mother' s blessing and prayers across the great Atlantic to a strange land, often to 
struggle against allurements and temptations which are only too frequently held out 
to our young girls under the guise of assistance and advancement, but which, Uter- 
ally. would mean failure to their most cherished hopes of success. 

That Grod may bless you and this great effort is the prayer and wish of your friend, 

B. Webks. 



New York. 

To secure the health and progress which render success possible to the student of 
singing the accomplishment of this work is absolutely indispensable. 

Blanchs Smedley von Daur. 



Dear Madam: The proposed American Art Institute at Paris meets with our 
approval. The need of such an institution is manifest to those conversant with 
the conditions of student life in Paris. 

We trust that you will be successful in this work, to which you bave so unselfishly 
devoted yourself, and also hope that its foundation may be folio wed with the estab- 
ment of scholarships to aid deserving students who are so often unable to complète 
projected studies. 

Yours, very truly, Geo. W. Brbck, 

Président Art Students^ League. 



[Boosey <fe Co., music publishers.] 

New York. 

Dear Madam: In reply to your favor addressed to Mr. Hollman, it ^ves me 
pleasure to grant him permission to play at the concert you are now arrangmg in aid 
of the National Institute, Paris, for American students. 

Wishing you success, I am, dear madam, 

Yours, truly, George Maxwell, Manager. 

It is my belief that a properly managed and liberally conducted institute in Paris 
for American students who go there to study would be a thoroughly good thing, and 
fill a useful sphère. 

Yours, sincerely, Carroll Beckwith. 
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New York, 1896. 

I cordially approvethe proposition hère formulated, to wit, that American students 
in Paris shoula hâve the laigest amount of comfort and privilège consistent with 
moral security. 

David James Burrell, 

Pastor of the CoUegiate Church, 



Paris, 1895. 

I thank ^ou for kindly letting me know something in détail of the projected institu- 
tion. I quite feel with you that another " home " for American students hère is not 
neceesary, and I realize doubly that it is désirable that our young Americans inter- 
ested in art should not come to Paris to study unless they possess an unusual talent, 
or the means to eustain themselves in the simplest way while hère. Your suggestion 
of an examination in America and of a Prix de Pans, corresponding in a measure 
with the Prix de Rome, seems to me a very admirable one. 
YouiB, very truly, 

John B. Morgan, D. D., 
Rector of the Church of the Holy Trinity, 



Paris. 

From every point of view I find your proposed enterprise grand and wonderful, 
and it is with great pleasure that I ada my name to the list containing so many 
eminent names. 

Baissac, Officiai Int. 



68 West Fipty-seventh Street, 

New York, November 4, 1S9S, 

Mt Dbab Miss Smedley: The provision for girl students in Paris of a building 
^hich shall be at once a school and a home seems to be a désirable thing. There 
will œrtainly be no lack of students, but those who are admitted should be such as 
liave proved their capacity to profit by such exceptional advantages as Paris offers; 
in a word, it should be a school for advanced students. A great deal of good can be 
<lone by makin^ the ph^sical conditions easier than they hâve sometimes been to 
«tudents in Pans; that is to say, if the scholars find good food and comfortably 
^anned and well-lighted rooms to live in, their work will be ail the better for it. I am, 
Yours, very sincerely, 

Edwin h. Blashfield. 



Paris. 

This institute recommends itself to every Franco- American; my heartiest wishes 
for its seccess. 

Henri Vignaud, 
Secretary of the United States Embassy, 



Paris, 1896. 

I am charmed with your undertaking, and you hâve my heartiest wishes for a 
final succees. 

Mounet-Sully, Actm, 



Paris, 1896. 

Situated as I am, I can not find or think of an undertaking more worthy than 
yours. 

Juliette Adams, 
Directrice de la Nouvelle- Revue. 
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As one who is thoroughly conversant with the great need for this institution, I 
wish it every success. 

A. D. TowNSEND, AU Angél» Church 



It is with the greatest pleasore I seize the opportunity to congratulate you on yoar 
good success in securing the support of the American people both financially and 
morally in establishing your institute of arts and lan^uages in the French capital, 
which, I hope, will benefit générations to corne; and havins: among its patronesses 
such a famous person as my country woman, Mme. Christine Nilsson, I hâve no doubt 
but that it wiU be patronized by ail who want to send their daughters to a ''safe 
home," where they can achieve perfection in their studies. 

Hoping that your ardent labor will attain the resuit it merits, I remain, 
Very sincerely, yours, 

H. G. Matton. 



Madam: So long as it is necessary for Americans to go to Paris to breathe the 
artistic atmosphère not to be found hère, such an institution as the American National 
Institute will undoubtedly be of great service and comfort to the students. 

Clarencb Andrews, 

4S9 Fifth Avenue, 
Concerts Opéras and Festivals. 



The plan of Miss Smedley's enterprise for the protection and home for American 
girls studying in Paris is worthy of the hearty support of ail artists, and I cheerfully 
add my signature to its commendation. 

Thomas B. Wood, 
Président Academy of Design, New York, 

Tiventy-third Street and Fourth Avenue, 

Edgard M. Ward indorses the same. 

Art Students' Lbague of New York, 

215 West Fipty-seventh Street. 

Dear Madam: The Art Students' Lea^e is glad to add its indorsement to the 
many you already hâve for the proposed institute for American women at Paris; and 
also trusts that the endowment of scholarships for study of art abroad may be a 
matter of the near future. 

Very truly, yours, Henry Prelwitz, Director. 



From my own knowledge of student life abroad, I most heartily approve and 
hope that soon something of the same nature may be started for men. 

Charles Lee Tract. 



There is not a place in Paris where a girl can properly be cared for without paying 
a large price, and even then there is much to be aesired. That there is an urgent 
need of such an institution as you désire to establish is évident to ail who hâve a 
knowledge of the musical student life. 

One of our prominent artists said to me, when speakinjjto him of your plan, "Our 
Government ought to aid the artists. They coula so easil^ approprîate a number of 
thousands of dollars yearly for the benefit of students living abroad, to aid them in 
their labor, and thereby build up a sure and substantial foundation for art in our own 
country in the future. The students could work with so much more courage if 
relieved from a part of the money obligation. As you propose to arrange your work, 
the unpleasant burden of chanty is removed from it, and the place, when estab- 
lished, made solf-supporting." 

Whether by Government or private individuals, I trust that your work will 
receive speedy récognition, and success crown ail your efforts. They are assoredly 
in the right direction. 

Most sincerely, etc., H. C. Hibbard. 
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14 East Thirty-eighth Street, 

New York, May 18y 1896, 

Mt Dbar Madam: The plan of the American National Institute in Paris as you 
bave explained it to me is full of interest and promise. So many of the young men 
and women of America are attracted to France every year by their désire to pursue 
the study of art that it has become very désirable to provide them with wise guid- 
ance and direction. A comicil of experienced persons, carefully selected, not only 
with resard to their knowled^e of art, but also with regard to their character and 
knowledge of life, could certpmly cive most valuable advice and help to young art 
stadents, and keep them from mi&ing some of the mistakes which are natural to 
youthand inexpérience. 

I trust that your efforts will hâve the success that they deserve, and hope that your 
plan will tum out to be the means of accomplishing a great and real good. 
Very sincerely, yours, 

Henry Van Dyke, D. D. 



New York, January 21^ 1896. 

Before leaving New York for Madrid, in the interest of art, I read with much 
pleasure in the columns of the New York World the success which has crowned the 
worthy endeavors of Miss Mathilde Smedley in behalf of American students. 

ICnowing the privations of student life as I do, I know that too much assistance 
*Qd. considération can not be given to further her efforts. She has grasped the situ- 
ation, and her schemewill master its difficulties. AU persons interested in theearn- 
6st student, forced to cultivate talents for a livelihood, should join in brincing to a 
speedy realization the great work so looked forward to, so ardently desired by the 
Btudents themselves. 

Wm. M. Chase. 



Paris, Hôtel Continental. 

I want you to look into the case of some American girls who are living at — , rue 

, tmit were brought over from America by a sort of clergyman, he having 

^k:en money from their parents for their éducation, etc. This story was related to 
^^ by Miss Lee, a cousin of one of the girls. Of the particulars 1, of course, know 
^thing more than has been told me; but some urgent and energetic means should 
'J^ taken, and it is a case in which you could easily give a helping hand by taking 
*M^m off to your home. Will you côme to see me at tne hôtel if you hâve a moment' s 
tnxie? 

Yours, very sincerely, The honorable Mrs. Spencer Cowper. 



Kaving spent many years as a vocal student in Paris, Milan, and the capital cities 
^* Germany, no one can appreciate more fully than myself the necessity oi just such 
* home and protection for American girls, who up to the présent time bave to endure 
{^i vations and annoyances which can only be fully realized by those who hâve shared 
^«^em. 

\Vi8hing you ail success, believe me, yours sincerely, 

LiLLiE Berg. 



X commend the work most heartily to ail interested in the éducation of youth. 

Mary L. Dey. 



December 29, 1896. 

^ou may rest assured that I will in every way encourage and assist you in the task 
y^^ii hâve undertaken. 

Alex. S. Webb, 
Président New York Collège. 
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New York. 

Dear Madam: I am very much interested in your project to form headquarters in 
Paris for American women wishing to study there. Many scholars from the Woman's 
Art School go abroad from year to year, and it is a subject of anxiety to them and 
myself that they should be positively and agreeably eituated in a city where they are 
étrangers, and whose civilisation is différent from our own. 

Wishing you ail success in what seems to me a noble and most UBefal undertaking, 
I remain, 

Yours, sincerely, Susan Nicholas Carter, 

Principal Woman^s Art School, Cooper Union, 



During my récent visit to Paris I was forcibly reminded of the need of such a 
place for art students as you propose to provide, and I heartily hope it will prove a 
success. Yours is a noble work — one that should certainly appeal tb ail lovers of art 
and literature and Americans in every land. With ail good wishes, I remain, 
Yours for art and American girls, 

William Laurence Chittbnden, 

' * Poet Ranchman of Texas, * ' 



This undertaking demands tne approval and support of every loyal American. 

Elizabeth B. B0R8T. 



New York, 1895. 

By examining the way in which you Intend to bring about such a great 
work, you can be sure in advance that everybody who is interested in art 
will be disposed to help you in your enterprise, which indeed has been desired 
for a long tlme. 

I hâve often seen how much dlfl3culty young foreign art students In this 
great metropolis bave had to find a convenient pension or a modest hôtel 
to stop at during their study time. Not only bave they lost tlme and money, 
but neglected entirely their mission to Paris. I bave seen cases when youiiK 
American students had to go back to their country without having accom- 
plisbed what they came for. 

There are other important facts that bave occurred in cases when the 
parents had sudden losses in their fortune, and the young student had to 
stop what was the beginning of a glorious career. 

But for ail thèse cases the plan of your institute (Prix de Paris) provides, 
There is not only in view the moral support and chaperonage, but also the 
material in cases of necessity. 

Once more I beg you to accept my warm congratulations for a perfect 
success. 

Yours, truly, Henri von Daub. 



New York City, 1895. 

I very heartily indorse this project and hope it will be pursued to comple- 
tion. I know of no better work in the Interest of humanity and art. 

Geo. Hepworth. 



Associate Alumn^, Normal Collège, New York City. 

My Dear Miss Smedley: I listened to your account of your work with 
the greatest interest. It seems to me that you are filling a long-felt want 
in making it possible for our taleuted young women to continue their studies 
in Europe at a minimum expense, and with a maximum expense, of home 
coin forts. 

I feel that your proposed house in Paris will make it much simpler for 
women to carry on post-graduate work abroad, and that many will gladly 
avail themselves of the advantages and safeguards it will offer. I hope to 
bring the subject before the associate alumnœ of the Normal Collège, and 
I think that your work will appeal to them very strongly. 
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Witb most cordial wislies for the speedy success of your plans, 1 am, very 
sincerely, yours, 

Alice R. Nobthbop, 
Président of the Asaociate Alumnœ, 



M. Van Ingen, professor of art in this collège, bas been speaking to me of 
your talk last week in Pougbkeepsie, and of tbe Interest and importance pf 
the work you bave undertaken. We botb feel that we sbould personaily 
enjoy bearing you speak at tbe collège, and that many of our professors and 
students would be glad to avall tbemselves of the opportunity of bearing you. 

Could you conveniently speak bere Tuesday, May 21, or Friday, May 24, 
at a quarter of 5? I shall be glad to place my parlor at your service, and bope 
you will dîne witb us at 6 o'clock. 

I am, my dear Miss Smedley, very sincerely, yours, 

Geobgia O. Hendbick, 
Lady Principal, Vassar Collège. 



Witb tbe best of available teacbers for tbose wbo understand that serious 
and continuons study is tbe only road to success, and for tbose wbo bave by 
thelr work already proved to be worthy of tbe serious intentions of tbose mas- 
ters tbis plan well sustained, properly managed, will certainly prove a success. 
Yours, respectfully, 

K. Van Elten. 



New York, 1895. 

I am only too bappy to bave tbe privilège of indorsing your enterprise of estab- 
lisbing an institution in Paris for American girl art students. I will, of course, 
be glad to do ail tbat is in my power to help you. 

Your indorsement of so many Frenchmen of standing, as well as by distin- 
gaished Americans now residing in Paris, would seem a positive proof of tbe 
need of sueb an institution as you propose to build. 
I am, respectfully, yours, 

Frederick D. Grant, 

Colonel, U. 8, Army, 



New York. 

From sucb information as I bave obtained concerning the proposed institution 
I am disposed to believe tbat it will supply a mucb-iieeded safeguard for Amer- 
ican girls wbo purpose entering the student life of Paris, and I, therefore, take 
pleasnre in adding my name in commendation of tbe project. 

S. G. POTTS, 

Music Editor of The Churchman. 



Paris. 

Deak Miss Smedley: Are you not going to start some enterprise in connec- 
tion witb your original plan? I bope so, because you are certauly fitted for sucb 
^ work, and tbat thought alone interested me in it and madé me solicit a collec- 
tton. Corne and tell me about it when you bave a leisure moment. 

Baronne Seillière. 



New York City, March 2, 1895, 

Oea& Miss Smedley : I am very glad to bear that you are progressing so well 
'Witb your plans for tbe American National Institute in Paris. Having lived 
abroad myself, I know some of tbe difficulties which beset young American 
students in France as well as other coun tries. 

I sincerely bope tbat you will be successful in your efforts to collect the neces- 
«ary money to erect the building and establisb the home, which must prove 
sucb a benefit to tbose for wbom it is intended. 

Very truly, yours, Hanford GBLft^vîs<»a, 
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New York, June 10, 1896. 

When we send forth some of our best women, and especially to that section of 
Europe which every true American loves, " beautiful France," we say godspeed, 
do your best, and come baclc quidily. Miss Smedley bas been known to me for 
years. Her acts are convictions and her worlt God directed. Her mission 
abroad is a noble one. 

W. A. A. Gasdneb, 
Rector Church of the Holy Comfortcr. 



Pabis. 

It gives me mucb pleasure to see you so successfui in this tioily grand worli, 
and that your noble efforts bave been crowned with just merits. 

Paul H. Hiebe. 



Annie Leary would be glad to see tbis work accomplisbed. 



I can not too strongly empbasize tbe need of tbe institution, as everyom 
familiar witb Paris must do. 

W. I. 



Accept my best wisbes for this grand enterprise. 

Cari-otta Deviennes. 



489 FiFTH AVENUE, 

New York, Septetnher 2, 1896. 

Deab Miss Smedley: I am deligbted to hear of your project, and to know 
that at last there will be a s&^e institution founded on business as well as 
artistic principles where our young American ladies who are preparing for a 
professional career will bave genuine artistic training, encouragement, and 
protection. 
Please accept my sincère and best wisbes for your complète success. 
Yours, most sincerely, 

L. M. Reuben. 



EvEBETT HousE, New York. 

To succeed in any kind of work one must bave a cause. I know of no cause 
more worthy than yours, and I most heartily predict and hope for your success. 
Yours, sincerely, 

J. B. Pond. 



New Yobk. 

Women bave ceased to be a curiosity in art, and already occupy so honorable 
a position as to bave for ail time done away with ridicule.. I sincerely wish you 
every success. 

Yours, respectfully, 

W. M. Chàse, 
Ex-President Art League. 



A most worthy and commendable object. 

Piebbe Sebave Mesme, D. D. 



I most heartily indorse the movement Miss Smedley bas in charge, because 
women will go to Paris to study art. In conséquence many are plunged into 
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misery, and such an institution may be made a refuge for the strong and a dis- 
eouragement for the hopelessly incompétent to go there to a fa te that ends but 
in despair. 

RUCKSTUHL, 

Secretary Sculptors' Society, 



1 heartily indorse this needed enterprise. 

Madison Petebs, D. D. 



51 West Tenth stbeet, 
Cornwall'On-Hudson, N, Y., Mardi 16, 1895, 

An excellent plan of an institution that will greatly benefit American students 
stndying in Paris. 

C. J. Wbight, 
Président New York Military Academy, 



New Yobk. 

The establishment which you hâve undertaken to organize in Paris for the 
benefit of young American women who go abroad to study art, as outlined to 
me, is upon such a broad and comprehensive plan that I doubt not it will meet 
universal approval. 

I trust you may realize your fondest expectations. 
Very sincerely, 

Joseph J. Ltttle, Puhlisher, 



New Yobk. 

According to the wish you expressed when you called yesterday, I am too 
^^Ppy to Write you that I can not but approve of your views concerning the 
<>Pening in Paris of an institute for young persons desirous of stndying in 
^^''rance arts, sciences, literature, under the best direction. 

I am sure that our public authorities will do ail in their power to make your 
^ork a success in giving you and the students in your care any spécial facilities 
*bat would make the stay of young Americans in our country as profitable as 
Possible. As to me, you may be assured that I shall not fail to commend your 
JJî^opk to my people. being satisfied that your idea, if carried ont as it is, will be 
*'Jn of promises for connections more friendly, more cordial, more intimate 
than ever, between two great nations, so alike in their aspirations, institutions, 
^iid destinies. 

With my best wishes for the success and the exécution of your enterprise, I 
^ave the honor to remain, dear Miss Smedley, 

Yours, most respectfully, Ed. Bbuwaebt. 

Consul'Oeneral of France, New York, 



I^ldée que vous avez eue est excellente, et je ne puis que faire des vœux pour 
*^ développement et le succ{^s de votre œuvre. Je vous adresse mes respectueux 

Antony Ratieb. 
Sénateur, Meinhre du Comité, 



Ambassade de Fbance aux Etats-Unis, 

Washington, D. C, April 9, 1896. 

I>EAB Madam : I hâve the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter referring 
^^ the création in Paris of an American Institute, in which your countrywomen 
^^y study and cultivate the libéral arts. 

1 read with interest the various documents you were kind enough to send me 
^li that occasion and I beg you to accept my thanks for your communication. 
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An undertaking such as yours commends itself to ail lovers of art, and I hâve 
no doubt you will find encouragement and help from the French masters when 
you apply to them for the reallzation of your programme. Wishing you thebest 
success for your enterprise, I beg of you to believe me, dear madam, 

Respectfully, yours, - Patenotre. 



Pabis, January 22, Î896, 

I need hardly assure you of the great interest I take in your work. I hâve 
already placed my services entirely at your disposition, and I will dévote my 
best efforts to the furtherance of your great plans. I think I am better placed 
than any other to appreciate the immense benefit that such an institution as you 
propose will be to students in Paris. It bas been my sad expérience as a lawyer 
and counsel to witness so many instances of swindling and sometlmes worse 
treatment practiced on young and inexperienced Americans in Paris by board- 
ing-house keepers that I bave often wondered how they could be best protected. 
You bave solved the problem. 

I sincerely trust that you will be able to enlist as many sympathies in the 
United States as you bave In Paris, and I look forward with confidence to the 
day when the cornerstone of the American National Institute, Prix de Paris, 
will be laid. 

Please accept my heartiest wishes, and believe me to be faithfully yours, 

Abi^aud de Foiabd. 



What a boon such an institute will be for the hundreds of American glrls 
and women who annually flock to Paris for study in the great schools of art, 
music, and science. I could bear ample testimony too often drawn from Per- 
sonal acquaintance with sad cases where such students bave suffered or quite 
come to grief for lack of the very aid and comfort it is hère proposed to furnish. 
The students are young, ambitions, inexperienced ; few of them financially inde- 
pendent or morally self-reliant bave the sensé of being able to protect them- 
selves in a great foreign city like Paris. May the institute win at the outset 
the assured success it deserves. 

Mbs. Fbank Leslie. 



Deab Madam : I bave read with much gratification the prospectus of the Paris 
Institute for American Lady Students. The proposition to establish an insti- 
tute, as it were, in that city where the unprotected and inexperienced young 
females who visit Paris to study the différent arts may find guardianship for 
their womanly integrity as well as for the devclopment of their artistic talents, 
seems to me of the highest importance and I am glad of an opportunity to 
express my hearty indorsement of the enterprirse. 

W. H. Beabd. N. a. 

Cabbie L. C. Beabd. 



New York City, June 29, i8.96\ 

Too often our students, left alone in a foreign capital, seek in vain for uplift- 
crs and friendships, and return to America skilled in their art, but with the loss 
of high ethical and spiritual ideas. 

I bave to-day dear friends study ing in Paris, for whom I am often anxious 
lest their very success should involve a heavy sacrifice and the " better " should 
become the enemy of the " best." Those whose study is chiefly in the realm of 
art need especially the help of a strong Christian atmosphère. 

The high ai m of your work and the extraordinary list both of artists and phi- 
lanthropists who bave promised to aid make me send you my best wishes tUat 
your scheme may find large and speedy realization. 

Sincerely, yours, W. H. Faunce, D. D., 

Baptist Church. 



I bave read the prospectus of the Paris Institute for American lady students^ 
and believe it of much importance to our young countrywomen that the scheme 
should be consummated. 

Joseph Jeffebson, Actor. 
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Apbil 12, 18d5. 

I can not too strongly emphasiise tbe need of the Institnte, as everyone famil- 
iar with Paris miist know. 

S. Auousta Piebson. 



New York City. 
The need of such an institution lias long l)een felt by students in Paris. 

W. A. Babing, Architect, 






* 



Ir 



In an article of the Musical Courier, July 22, 1896, Mr. Grau, tbe great inipre- 
sario, says tbe real stulf gets to tbe top by begiuuing at tbe bottom. ** Paris 
is headquarters, so called * boly see,' of tbe singing cuit.*' 

Colonel Mapleson, Jr., is a man of différent tempérament and outlool^ from Mr. 
Grau. It will be interesting to see wbat be bas to say to belp tbe giris. 

Fanny Edgab Thomas. 



It gives me mnch pleasure to bear of your success in interesting Président 
Low and Professor Ware. Tbey wili be most wise and judicious counselors in 
shaping your plan to a practical, useful. and successful end : and if tbey wili aid 
iu directing tbe matter in tbe first instance I doubt not tbey will give it tbeir 
support and influence in later development. 

With best wishes, very sincerely, yours, Eow. Mitchell. 



For some years we bave needed an institute for American students not only 
in Paris, but in New York. 

M. Clémentine Smedley. 



New York. 

It is with deligbt I read your circular, and I am sure your grand efforts iu so 
noble a cause will bring tbe great undertaking to a most successful issue. 1 will 
try in my small way to belp with a few " bricks." 

I am sinc^^ly, yours, Ellen E. Fleming. 



Pabis. 

Mrs. A. and otbers bave doue mucb to aid and protect tbem, but tbeir work 

^ not eztended into tbe large plan. An institute wbere tbey can stay ou tbe 

^Uaallest "possible tenus, wbere tbeir artistic life will not be trammeled by petty 

''egulations, wbere tbe Frencb lauguage will be practiced — and, above ail, wbere 

^'our kind and génial influence will give tbem a protection against impositions 

^Uat tbey now often suffer from. 

With Mrs, Walden Peli as tbe earliest friend of your project, your success is 
^esured. I will do ail I can do to aid you. It seems to me true, as you say, 
trhat " God is with you." 

Sincerely, etc., Thebesa Viele. 



The grand order of tbe Cbefekat, décoration, bestowed by His Majesty the 
Sultan of Turkey for a paper on Turkey, read at tbe literary congress at tbe 
AïVorld's Fair at Chicago. 

I can eamestly recommend tbis enterprise. 

Melville Coopeb. 



\ 



It will meet a great need of American women wbo désire to study tbe libéral 
^rts abroad. 

Edwabd Gastinian. 

s. Doc. 167, 58-3 7 
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LONDON. 

I bave read many times of thé crowded quarters of the girl students in that 
great eity, and will be ready to lend a hand to the work when you visit our 
coast If you corne to London uext uionth I sbould be so glad to know you 
better and leam of your great life work. 
Our London address is Mbs. Wm. S. Edwards, 

Care of S. K. Manufacturing Company (Limited), 

Broad Street House, 



Excellent protection for teacher and scholar. My very best wlshes for 
Bucceâs. 

Theodob Bjobksten. 



248 FiFTH Avenue. 
I am sure your grand efforts in so noble a cause will bring the great under- 
taking to a most successful issue. 

Ellen R. Hebnino. 



I heartily approve of the enterprise. 

A. L. Sypheb. 



The Bebkeley Lyceum. 

You are now on the right road to success. The situation could not be better, 
and the building will be a model institution if plans are carried out. But papils 
must be made worthy of admission through examinations. 

Sabobnt. 



1 I trust you will meet wîth a hearty response from ail our people. 

G. W. Kbaushaab. 



Amebican and Fobeign Teachebs* Agency, 

23 Union Square, New York City. 

Nothing is more needed than just such a home and institution in Paris. 

Mme. Fullebton. 



A noble scheme, with a noble motive, worthy the moral and ânancial suppo'^ 
of every man who has a sister, daughter, or friend inclined toward the advanc^"^ 
ment of art. 

James Olabencb Habvey. 



The plan suggestéd by Miss Smedley of assisting female art students 
Paris, providing not only for their advancement in studies, but for proper i - 
stitute accommodations and influences, must meet the approval of everyonv^ 
With a good organization and an accomplished executive leader the work mu i 

be successful. 

Henby Gabdneb. 



I consider it my duty to express my deep syinpathy as regards the institute S ^ 
Paris, embodying Miss Smedley's courage. As a natural resuit, the deep ar»^ 
cordial friendship between the United States and France will be vastly au^' 
mented and more than ever cultivated. 

T. V. Raffaelli. 
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Deab Madam : I am pleased to bear of the establishment of the Paris Insti- 
tute, and wish lierewith to express my hearty approval of the good work. 
Respectfully, 

Sophie L. M. Pell, 
Contralto of Holy Trinity Church, Harlem. 



It seems to me that the scheme and purpose of the National American Insti- 
tute at Paris are, as I understand them, excellent, and that its success is in 
every way désirable. 

W. D. HOWELLS. 



It is the duty of every American woman who is interested in the arts, or who 
in the future may be called upon to part with her own daughter to a chosen 
career, to acquaint herself with the surrouudings of student life abroad, and to 
encourage and promote the means by which its difficulties may be overcome. 

RaTCLIFFE Ck)PEBTON, 

Représentative of Lamperti. 



The consummation of your project will be a divine blessing to those whose 
privilège it is to be under Its fostering care. 

William Smedley, 
Choir Master AU Angels, 



Pabis, Decemher, 1896. 

Mt Deab Miss Smedley : It bas given me much satisfaction to bear of your 
success in securing the interest of so many well-lcnown practlcal phllanthropists 
i» the work you bave undertaken for the girls of our country. Your work is a 
t.Tuly valuable oue, as it will give direction to those who need to pursue their 
fcstudies hère so that they will come prepared to get the best that is to be had; 
*i.Dd what is even more important, they will be so comfortably provided for that 
Jt.liey will not be obligea to abandon their studies on account of ill health caused 
^ the privation from which many sufiferi Command me if my expérience will 
^^ of any value, with best wishes believe me, 

Very sincerely, L. M. McGinnis. 

I heartily indorse the foregoing letter of Mrs. McGinnis relative to Miss 
^medley's work In Paris. 

Sophie J. Syms, of Denver, Colo. 



I hâve carefuUy inquired into the aims and objects of the Paris Institue for 
^onng ladies, and can not but testify to my delight that such an institution bas 
m founded, and know it will prove a beneflt to many worthy artists. 
Yours, sincerely, 

William Henry Hamiston, 
Organist and Director Lake Forest Preshyterian Church. 



I will most cheerfully render any assistance I can to further this cause, be- 
Ueving tliat we hâve great talent hère which, by the aid of wise counsel and 
friendly help, may be used in the rigbt direction. 

Elizabeth Johnson. M. D. 



Le 



sM New Jebsey. 

*^| It seems to me that it is an object which should secure for itself the good will 
and wishes of ail who realize the importance of the field which it propbses to 
occupy. 

Robebt s. Rudd. 
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An Institution which many students in tbe past bave felt the need of. 

William T. Smedlet. 



I am in sympa thy with your worli. 

Yours, respectfully, E. C. W. Dietbich, Architect. 



I thinlc OUI* American home life in its l)est phases is delightful, and a Ilttle 
of it to worthy young women in Paris will be a godsend to them. The instl- 
tute you propose will consummate a worthy object. 

OiJVEB O. Howard, Oeneraly U. 8. Army. 



1 very heartily commend the purpose of this undertaking, and look confidently 
to its suceessful aceomplishment. 

Geo. s. Maloby, 
Editor of the Churchman, New York City, 



Pabis. 
I was delighted to hear from our mutual friend that your plan of opening a 
house hère in Paris for the réception of young American girls who corne hère 
to study is prospering so well, and I am quite grateful to Mrs. Walden Pell for 
f iving you so much help in your project. I knew I was putting you under very 
ïK)werful protection when I presented you to her, as she is a large-hearted 
woman, who, with so many others, would understand the necessity for such a 
bouse as you propose opening hère, and, indeed, no one better than myself could 
understand w^hat absolute want of such an institution there is in Paris ; for, in 
my quality of professor of singing, I see so many beautiful volces spoiled, so 
many young girls led into so many extravagances and follies, just for the mère 
want of a guiding voice and protecting arms stretched ont to them, and Ameri- 
can mothers would do well, before allowing their daughters to come to this 
brilliaut, seductive Paris, to fiud their girls some safe home and some motherly, 
Christian super intendence to which to confide them, and I should think you 
would be especially adapted for this task, and that girls conûded to your care 
might count themselves very, very fortunate. 

Wishing you every success in your enterprise, I am, etc., 

Clabice Ziska. 



9, BUE Tbaktib, icr décembre 1896, 

Knowing your work to be a great necessity, I am happy to become an annaal 
«ubscriber. 

S. Bensaude. 



J'approuve Tœuvre de Miss Smedley à laquelle je souhaite le meilleur succôs. 

LÉON Cléby, 
Avocat à la Cour d'appel. Membre du comité. 



Je serai heureux de pouvoir adresser ma petite contribution à la Bibliothèa^^ 
de rinstitut national américain. 

Chables Richet, 

Professeur à la Faculté de médecine^ Membre du comité' 
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24 DÉCEMBRE 1894. 

J'approuve hautement la fondation cTun "American Institute for women" à 
Paris, et J'adresse mes plus vives félicitations aux fondateurs. 

C'AMirxE Flammarion, I. C, 
Membre honoraire du comité. 



Avec le plus vif élan j*unis mes sentiments pour la réussite de la merveilleuse 
fondation de Miss Smedley. 

Mme. Camilij: Flammarion, 

Officier de Vlnatruction publique. 



Sympathique à Tœuvre de Tlnstitut américain pour les Jeunes filles. 

William Bououereau, C, 
Membre de V Institut, président de V Association 
des artistes peintres, sculpteurs, architectes 
graveurs et dessinateurs. 



J'approuve chaleureusement Tintention prise par Miss Smedley et J'ai Thon- 
neur de l'assurer de mon dévouement. 

Yves Guyot, 
Ancien ministre, Directeur politique du Siècle, 



J'approuve chaudement l'œuvre de Miss Smedley, si propre à servir la cause 
de la civilisation et à reserrer les liens entre la République française et la 
République des Etats-Unis. 

Joseph Fabre, 
Sénateur de VAveyron, 



1894. 

Avec sa sympathie et son approbation pour l'Institut du Prix de Paris de Miss 
Smedley. 

Edouard Schuré. 



Tous mes vœux pour le succès de la fondation d'un prix de Paris. 

Madame Blanc (Théodore Bentzon). 



Je signe de tout cœur pour 

Paul Bourget, O., 
Membre de V institut. 



Avec ma vive sympathie. 

Georges Boter, 
Secrétaire général de V Académie nationale de musique. 



1894. 
With my deepest sympathy for the work undertaken by Miss Smedley. 

Alexandre Harrison. 
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6 DÉCEMBRE 1890. 

Je joins mes vœux à ceux des uiuis de l'Institut national américain pour lui 
témoigner mon désir de voir cette utile création se fonder et s'installer à Paris. 

L. Pebigno. 



The Jdea of an institute for American girl students in Paris Is one that bas 
always grealy interested me, and I cordially indorse tbis elTort to put it into 
exécution. 

Katharine de Forest. 



I tborougbly approve of tbis mucb-ueeeded institution in France, and from nn 
expérience of many years' résidence in Paris realize tbis great need of a well- 
organized borne for self -support ing women. 

Effib Mackenzie Evans, 
49f Avenue, de VOpéra, Paris, 



Comm femme et comme lectrice, je ne puis trouver une œuvre plus passion- 
nante que celle-ci. Je signe pour mon fils adoptif — Pierre Loti. 

Juliette Adam, 
Directrice de la Nouvelle Revue, 



Je suis de tout cœur pour la réussite de ce grand projet 

J. HOLLMAN. 



Je suis trop heureux d'apporter mou modeste concours à cette grande œuvre 
et j'inscris mon nom de grand cœur. 

Laurent, De VOpéra, 



Je trouve admirablement belle l'œuvre projetée à tous les i)oints de vue et c'est 
du meilleur de mon cœur que j'ose joindre ma signature à celles de tant d'émi- 
nents personnages. 

J. Baissac. 



Je promets de donner un concert avec mes élèves au bénéfice de l'institut, et de 
faire une diminution de prix aux élèves de l'institut. 

Anna de la Grange. 



Je promets de donner des leçons aux élèves de l'institut h. une réduction de 
prix. 

E. Dellesedie. 



1805. 

I am so glad that Miss Smediéy bas had the courage to undertake the hard 
task of establishing a national institute in Paris for American students. I bave 
felt ail througb my artistic expérience the great necessity of such a stepping- 
stone for débutantes. I will do everything in my power for the vvelfare of tbis 
institution. To begin with, I will give lessons at balf price to the students of 
the institute. If tlie mothers of America could realize what tbis work means to 
^beir daughters they would strain every nerve for its success. The sooner it is 
doue the iietter. 

Paule Gayrard Pacini, 
OfHcier d'Académie, teacher 1o tJieir 
Highnesses the Princesses Louise, Victoria, 

and Maud of Wales for ten years. 



I 
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4th NOYEMBEB, 1890. 

Ail my beflt wisheB for the succec» of the institute. I shall give a plcture witb 
great pleagnre. 

Fbank Holman. 



I heartily approve of yonr scheme, belieTlng It wlll be a great beneflt to art. 

Walteb MacEwen. 



Paris, 1894. 

Cette œuvre en vue d'un prix de Paris pour les artistes américaines a toute 
ma sjmpatbie. J'espère que cet effort sera couronné de succès et donnera à 
notre cbère Amérique de grandes artistes. 

Alexandre Weill. 
Zaooc Kahn, 
Orand Bahhin de France, 



Bien des vœux pour cette grande et belle œuvre. 

Auguste Decoppet, D. D., 
Pasteur, président du conseil preshytérial de VOratoire, 



Je trouve l'idée de créer un conservatoire américain à Paris est très bonne et 
je fais des vœux pour la réussite de cette entreprise qui sera très utile pour 
renseignement de l'art musical. 

Alex, Quilmaitt. 



1894. 

De tout cœur, toute mon approbation à l'œuvre de Miss Smedley^ 

Jacques Bouohy. 
Fbédébio Le Ret, 

Officier d*Académie, 
Compositeur de musique, rédacteur musical, 

M"** J.-B. Billa-Manotte, 
1er prix du Conservatoire de Paris. 



Pabis, Octoher 27, 1896, 

I am delighted to see the success Miss Smedley bas met witb in tbis most 
^fol work. I appreciate what tbis work means to America. 

I sball be most bappy to contribute a small picture, not to be sold except at 
PHce fixed by the artist Picture to be delivered within six montlis from tbis 
date. 

JULIUS Stewart. 



Paris, Octoher 28, 1896, 

It wlll give me pleasure to contribute a small picture to tbe good cause in 
^hich Miss Smedley bas interested us ail — ^tbe picture, like otbers, will be de- 
l^vered in six months and to be beld at a price fixed by tbe painter. 

E. L. Weeks. 



7 Place des Etats-Unis, 

Octoher 28, 1896. 

Tbe American National Institute will, I tbink, be of tbe greatest benefit to 
Aniierican girls studying in Paris, and I am glad to do what I can to forward 
'ts interests. 

Emma Eames Stort. 



que J'accepte avec plaisir de faire partie du conseil formé en vue d'i 
riDstltnt national Américain dont vous voua occupez. ' 

Agrées, Madame, l'aesurance de ma couBldi^ratlon la plus dlstlnguC-e. 

ViHoiNtE Dejiont-Bbeton, 
Prés, de la Société des femmes artUteit, mewbre du co», 



J'approuve de «eor cette formation de Société. 



itu^^l 

IB^^ 



Je tionve des plus beureuses l'Idée d'établir t Paris un institua 
iHm américaines et Je forme les vœux lea plus alnc£res pour le' 
Wlse. 

H. RoujOi,, 
Directeur des beuu..^ 
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Cette institution se recommande aux sympathies de tous les Franco- 
Américains. 

Henby Vignaud, 
Premier secrétaire de Vambasaaâe des Etats-Unis d'Amérique. 



Paris, 1896. 

Je suis heureux de pouvoir me joindre à mes collègues et J'approuve cette 
idée, inspirée par les plus nobles sentiments. Au moment venu je donnerai une 
petite esquisse. 

J.-P. Laubens, 
Membre de Vinstitut, O. 



Le noble but de Mlle. Smedley mérite les plus vives sympathies et je lui 
adresse toutes mes félicitations avec mes meilleurs souhaits. 

Babtholdi, C. 



Pabis, November 27, 1896. 
1 fully approve of the noble undertaking and wish it success with ail my heart 

Alexandba Gbippenbebos, 
Président of the Finnish Wom^n's Association^ Helsingfors, Finland. 



Très flatté de pouvoir mettre mon nom à côté de ceux qui encouragent la 
nouvelle société. J'enverrai un plâtre pour la galerie. 

RODIN, 

Membre honoraire du comité,. 



L'Institut national a toutes mes sympathies. Je serai toujours prêt à Taider 
et au besoin d, le défendre. Je réserve pour la galerie de l'Institut national soit 
vin dessin, soit une peinture de moi. 

Chabtban, g. 



Je serai très heureux de voir réussir cette grande œuvre de l'Institut national 
siméricain et lui adresse de tout cœur mes vœux de succès. Je promets ou un 
<lessin ou une étude modelée pour la galerie de l'institut. 

H. Allouabd. 



Pabis, le SO octobre 1896. 

Tous mes vœux pour l'Institut national, et ma promesse d'une petite étude 
eignée. 

Benjamin Constant, O., 
Membre de Vinstitut, membre honoraire du comité. 



Pabis, 4 novembre 1896. 

Tous mes vœux et toute ma sympathie sont acquis à l'Institut national améri- 
cain, auquel j'offrirai volontiers une étude ou un dessin. 

R. CÎOLLIN. 



De tout cœur et de sentiments à l'idée grandiose et unique. 

Heureuse d'apporter un fragment d'une de mes pages impressionnistes. 

JuuA Beck. 



Pabis, le 7 novembre 1896. 

Tout ce qu'on fait pour la jeunesse, je suis prêt à l'encourager non seulement 
de mes vœux, mais d'un appui effectif. Cette \i\«t\\X3i>2^Qw ^^\t^\\fe ^^^^ ^«^ 
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esprit peut, en ouvrant Tavenir et en le facilitant aux Jeunes filles, rendre on 
grand service non seulement à elles, mais à leur pays. Aussi j'y souscris de 
tout cœur et Je donnerai une étude pour leur collection. 

Carolus Duban, C, 
Vice-président de la Société nationale, Champ-de-Mars, 

Memhte honoraire du comité. 



Je suis très heureux de prêter mon concours dans un concert pour Tinstitu- 
tion artistique américaine et Je souhaite le plus grand succès ft cette œuvre si 
intéressante. 

L. BSEITNEB, I. 



Puisse le génie de Beethoven, Meistersinger par excellence du monde entier, 
consacrer la maison aux plus hautes œuvres de son art divin. 

Gustave Gotthiel, 
Rahhin du Temple Emmanuel, 



Vous savez bien que vous avez toute ma sympathie et la promesse de tout 
mon concours. 

G. DE MOBSIEB, 

Membre du conseil de la Société française d* arbitrage. 

Membre honoraire du comité. 



Château de Casqueibanne, Hyèbes, 

25 octobre 1896. 
Ohèbe Mademoiselle : J'ai bien du regret d'être si loin et de ne pouvoir vous 
rendre visite. 

Oui, certes, J'accepte d'être membre honoraire de votre utile entreprise, non 
seulement parce qu'elle est bonne et belle, mais enfin en souvenir de notre chère 
et vaillante amie Emilie de Morsier que vous n'avez pas retrouvée, hélas! 
lorsque vous êtes revenue en France. 

Je vous fais envoyer aussi, comme vous en avez témoigné le désir, quelques 
exemplaires de la Revue scientifique. 
Croyez-moi, Je vous prie, votre très respectueux admirateur et serviteur. 

Chables Richet, 
Professeur de la Faculté de médecine, membre du comité. 



Je suis heureux de vous exprimer tous mes vœux en faveur de l'Institut 
national américain qui se fonde. 

Edouabd Détaille, 

Membre de Vinstitut, 0. 



1" Janvier 1895. 

M. et Mme Mounet-Sully, charmés de l'idée de Miss Smedley, y applaudissent 
du meilleur de leur cœur et tous leurs vœux bien sincères pour la réussite 

définitive. 

Mounet-Sully. 



Tous mes vœux, tous mes souhaits. 

Bonn AT, C, 
Membre de Vinstitut. 



Faire le bien— et le bien faire, c'est-à-dire être à la fois bon et utile. Telle 
est la pensée qui a guidé les fondateurs de cette œuvre. J'y applaudis des 
deux mains, et J'offre avec grand plaisir mes œuvres à la bibliothèque de 
l'Institut national américain. 

Fbançois Coppée, c, 
'-: ' Membre de rinstitut, membre Ivotioraxre du <^mité. 
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Je m'associe de tout cœur aux sentiments exprimés par mon ami Coppée â 
l'égard de l'Institut national américain et Je fais d, cette l)elle fondation la même 
offre que lui. 

Sully Prud'homme, G., 
Membre de Vinstitut, membre honoraire du comité. 



Et moi aussi, mon cher Sully Prud'homme et mon cher Coppée. 

Jean Aicabd. 



Je m'associe à mes amis pour les vœux en faveur du comité et pour en faire 
partie. 

Paul Dubois, G. C. 
Membre de Vinstitut, directeur de VEcole des beaux-art». 

Membre honoraire du comité. 



J'exprime ma plus complète et dévouée admiration aux fondateurs de cette 
œuvre artistique, nécessaire et absolument bienfaisante. Elle est digne du 
grand peuple qui l'aura voulue. Si ma présence d, Paris me le permet, je me 
joindrai aux organisateurs de la prochaine fête musicale de l'Institut national 
de l'Amérique (Prix de Paris). 

Massenet, C, 
Membre de Vinstitut, membre honoraire du comité. 



Hélas! ainsi que l'illustre maître, auprès duquel je suis très honorée de me 
trouver, je ne puis dire que ceci: si ma santé me le permet, au retour de la 
campagne si fatiguante que je vais entreprendre, je chanterai à mon retour 
d'Amérique pour lœuvre si intéressante. 

Emma Calvé. 



Pabis, 7 novembre 1896. 

Je m'associe bien volontiers â l'œuvre de l'Institut national américain et 
J'applaudis de grand cœur aux efforts artistiques des fondateurs. 

Th. Dubois, O., 
Membre de Vinstitut, directeur du Conservatoire, 
Membre honoraire du comité du conseil de VInstitut national américain. 



3 novembre 1896. 

Je suis très honoré de faire partie du conseil de l'Institut national américain. 
Xous mes souhaits les meilleurs lui sont acquis. 

J'aurai grand plaisir à offrir à l'institut une peinture signée de moi. 

P. Puvis de Chavannes, c, 
Membre honoraire du comité. 



Je suis toujours de l'avis de mon cher maître, mais cette fois plus que jamais. 
Cependant je prouverai mieux ma \ive sympathie à l'institut en donnant (l sa 
bibliothèque les œuvres de mon père, le pain de l'esprit. 

Ary Renan. 



31 West Seventy-second Street, New York, 

Mardi de Pâques, 1895, 

Je considère l'entreprise de Miss Smedley comme une grande œuvre et comme 
une nécessité de notre siècle. 

Chas. Frank Hoffmann, D. D., IAa» \^,^\i.Ç»,\i.. 
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Je m'intéresse beaucoup à votre œuvi*e, Testimant comme un grand pas ea 
avant dans renseignement. 

Louis C. Tiffant. 






L'œuvre que Miss Smediey se propose de mettre en exécution est d'un grand 
mérite et d'une haute utilité. 

Chauncey m. Depew, LL. D., 
Chairman Executive Oommittee. 



New York. 

If you can only place this institution ou a footing which will make it an indi 
pendent one, surely our Americans ought to feel it a privilège to be able t.<3 
say it was founded by an American woman, who, seeing the necessity of sucJ3 
a place, bas worked for its best good, and we will do ail in our power to bel 
a long the good work. 

Wishing you bon voyage and a speedy return, I am, 

Cordially, yours, Anne Bulkeley Hills. 






12 Janvier 1895. 

Chère Miss Smedley : Tous mes vœux vous sont acquis — ^une telle institutio 
est devenue indispensable ! 

Les efforts personnels des Américains, joints à ceux des " homes " déjà 
pour secourir les jeunes filles venant étudier à Paris, en plus grand nombre- 
chaque jour, sont devenus insufiisants. Sous votre influence, l'Amérique aur^ 
réalisé un grond projet, auquel s'associent tous mes amis à Paris, Français 
Américains. 

Les jeunes étudiantes que la misère et le désespoir ont emportées ou égarée- 
ont été l'inspiration muette de cette belle pensée. Celles, plus prudentes, qui 
après de trop courtes études ici, retournent dans leur province pour enseigne^ 
ont aussi contribué, sans le savoir, â. son éclosion. Parmi toutes ces 
filles, que leurs parents, seuls juges jusqu'ici de leur talent, avaient envoy< 
pleines d'espoir, à Paris, quelques-nues seulement étaient assez douées pour pi 
fiter de leurs études. L'institut, heureusement, n'acceptera que ces derniêre f — ^ > 
et il en fera sûrement des artistes capables de rendre des services à leur pay" -^ 
et de contribuer à sa gloire. 

En résumé: l'examen éliminatoire de New- York, les bourses pour les éti: 
diantes qui se seront distinguées, les concessions que vous ont consenties 1< 
éminents artistes-professeurs de Paris, ainsi que le " family home " que voi 
créez conjointement avec l'institut lui-même, permettront aux jeunes filles 
toutes conditions, mais les mieux douées, de trouver k l'Institut national amer 
cain de Paris, en même temps qu'une éducation artistique complète, les conseil 
et les soins si nécessaires fl des jeunes filles loin de leur foyer. Voilà ce qi 
j'ai vu dans votre œuvre, chère madame, entre autres bienfaits, et ce q\ 
j'approuve hautement. Je vous en félicite sincèrement et vous suis très recoi 
naissante d'avoir pensé à m'y intéresser en inscrivant mon nom parmi cei 
des membres du conseil. 

Cordialement à vous, Anita Bocage, 

Membre honoraire du comité. 



Cette œuvre ne peut que resserrer les liens déjà intimes qui existent entr 
les deux pays et j'y adhère de grand cœur. 

E. de Bonoeli, 
Sous-directeur du Crédit lyonnalê. 



My Dear Miss Smedley: 1 am jnoved to express my sincère admiration fo^^ 
y our brave endeavor to establish for American students in Paris a dwellin^^ 
place, moderate in price, equipped with conveniences necessary for physical com ^^ 
fort and health, and at the same time affording an environment that wil^ 
encourage moral and mental, as well as artistic growth. To justly appréciât^ 
the worth and importance of your undertaking one must bave proven, eitfae^ 
by obervation or Personal expérience, the urgent need which exists for the pr^^— 
tection of students in this and in every great art center. Could this need h^ 
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f iiily realized, the accomplishment of your cherished plan would be of vital 
i 1 nportance to every f ather and inother where son or daughter lea ves the shelter 
oï home to remain hère alone for study. 

The encouraging and niost flattcîring results attendihg your efforts thiis far, 
<3.€ar Miss Smedley, point to a very speedy realization of your hopes that reached, 
many there will be who will call you " blessed among women." 

Faithfully yours, Sara de Lande. 



Paris, 23 octobre 1S96, 
Je m'associe de tout eOBur au projet de l'institution artistique américain de 
:iMlle. Smedley, œuvre absolument nécessaire à Téclosion d'un art musical en 
.ÂJDêrique. 

M. J. Marsick, O. 



J'associe bien volontiers mes vœux à tous ceux qui sont formés pour le succès 
de r American National Institute. 

Euo. Pereire, 
Président de la Compagnie transatlantique. 



Je donnerai mes conseils avec tout le dévouement que vous pouvez en sou- 
haiter. Madame Fuchs, O., 

Officier de Vlnstruction publique. 



I send you thèse few Unes to let you know that I am very much pleased to 
i»ear that the American National Institute is in progress. I hope that it will 
Prove a great benefit to American students and I will gladly contribute a picture 
to its art gallery. 

L. Lee Robbins. 



Cette institution me parait être du plus grand intérêt, et elle a toutes mes 
sympathies. 

Baron Alphonse de Rothschild, C. 



, Decembeb 4. 

Tlxe American National Institute has ail my sympa thy. I hope with ail my 
neart that we shall soon hâve it erected in Paris. 

Christine Nilsson, 
Comtesse de Casa Miranda, Grand cordon d'Espagne, 
Croix norvégien, Croix Saxe-Cohourg, médailles Suède, 

Cour d'Autriche. 



31 Rue de Monceau, 

Paris 16 novembre 1896. 

J'approuve de tout mon cœur le but de cet institut qui me semble appelé à 
rendre de très grands services, et je fais des vœux pour qu'il se fonde d'une 
taçon définitive. 

Madeleine Lemaire, 
Membre fondateur de la Société du Champ-de-Mars, etc., 

Membre honoraire du comité. 



Le 11 Novembre 1890. 

De toute ma pensée et de tout mon cœur j'applaudis à toutes les œuvres qui 
tendent à resserrer les liens qui doivent exister entre tous les peuples du monde. 
Je donnerai un plfttre à la société. 

Syamour. 



,^^«0A« «ATio^AL xH^n-nrrie. 

104 ^* ^^ p^flt de rin-tltat «nêrlcaln à P«ta. 

v«nr8l Stand P^»»"'!, ton^,S>" «rt. UiMAW NOBMCA. Ddut 
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projette une «nde 
j. Machabd. 

Blgn^*«- 

,aud.r au beau projet «ul ^^J^^^^XZ^t 

nfr^re et ami M. BobCTtTtemj. 

^ ft ceux ae mou confrère ei ^ I^™"™L?-Li^ 

je joins mes vœux à ceux uemlm de VlmmL 

28 HomiBBi IM 
nnRtltut national amWcaln peat wndw 
.1 „ le crois nue l ^^^^^L^i-gite de cette œuvre. 
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Après notre co ^ „^ ^ 

de grands services, et toïïi#^S»Cj:«tourne 
Recevez, Mademoiselle, rexpreSBibfcMon 



de £--^- -^-^n de mes seniuu mama»), a 



6ci 



My best wishes for the success of this most exce 
I will gladly contribute a small picture, wbich will 



de «w 

étaicxj-^Qt Project 
" iocep&./ready In six monti» 
k WaltiiGat. 



C'est avec une grande joie que j'aiderai de mon mieux à la r! ^ 
institution américaine en France. J'offrirais et avec plaisir une 
tures pour son musée, en bon souvenir de mon vojage en Amérique. 

J. V. 



^tedecetH 
Lde mespciB' 



it»ttont* 



jheietlifl» 
Deab Miss Smedley: In answer to your questions I hâve no h€)DOtpû*** 
saying : 

1. That plenty of singers come hère who had better stay at home, 
are teachers quite compétent enough to teach them, because they d 
voice and talent enough to make it worth while their coming to Eure 

2. That those who possess fine voices or great musical talent had 
once to Paris to study, without studying at home flrst. Teachers a 
pupils who hâve not béen taught at ail to those who hâve beeu taug 

3. It is absolutely useless to corne hère with any idea of singing oi 
stage unless pronunciation in French is free from English accent. 

4. Your Society should use ail its influence to do away with the fo 
dice in America that singers must make their début in Europe before 
accept them at home. On the contrary, let us encourage home talent. 

Faithfully, yours, 

Sébastian B. Schlesinl^I* 




Je m'estimerai très heureux de pouvoir contribuer à l'établissement 
prospérité de rinstitut national américain. 
». Alfred Rambaud, 

Ministre de VI nstr action puhlique et des heaux-^ 
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22 NOVEMBRE 1896. 

Miss Smedlet: Je m'associe avec plaisir à la belle œuvre que vous 
r. 

ncèrement à vous, Pauline Viabdot. 

E. H. GabcU. 



ssoeie de grand cœur à cette œuvre si intéressante, et Je promets de 
ux élèves que Tinstltut m'enverra des leçons avec une réduction de 
r mes prix ordinaires. 

M. Bataille. 



[ue je vous l'ai dit dans la conversation que nous avons eue ensemble, 
disposée à faire partie de l'Institut national américain qui va être 

Paris, comme professeur de chant, d'opéra et d'opéra-comique, ^on 

le me permet d'affirmer qu'il faut : 

innées d'études sérieuses pour être capable de chanter pour le réper- 

^and opéra ou de l'opéra-comique. 

innées d'études sérieuses pour la carrière des concerts. 

années pour la carrière du professorat. 

. en outre, avant de commencer des études vocales sérieuses, que les 

ient bonnes musiciennes, connaissant bien le solfège, et sachant parler 
un peu le français. 

3 tout à votre disposition si d'autres renseignements vous étaient 

es en ce qui concerne le chant et son enseignement, afin que vous 

réunir tous les éléments nécessaires pour assurer le bon fonctionne- 

l'Institut national américain. 

z agréer mademoiselle, l'assurance de ma considération la plus dis- 

Renée Richabd, 
De Vopéra, Officier de VlnstructUm publique. 



mpathies and interests are in this work and we heartily indorse it. 
gladly associate ourselves with a committee to givé a concert in our 
r the benefit of the institute. 

Chables Holman Black. 



e que Miss Smedley viendra me trouver, si, en quoi que ce soit, je 
re utile à sa grande œuvre. 

Rose Beecheb Gollins. 



pprouvons de tout cœur l'œuvre de Miss Smedley qui rendra beaucoup 
es aux artistes. 

Tedesco Fbèbes. 



ipathy with the work for the institution for American students. 

Charles Spbague Peabce. 



, of course, contribute a picture or artistic production to further such 
luse to which I hâve already given my support in writing. 

F. A. Bbidgman. 



iiss Smedley : If you remember I spoke to you before I left Paris, and 
kind enough to say that I might come to the institute. As the finan- 
tion is a very important one to me, will you tell me the price and hâve 
i for me? I shall be very grateful if you will answer as soon as possi- 
vish to leave hère Friday, go home for several days, and be in Paris the 
tober. 
icerely, Alice K. Snidebl, 
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4 Rue de Ohevbeuse, 

Paris, June 6, 1890, 

Mt Deab Miss Smedley : Being interested in the study of vocal music, would 
like to ascertain how soon one can begln with the new school over which you 
will préside? 

I bave been sent to you from the Brooklyn Eagle bureau, at Paris, by Miss 
Bullet. 

I am informed you hâve several days at home during the week ; would it be 
convenlent for you to talk with me on the sublect at such a time? 
RespectfuUy, yours, 

Louise Hollis. 



[Forge House, Fulton Chain. N. A. Brtggs, proprietor.] 

« Old Forge, N. Y., Augnst 15, 189S, 

Miss Matilda Smedley, 

Deab Madame: Will you kindly send me a prospectus or particulars about 
the Paris Conservatoire, which I heard of through Colonel Adams, of New York. 
I hâve two nièces who are désirons of studying singing and painting abroad, 
and I also am anxious to continue my piano studies. An early reply will greatly 
oblige, 

Yours, very truly, Florence Schubert, 

S02 South Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 



[Missouri State Library, Jefferson City. Jennie Edwards, Ilbrarian.] 

OCTOBEB 8, 1900. 
Miss Matilda Smedley. 

My Deab Miss Smedley: I hâve learned something p.bout the American Na- 
tional Institute in Paris of which you seem to be the director. I would be very 
grateful for further information and any literature that you might hâve on the 
subject. I know of two young ladies who are anxious to know the expense, the 
Unes of instruction, etc. 

Most sincerely, yours, Jennie Edwabds. 



[Rodman Wanamaker, président ; William M. Thorne, yice-president ; Herman D. Murphy, 

treasurer ; Nesbit Benson, secretary. ] 

Amebican Abt Association, 131 Boulevabd Montpabnasse, 

Paris, Novemher 7, 1876. 

Deab Madam : Mr. Rodman Wanamaker for the présent is out of town, but 
as soon as he returns I shall communicate with you. 

We are very desirous to collect and consolidate ail the interest people may 
hâve in us — being certain that the money spent on the American Art Association 
serves a good end. 

RespectfuUy, Nesbit Benson, Secretary. 



[Emerson McMillin, 'Henry B. Wilson.] 

Emebson McMillin & Co., Bankebs, 
40 Wall Street, New York, July 14, 1898. 

Miss M. Smedley, 

Van Dyke Building, 930 Eighth avenue, New York. 

Deab Madam : I return to you herewith the paper you sent me relating to the 
establishment of the American National Institute in Paris. I hâve taken copy 
of the paper. 

I thank you for the privilège, and will do what I can to aid in securiug an 
appropriation from the Government. 

Very truly, yours, Emebson McMillin. 



AMEBICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE. 107 

9 Rue des Fourneaux, 
Paris, Fehruary P, 1899, 

Miss Smedley : Tour idea of a Prix de Paris for our art students f rom Amer- 
ica is just wbat we bave long needed, and certainly ail who know of this move- 
ment, as far as I bave talked witb tbem since your successful meeting of 
Satorday evening, are perfectly deligbted wltb tbe idea, and are very enthusi- 
astic over tbe tbongbt tbat some one bas taken up tbe cause on bebalf of tbe 
American art student in Paris. , 

Yours, sincerely, Cabl F. Smith. 



Pabis, March 22. 

Miss Smedley: I am pleased to leam tbat you bave not only seen tbe diffi-. 
culties tbe American art students bave to contend witb in Paris, but tbat you 
bave actually taken steps in tbe rigbt direction in organizing a mucb-needed 
institution tbat will in every way meet tbe wants of tbose wbo come bere for 
study, and more especially tbose witb limited means, and am convinced, from tbe 
little observation I bave made during fifteen years* résidence in Paris, tbat sucb 
an institution could not fail to prove a great blessing and a crédit to any Cbris- 
tian country. 

Very sincerely, etc., Dr. J. J. Ryan. 



Pabis, January 22, 1895, 

Mt Deab Miss Smedley : Tbe idea of a " Prize of Paris " for Americans, cor- 
responding witb tbe " Prix de Rome *' for Frencb art students, is not a new one 
of to-day. For years I bave tbougbt of it, as well as otbers, but tbe great tbing 
now is to realize it 

I believe tbat you are now on tbe rigbt road to success, and I bave no doubt 
that yon will not only succeed but tbat a few montbs will see tbe embodiment 
in durable material of tbe excellent gênerai plans wbicb you bave sbown me. 

Tbe situation could not be better for a great many reasons, and tbe building 
will be a model institution if plans are carried out. But pupils must be made 
wortby of admission tbrougb ** concours." 

I wisb you ail success, and appreclate tbe work you bave before you, and I 
iiope tbat you will find tbe immédiate support among tbe wealtby of America. 
Sincerely, yours, 

F. A. Bbidgman. 



New Yobk, Novemher 13, 1894. 

Deab Miss Smedley : Your favor 12tb instant to band. Regret I will not be 
able to meet you tbis evening. Hope I may see you before you sail. I felt 
assured your visit would resuit favorably, for you are doing a grand work in 
Paris, and your many friends in tbe United States fully appreciate your ability ; 
and many like yourself would be only too glad to put our daugbters under your 
care and protection. Hoping God will continue to sbower upon you and your 
work His blessings, believe me, 

Cordially, yours, W. Glenn Taylob. 



1 West Fifty-thibd Stbeet, 

New York City. 

My Deab Miss Smedley : In obédience to your request, I write you tbis letter 
to approve tbe elTort you are now making in bebalf of American students in 
Paris. Witb sucb an indorsement as you bave sbown to me, of most prominent 
citizens in tbis country and in France, I can not doubt tbat you will succeed. 
Wisbing and believing tbat you will, I am, 
Very sincerely, yours, 

Rev. John W. Bbown, 
Of 8t. Thomaé's Church, 

S. Doc. 167, 58-3 8 
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Apbil 20, 1809. 
David H. Gbeeb, 8t, Bartholomcw*8: 

I consider this to be a great want, and Hkcly, from my knowledge of Mis 
Smedley, to be carried to a great suceess. 

Edwabd Walpole Wabben, 
Rector 8t, Jan^8*8 Church, 



285 FiFTH Avenue, 
New York, Novemher 15, 1894, 

My Deab Miss Smedley : I am very glad to leam that you are making such— .^ 
good suceess with your enterprise in establishing a Christian home for youD[ 
lady art students in Paris. Such an institution will be a great advantage at th( 
présent time, and if it can be established on a permanent basis will be of th< 
most incalculable benefit to the American art students, and I know of no om 
more compétent than yourself to organize such an establishment 
Yours, respectfully. 

Lewis A. Saybe. 




New York, 1896. 

I am glad to hâve the opportunity to add my name to the long list of th 
who bave indorsed your work. I think such an institution as you propose t 
secure for .your female art students in Paris is very much needed. 

The présent conditions, mode of life, and surroundlngs of many of thèse youni 
women are not what it should he, as I hâve had ample opportunity to see durini 
my three years' résidence in the Latin quarter. 
Yours, very truly, 

Ebnest Flaoo, Architect. 




John Clark Ridpath, LL. D., ex-vice-president De Pauw University, author ol 
Great Races of Mankind, History of the World, etc., of Greencastle, Ind., approv — 
ing the work hère proposed by Miss Smedley. 

John Bryan, of Ohio, author of Fables and Essays. 



NKw York. 

I certainly think that cautions sifting of students is eminently necessary, 
cause I hâve seen so many uselessly encouraged. 

J. La Faboe. 



New Yobk, Novemher IS, 1894, 
I sincerely hope the philanthropie Americans will see this as I see it and ca 
operate with you in this glorious work. Wishing you abundant suceess, believ^^^'^ 
me, 

Very truly, yours, Charles Ayeb Whipple. 



American Abtists' Association, 

Paris, April, 1905. 
Miss M. Smedley. 

Deab Madam : As an American art student I should like to express my ap- — - 
preciation of the value of the work upon which you hâve so energetieall 
entered. To anyone who knows how the average student of art or music 
to live in this great, crowded city, with the bad food and worse aceommodatio 
and the attractive but unwholesome moral atmosphère — ^to anyone who ha 
liad more than a casual glance at the student life hère there can be no gueetio 
as to the crying need for just such an institution as the one you are about t 
establish, and especially do our girls need it. 

The advantages of your institution to an inexperienced person comlng 
Paris without a sufficient knowledge of the language would be many. To fin^^ 
at once a ready source of information on ail points relating to either music gC^ 
art, cholce of prof essors or schools, etc., would supply a long-felt want, and th^ 
opportunity for acquiring the language, the comforts of an American home^ 
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conpled with good fare and attendance at so reasonable a sum as 5 francs per 
day, are advantages of which our young women student of music or art wlll 
1)6 quick and glad to avail herself. 

I feel assured of the success of yonr plans, and should it be in my power to 
:further them in any way, believe me, 

Yours, to command. G. W. B., Secretary, 



Deab Miss Smedlet : Gladly I offer my humble services for the promotion of 
this glorious work. 

Henbi B. Cbulstill. 



36 Notre Dame des Ghampes, 

Fehruary 5, 1899. 

My Deab Miss Smedlet: I was so interested in what you said abont the 
** art institute " last evening, and I want to thank you for what you are doing 
for the art of our country. 

Years ago I came abroad and studied for a time and my masters told me that 
i^ith hard study I might become one of the great ones, but want of funds sent 
me home, and for fifteen years I taught, always hoping to some day take up my 
art work again, and now the time has come and I am one of the art students of 
the Latin Quarter. I can not but think what " might hâve been " had the art 
institute existed years ago, Iwth for me and for the hundred of pupils I hâve 
taught the little I knew about art. I am so glad that those who come after 
will find an easier road. And I expect great things from your work ; It is truly 
marvelous. Success to you is my sincère prayer. 

Yours, very sincerely, Emily L. Wyman. 



164 Rue de Banqibabd, 
PariSy Fehrùary 13, 1899, 
Miss Smedlet: 

Having been présent when you kindly gave the little address in Mrs. Smith's 
studio in regard to your efforts to hâve a building in Paris where American 
Rtudents might hâve facilities for studying, I write to say that I think such an 
institution might be of much benefit if conducted on broad principles. Having 
boen a student hère myself, I know that I should hâve keenly appreciated such 
a place to study. T put in a plea right now that classes may be open to those 
of us who would still like to gain knowledge, although we are not in the first 
flush of youth. We are still young euough in spirit to hâve our influence upon 
the world, and may help to elevate our country — long may it live — to a broader 
plane of thought, where art, literature, and music will at least tiold their own 
with money and poli tics. 

Hoping you will let us hear from you again on the subject, 
Very truly, yours, 

Mabie Louise Lasab. 



COMSTOCK AbT ScHOOL, 

28 West Twenty-third Street, New York, Wovemher 16, 189 i, 

My Deab Miss Smedley : Every American heart must swell with pride and 
admiration for the grand institution you are endeavoriug to erect. Mine does, 
and I want to do ail in my power to aid such a noble cause, which will do so 
much to further the art éducation of our girls. Such an institution is indeed 
greatly needed, and I know of many hère who will avail themselves of its 
advantages at the earliest possible moment. 

With every wish for its great success, yours, most sincerely, 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Du Bois. 



New Obleans, La., April 29, 1900, 
Miss Mathilda Smedlet, 

American Institute, Paris. 

Deab Miss : In one of our local papers and through the Associated Press news 
ï learned of the inauguration of the American National InaUlxsX^, q1 ^\Aftxv ^^xsx^ 
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name was inentioned as the ** founder." Will you kindly explain the motires and 
purposes of this enterprise, whlch you hâve so successf ully lanclied In tbe world 
for tbe beneût of the American art students? I ani désirons of sending my son 
to Paris to complète bis musical éducation on the violin, and my nieans being 
limited and having no acquaintances in the city of Paris I would llke. to know, 
if it be within your province to answer, if I could get the help of tbe institute 
toward gainiug admission for him to tbe Frencb Conservatory of Music. He 
is at présent 18 years and 6 months old. What, in your opinion, would be the 
minimum charges for enter tainment under the auspices of tbe institute? 

Hoping to hear from you at your earliest convenieuce and thanklng you for 
the favor of a reply, I beg leave to sûbscribe myself, 

Your obedient servant, Philip Berge, M. D. 

1S02 Carondeîety corner Erato. 



Rectob's Study, Christ Church, 

2409 MiCHiOAN Avenue, 
Chicago, Octoher 6, 1897. 

From what I bave learned of tbe work which Miss Matbilde Smedley is doing 
for young Americans seeking instruction in art in Paris, I bave no doubt tbat 
tbe enterprise is one well worthy of commendation. 

Chas. Edwd. Cheney. 



March 7, 1895. 

Deab Miss Smedley: Your plan of arranging an institute for American stu- 
dents in Paris seems to me not only a deligbtful one, but the realization of it 
will be a solution of many difficulties in the way of those wbo wlsh to make a 
thorough and compétent studv of art, and will through them be a valuable agent 
in our progress in America. Mrs. Keith joins me most heartily in approval of 
your plans and hopes of tbelr utmost success. 

Yours very truly, Candace Wheeler. 



Deab Miss Smedley: It gives me much pleasure to see you so successful in 
this truly grand work and tbat your noble efforts bave been crowned wlth Jus 
merits. 

Paul M. Runion. 




New York, March 17, 1900. 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

24 lowa Circle, Washington, D. C. 

Deab Miss Smedley : My talk with you yesterday afternoon was most interest- 
ing and encouraging, and I can not but tell you how much I appreciate tb« 
work you bave done. 

Referring to tbe question of how to obtain the best results in securing 
for your building, I would suggest tbat you employ some one — ^the best man yoi 
can think of in the profession, either bere or in Paris — to form a wrltten pro^ — 
gramme, giving the conditions of a compétition ; tbat is to say, specifying tb< 
number of drawings needed and the kind of drawlngs ; also giving a programme 
of tbe plot and a full description of tbe building desired, and tbat wben this pro- 
gramme bas been written tbat you invite everybody to compete, and finally asl 
tbe jury of tbe École des Beaux- Arts in Paris to sélect from thèse drawîng^^»"^ 
made in compétition the best one for your building. This, I belleve, would glvc 
the most satlsfactory resuit. 

Wishing you every further success in your enterprise, with kindest regards,.^ 
belleve me, 

Very sincerely, yours, Thomas Hastings. 
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Amebican Fine Arts Society, 

l^ew York, March, 19, 1900, 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

A'o. 2li lowa Circle, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Miss Smedley: I heartily congratulate you upon the great success 
achieved in Paris in secnring the land for the American (Prix de Paris) Instl- 
tute. Of course I realize that the land is secured only on the condition that a 
fund for the building is forthcoming, either from private subscriptions or Gov- 
ernment appropriation. 

The proposed Institute, if properly organized, will, in my opinion, be of great 
usefulness, not only in elevating the standard of art in this country, but also in 
cementing the cordial relations of the two countries, and my personal coopéra- 
tion will be gladly given on the condition whieh I emphasized in a former letter 
to you, namely, that the enterprise l)e so organized and safeguarded that rhe 
advantages shall accrue to the most deserving and talented students. 
I am, very truly, yours, 

HOWABD Russell Butleb. 



J. Scott Hartley, ScttJptor: 

Knowing from personal observation the need of such an institute and believ- 
ing thoroughly in Miss Smedley, I am hnppy to express my sympathy with the 
scheme. 

Euzabeth W. Chompney. 



[Eztract of letter from M. Van Vechten Olcott.] 

Novemher 15, 1897, 
* * * * * * * 

If I criticised the circular seriously I would suggest that there is not enough 
said in the pétition showing the immense advantage that the satisfactory estab- 
lishment of the institute in Paris would be to the United States as a nation. 
Probably, however, this will be dwelt upon in the personal conversation that 
must be had when Ck)ngress meets. 

Yours, truly, J. Van Vechten Olcott. 



39 Boulevard Maleshebbes, 

March 16, 1904- 

Deab Miss Smedley : Your sister, Ck)untess von Daur, was hère this afternoon 
at Mrs. Spaulding's "at home," and I asked her about your work, which bas 
interested me so much. She told me that the final vote is soon to be taken by 
Gongress, and I sincerely hope it may be favorable in every way to the establish- 
ing of the institution to which you bave given so much labor and effort. This 
letter may serve you as an introduction to one of the lowa Représentatives, Mr. 
Hull, a very charming man, whom I met the past summer in Des Moines and 
who knows Mrs. Spaulding very well. I do not know bis address, but you can 
flnd it, doubtless, without any difficulty. If you would like to see him, please 
do so, and tell him ail about your plan. Tell him, also, how much we who live 
in Paris are interested in seeing the early founding of a governmental institution 
of this kind in Paris. 

Ail our hopes are for the advance of American arts and for the advantage to 
American students in ail branches which we expect to see realized by it I do 
not doubt that we shall ail hope to hear that the wisdom of Gongress will soon 
hâve hère established, beyond any question of doubt, an institute which can not 
fail for ail time to be one of the rlchest and grandest centers of culture for 
American art and music that it is within the power of man to provide. 

Wishing you every sûccess, health, and strength to accomplish this object, I 
remain, 

Very sincerely, yours, 

T. H. Spaulding. 

Mrs. Spaulding joins also in kindest regards. 

P. S. — You may also use my name as au introduction to Mr. Armstrong, Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Treasury. He is a young man of much ability and promise^ 
and may be able to say a good word for so emineiiU^ -wotWv^ «l ç."KQ»fe. 



( 
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San Diego, Auçust 10, 1899, 
Miss Matilda Smedley. 

Deab Madam : Will you kindly do me the favor to mail to my address a " cir- 
cular of information " in regard to the "American National Instltute," which is 
to be located at Paris, France. 

I hâve several frlends, who, as well as myselt are intensely interested in thia 
beneficent project, and any favor you may be disposed to show us, by way of 
information, will be greatly appreciated by ail. 

Very sincerely, yours, (Mrs.) Auboba H. Todd. 



Pabis, March 22, 1903, 

Deab Miss Smedley: Being at présent a student of slnging in Paris, I fully 
realize the importance and necessity of such a house as you propose to found ccn- 
ducted on the principles you suggest. It will be a great protection to American 
students coming abroad to study, who are oftentimes subjected to fraud and 
suffering. 
With the most sincère hopes of its présent prosperity and ultimate success, 
I am, yours, 

Bessie Coffin Maish. 



22 Avenue Niel, 

Pabis, April 11, 1892. 

Deab Miss Smedley: If a word from one of the "American girls" studying 
in l*aris can assist you in this good work, please accept !t. 
It is more of a necessity than one realizes l>efore livlng hère. 
With best wishes for your success, belleve me, 

Most sincerely yours, Anna L. Mobsb. 

(Pupil of Mme. de la Grange.) 



318 West Twenty-eiohth Stbeet, 

New York City, June 6, 1900. 

Deab Madam : Will you kindly give me any information you can conceming 
the American Art Institute, as l am contemplating a trip to Paris to advance 
myself musically, anrf would like very much to know what it will cost me. Do 
you take boarders, or, if not, can you recommend some good boarding house and 
what they charge a week? I would appreciate an answer very much and hope 
you will favor me with one. 

Yours, truly, Euzabeth V. Wall. 



22 Avenue Niel, Pabis. 

Deab Miss Smedley : I hâve been greatly interested in your project of an 
institute for American students and glad of the bent the place is taking. It 
will supply a need urgently felt by ail who realize the conditions under which 
our American girls endeavor to study. The difficulties which beset the path of 
the newly arrived student are many, and the dangers are even worse for young 
girls who attempt, in the confidence in mankind inspired by our institutions, to 
guide themselves through a period of study in this Mecca of students. Many go 
unscathed, but numbers hâve lost health, time, and money in the vain endeavor 
to make a beginning of the intended work. 

Miss Smedley's plan will prevent this and will be of incalculable beneflt to 
our girls, and through our girls to our American nation. I would be very glad. 
to Join heart and hand in gaining friends for such an institution. 

With cordial sympathy and hearty coopération, 

Mabtha Dennig Woodwabd. 



467 TouHY Avenue, 
Rogers Parle, IU„ Fehruary 1, 1899, 
Mr. Chauncey M. Depew, 

New York. 

Deab Sir : Not knowing the address of any of the board of directors eonnected 
fvJtli the American National Institute at Paris for American girls I write you. 
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Is it ready to receiye boarders, and what are the priées for board with study, 
and for board alone? 

Bespectfolly, yours, G. E. Addy. 



No. 6 RiVEBViEW Tebrace, 
MorfHs Heights, t^ew York City, May 11, 1895. 

Mt Deab Miss Smedust: I bave been recently readiug of your efforts to 

establisb a home for American ^rls to study art in Paris, and I feel a great 

intereot in the work. As I am a comparative stranger in the city, I know of no 

way to inform myself conceming the matter, than to address you. 

If tliis is not a liberty, I will be glad to bave a line of information from you. 

Yours, respectfally, 

(Mrs.) Fbances Habdin Hess, 
AssUtant Librarian, University of the City of New York, 



The ViçyroRLA, June H, 1904. 
Kiss Matilda Smedlet, 

lowa Circle. 

Deab Miss Smedlet: We were so hopeful of your being able to call last 
evening that It was in my thought to go down and escort you up. But it so 
happened that this was hardly practicable. 

Accordîngly, since at 7.30 (the hour named to your hostess) it would still be 
daylight, it was agreed that we might hope for you nevertheless. 

We had ail spent an evening in going through the published papers you kindly 
loaned us and were more than ever anxious for an opportunity to greet you in 
oor simple and homely abode. 

If you are to be in Washington on next Monday evening you may count on 
the family being at home to receîve you and upon my bearing you company 
both going and coming. Or if some evening this weelc would better suit your 
convenience, and you will kindly give us a day*s notice, we will ail endeavor 
to be hère and will accord you the warmest sort of welcome. 

We trust that you are in excellent health, that your noble enterprise is pros- 
pering, and that in thèse golden days you find a large measure of compensation 
for the discomfort of an undue proportion of such as bave been without précè- 
dent on the other side. 

With kindest regards of the whole farally and renewed assurance of our 
interest in yourself and your work, I am, most truly, 

Your admirer and friend, John W. Hoyt. 



RECTOBY, CHUBCH of THE HOLY COMFOBTEB, 

341 West Houston Stbeet, 
New York City, Novemher 16, 189^. 

When we sent forth one of our best women, and especially to that section of 
Europe which every true American loves, beautiful France, we say " Godspeed." 
Do your beSt and come back quickly. 

Miss M. Smedley bas been known to me for years. Her acts are convictions 
and her work God directed. I commend her as St. Paul did Phebe, for she 
has with her a shining Christianity. Her mission abroad is a noble one. 

Walteb a. A. Gabdneb, Rector, 
(Hebrews xiii, 2.) 



Jeffebson City, Mo., 

August 24, 1900. 
Miss Mathilda Smedi^y, 

American National Inatitute, Paris. 

My Deab Miss Smedley : Will you kindly send me information concerning the 
requirements necessary to entrance to the American National Institute estab- 
lished by you in Paris? 

I hâve been studying singing in New York, since the death of my husbaud, 
preparatory to appearing in public as a necessary means of living. 
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Madam Tadskl, the great German singer, has befiiended me, and I hâve a 
îtter of indorsement froin lier. As I bave no further income for study I am 
ooking with longing to your great institution for enconragement 

Hoping for an early reply, I am, 

Very truly, Emma Davidson Nuckols. 



9 Rue de Fourneaux, Fehruarp 7, 1899, 

My Deab Miss Smedley : Your talk on Saturday night last was a révélation 
to me, as I did not know you possessed that rare gift of public speaJiing tbat 
beld your audience spellbound for two bours. Tbe more I tbink about ail tbe 
splendid plans you bave made tbe more deligbted I am. 

You are our art students' Moses to lead us ont of tbe " land of ignorance into 
tbe land of success." It is certainly tbe greatest scbeme of tbis century for 
spreading tbe interest in art ail over tbe United States. We are looking forward 
to tbe finisbing of tbe institute building bere in Paris witb tbe greatest de- 
ligbt, and feel sure, witb your indefatigable persévérance, ail our bopes in tbat 
direction will soon be realized. 

Wisbing you good bealtb to continue your efforts in our bebalf, I remain, 
Yours, sincerely, 

ISABEL E. Smith. 



Septembeb 17, 1894. 
Miss Smedley, 

118 West Eighty-fourth street, New York City, 

Deab Madam : Witb référence to tbe Paris institute, 1 wisb to make inqni 
as to wbetber it would be possible for a person to go to Paris witb tbe purpoi 
of earning ber own living and also to take a course of instruction in the inst 
tute. 

Yours, very truly, Gbace D'Ella €k>LE. 




JEFFEBSON GlTY, Ma, 

Septemher 22, 1900. 

My Deab Miss Smedley: I am so grateful for your friendly letter whi 
reacbed me tbis morning. Tbe tone of interest and kindness makes me mo 
tban ever wild to go at once. Tbe $500 is, bowever, a ratber difficult obstacl 
and I fear it will take me a year to bave tbat mucb ready. 1 realise the fatili 
of going to Paris or anywbere witbout being sufficiently prepared flnancially. 
Sincerely and gratefully, 

Emma D. Nuckols. 




Litchfield, Gonn., July 30, 189J^ 

Deab Miss Smedley: Will you please be so kind as to let me know 'the 
most economical arrangement possible tbat could be made î^ra young lady ot 
very limited means wbo wisbes to study French in order to^^liifli.» She has 
studied tbe language, but lacks practice in conversation, constMcUon, and 
fluency. I sbould also like to know wbat advantages she would bave for 0tac(y- 
ing and speaking tbe language. If you will help me in tbis mattelf I will be 
under many obligations to you. 

Believe me, yours most sincerely, Lii.Y Capps. 



WeymoutIh, My 2, 

Deab Madam : I am inclosing a note given to me by Miss Erb, wbo|m I met in 
London a few weeks ago. I told ber I was tbinking of going to Par^ to to*» 
some lessons in singing, and sbe was kind enougb to gtve me a letter^ 7J^\ 
I bave been staying at tbe seaside for a few weeks and I am getting tin 
as I would like to start work again. I bave not yet appeared in Londo] 
bave appeared witb Hut^elik (tbe famous violinist) and bad a very flatt# 
réception. Herr Gorlitig (Hubelik's manager) predlcted a grand future foj 
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I only hope for îts realization. Would you by return let me know your most 
Muient terms. 
Witli compliments, 

Slncerely yours, Mbs. C. N. Kino (née LUI Sharp). 

Address : Weymonth, G. P. 6. 

P. S. — I must tell you I am an Australian and still keep to my stage name — 
I^ili Sharp. 



LoNDON, May 29, 

My Deab Miss Smedley : I beg to introduce my friends, Mr. and Mrs. King, 
of Australia. Any information or advice you might be able to give them would 
lœ greatly appreclated by me. I do not know that you will remember me, but I 
'^ spent several very pleasant evenings at your home some time ago, being a 
ïriend of Mrs. Tolbot, of Pennsylvania, and Miss Florence Bell, of Chicago. 
Miss Bell seemed so delighted with her progress in music and happy surround- 
Ings ; and as my friends are particularly interested in music, and Mrs. King is 
anxious to study with Marchés!, I thought it would be extremely pleasant for 
them to meet you. 

I am, most slncerely, Daist E. Ebb. 



Pabis, April 2, 189S, 

Deab Madam : This institute which I hear that you are about to start deeply 
interests mè, I having been an art student in Paris and tberefore know ail the 
trials and many temptations which the student meets with, especially in those 
" Pensions de familles." 

I had to pay 400 francs a month. True, it was more a private family than a 
pension, but still I was on the fourth étage and the food was very poor. Then 
the most dreadful part of pension life for the young girls who corne abroad is, 
that they are sometimes thrown in with people who ruin not only their future 
but themselves, poor things, and tberefore the sooner this institute is started 
the better, as the need is most pressing. As much as I can do in forwarding 
the cause, you will always Ûnd me most ready and willing to do, and I shall 
recommend your institute to ail art students with whom I corne in contact. 
Very truly, yours, 

Ida Lubio Klahn, 
Singing Teacher, 105 Rue de Proug, 



TUESDAY MOBNINQ, OCtohCT i, 1895, 

Miss Smedley. 

My Deab Fbiend : I wrote to you f rom this place where I am now stopping. 
I am undecided what is best to do. I want to go on with my music and am sure 
I can make a success of it, but money is the drawback. I am .willing to study 
hard and do everything in my power to win. 

Write and tell me what Mr. Thier said, and if he will give me lessons any 
eheaper. 

Yours, slncerely, 

Miss Fox. 



HOTEL Beaujon, 

8 Rue Balzac, 

Deab Miss Smedt^y: Mother has decided to take the room downstairs. I 
Bhould like to know if it will be convenient for you to take me to Julian's acad- 
emy to-morrow? If I do not hear to the contrary, I shall expect you sometime 
after eleven. Until then, 

Slncerely, yours. Violet Langham. 
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203 BOULEVABD Raspael, 

Decemher i, 1900. 

My Deab Miss Smedley : I wish to thank you for your efforts in our behalf 
in making such a pleasant Thanksgiving, and also Mrs. Jackson for that good 
Tbanksgiving dinner and the kind liospitality that I so much enjoyed and which 
will always remain in my memory. 

I thank you again and remain, 

Yours, sineerely, David W. Humphbey. 



GONSEBYATOBY OF GHUBCH MUSIC, 

139 East Fobty-thibd Stbeet, 

New York, April SO, 

Deab Miss Smedley: A very severe cold has prevented me from attending 
your meeting at Sherry*s last night, the weather also being most inclement 
You will succeed in your noble enterprise, for I do think that our better class 
of people are becoming gradually more art loving and willing to help art students 
with talent. 

Wishing you every success, 

Yours, sineerely, J. Gbaf. 



Mabch 29, 1901. 

Deab Miss Smedley: If you will permit me, I will call on you to-morrow 
uight with a charming young American girl, who wants to see if she can profit 
by studying at the instltute. To that end she would like to inquire in détail 
about the methods of admitting students and the System of study. 

If you can receive us, you will greatly oblige. 

Yours, sineerely, Lee McKelway. 



Cincinnati, Ohio, August 28, 1901. 
Hon. noBACE Pobteb, 

Paris, France. 

Deab Sib: Not knowing the correct address of the United States consul in 
your City, J. K. Gowdy, I take the liberty of addressing this to you, with the 
humble request to kindly refer this to the consul or oflScer you may deem in 
proper position to respond. 

I désire to know the names and addresses of any commercial or other schools 
in France teaching commercial correspondence. In fltting myself for a foreign 
correspondent I hâve to become familiar with foreign business methods, and 
this I wish to do through one of thèse schools. 

Trusting you will be able to see that a satisfactory response reaches me, that 
you will not consider me presumptious, and thanking you kindly in advance, 
I beg to remain, respectfully, yours, 

J. H. Geysbeck. 



25 Rue Duphot, 

April SO, 1900. 

Deab Miss Smedley: Please accept my thanks for the delightful evenlng 
passed at the inauguration of the " Institut National Amercain," to wblch you 
so kindly invited me. As it is impossible for me to hâve the pleasure of ealling 
upon you to-day, I take this means of expressing my gratitude. 
Yours, very sineerely, 

Mbs. E. j. Levy. 



Bolxevabd Raspail 203, 

October 11. 

Deab Miss Smedley: Fortunately I was one of the many American students 
that spent an enjoyable eveniug at the instltute last Saturday evenlng. 

I am taking a regular painter's course at the Jullan Académie in préparation 
for book illustration. Am heartily in accord with your good undertaking, aud 
désire to do ail I can to advance it. 

Yours, respectfully, E. Eable Hogeboom. 
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Pabis, March 51, 1893. 

Ht Deab Miss Smedley : It glves me great pleasure to hear that you expect 
te open a bouse wbere American giris coming to Paris for tbe purpose of study- 
Ing music, painting, or French eau bave a comfortable borne without fear of 
l)^g ebeated in regard to tbe price of board or in any otber way. 

After a stay of several weelss in tbis eity, duriug wbicb time I was treated 
very disbonestly at my boarding place in a private family, I fully realize tbe 
cecessity for sucb an establisbment as you intend to bave. 

If I ever retum to Paris I sball certainly maliie niy borne witb you, and I 
shali tell ail of my friends to do tbe same. 

Very respectfuUy, Abbie Potts. 



Pabis, Fehruary 21, 1899, 
Miss Mathilda Smedley. 

Deab Madam ; I wisb to tbank you for your interesting lecture on tbe " Ameri- 
can National Institute " given at tbe studio of Mr. and Mrs. Smitb ; and also to 
express my appréciation of tbe successful efforts you bave made to establisb 
the institution upon a national and permanent basis. 

I feel tbat tbe American National Institute will be of inestimable advantage 
to our American students and a crédit to our great country. It will not only 
edncate tbe individual students, but will educate our people at bome to an 
increased knowledge and appréciation of art. 

I bope to interest tbe people of my native city, St. Louis, Mo., in tbe institute, 
and sball take an early opportunity to send a letter on tbe subject to one of our 
leading daily papers. 

My daugbter is now in Paris studying and I bope in tbe near future sbe may 
be able to attend tbe American National Institute. 
Sincerely, yours, 

Mrs. nuGH Abmstbong. 
Miss Mabie L. Abmstbong. 



New Yobk, Septemher 29, 1891. 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

^ew York City. 

Deab Madam : Having carefully considered tlie magnificent educational work 
whicb you bave so successfully inaugurated in Paris, I take pleasure in bringing 
about an affiliation bet^-een your organlzation aud tbe American Patriotic 
Musical League. 

As you are aware, tbe particular puri>ose of the league is to consolidate ail 
existing educational, protective, and art organizations into a national institu- 
tion wbicb sball exert a controlling influence over ail the arts involved in the 
ontire System of public entertainment, to the end that its full educational and 
liiunanizing possibilities may be realized and that the condition of the many 
thousand persons involved in its opérations may be improved. While our ulti- 
mate objêet is to build up American institutions to raise the standard of 
American production, I conçoive your work to be not at ail inimical to the ful- 
fillment of our purpose, inasmuch as your central idea seems to be to make 
proper provision for the Americans who insist upon flnishing their studios in 
Europe or are compelled to do so by the lack of fostering influences at home. 
Witb tbis understanding tbat tbe purposes of both organizations are funda- 
mentally nonconflicting, and appreciating the advantages to American art and 
éducation wbicb would arise from their coopération, I bave the honor to submit 
for your approval and adoption tbe inclosed form designated "Articles of 
association." 

Very respectfuUy, Winfield Blake, 

8ecr€tary. 
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Villa Park,* September i J, 1900, 

Deab Miss Smedley: One of the memories I shall cherish will be tbe-l^ef 
acquaintance with you, and I hope sincerely that the work upon whlch you havé 
entered with so much zeal may be erowned with great success. Such an institu- 
tion ought to fil! a very important place in musical life and attract a great deal 
of attention from Americans contemplating the study of art in ail its branches. 
There are so many students desiring a course of foreign study with no deflnite 
idea how to secure the best results, and this school will solve the problem. 
Yours, truly, 

MlBIAM CaIXAHAN. 



On Boabd THE Steamship Patricia, 

Novetnher 18, 190S, 

My Deab Miss Smedley : On leaving Paris I wish to thank you again for the 
many kindnesses showered on me while there. 

So many girls go to Paris without any knowledge of the language, where or 
how to secure the advantages they are seeking, and thus much valuable time and 
money are wasted because there is not an institute for American students. In 
lieu of such an institute you are the best friend a student could hâve. My 
progress in French was very much more rapid, owing to the school in which yon 
placed me. Altogether I could not hâve been more ad^'antagoously situated 
My only regret was in leaving Paris before I could avail myself of ail the advan- 
tages you had placed before me. 

With my kindest remembrances and regards, I am, 

Very sincerely, yours, Maby Wilson. 



Decembeb 30, 1903. 
Hon. A. G. Fosteb, 

Washingtotiy D. C, 

My Deab Senatob : This will introduce Miss Smedley, of New York, who bas 
been laboring for years to establish an American institute at Paris, and is seek- 
ing the coopération of our Government. Any courtesies shown Miss Smedley 
wlU be considered a personal favor to me. 

Thanking you in advance,. 

I am, very truly, youis, J. J. Smith. 



I am much interested in your enterprise, and think it an important advance 
In art éducation. 

Louis C. TiFFANY. 



Decembeb 30, 1903. 
Hon. Will E. Humphrey, 

Washington, D, C, 

My Deab Sib : This will introduce Miss Smedley, who is seeking the coùpett- 
tion of our Government in establishing an American institute. at Paris. Any aid 
that you can consistently give Miss Smedley will be appreciated by me. 
I am, sir, yours, very truly, 

J. J. Smith. 



Decembeb 30, 1903. 
Hon. Levi Ankeny, 

Washington, D. C, 

My Deab Senatob: This will be handed you by Miss Smedley, of New York, 
who is seeking to hâve our Government establish an institute at Paris. Any- 
thing you can do, consistently, to aid Miss Smedley, will be appreciated by me. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 

I am, very truly, yours, J. J. Smith. 



AMEHICAN* NATIONAL INSTITUTE, 
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nrCOBPOSATED 1895. 

QBIOINAL BOABD Or TBÛ8TEES OF THE AMEBICAN NATIONAL IN8TITUTE, 1895. 

Cbauncey M. Depew, LL. D., 43 West Fifty-fourth street, New York; E. 
Walpole-Warren, D. D., St James, Seventy-first street and Madison avenue, 
New York; Thomas Hunter, président Normal School, New York, Normal Col- 
lège, Sixty-eighth street and Madison avenue, New York ; Qen. Joshua L. Cham- 
berlain, ex-govemor of Maine, Brunswick, Me. ; Count von Daur, Van Dyke 
Studio, Fifty-sixth street and Elghth avenue, New York; Hon. John D. Crlm- 
mins, 40 East Sixty-eighth street, New York ; John F. Dillon, LL. D., ex-judge 
Qf the suprême court, 195 Broadway, New York; Henry G. Marquand, prési- 
dent Metropolitan Muséum, New York, corner Madison avenue and Sixty-eighth 
street, New York ; Rev. Charles F. Hoffmann, D. D., LL. D., D. C. L., 31 West 
Seventy-second street, New York ; Candace Wheeler, président Society of Asso- 
ciated Artlsts, 124 East Twentj'-seventh street, New York ; Mary R. Callender, 
7 East Seventy-second street, New York ; Caroline de Forest, 7 East Seventy- 
second street, New York; Helena de Kay Gilder, Century, Seventeenth street. 
Union Square ; Mariana G. van Rensselaer, 9 West Eleventh street, New York ; 
Frances A. Levy, 275 West End avenue, New York ; Sarah E. Buckhee, 34 West 
Nlnety-first street, New York ; Ellzabeth C. Edmund, Brunswick, Me. ; Matilda 
Smedley, Van Dyke Studio Building, Fifty-sixth street and Elghth avenue, 
New York ; Mrs. Walden Pell, Paris. 
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Incorporated under the laws of the State of New York, 1895. 
This organization approved by — 



Edward Walpole-Warren, D. D. 

Mrs. Candace Wheeler. 

Cbauncey M. Depew. 

Mary R. Callender. 

Caroline de Forest. 

Joshua L. Chamberlain. 

Henri von Daur. 

Thomas Hunter. 

Thomas W. Wood, président National 

Academy of Design. 
Emily James Smith, dean Bnrnard 

Collège. 
George B. Post, président American 

Institute of Architects. 
W. H. P. Faunce. pastor Fifth Avenue 

Baptist Church. 
John D. Crimmins. 
McKim, Mead & White, architects. 
H. J. Burrell, Collegiate Church. 
Oarrere & Hastings, architects. 
Howard Russell Butler, président 

American Fine Arts Society. 
Chartran. 
R. de Madrazo. 
Henry Wolfsohn. 
H. E. Johnston & Co. 



J. Maurice Grau. 

P. R. Uhler, Peabody Institute. 

A. J. Valch. 

H. Sylick. 

J. Q. Ward. 

Jno. S. Wise. 

Lillian Nordica. 

Edward Lauterbach. 

Alexander C. Morgan. 

W. H. Howland. 

Mrs. Walden Pell. 

Edgar Goodfield. 

Sol. B. Solomon. 

Lolo P. Brown. 

J. C. Knecht. 

George Brown. 

J. J. Smith, M. D. 

R. L. Solomon. 

Ada M. Brenzing. 

H. don Colzhaschan. 

J. H. Bouffa rd. 

Z. K. Waterbury. 

Z. Takito (Japan). 

P. Wood. 

Louise Patterson. 

A. M. Hume. 
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MEMBKES HONOBAISES DU CONSEIL. 



J. B. Ëustis, ambassador of tbe United 
States to France. 

M. Samuel E. Morss, consul-general of 
the United States. 

M. Massenet, membre de l'Institut 

M. Théodore Dubois, directeur du con- 
servatoire, membre de Tlnstitut. 

M. Puvis de Chavânnes, président de 
la Société nationale, Cbamp-de-Mars. 

M. Paul Dubois, membre de Tlnstitut, 
directeur de l'Ecole des beaux-arts. 

M. François Coppée, membre de l'In- 
stitut. 

M. Sully Prudhomme, membre de l'In- 
stitut. 

M. Benjamin Constant, membre de 
l'Institut. 

M. Auguste Rodin, statuaire. 

M. Camille Flammarion, chevalier de 
la Légion d'honneur. 

M. Duc de Pomar. 

M. Carolus Duran, vice-président de la 
Société nationale, Champ-de-Mars. 

M. Gustave de Morsier, membre du 
conseil de la Société française d'ar- 
bitrage. 

M. Jules Cambon, ambassadeur de 
France aux Etats-Unis. 

M. Henri Houssaye, de l'Académie 
Française. 



M. José Maria de Hérédia, de l'Acad- 
émie Française. 

M. A. Kaempfen, directeur des Musées 
nationaux. 

M. Emile Soldi Colbert 

M. Georges Picot, secrétaire perpétuel 
de l'Académie des sciences morales 
et politiques. 

M. Frédéric Passy, membre de l'In- 
stitut 

M. L. Laisney, avoué au Tribunal de 
pre)nière instance. 

M. Arnaud de Foïard, avocat 

M. F. Adolphe Bocage, architecte, mem- 
bre de la Société centrale. 

Mme. Isabelle Bogelot, chevalier de la 
Légion d'honneur. 

Mme. Kendall Champlin. 

Mme. Camille Flammarion. 

Mme. Baronne Seillière. 

Mme. Comtesse de la Rochefoucauld. 

Mme. James Jackson, founder and 
président of the "Woman's Ex- 
change," Paris. 

Mme. Madeleine Lemaire, membre 
fondateur du Salon, Champ-de-Mars. 

Mme. Bensaude. 

Mme. Blanc (Théodore Bentzon). 

Mme. Juliette Adam, directrice de la 
Nouvelle Revue. 



MEMBEBS OF THE WASHINGTON CLUB, WASHINGTON, D. C, FEBBUABT, 1900. 



Mrs. E. B. Lee, président. 

Julia Graham. 

Alice Frye Browne. 

Mrs. Fitzhugh Lee. 

Miss F. W. Halyburton. 

Miss Minna Blair Ricliey. 

Adèle H. Vulte. 

Caroline J. Heger. 

lilargaret Corse Beale. 

Margaret Gillmore. 

Mrs. Edmund K. Goldsborough. 

S. L. Nichols. 

Edith A. Hawley. 

Esther A. Dorst. 

Matilda G. Saxton. 

Margaret M. Davies. 

Anne B. Kennon. 

Katie C. Stewart. 

Annie H. Wagner. 

Anna J. Westcott. 

Hannah Cassel Mills. 

Kate Kearney Henry. 

Maud Thornhill Porter. 



Clara Warren McNair. 

Mrs. Richard Goldsborough. 

Mrs. Leigh Robinson. 

Virginia Miller. 

Elizabeth G. Copelin. 

Mrs. A. Colman. 

Mrs. Georgia Roberts. 

Mrs. M. Kirkup. 

Mrs. O'Connell. 

Mrs. Dolliver. 

Mrs. Hitchcock. 

Mrs. Hay. 

Mrs. Connor. 

Mrs. Hull. 

Mrs. Clemmons. 

Mrs. Burrows. 

Mrs. Spooner. 

Mrs. C. Roberts. 

Miss May Roberts. 

Mr. Lewis B. Rééd. 

Judge Wm. B. Matthews. 

Mrs. Matthews. 



It seems to me that the scheme and purpose of the National Amexican Iiwti- 
tute at Paris are, as I understand them, excellent, and that its sucoess is in 
every way désirable. 

W. D. HOWELLS. 



\ 
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MEETING. 

On the 16th of December, 1895, the board of trustées of the American National 
Institute met at the house of the Hon. Chauncey M. Depew. After the transac- 
tion of other business, the worl£ that Matilda Smedley had accomplished was 
discussed and accepted, and she was unanimously authorized to continue her 
efforts and to receive subscriptions for the building as well as for the endow- 
ment of the institute, and that Miss Smedley shall be reimbursed ail expenses 
incurred. 

Approved by the board of trustées, as foregoing. 

Executive committee, — Hon. Chauncey M. Depew, chairman; Rev. E. Wal- 
pole Warren ; Gen. Joshua L. Chamberlain ; Hon. John D. Crimmins ; Miss Caro- 
line de Forest; Miss Sarah E. Buckbee; Miss Frances A. Levy; Miss Matilda 
Smedley, ex offîcio ; Count von Daur, ex offleio. 

Memhers of the French committee, Paris,— rM. Félix Herbet, avocat à la Cour 
d'appel, maire du 5* arrondissement; M. Léon Cléry, avocat à la Cour d'appel ; 
M. Charles Richet, professeur à la Faculté de médecine; M. Antony Ratier, 
sénateur, avoué au tribunal de la Seine; Mme. Marjolin (née Ary Scheffer) ; 
Mme. James S. Gibbs, former président Amateur Musical Club, Chicago ; Mme. 
Demont-Breton, présidente de la Société des femmes artistes; Mme. Walden 
Pell and Miss Matilda Smedley, ex officio. 

For ail officiai correspondence address : M. Henry Vignaud, honorary member 
of the committee, first secretary of the United States embassy, 18 avenue Kléber, 
Paris. 



New York, Fehruary 15, 1896, 

To the American National Institute, incorporated under the laws of the State of 
New York, Decemher 9, 1895: 

We are in full knowledge of the enterprise founded by Miss Smedley and 
oooperate in tho work to bring about a successful issue, which we believe will 
be a great power for good to deserving American students who will be sent 
abroad for study under proper restrictions, and will serve on a board of exam- 
iners as président of the National Academy of Design, Thomas W. Wood ; prési- 
dent of the American Water Color Society, J. G. Brown ; président of the Art 
Students' League of New York, George W. Breck ; président of the Architectural 
League of New York, George B. Post; président of the Metropolitan School of 
Fine Arts, A. Francis Wattson, March 2, 1896; président of the Fine Arts 
Society, Howard Russell Butler; président of the National Sculpture Society, 
J. Q. Ward, March 4, 1896; président of Society of Associated Artists, Mrs. 
Candace Wheeler ; first vice-président of the Municipal Art Society, William H. 
Coffin ; School of Applied Design, Mrs. Dunlap Hopkins. 



LETTEB OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

New York, January 31, 1896, 

The undersigned trustées of the American National Institute, in addition to 
the formai vote authorizing Miss Smedley to continue the collection of subscrip- 
tions and contributions in nid of the institute, hereby offer the testimony of their 
Personal approval and sympathy. 

We hâve glven earnest attention to the purposes and plans set forth by Miss 
Smedley and to the measures by which she has secured so admirable a beginning. 
She has labored zealously in this country to obtain a permanent charter and 
adéquate support for this institute. 

We heartily commend her to ail who appreciate the value of this line of prac- 
tical éducation, which in its scope and effect will be a great public benefit. 

It is far from our wisli to seem to encourage young girls to go abroad for 
study, and it is not the design of this institute to offer such inducements, but it 
will remain almost a necessity, cei*tainly a persistent fact, that students who are 
obliged to make their talents for artistic work a means of support will be forced 
by what is almost a public demand to perfect their studies by a finishing course 
In Paris. 

To those who know the condition of student life in that city an institute like 
this wlU warmly commend itself. 
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Miss Smedley bas thorough knowledge of ail the conditions to be provided for 
and bas tbe cordial support of raany of tbe most wortby and distinguisbed clti- 
zens of France in tbis good work. Sbe sbould be sustained bere. 



Chauncey m. Depew. 

Thomas Hunter, président Normal 

Collège. 
Maby R. Callendeb. 
Gaboline de Fobest. 
Candace Wheeleb. 
Fbances a. Levy. 
Henbi von Daub. 
M. G. Van Rensselaeb. 
John D. Cbimmins. 



Edwabd Walpole Wabben, D. D. 
Hon. Henby g. MAEquAJifD, président 

Metropolitan Art Muséum. 
Sabah E. Buckbee. 
E. C. Edmunds. 
Judge John F. Diixon, LL. D. 
Ghables F. Hoffmann, D. D. 
Gen. JosHUA L. Ghambeblain, ex- 

governor of Maine, 




Pabis, Fehrtuxry 21, 1894, 

My Deab Miss Smedley : I am mucb Interested to know tbat you bave under- 
taken to found an institute for tbe American students in music and art I shall 
use ail my influence to belp you to carry out your projects. 

My expérience will serve to sbow tbat tbere does not exist such an institutioik^ 
for tbe American students, for I bave known many wbo bave bad to stmggU 
against difficulties, and bave been obliged to return borne witbout baving accom- 
plisbed tbe purpose for wbicb tbey came, wbilst otbers almost died for want ol 
proper nourisbment du ring tbe time of study, and not for tbe want of«meaiis, foi 
many bave to stop wbere tbe table is so poor tbat tbey do not get enougb to eaf 

Tbe bureau of gênerai information will be invaluable, as tbrougb it tbe 
dents will be well directed, and bave protection from fraud and loss of tim< 
Also, tbe course of lectures will place tbe student under tbe course of tbe 
llterature and culture of tbe day. 

Knowing, from wbat I bear, tbat you are entirely qualified for tbis work, ] 

would recommend parents to place tbeir daugbters witb perfect confldene- s e , 

Tbe plan of tbe institution is unique in itself. 

Yours, sincerely, Mrs. Walden Peix, 

i, Avenue Montaigne, 
Mrs. O. R. Peix. 





BY-LAWS of THE AMEBICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE (PBIX DE PABIS) AT PABI8, ÏRAN 

[Incorporated under the lawB of the State of New York, December 0, 1895, embodied 
the new incorporation of 1904 by act of Congress, passed the Senate Aprii 18, 19 
and to be amended as may be required.] 

Article I. — Trustées. 

Section 1. Tbe number of trustées of tbis corporation sball be increased 
diminisbed in tbe manner provided by law, but at présent tbeir number is 



in 
04, 



or 



Sec. 2. The flrst board of trustées sball by lot or otberwise divide itself iz^mito 
tbree classes, to bold, respectively, one, two, and tbree years. One-tbird only— ot 
tbe trustées sball be elected by ballot by a majority of tbe remaining trustées at 
eacb annual meeting. 

Sec 3. Vacancies in tbe board of trustées occurring during tbe year shalL 6e 
fllled by majority vote of tbe l)oard at any regular meeting, or spécial meetriFn^ 
called for tbat purpose. 

Sec 4. Tbe board of trustées sball meet every montb, except in £be moJKth8 
of August and September, . on the flrst Wednesday. Spécial meetings of the 
board may be called by the président or on the written request of flve trustée». 
Tbe flrst Wednesday of January shall be tbe gênerai meeting of tbe year of tûe 
board of trustées. Seven members of the board shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of business, but at least six affirmative votes sliall be necessary 
to pass any measure. 

Article II. — Officera. 






.?« 



Section 1. The officers of tbis corporation sball be an bonorary président a 
président and four vice-présidents, a flrst secretary and a treasurer, a second 
secretary and an assistant treasurer. 



o 
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Sec. 2. The title of honora ry président Is oflfered to the Secretary ot State, the 
firet vice-président to the Président of the Senate (United States), the second 
vice-président to the Secretary of the United States Treasury, as perpétuai titles 
and ex officlo. 

Sec. 3. In order to perpetuate the ten years of Miss Matilda Smedley's inde- 
fatJ gable efforts for the foundation of the American National Institute, and in 
the nieantime having organized and sustained the preliminary house for three 
years — the corner stone of the institute — that her name shall siaud on the roUs 
of the institute, founder, dirc»ctor-general, in peri»etual remembrîince of the l>ene- 
faction established and her title continue founder and director-geueral, with ex 
offlcio rights ; that she should exercise her influence in the future as in the past 
to keep up the interest in the work in securing scholarships, and fraternlty be- 
tween France and the United States. 

Sec. 4. In considération of having founded the institute, Miss Smedley shall 
hâve the right and power to propose two deserving students, who shall hâve 
their living and the privilèges of the institute free of charge, and thèse two 
being called " Matilda Smedley scholarships." 

Sec. 5. The président shall préside at ail meetings of the board of trustées, 
and shall, under the control of the trustées, hâve the gênerai management of the 
Unancial affairs of the corporation, and shall in gênerai perform ail the duties 
I)ertaining to his office. 

Sec 6. The acting président and two vice-présidents, the secretary and treas- 
urer shall hold their officies for one year and until their successors are chosen 
and Qualified. Thèse officers shall be elected by the trustées by ballot at each 
annual meeting. 

Sec. 7. In the absence or incapacity of the président, one of the vice-presi- 
clents, following the order of their élection, shall perform the duties of tbat 
«fficer. 

Sec 8. In relation to the secretary-general, that in récognition of his untiring 
efforts of a period of seveu years, Mr. von Daur shall be appointed first director 
in charge of the institute for a terni of six years, with privilège of réélection if 
lie so elect and <x)nditions confirm. 

That an underdirector shall be elected to act with him to secure the !)eneflts 
of his knowledge and to be made acquainted with his commanding efforts to 
advance the American National Institute. 

His profound knowledge of four languages, and principally the French, and 
his great exiierience in ail matters concerning the study of art, literature, and 
science, hâve made him very valuable, and we believe he should be compensated 
with a similar position in this institution. 

He has been intrusted with the seiretaryship duriug the period of three years 
of the preliminary house of the institute, having given his valuable time to the 
work without any rémunération. 

Sec 9. The secretary shall keep a record, in books provided for that puriiose, 
of ail the meetings and proceedings of the board of trustées. Ile shall notify 
the trustées of their meetings, and shall attend to such correspondence of the 
corporation as the board of trustées shall direct, and shall in gênerai perform 
ail the duties pertaining to his office. 

Abticlb III. 

Sec. 10. The treasurer shall hâve the custody of, and be responsible for ail 
moneys, deeds, and other titles to property held by the trustées of this corpora- 
tion, and also ail books and accounts of the corporation, save such as shall here- 
after be directed to be kept by the secretary or by the résident director 
of the institute in Paris, France. At each annual meeting he shall présent a 
full statement of the affairs of the corporation. He shall hâve the custody and 
care of the seal of the corporation, and shall generally perform ail the duties 
pertaining to his office. He may be required to give bonds in such sum as the 
trustées deem proper. 

Executive. 

Sec 11. There shall be chosen from the lx)ard of trustées an executive commit- 
tee of Ryey of which two of tlie vice-présidents and the secretary and founder 
shall be members ex officio, which coinmittee shall in the interval between meet- 
ings of the trustées bave charge and direction of the active concerns of the cor- 
poration, but they shall not act contrary to the instructions of the board of 
trustées nor inconsistently with its expressed policy. 

S. Doc. 167, 68-3 9 
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They shall audit monthly the accounts of collecting and disbursing agents and 
bills for Incidental expenses, and the approval of the chairman shall be the 
treasurer's warrant for payment thereof. 

Sec. 12. At the meeting of the board of trustées in the house of the Hon. 
Chauneey Depew, December 16, 1895, it was decided by the committee tbat Miss 
Smedley should be reimbursed for ail the expenses she would hâve to meet for the 
establishment of the American National Institute in Paris. 

The late Rev. Charles F. Hoffmann read the address and committed the 
measure to the board of trustées, which was agreed upon. 

Sec. 13. The board of trustées shall establish and enforce the rules and régula- 
tions for the direction and conduct of the institute in Paris and confer (corre- 
spond) with the director of the institute in Paris, giving him such instructions 
as may be necessary. (See Rules and Régulations hereafter.) 

Sec. 14. The trustées shall appoint not less than three, and no more than flve, 
persons of permanent résidence in Paris, a majority of whom shall be citizens of 
the United States, who shall constitute an honorary council of résidents, of which 
the American ambassador or the first secretary of the embassy shall be 
requested to act as président or honorary président ex officie, to which the 
director may submit questions of Immédiate local interest in the conduct and 
administration of the institute, and the advice and consent of a majority thereof 
shall be the director's full authority for the décision of such questions. 

Executive committee to he appointed hy the trustées, 

The executive committee shall keep a minute of tlieir doings, which shall be 
reported at each meeting of the trustées for their approval. 

The assent of at least three members of the executive committee shall be 
lequisite to authorize any measures submitted to their charge. 

Article IV. — Suhscriptions. 

Section 1. Subscriptions shall be opened for the création of State scholarships 
throiigh legrslation, in order that each State may become a patron of the work 
by securing at least one scholarship of $900 or $1,000 per year for the most 
deserving student of either branch of learning in the institute in Paris and 
submit such candidates to a compétition by a si)ecial appointed jury of the 
respective State. AU this monoy shall be trusted to the finance committee 
(treasurer) of the American National Institute, the income of which shall go 
to the maintenance and gênerai expenses of the institute. The institute in 
Paris shall be in charge and under the immédiate direction and supervision of 
the résident director. (See spécial rules and régulations for the institute in 
Paris.) 

Sec 2. Private scholarships already subscribed, as the Mrs. Walden Pell 
Prize, $10,000; Mrs. James Jackson, also $10,000; Mrs. Frank Lreslie, $5,000; 
Madame Baronne de Zedwitz, $500. Further, ail gifts in pictures, statuary, 
books, musical instruments, etc., shall be tendered within six months from the 
date when this corporation has been sanctioned by Gongress and the board of 
trustées has been organized and had its first meeting. 

Sec 3. Tbat said corporation is hereby empowered to acquire property, both 
real and i)ersonal, by deed, lease, devise, subscription, purchase, ^ft, or by any 
other lawful means in the United States and France; and, in particular, is 
empowered to succeed to the rights and to take over, hold, and administer ail 
the property of the American National Institute (Prix de Paris), a corporation 
heretofore incorporated under the laws of the State of New York, including ail 
its scholarships, subscriptions, bequests, gifts, and pledges, and ground conceded 
by the municipality of the city of Paris, France, seal and emblem. 

Article V. — Seal of corporation. 



The seal of the corporation shall be circular in form with the design of the 
emblem and with the words "American National Institute" and the figures 
" incorporated 19 — ." It shall be impressed on ail certificates, concessions, and 
contracts on the part of the corporation, and on other papers by law requiring a 
seal. 

Article VI. — Amendmcnts. 

Further détails of organization or management shall be provided for in a code 
of by-laws, adopted by the trustées, wliich may be amended at any regular meet- 
y/7^ thereof, notice of proposed amendmeuts having been given at least two weeks 
prevlous to action tbereon. 
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«TATB AND PRJVATE SCHOLARSHIPS, GIFT8, BEQUE8TS, AND PLEDGES TO 
THE AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE, PRIX DE PARIS. 

The création of scholarships existed long ago, and there are many 
given from private persons as well as from institutions ail over the 
United âtates to enable students for a limited period to go abroad to 
finish their éducation. But such students receive little considération in 
Europe ; they go as far as their money reaches, and pay dear for wiiat 
they seek. A great deal of time is lost in finding out just what they 
waîit to do, and sometimes the temptations of a great city lead them 
to lose the right path. When they finally place themselves under a 
good master, most pt their money has been expended, consequently 
they are compelled to return home. But being once addressed to an 
institute whose organization will be under the protection of the 
United States Government, they will hâve the proper guidance and 
direction. The student will not only be highly estimated and receive 
the best considération, but they will without unnecessary delay receive 
the best instruction this country can afford. The incorporators hope 
that in the future many of thèse private scholarships will be put 
under the care and control of the American National Institute. 

The Institute de France, founded the 22d of August, 1795, has.made 
it its principal mission to receive ail the new discoveries and to en- 
courage the perfection in the arts and sciences, literature, etc., and not 
only has the Government of France provided sufficient means, but 
many private persons hâve given great sums of money, being thus 
comoined amounting to millions. 

Through thèse wise and gênerons gifts and a well-founded organi- 
zation compétitions are open every year, as there are hundreds of 
thousands of francs in prizes to be awarded to the lauréate work in 
ail branches of art, literature, and science ; but of course thèse compé- 
titions are intended for such men of talent who hâve already reached 
the standard of perfection in their respective line of culture. 

No doubt once the American National Institute is in opération, such 
compétitions will be opened for the encouragement of our American 
genius. 

SCHOLABSHIPS, SUBSCRIPTIONS, GIFTS, ETC., OFFERED TO THE AMEBICAN NATIONAL 

INSTITUTE. 

Mrs. Walden-PeU, $10,000; Mrs. James Jackson, $10,000; Mrs. Frank Leslie, 
$5,000; for the scholarship fund, Baroness von Zedwitz, $500; Mme. S. Ben- 
saude, Paris, an annual subscriber, a grand piano of tlie lieuse of Erard in 
Paris; a Liszt organ, of Boston; works of Dr. Charles Kichet, professeur ilo la 
Faculté de Medicine, membre de L'Institute; Mr. Julius Stéwart, a picture; 
Mr. E. L. Weeks, a picture ; Mr. F. A. Bridgmann, a picture ; Mr. Charles Holl- 
man-Black will give a concert at his studio ; Mr. Jean Paul Laurens, a picture ; 
Mr. Rodin, one plaster cast ; Mr. Chartran, a picture ; Mr. M. H. Allourd, a draw- 
ing or a modeled statue ; Mr. Benjamin Constant, small study or picture ; Mr. 
Raphaël Collin, a study or a design ; Miss Julia Beck, a picture ; Mr. Carolus 
Duran, a study; Mr. L. Breitner will organize a concert; Mr. François Coppée 
(ses veuvres), his works; Mr. Puvis de Cha vannes, a picture; Mr. L. Lee Rob- 
hins, a picture; Mr. Syamour, a statue in plaster; Mr. Tony Robert Fleury, a 
picture; Mr. Jules Lefebvre, a picture: Mr. Walter Day, a small picture, Mr. 
Kaffaelli, a picture ; Mr. Ezikyl Rome, a bronze bust of Liszt ; Mme. Anna de la 
Grange, will give a concert for the l)enefit of the institute; Mr. George Clairin, 
a picture; Mr. Ricardo de Madrozo, a picture; Mr. Anton Seidl, a concert 
at the Metropolitan Opéra House for the beneflt of the institute; Mr. T. 
Hollman will organize a concert for the institute; one collection of 27 helio- 



126 AMEBIOAN NATIONAL IN8TITUTE. 

gravures after fresco paintings by Paolo Veronese from tbe Villa del Conte Bmo 
at Tanzolo, province of Treviso; a course of singing, tbree times a week, one 
bour and one-balf, in favor of tbe pupils of tbe institute and réduction of one 
Tbird of ordinary prices for private lessons by Mme Marguerite Yveling Ram- 
baud, née De Barrai ; réduction of one-tbird in singing lessons for tbe institute, 
Mme. T. de Picciotto ; Mme. Emma Eames Story will sing in a concert for the 
beneflt of tbe institute ; Mme. Pauline Gayrard Pacini will give lessons at half 
tbe price on tbe piano for tbe l)eTief<.t of tbe institute; M. Massenet will give 
u concert for tbe benefit of tlie American National Institute ; Mme. Emma Calvé 
will sing for tbe American National Institute; Mr. Ary Renan bas promised a 
worlî of bis fatber (Ernest Renan) for tbe institute; Mme. Bataille i^lll teacb 
at balf tbe price for tbe pupils of tbe American National Institute; Mr. T. 
Macbard, a picture ; Mr. Léon Jancey, secretary of tbe Opéra Ck)mique, lessons 
in diction (balf tbe price). 

PLAN FOB BULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE AMEBICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE 

(PBIX DE PARIS). 

Chapteb I. Officers of tbe institute in Paris. 

Sec. 1. Director in Paris. I*rize students of tbe institute in Paris (pension- 
naires). 

Sec. 2. Allowance for tbe prize students. Travel. 

Chapter II. Worlî of tbe prize students. 

Sec 1. General studios. 

Sec 2. Spécial studies concerning the obi iga tory work to be sent to America. 

Work and studies: Arcbitectiire, sculpture, painting, applied design, muslc, 
dramatic art, literature, lauguages, scientific instruction, and researcb. 

Chapteb III. Concerning tbe exposition of the obllgatory work and studies 
at Paris to be sent to Washington. The report of the director in regard to the -■ 
obllgatory work and studies. 

Chapter IV. Concerning tbe reserve fund. Measures to be enforced in case 
of nonfulflllment of the obligatory progrannne. 

Chapteb V. Rules and régulations in gênerai. 

Chapter I. 

Offlcers of tbe American National Institute Prix de Paris in Paris (France). ^ 

Sec 1. Director. 

Prize students (pensionnaires). 




Abticle 1. The American National Institute to be under tbe administration ol 
9. d i rfH^to 1* 

(2) Tbe director of tlie American National Institute in Paris to be appointed-B^^j^ 
by tbe Président of the United States on proposition of the Secretary of State ^ 
and chosen from a list of candidates presented by the board of trustées and tb( 
jury of tbe institute. 

(3) The director to be appointed for a period of six years. 

(4) Tbe director independent of bis administrary functions shall exercise con — 
trol over the studies and tlie obligatory work of the pi'ize students. He shallM^ ^-j^ 
bave a spécial register with ail détails in regard to th»3 programme as is set fOrth^i^ — 
la ter in article 27. 

(5) Tbe vice-director sliall perform ail the duties of the director during th< 
absence or inability to act of that officer. 

In case of the absence or inability to act of the director and vice-dlrector, 
secretary niay perform tlieir functions and préside on the montbly meetings oi 
tbe bonorary coancll of résidents. 

Vi. The secrotaries. 

Each branch of the institute will bave a secretary ; that of tbe young womei 
to be a lady and tliat of the young mon a gentleman. It will be tbeir duty and — 
charge to bave ail records of tbeir respective section and keep ail papers concern — 
Ing tbe educational matters, conduct the correspondence as tbe director will 
charge them, and subniit every act to his knowledge and signature. The secre- 
taries shall bave povver to call to tlieir assistance tbe curator in matters olC^ 
correspondence and other administrative duties. 

VII. The curator and lil)rarian. 

(1) In subordination to the board of trustées or the director, tbe curator sliall 
bave under its charge and super intendence tlie buildings and tbeir contents, and 
shall hâve luider bis control its offlcers and employées. 
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(2) He shall havc charge, subject to the director, of the recelpt, the removal. 
arrangement, and préservation of the pictures, statues, casts, musical instru- 
ments, furniture, and the library. 

(3) He, or some one désigna ted by him, shall be présent when the institute 
is open to the public on exhibition days and concerts, lectures, etc., and give 
Information to visitors and see that ail régulations are enforced. 

(4) He shall conduct ail correspondence relating to matters of art, music, and 
the library, and keep a record thereof, whlch at ail times shall be subject to ihe 
inspection of the director and board of trustées. 

VIII. The prize students of the American National Institute in the several 
branches will be provided with a free scholarship for a period of three years. 

IX. Every prize student is obliged to leave the United States at the latest the 
?Oth of November of each year, and has to notify the director in Paris of his 
departure and the steamer on which he takes passage ; otherwise he would lose 
his right as a laurate student and the appointment at the institute. 

X. Every prize student shall présent himself (or herself) immediately at the 
institute upon their arrivai in Paris, according to the certificate which will be 
then rendered after registry, and duly inscribed. After this registry the director 
reads to the prize student the rules and régulations which concern every student, 
and especially their individual branch of study, and gives them a printed copy. 

XI. Married students can not become candidates for the Paris prize, neither 
présent themselves for Uie compétition. A prize student marrying durlng the 
period of his (or her) scholarship would lose it 

Sec. 2. Concerning the allowance of the prize student for travel. 

XII. Every prize student who leaves the United States for Paris recelves 
a sum of $150 for traveJing expenses. 

XIII. The yearly allowance for each prize student at the American National 
Institute durlng his or her stay in Paris will be a total of $900, which sum is 
divided as foUows: (1) A yearly allowance of $900, 4,500 francs. This sum 
is paid to the prize student in the following order: Annual allowance 2,4(X) 
francs, at the rate of 200 francs for each month, which sunj each student will 
receive in cash to cover his gênerai expenses and for study. Five hundred 
francs are kept back each year for the reserve fund, as stated later, of which 
will be kept an account at the end of the three years' study in Paris. (2) For 
board, 150 francs per month ; per year, 1,800 francs ; total, 4,200 francs. Besides 
this, each student will receive at the end of the year an indemnity for expenses 
of sudies in proportion to the respective branch of study. For instance, paint- 
ers and sculptors, from 100 to 500 francs a year; architects, from 100 to 600 
francs a year; music, literature, science, or research, from 100 to 500 franchi 
a year. 

XIV. Durlng the travel of the prize student he or she will receive 300 fiancs 
l)er month allowance. 

XV. Architects or students for research or exploration will receive a spécial 
indemnity for travellng expenses not exceedlng $200. Each prize student will 
at the end of his term at the Institute In Paris receive $150 for his return to 
the United States. 

XVI. No prize student can undertake a voyage or absent himself from the 
institute without a permit or a spécial authorlzatlon from the director. 

XVII. The country and the purpose of such voyage must be strictly deflned 
in thèse authorlzatlons ; any transgression or déviation of the progranune would 
hâve as a conséquence the dlsmlsslng of the prize student from the Institute and 
entail eventually the loss of his scholarship. 

XVIII. Each prize student shall be obliged durlng the first year of his term to 
remain In Paris. The second year permission can be granted to travel, but only 
for a deterniined i)erl()d and speclfied programme with the authorlzatlon of the 
director, who will consult the board of trustées in America. 

XIX. Musiclans for composition, after havlng passed two years in Paris, may 
receive a supplementnry scholarship, whlch will enabîe them to go to Italy, 
Germany, and Austrla. 

XX. The prize student, when travellng, must each month send a full account 
of his or her work ; any transgression of the glven programme would resuit In a 
partial loss or the total of the reserve fund. 
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Chapter II. — Work of the prize atudent. 

XXI. (1) The prize student shall exécute each year the work, the nature of 
which individuality and class are determiued by spécial programmes revised and 
formulated for each year. 

XXII. The work to be accomplished by the prize students shall consist (1) 
in gênerai studies, in order to keep and develop their instruction and their 
talent; (2) in spécial studies, according to each individual branch of study, 
which will consist in their yearly obligatory work, as set forth by spécial 
programme. 

XXIII. General studies, — The study and practice (through spécial organiza- 
tion) of the French language. The library of the institute is open every day for 
the students of the institute and is exclusively reserved to them. The gallery 
of casts after the antique in sculpture and architecture is open for the students 
every day. Lectures on history and archaeology, etc., are delivered for the beue- 
fit of the prize students. 

XXIV. Spécial studies. — The studies, being the resuit of the given subject for 
the yearly obligatory work to be sent to Washington, will hâve to be strlctly 
fulfilled according to the given programme, which will be published every year. 

XXV. Studies of prize students who are in possession of a " private scholar- 
ship " at the institute for one or two years only are subject to spécial rules. 

XXVI. The prize students, painters, or sculptors niust submit their studies 
and sketches of their yearly work to the director ; subject and dimensions hâve 
to be strictly observed. 

XXVII. The prize student of architecture must notify the director of the 
monument which he intends to uiake the subject of his oj her study. 

XXVIII. The musician will communicate to the director the title of the work 
they propose to make the object of their study. 

XXIX. The acceptance of the différent subjects, their development and dimen- 
sions, will be noted in a si)ecial registry and they bave to be signed by the prize 
student concerning him or her. 

XXX. Every change in the programme must be communicated to the director 
and must be accordiugly inscribed in the aforesaid registry. 

XXXI. Each year, before the 15th of January, the director addresses a fuli 
report to the board of trustées, in which he will communicate the progress of the 
work of eacli prize student. It is désirable that the students give to the director 
every détail that concerns their individual branch of study in order to faeilitate 
this report. 

Chapter III. — Exposition of the obligatory work of the prize atudenta in Paria and in 
Washington — Report of the director of the American National Institute. 

XXXII. The work as by the given programme for each year shall be at the 
disposition of the director each year not later than the Ist of April. 

XXXIII. Every year, on the Ist of April and during fifteen days following, 
the work of the prize students shall be on exhibition to the public at the galleries 
of the American National Institute in Paris. Every student not having obeyed 
the aforesaid rules and régulations will lose the right to exhibit. 

XXXIV. Only such works are admitted to the exhibition as are prescribed in 
the given programme. 

XXXV. Immediately after the exhibition in Paris the works will be sent to 
Washington and the board of trustées will décide which shall be kept (after 
having been exhibited for fifteen days) for préservation, and disix>se of each 
work accordiugly; or send them to the spécial State from which cornes the 
holder of the scholarship. 

XXXVI. The resuit concerning the obligatory work of the prize students in 
art, literature, music, etc., will be published in a report by the trustées after 
having been submitted to the Président of the United States, and inserted in the 
oflScial record, and will be communicated to the director for further publication 
at the institute in Paris. 

Chapter IV. — The reserve fund — Mea^ures which can be put in force by nonexecution 

of the obligatory work of the prize students. 

XXXVII. The reserve fund will be reserved for a guaranty of the exact ful- 
fillment Oj. the given programme to each prize student. No one will bave the 
right to appropriate this fund before the expiration of his or her term of pen- 
sjon at the American National Institute and having accomplished ail obligation 

according to the regulatlouB. 
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XXXVIII. The director having recelved ail necessary Information, exceptions 
can be made in favor of the students when the stiidents could not otherwise 
finish their last year's study. One-half of said reserve fund shall be used by 
the students. The second part will be paid to them after their work has been 
accomplished and on exhibition in Washington. 

XXXIX. If a prize student has during two years neglected to satisfy his 
obligations, his reserve, or the part of his reserve fund, will be returned to the 
treasurer. 

XL. When it occurs that a prize student has not fulfilled his obligations 
during two years, the director will, in a report, notify the board of trustées, and 
it will be decided if he or she will hâve to lose the scholarship. 

Chapteb V. — Rulea and regulationa eatahîished for the American National Institute. 

XLI. During their sojoum at Paris the prize students shall live in the build- 
ings of the American National Institute and take their meals in comnion. 

XLII. As the time of the prize students while at the institute will be exclu- 
sively devoted to study or research, no spéculative work shall be indulged in by 
tbem. 

XLIII. The distribution of the rooms and studios will be made by the director. 
according to the spécial branch to which students belong. 

XLIV. It will not be allowed to take any object, as books or notes of music, 
etc., which belong to the institute, to rooms or outside the building, or to take 
away plaster casts, or pictures which are placed for gênerai usage in the gal- 
leries, without the consent of the director. 

XLV. Students are resiwnsible for the furniture of their room or their respec- 
tive studio, subject to an inventory at tlie expiration of their scholarship term. 

XLVI. Students will take their meals in common in the institute, to which 
they can not invite outsiders. 

XLVII. It is expressly interdicted that students keep anybody at the insti- 
tute over night under any pretext w hâte ver. 

XLVII I. To maintain perfect order and safety the doors of the buildings must 
be closed at midnight (For concerts, theaters, etc., spécial permit will be 
given by the director.) 

XLIX. As prize students are given the immédiate protection of our Govern- 
ment, it is hoped that their conduct will be irreproachable. 

L. Every prize student who commits an act against the laws of the country 
in which he or she receives hospitality can, by report of the director to the board 
of trustées, lose their scholarship and be obliged to return home. 
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FEIELIMINABT HOXTSE, 50 AVENUE D'IÈNA. 



LECTUEES, C0NCEET8, AND SEGEPTIONS OIYEN AND OEOANIZED ET THE 
AMEEICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE, PAEI8, 1899-1900. 

[From the New York Herald, Paris, Sunday, February 26, 1900.] 

PRIX DE PARIS FOR AMERICA — SUCCESS OP MISS SMEDLEY's EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH AN 
IN8TITUTE HERE — INAUGURATION ON APRIL 27 — AID QIVEN BY THE MUNICIPAL 
COUNCIL AND EMINENT FRENCH MEN OF LETTERS. 

To the Editor of the Herald: 

We hâve much pleasure in informing you that, after seven years of unceasing effort, 
Miss Smedley has attained the end she set ont to gain, namely, the establishment in 
Paris, for our American youth, of an institute corresponding to the French Prix de 
Rome. 

She left a week ago on the Normandie for New York, carrying with her the officiai 
évidence of what France has contributed toward this end. Not only has she received 
the promise of numberless gifts of art and literature, as has already been stated, but 
the municipal council of Paris has now conceded the ground upon which to erect 
the building, offering the choice of 14 sites, the plans of which Miss Smedley is to 
lay before the home committee and the officiais at Washington. 

She is also the bearer to Président McKinley of a resolution of sympathy and 
coopération signed by the following illustrious men of France, representing the Acad- 
emy, Institute, and the literary, artistic, and officiai worlds: Messrs. F. Brunetière, 
G. JBoissier, José Marfa de Heredia, Thureau Dangin, André Theuriet, Henry Hous- 
saye, Jules Lemaître, Duc de Broglie Gréard, Vicompte de Bomier, Gebhart, Comte 
d'Hansson ville, Mézières, Paul Bourget, Albert Vandal, Gaston Paris, Eugène Guil- 
laume, Ludovic Halévy, Lavisse, Paul Deschanel, Sully-Prudhomme, George Clairin, 
G. Hanotaux, Georges Picot, François Coppée, Edmond Rousse, Vicomte E. M. de 
Vogué, Albert SoreJ, Compte de Mun, Léon Bonnat, Carolus Duran, Bartholdi, Ben- 
jamin Constant, Corman, Ed. Corroyer, Gérôme, Jules Breton, Jules Claretie, Mar- 
quis Costa de Beauregard, William Bouguereau, L. Lépine, Aug. Rodin, Emile 
Clairin, Joy V. Chelminsky, I. de Selves, Lyon Caen, Rocquain, Ravaisonmollien, 
Adolphe Guillot, Luchaire, Anatole Leroy-Beaulieu, Aucoc, D. Puech, L. Puech, 
Georges Leygues, Henri Roujon, E. Saglio, Docteur Ch. Richet, Docteur Albert 
Robin, J. Bernardi, Léon Cléry, Félix Herbet, Duc de Pomar, Georges Ohnet, 
Julien Pierné, René I^normand, Emile Soldi-Colbert. 

A meeting was held at the présent house of the institute, 50 avenue d'Iéna, on 
Tuesday, the 6th instant, to lay before the honorary council of the institute in Paris 
a suramary review of the work accomplished and the expenses relating to it. Among 
those présent were Messrs. Félix Herbet, avocat à la cour d'appel, mayor of the sixth 
arrondissement (Beaux-Arts); Sully-Prudhomme, Soldi-Colbert, and Charles Richet. 
After the transaction of business and the reading of the report of the municipal 
council, the house was inspected and was pronounced to be in an idéal and appro- 
priate location, facing the place des Etats-Unis, and in its appointments a most 
excellent promise of the greater building. 

It has undergone thorough repair, and a large salon has been added to it capable 
of seating 200, where lectures, conférences, and concerts will be given gratis by the 
first masters for the éducation of the students. There is a garden attached contain- 
ing a^maller house, which has been transformed into studios and class rooms. 

The many gifts of pictures, statuary, and literary work promised over their signa- 
tures by the most distinguished and talented men of both France and Italy hâve not 
yet been called in, but the members présent were able to admire the library and the 
most valuable and unique collection of twenty-seven héliogravures, reproductions of 
the frescoes of Paolo Veronese at a villa of Treviso, given to Miss Smedley during 
her stay in Venice, last October, by Commendatore Barozzi, director of the Royal 
Muséums, as a token of his acknowledgment of the work. 

It was decided that, owing to the lateness of the season, the real school year begin 
on October 1, but that, in the meantime, students and teachers coming to Paris for 
the benefit of éducation could be admitted on and after April 1, when the inaugura- 
tion will take place, the house being already open to visitors from 10 a. m. to 1 p. m. 
daily. 
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Before the clœe of the meeting there was a vote of good wishes to Miss Smedley 
for a safe voyage and a speedv retum, with the signing of a déclaration by the mem- 
bars for the continnation of their good offices. A vote of thanks to the press was not 
forgotten. 

LaaÛy, Miss Smedlev expressed her grateful appréciation of ail that France and 
the members of the Frencn council and committee in particalar had done for the 
progresB of the institute, and the honor conferred upon the work by having among 
thèse members His Excel lency M. Jules Cambon, représentative of France to her 
coontry. What is America' s appréciation of their sapportand concession can best be 
sbown by the following quotation from Président McKinley's message on February 
5,1900: 

"The United 8tates Government building is approaching completion, and no effort 
will be spared to make it worthy, in beauty of architectural plan and in complète- 
nesB of aisplay, to represent our nation. It has been suggested that a permanent 
building of similar or appropriate design be erected on a convenient site, already 
jriven by the municipality, near the exposition grounds, to serve in commémoration 
of the part taken by this country in this great enterprise, as an American national 
Institute, for our countrymen resorting to raris for study.'* 

She also said how great was her regret that three of the warmest patrons of the 
work, Mme. Emilie de Morsier, Mrs. Walden-Pell, and the Duchess de Pomar, should 
not hâve lived to witness its anal success, but, as their valuable assistance was indis- 
pensable to Miss Smedley, so would their memory be kept always fresh within the 
walls of the institute. 

In carrying the évidence of the work to America, Miss Smedley leaves behind her 
a véritable host of illustrious supporters to cooperate in the best possible way for the 
completion of the final resuit — the greater building of the American National Insti- 
tute (Prix de Paris). 



INAUGURATION OF THB TBMPORARY PREMISBS OF THE AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTS, 

APRIL 27, 1900. 

Mf. Sully-Prudhomme, the poet lauréate of France, presided and delivered an 
address, in which he referred in his éloquent and classical language to Miss Smedley, 
the founder of the institute. 

At the end of this opening speech he said: "The colony of artistsof which you 
are directress will find m France the most cordial of welcomes. 

"Our compatriots, confrères of your own, feel that they will reap advantage from 
being associated in a permanent way with this sélect circle of artists from the United 
States/' 

He also congratulated Miss Smedley on her successful visit to Washington, where 
she has received such high considération from the Président, and maxes himself 
interpréter of equal sentiments of sympathy of the Chief Magistrate of his own 
country. 

Further, he expresses récognition in the name of the pensionnaires (prize students) 
of the institute, their unalterable gratitude toward Miss Smedley as the founder and 
director-general, and toward Mr. von Daur, the secretary-general, whose dévotion 
and zeal is so efficaciously seeonding her efforts, and also to her other coworkers, 
and concluded by hoping that France, who had aided the United States in gainin^ 
their independence, would in the sphère of art crown the intellectual and moral 
efforts of that aid by her example and traditions. 

The distinguished composer, M. Massenet, took active part in making the musical 
portion of the evening's programme a success, accompanymg the artists on the piano. 

The United States ambassador, (len. Horace Porter, Mr. Henry Vignaud, first sec- 
retary of the United States embassy; niany prominent members of the Academy 
de France and the Institute; a sélect number of the American colony, and many 
stadents were présent. 



[Extract from Le Petit Journal, samedi, 28 avril 1900.] 

On inaugurait, hier soir, le nouvel Institut national américain de Paris. Ce- 
pendant, de nos écoles de Rome et d'Athènes, où les jeunes gens et jeunes tilles de 
l'Union viennent, après concours, se perfectionner dans les arts, les lettres ou les 
sciences, avait, en effet, tenu à affirmer son existence ù la société parisienne en la 
conviant, ainsi que la colonie américaine, à une fort intéressante soine artistique. 
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Très vives sont les sympathies qae le jeune institut, œuvre de la dévouée Miss 
Smedley, a déjà su grouper autour de lui; aussi, en réponse aux invitations lancées 
par le distingué secrétaire général, M. von Daur, une foule nombreuse se pressait 
jusque dans le vestibule du petit hôtel provisoir de l'avenue d'Iéna. 

Non seulement avec le Général Porter, ambassadeur des Etats-Unis en France, 
les Américains et Américaines de Paris, se trouvaint présents, mais encore de très 
notoires Français, à commencer par MM. Sully-Prudhomme et Massenet, deux amis 
de la première heure. 

Le poète Sully-Prudhomme s'est même fait l'éloquent interprète des sentiments 
unanimes de notre pays, en souhaitant une chaleureuse bienvenue au jeune institut, 
nouveau gage de l'amitié intellectuelle et morale qui doit unir deux grandes nations. 

Quant à M. Massenet, il a été tout simplement le héros de la soirée, dont la partie 
artistique était presque tout entière consacrée aux œuvres de l'illustre compositeur. 
Le maître remercia, du reste, ses hôtes de cette attention en se chargeant lui-même 
de la partie d'accompagnement. 

Une fois terminé ce concert, où furent notamment applaudis Mlles. Relda, Esther 
Fée, et Courtenay, M. Clarence et un débutant de grana avenir, M. Frank Pollock, 
on se sépara en buvant de grand cœur à l'institut et à ses organisateurs; on n'oublia 
pas non plus ses maîtres de demain, l'élite de nos artistes et de nos lettrés, qui veulent 
coopérer au succès d'une fondation si profitable pour l'Union et si délicatement flat- 
teuse pour Paris. 



[American National Instltute. Prix de Paris, autorisé par l'Etat de New York, 9 décembre 1896.] 

Le comité de l'Institut national américain prie M. d'assister à la soirée 

d'inauguration de l'institut, qui aura lieu le 27 avril 1900, en son hôt^l provisoire, 50, 
avenue d'Iéna, sous la présidence de Monsieur Sully-Prudhomme, qui prononcera un 
discours. Monsieur Massenet veut bien nous honorer de sa présence et accompagner 
quelques-unes de ses compositions. A 9 heures précises. R. S. V. P. 
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avenue d'Iéna, en son hôtel provsioire, Place des Etats Unis.] 

PROGRAMME DE LA SOIRÉE d' INAUGURATION, AVRIL 27 1900. — DISCOURS DE MONSIBUB 

SULLY-PRUDHOMME. 

Mlle. Esther Fée: Violon, ** Danse hongroise-' ( J. Brahms). Mlle. Belda, de l'Opéra 
Comique, et M. Frank Pollock: Duo, Madrigal, "Roméo et Juliette" TGounod). 
M. Clarence, de l'Opéra Comique: Air "d'Iphigénie en Aulide" (Gluck). Mlle 
Relda, de l'Opéra Comique: "Pourq^uoi rester seulette?" (St. Saens). M.Frank Pol- 




Holman Black: (A) **Mainacht (J. Brahms); (B) "The Violet " (Mildenbei^). 
Mlle. Relda, de l'Opéra Comique, accompagnée par l'auteur: Fabliau de "Manon" 
(Massenet). M. Frank Pollock, accompagnée par l'auteur: Air de "Werther" 
(Massenet) . Mlle. Courtenay et M. Clarence, de l'Opéra Comique, accompagnés par 
l'auteur: Duo de "Thaïs" (Massenet). 
Au piano. Monsieur Massenet et Madame Gayrard-Pacini. 



INAUGURAL DISCOURS DE MONSIErR SULLY-PRUDHOMME. 

Monsieur l'Ambassadeur, Mesdames, Messieurs: Miss Matilda Smedley, fonda- 
trice et directrice de l'Institut national américain, m'a fait l'honneur de m'invitera 
présider la séance d'inauguration de cette belle école dont le domicile provisoire, par 
le confor et le bon goût, promet une installation définitive sans rivale. Je sens pro- 
fondément cet honneur, mais j'en suis à la fois intimidé et confus. D'une part, en 
effet, cette réunion n'est pas seulement familiale, elle m'impose par le caractère 
solennel que lui confère la présence de monsieur ramV)assadeur des Etats-Unis 
d'Amérique, si brillamment accompagné; d'autre part, ma qualité littéraire est-elle 
pour moi un titre suffisant î\ prendre ici la parole? Sans doute la poésie est à quelque 
d^ré joarente de la musique, mais l'usage la distingue et l'exclut du groupe appelé 
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les beaux-arts. Il me semble donc que j'usurpe la fonction qui m* a été confiée. 
£lle revenait de droit à quelqu'un de plus autorisé que moi, à mon illustre confrère 
Massenèt, par exemple, qui, plus prudent, sans sortir de son art, s'est assuré bien mieux, 
ce soir, le moyen de vous charmer, de vous édifier aussi, car il s'est adjoint de préfé- 
rence des artistes américains, tous formés à Paris, afin que leur talent vous permit de 
présager les fruits à venir de cet institut naissant. 

Quel motif a donc pu déterminer en ma faveur le choix téméraire de Miss Smedley ? 
D'où me vient ce privilège? 

Peut-être a-t-elle pensé que, dans l'âme de tout artiste, quel que soit son instrument 
d'expression, équerre, ébauchoir, pinceau ou archet, tressaille une âme de poète, et 
a-t-eile voulu le rappeler aux pensionnaires de l'Institut américain en m'associant à 
cette fête inaugurale. S'il en est ainsi je la remercie de tout cœur d'avoir sanctionné 
par là le rapport de confraternité qui m'unit le plus intimement à eux. Ah ! certes, 
ils sont tous poètes par le plus noble objet de l'art, qui est d'aider l'espérance à 
dépasser l'horizon terrestre. L'échelle des jouissances que procure l'art commence 
à un plaisir tout sensuel de l'œil ou de l'oreille, à une caresse, pour s'élever, grâce 
aux liens mystérieux des sensations avec les sentiments, par le passage purifiant de 
l'agréable au beau, jusqu'au délice de la contemplation, jusqu'à l'ivresse de l'essor. 

La poésie ne ce cpntente pas d'attirer tous les arts dans son orbite, de les faire tous 
participer de sa nature et de son idéal; son rôle, tel du moins qu'il m'apparaît, est 
plus ambitieux encore; harmonieuse par essence, el prépare et solicite à l'harmonie 
toutes les relations humaines. Miss Smedley l'aurait-eile aussi deviné? Sa fonda- 
tion favorise mon rêve très cher de voir les grands peuples, dépositaires et représen- 
tants de la civilisation, spécialement les Etats-Unis d'Amérique et la France, commu- 
niquer le plus possible entre eux, non pas seulement par l'échange de leurs inventions 
et de leurs richesses industrielles, mais surtout par le plus haut commerce des intelli- 
gences et des cœurs. 

Ce commerce spirituel réalise, à mon avis, le progrès capital des sociétés humaines. 
Progrès, hélas! trop lent, car l'unanimité des peuples est loin d'être accomplie, et la 
paix n'est encore entre eux qu'un équilibre instable de leurs forces respectives. 
Aujourd'hui, néanmoins, malgré la diversité irréductible de leurs tempéraments et de 
leurs intérêts matériels, commence à s'établir, sur les questions supérieures, sur les 
principes de la vie monde, un indéniable accord entre les esprits qui forment l'élite 
des principales nations; la conférence de la Haye en témoigne. C'est dai s cette élite 
généreuse, en compagnie d'écrivains, de savants, de philosophes, que se recrutent les 
artistes, et c'est elle qu'il importe d'accroître sans relâche, car seule elle conserve inté- 
gralement et propage les caractères supérieurs qui distinguent notre espèce de toutes 
les autres et en constituent la primauté. Ces charactères, vous le savez, sont le 
respect de la justice, la recherche de la vérité pour elle-même et, enfin, le sentiment 
du beau, le goût la faculté d'admirer. Or, cette dernière aptitude est éminemment 
sociale ; rien, en effet, ne contribue davantage à rapprocher, à mêler les âmes, que 
l'admiration partagée. Il est aisé d'en apercevoir la cause. En présence des actions 
et des formes qualifiées belles, devant un sacrifice héroïque ou devant le Parthénon, 
ài'aspect de la Vénus.de Milo ou à l'audition d'une symphonie de Beethoven, nous 
nous sentons transportés d'une extase délicieuse et grave à la fois. Nous pressen- 
tons alors une félicité suprême innomable, révélée, dans la belle action, par le tri- 
omphe surnaturel du voulour bienfaisant sur l'instinct égoïste, et, dans la belle œuvre 
d'art, par la réconciliation des sens avec le sens moral, avec le principe divin de là 
dignité, qui leur emprunte ses moyens d'expression. En un mot, nous aspirons. Or, 
pendant qu'ils aspirent ensemble, les hommes ou bien confondent plus intimement 
leurs mutuelles affections, ou bien, s'ils sont ennemis, posent les armes; ils renon- 
cent à la haine pour répondre à un appel commun de leur destinée mystérieuse. Ils 
y répondent pardes larmes pures qui lavent, pour un moment, les offenses. Il semble 
même que la communion morale engendrée par le culte du beau efface entre ses ado- 
rateurs toutes les différences ethniques et individuelles pour ne laisser subsister en 
eux que la divination d'une même cité céleste refusée sur la terre à l'espèce humaine, 
mais entr* ouverte, un instant, pour eux. 

De ce point de vue les beaux-arts apparaissent comme des agents de civilisation 
quasi-religieux, et les artistes comme les ministres sacrés de la fraternité universelle, 
ministres inamovibles, dont l'action pacifiante a, depuis Orphée, Ictinus, Apelle et 
Phidias, devance de l'Evangile et des sciences morales et politiques sur les relations 
civiles ou internationales. Aussi toute enterprise qui a pour objet d'unir les peuples 
dans l'étude et la création du beau sous toutes ses formes, si modestes qu'en puissent 
être les débuts, est sainte à mes yeux comme la poignée de grains dans la main du 
semeur. 

Mais l'Institut national américain n'a même pas eu à débuter humblement; il a 
commencé sur de très larges bases, at j'ai appris avec beaucoup de plaisir g^u' elles ont 
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été récemment élames encore. Il a été décidé, pour satisfaire à de légitimée instanoee, 
que les jeunes américains y seront comme les jeunes filles, appela à partager tous 
les avantages intellectuels, toutes les ressources d'instruction qui s'y trouvent ample- 
ment réunies sans demeurer, bien entendu, sous le même toit que leurs compagnes 
d'école. Par cette annexion complémentaire l'esprit et le règlement de l'Institut 
national américain sont rendus aussi lil;)éraux que possible. 

Ia colonie d'artistes, dont vous êtes, Miss Smedley, la directrice, trouvera, soyez- 
en bien assurée, chez ses hôtes français l'accueil le plus cordial. Nos compatriotes, 
confrères des vôtres, sentent ce qu'ils auront à gagner eux-mêmes à un contact fami- 
lier et permanent avec cette députation choisie du jeune génie artistique des Etats- 
Unis. 

Pardonnez-moi de n'ajouter aucune vue d'ordre pratique aux réflexions précé- 
dentes: je suis un rêveur. £n vous témoignant la sympathie admirative que nous 
inspire votre œuvre par sa portée esthétique et par sa noble contribution à la mutuelle 
amitié de deux grandes nations, je serais bien embarra&sé d'unir le conseil à l'éloge; 
je m'en tiens à mon impression, et cette allocution est déjà trop longue. 

J'y ajoute peu de mots pour la clore. Je vous félicite vivement des témoignages 
de sollicitude que vous avez recueillis dernièrement pour cette œuvre du chef de 
l'Etat dans votre patrie. J'ose me porter garant de dispositions aussi bienveillantes 
chez le premier magistrat de la nôtre. Je me fais, en outre, l'interprète de l'inalté- 
rable reconnaissance des pensionnaires de cet institut envers vous, envers M. von 
Daur et tous vos autres collaborateurs dont le dévoûment, zélé comme le sien, vous 
seconde si efficacement. Qu'il me soit permis enfin d'exprimer l'affectueuse fierté 
que j'éprouve à penser que la France, après avoir contribué à l'indépendante forma- 
tion des Etats- IJnis d'Amérique, va, dans la sphère de l'art, prêter à leur couronne- 
ment intellectuel et moral le concours de son exemple et de ses traditions. 

Sully-Pbudhomme. 
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[American National Institute. Prix de Paris, autorisé par l'Etat de New York, 9 décembre 1896 ] 

Madame James Jackson, fondatrice de la bibliothèque de l'Institut national améri- 
cain, prie M d'assister à la matinée qui aura lieu le 21 juillet 1900, à l'hôtel de 

l'institut, 50, avenue d'iéna. De 4 à 7 heures. R. S. V. P. 

a L'inauguration à Paris de l'Institut national américain ne fera que resserrer les 
liens intimes entre les deux Républiques sœurs. £n tendant vers le rapprochement 
dé l'âme française et de l'âme américaine par l'art et la pensée, le Prix de Paris aura 
secondé la fraternité des deux peuples d'une façon plus efficace que ne saurait le faire 
le traité diplomatique le plus ingénieux. Notre illustre collaborateur et ami, M. 
SuUy-Prudhomme, en qualité de président d'honneur de l'œuvre, a su formuler avec 
cet accent pénétrant et intense de l'amour de l'humanité, qui caractérise son œuvre 
poétique et philosophique, le but, la signification et les tendances de l'académie 
américaine. Nous nous ^rderons bien d'affaiblir, en le commentant, cet exposé 
magistral et lumineux qui a si vivement impressionné tous les participants de la fête 
d'inauguration où on pouvait voir groupés autour de l'ambassadeur des Etats-Unis, 
M. Horace Porter, les représentants les plus brillants des lettres et des arts en 
France. Nous nous en garderons d'autant plus que l'orateur, de même que les 
directeurs de l'institut, ont bien voulu réserver à La Revue le texte de ce discours- 
programme, dont seulement un passage a pénétré jusqu'à présent dans la presse fran- 
çaise et étrangère. 

Nous profiterons de cette occasion pour rappeler que l'institut a été fondé grâce à 
l'initiative et à l'énergie de M"^ Smedley, qui n'a cessé depuis 1893 de travailler à la 
réalisation de cette idée. Après une série de voyages de New- York à Paris, elle est 
parvenue à l' imposer à la ville de Paris et à sa patne dans leur intérêt commun. Aidée 
ensuite par le concours de W^ Walden Pell, M*"* E. de Morsier et plusieurs l^isla- 
teurs américains, M"« Smedley a réussi à faire incorporer son projet dans les lois de 
l'Etat de New- York (le 9 décembre 1895). La protection accordée, dès le débuta 
l'œuvre de M"® Smedley par le gouvernement français, la bonne grâce avec laquelle 
M. le préfet de la Seine a bien voulu mettre à sa disposition plusieurs terrains à son 
choix, la sympathie des grands maîtres de l'art et de la pensée en France et enfin le 
concours effectif et inappréciable de M. Henri de Daur, le secrétaire général do 
nouvel institut, ont permis de donner à cette Académie, dès sa fondation, une base 
solide et de lui assurer un avenir qui s'annonce durable et prospère. (Note de la 
nédactjon J 
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[American National Institute. Prix de Paris, autorisé par l'Etat de New York, 9 décembre 1995. 

50, avenue d'Iéna.] 

PROGRAMME DE LA MATINÉE MUSICALE DU 21 JUILLET 1900.^ 

Première partie. — M. Paul Wiallard: ** Hérodiade," Vision fugitive (Massenet). 
a, Air du "Tasse" (Godard); 6, "Hymne au soleil" (A. George). M. Clifford A. 
Wûey, élève de M. Paul Wiallard: "Sinœfirst I met thee" (Rnbinstein). Mlle. 
MiinieTracey: a, ** La jeune religieuse" (Schubert); 6, " Elle est à toi (Schumann). 
M. Clifford A. Wiley: a, ** Persian love song" (de Koven); 6, "Thy beaming eyes" 
(MacDowell). M. Paul Wiallard, M. Clifford A. Wiley: "Le crucifix" (Faure). 
Accompagnateur: M. X. 

Deaxihne partie. — Mlle. Jeanne Bathori: a, "Fleur du matin" (Chaminade); 
6, "L'anneau d'argent" (Chaminade); c, "Ronde d'amour" (Chaminade). M. 
Paul Wiallard: a, "Rêve d'un soir" (Chaminade); 6, "Berceuse" (Chaminade); 
c, "Immortalité" (Chaminade). Mme. Ronchini: a, " Villanelle " (Chaminade); 
6, " Viens, mon bien-aimé" (Chaminade); c. L'été " (Chaminade). Au piano: Mlle. 
Cécile Chaminade. 



AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE AT PARIS, FRANCE. 

[Prom the New York Herald.] 

MATINÉE AND GARDEN PARTY ON JULY 21, 1900. 

On Satnrday, July 21, 1900, at the preliminarv house of the American National 
Institute, 50 avenue d'Iéna, the committee of this institute gave a grand matinée 
nausicale and garden party. 

Miss Matiloa Smedley, the founder and director-general, Mr. von Daur, the 
secretary-general, and Mrs. von Daur, and Mrs. James Jackson, founder of the 
library, were receiving the guests. 

The lecture hall and réception rooms had been decorated with a profusion of palms 
and choice fiowers, in which the French and American fiags were interminglea. 

In the well-shaded véranda goin^ into the large garden the buffet was arranged, 
laden with dainties, and the ladies m most charming toilettes were to be seen taking 
their tea at little tables regardless of the high température reigning in Paris. 

The musical programme had been arran^d by Mr. Paul Wiallard, a distinguished 
French artist and a warm friend of the work. M. Wiallard, who is gifted with a 
most agreeable ténor voice, sang airs from Massenet's " Hérodiade" in a very 
remarkable manner. 

Miss Minnie Tracey, the American soprano, gave the " Hymn to the Sun," by A. 
Greorge, and other songs; and Mr. A. Clifford Wiley, aiso a most promising American 
artist, pupil of Mr. Wiallard's, bore évidence to his teacher's excellent method. He 
sang in a most sympathetic voice De Koven' s " Love song" and other compositions. 
6ut it was a rare privilège indeed to the guests of hearing Madame Chaminade 
aocompany a séries of her own charming compositions, interpreted by Mademoiselle 
Bathori and Madame Ronchini, both accomplished artists. 

The well-known pianist, Mr. Rudolf Panzer, played two of Liszt's compositions 
in masterly style. 

The arrivai of his grâce Archbishop Ireland was greeted with applause, and being 
asked to speak, he kindly consented to do so, first in Ënglish and then in excellent 
French. 

The Archbishop of St. Paul's commenced by saying that the Americans were 
ondonbtedly an eminently practical and go-aheàd people in ail branches of industry 
and commerce, but that in regard to the " beautiful," they were obliged to cross thJe 
océan and come to France in order to perfect themselves in the fine arts, and find 
the true " Mecca" for their intellectual aspirations and pursuits. 

France has at différent times already offered sympathy and encouragement to the 
committee of the American National Institute. 

When the United States will hâve replied to the courteous and noble generosity 
of the town council of the city of Paris, after due délibération on the part of Con- 
gress at Washington, we shall bave the great satisfaction of erecting a permanent 
édifice for the Paris prize, and it will then become the highest ambition of our 
stadents to compete for this prize. 
- 

<s Donnée par Madame James Jackson, fondatrice de la bibliothèque de l'Iu&tv<»^ 
national américain, donatrice d'une bourse (scholarahipV 
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This academy with its promising programme will then give us at no distant period 
a national réputation. 

The eminent prelate then urged the Americans présent to make it their duty to 
recommend this great work on tneir return home and to make their fellow country- 
men understand that this institute will be not onlv an individual blessing, but a]so 
an absolute necessity for the American people, wliereby their manners wiU gain 
refinement and their principles the highest élévation. 

His grâce ended by saying that he was glad to hâve noted a most promising basis 
of progress in the prelimmary house so happily situated Place des États-Unis. 

This progress was due to the indefatigabJe efforts of Miss Matilda Smedley, the 
founder of the work, whose acquaintance he had made five years ago in America*at 
the outset of the enterprise; he also complimented Mr. von Daur, the secretary- 
general who had united his zeal and effort to hers in helping her in the organization 
of this gigantic work. 

The archbishop also expressed his great satisfaction in recognizing the interest of 
Mrs. James Jackson in the work in having subscribed a scholarship and promised the 
foundation of the library of the institute. 

Her noble initiative is most praiseworthy and should stimulate others to contrib- 
ute according to their means toward completion and maintenance of the American 
National Institute. 

Foliowing are the names of some of the persons who assisted at this matinée, 
besides the students: 



M. United States consul-general. 

M. Ed. Bruwaert, consul-general of France 
to the United States. 

Sully-Prudhomme, membre de l'Institut. 

A. H. de Villefasse, membre de l'Institut. 

Philippe F. Lott, membre de l'Institut. 

H. Daumet, membre de l'Institut. 

Charles Richet, professeur à la Faculté de 
médecine. 

Gaston Darbois, secrétaire permanent de 
l'Académie des sciences. 

Albert Carré, directeur du théâtre na- 
tional de r Opéra-Comique. 

Frédéric Passy. 

Dr. James Taylor, président Vassar Col- 
lège. 

Dean Crâne, président Cornell Collège. 

M. Louis Herbette, conseiller d'Etat. 

W. H. Warden. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Eddy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Humphry Moore. 

Mr. L. Breitner. 



Mr. Emory A. Clark. 
Mr. and Mrs. Clergue. 
Miss Clergue. 

Mme. A. Lecomte du Mauy. 
M. et Mme. J. Rodin. 
Duc de Pamar. 

Mrs. Randolph and daughters. 
Madam von Pelt. 
Madam Temple. 
Madam Thomas. 
Madam Hussey. 
Madam May Wright Sewell. 
Major Truman. 
Marchioness of Wentworth. 
Count d'Oldhémar. 

Senator and Mrs. Dandurand, of Mon- 
tréal. 
Mr. and Mrs. de Young, of San Francisco. 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Barry. 
Mrs. Barrett. 
Mrs. Lenard. 
Mrs. Bâtes. 



[American National Institute. Prix de Paris, autorisé (incorporated), 50, avenue d'Iéna.] 
PROGRAMME DU CONCERT DONNÉ LE VENDREDI, 26 OCTOBRE 1900, À 9 HEURES DU SOIB. 

En souvenir du 2 octobre, jour anniversaire de la naissance de feu Mme. Walden- 
Pell, présidente honoraire de l'Institut natianal américain, avec le généreux con- 
cours de M. Mounet-Sully, de la Comédie-Française; M. Renaud, de l'Opéra; 
Du Quatuor Boellmann, des Concerts-Colonne; Mme. Monteux-Barrière, M. Forest, 
M. Monteux, M. Kifer, Mme. Bataille et' Mlle. Courtenay, de l' Opéra-Comique; Mlle. 
Cécile Talma. 

Première partie,— Mme. Monteux-Barrière, M. Forest, M. Monteux, M. Kéfer, des 
Concerts-Colonne: Quatuor (Boellmann), I, Allegro un poco moderato; II, Scherzo; 
III, Andante; IV, Finale. Mlle. Cécile Talma: Air des clochettes de Lakmé(Delibes). 
Mme. Monteux-Barrière: Piano. M. Armand Forest, violin solo, de 1* Opéra-Comique: 
Andante (Mendelssohn). Mme. Bataille: Habanerade "Carmen" (Bizet). 

Deuxième partie. — Lecture du message de M. McKinley, président des Etats-Unis, 
concernant rétablissement à Paris de T Institut national américain. M. Mounet- 
Sully, de la Comédie-Française: Poésie. Mlle. Courtenay, de l'Opéra-Comique: Air 
de la flûte enchantée (Mozart). M. Armand Forest, violin solo, de TOpéra-Cfomique: 
'a) Romance (H. Wieniawski); (b) Airs bohémiens (Sarasate). Mme. Bataille: 
^a]se du "Pardon de Ploërmel" (M.yerbeer). M. Renaud, de T Opéra: Chant. 
Aa piano, Mme. Gayrard-Pacini. 
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[Extract f rom the New York Herald, October 30, 1900.] 
CONCERT GIVEN ON FRIDAY LAST IN MEMORY OF MRS. WALDEN-PELL. 

The concert given by the American National Institute on Friday evening in 
memory of the late Mrs. Walden-Pell, who was its honorary président, was quite a 
saccess. 

The institute was highly favored by the présence of M. Mounet-Sully, who was 
greatly applaaded for his marvelous diction, while the other well-known artists, who 
appeared Dv the courtesy 61 the directors of the Opéra and the Opéra-Comique, 
M. Gailhara and M. Albert Carré, and the Concerts-Colonne, were ail appreciated. 

The proceedings opened with a quartette exquisitely executed by Mme. Monteux- 
Barrière, MM. Forest, Monteux, and Kéfer. Then Mlle. Cécile Talma charmed the 
audience with the **Air des clochettes," from **Lakmé," being accompanied on the 
piano by Mme. Monteux-Barrière. A violin solo, one of Mendelssohn's andantes, 
Dy M. Armand Forest, of the Opéra-Comique, followed, and with contributions by 
Mme. Bataille and M. Louis Crépaux, the first part of the programme was brought 
to a conclusion. The second part of the evening's entertainment began by M. Mounet- 
Sully, of the Comédie- Française, reciting in his inimitable style "Lia ballade du 
désespéré" and ** Une soirée perdue." Mlle. Courtenay, of the Opéra-Comique, was 
much applauded for her renctering of an air from **La flûte enchantée," as was also 
M. Forest, who plaved a romance by H. Wieniaski and "Airs bohémiens," by Sara- 
sate. Mme. Bataille gave the waltz from "Le pardon de Ploërmel," and a song bv 
M. Renaud, of the Opéra, brought the concert to a conclusion. Mme. Gayrard- 
Pacini presided at the piano. 

The friends of the institute will be pleased to leam that the institute has recently 
received the following donations: From Messrs. Erard & Co., a grand piano; Messrs. 
Mason & Hamlin, of Boston, a Liszt organ; Mrs. Goodrich-Ormsby, $200; also sev- 
eral objects of value from the Californian Commission. 



THANKSGIVING DINNER AT THE AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE. 



Paris, November ^9, 1901. 



ContribiUors. 



Mrs. Edwin T. Pumam. 

Miss M. L. Graves. 

P. Gaycarf Pacini. 

Mr. and Mrs. F. Andrews. 

H. Chailley. 

Maral Chailley. 

M. Stewart Rothwell. 

Vetha McMillan. 

Fane A. J. Macfarlane. 

Howard McCormick. 

Ennis P. Skidmore. 

Chas. W. Furlong. 

Mr. J. Tbornton Wood. 

W. F. Pope. 

Mrs. Humes, 15 rue Auguste Vacqunie. 



Miss Levey Humes. 

Miss Margaret Humes. 

Mrs. A. P. Gregory. 

Miss Elsie Gregory. 

Miss M. BernardineThyson, Washington, 

D. C. 
Thos. F. H. Badjor, Montréal, Canada. 
Jean Lesguier. 
Edmond J. P. Buron. 
S. A. Bolton. 
A. Juliet Howson. 
Geneviève Booth. 
Teresa Tosti Pauger. 
Madame Mathilde Vet. 
Blanche Ogarita Vet. 



AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE AT PARIS, FRANCE. 



[American National Institute, Prix de Paris, autorisé par l'Etat de New York, 9 décembre 1895.] 



M 



est prié de bien vouloir assister à la réception, donnée en l'honneur du 

corps des gardes des Etats-Unis pour l'Exposition universelle 1900, par l'Institut 
national américain, en son hôtel, 50, avenue d'Iéna (place des Etats-Unis), le lundi, 
10 septembre 1900, à 9 heures du soir. .Musique. 
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[American National Institute. Prix de Paris, 60, avenue d'Iéna (place des Etats-Unis).] 

RÉCBPTION, 10 SEPTEMBRE 1900. <> 

Programme. — M. Rodolphe Panzer: a, **Lai^o" (Chopin); 6, *'Jour de la Noce'' 
(Grieg). M. Marcel Chailley, du Conservatoire, premier violon solo des concerts 
Colonne: '* Czarda" ( Jeno Hubay ). Mme. Thérésa Tosti: a, ** Lehne, deine Wange** 
(Jensen); 6, Berceuse (Brahms); c, Habanéra de Topera ** Carmen" (Bizet). 
M. Rodolphe Panzer: Rhapsodie (Liszt). M. Marcel Chaillejr: Romance (Svend- 
sen). Mme. Thérésa Tosti: a, Intermezzo de Topera "Gavalleria Rusticana'* (Mas- 
cagni); 6, Variations (Proch). Miss Dana, of Australia, sang by request '*Home, 
Sweet Home.'* 



AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE AT PARIS, FRANCE. 
RECEPTION IN HONOR OF THE AMERICAN GUARDS OF THE EXPOSITION, 1900. 

At the American National Institute, September 10, 1900 (Prix de Paris). 
[From the New York Herald (Paris édition), September 10, 1900.] 

The American National Institute was last evening the scène of an interesting event 
in honor of the United States Guards in connection with the exposition. Thèse gen- 
tlemen appeared in full uniform and seemed thoroughly to enjoy the following excel- 
lent musical programme: Mr. Rodolphe Panzer, piano; Mr. Marcel Chailley, violin; 
Mme. Thérésa Tosti, soprano; Miss Dana, of Australia, soprano (^ee programme 
attached). A short synopsis of the work of the American National Institute was 
given, which the guards understood and appreciated, as they are ail young men from 
the différent collèges in the United States. 

They congratulated the coming génération in having provided for them an institu- 
tion, whiçh if carried out upon ttie pnnciples laid down will shorten their term of 
studv and place them on a par with their brothers in art, letters, and science of the 
Old Worid. 

The buffet was served by young ladies, and after some interestmg gênerai conversa- 
tion the guests took leave of their hosts, feeling that though far from their native 
land they had for a couple of hours enjoyed the sensation of being again on AineFi- 
can ground, for the atmosphère of the institute is eminently calcuËited to give a 
feeling of home to ail those who step within its doors. 



Capt. P. L. Bowen. 
Ashelman, Paul. 
Aldrich, Sherman.- 
Brussard, F. S. 
Block, Fred. 
Biers, T, Y. 
Babcock, Earl. 
Burn, C. H. 
Ballis, Eugène. 
Crawford, T. S. 
Crummer, E. P. 
Clark, H. E. 
Davison, Herbert. 
Drury, W. H. 
Delattre, E. 
Davis, A. D. 
Flenner, Nerle D. A. 
Franklin, H. 0. 
Groesbeck, Fred. L. 
Gréer, E. K. 



LlST OF OUARDS. 

Glenn, E. R. 
Glenn, R. A. 
Gorham, L. H. 
Hopkins, Ailan. 
Hartigan, A. F. 
Harper, S. N. 
Jeffris, T. M. 
King, Albert. 
Krause, Hugo. 
Kerans, Frank. 
Limangi, Félix. 
Lyman, I. Q. 
Lambert, T. O. 0. 
Lillard, W. H. 
McLean, Lester. 
Hyers, T. A. H. 
Moran, Thos. H. 
MuUer, Joe. 
Marcutte, A. F. 
Manatte, Will. 



McKee, W. M. 
Marcel, Henry. 
Nicol, Will. 
Nadeau, M. A. 
Pitkin, W. R. 
Rouillard, A. D. 
Rickel, Harry. 
Sutton, Mark. 
C. Smith, C. B. 
Sancy, Pierre E. F. 
Stovêr, Harry. 
Stauffer, E. S. 
Skinner, T. C. 
Sparks. 

Rosière, Joseph. 
Chackwell, Paul. 
Carnowsky, Jacques. 
Waechter, Fred. 
Smith, C. 
Welsh, G. P. 



o In honor of the American guards of the exposition at Paris, 1900. 
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[American National Institute. Prix de Paris (autorisé — incorporated). 50, avenue d'Iéna (place des 
Etats-Unis), Paris. Henri von Daur, secrétaire général. Matilda Smedley, directrice-fondatrice 
générale.] 

Vous êtes prié de bien vouloir assister à une réunion qui aura lieu le vendredi 19 
octobre 1900, à 5 heures, à l'hôtel provisoire de T institut, 50, avenue d'Iéna, pour 
entendre la lecture du dernier message de M. McKinley, Président des Etats-Unis, 
concernant rétablissement à Paris de r Institut national américain. 



THANKSGIVINQ CELEBRATION OP THE AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE. 

[From the New York Herald.] 

Thursday, Novembér 29 , 1900. 

The Thanksgiving day was celebrated at the American National Institute, 50 
avenue d'Iéna. About 40 students hâve been invited by the patrons of the institute. 

The dinner was followed by an informai concert and Thanksgiving addresses. 

The evening closed with a vote of thanks to Miss Smedley, the founder of the 
institute, and to Mrs. Jackson, the founder of the library, and Mr. von Daur, the 
secretary-general, the resolution adding that their mothers would be glad to leam 
they haa enjoyed on French soil a real American Thanksgiving dinner. 



AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE AT PARIS, FRANCE. 

LECTURE BY PROFESSOR MAURICE ALBERT ON THE COMÉDIE FRANÇAISE. 

[From the New York Herald, May 3, 1901.] 

There was a great number of American students and invited guests at the Ameri- 
can National Institute, May 3, to listen to a brilliant lecture of Prof. Maurice 
Albert, on the Comédie Française. Among those présent were his excellency Gen. 
Horace Porter, ambassadorof the United States; Countesse la Molière and daùghter; 
Mr. Félix Herbert, maire of the sixth arrondissement; Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Dubois; 
Marquis and Marquise de Castrone; Duc de Pamar; Mr. César Caire; Mr. Sully- 
Prudhomme; Mr. Charles Richet; Mr. Gaston Paris, rector of the Collège de France; 
Mr. HoUman Black; Mr. Franc Hollmann; Mr. and Mrs. Vignaud; Mr. Weeks; Mr. 
Bridgman, etc. 



AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE AT PARIS, FRANCE. 

[American National Institute. Prix de Paris, autorisé par l'Etat de New York, 9 décembre 1895.] 

Vous êtes prié de bien vouloir assister à la conférence, avec auditions, sur la 
*' musique hongroise,*' de M. Alexandre de Bertha, avec le gracieux concours de 
M^"** E. M. GiGNOux, DE Ierlin, de Fontjoyeuse et Ei^A ToTis, vendredi, 31 mai 
1901, a 5 heures, à l'hôtel provisoire de l'institut, 50, avenue d'Iéna. 



LECTURfi WITH AUDITIONS ON HUNGARIAN MUSIC BY THE FAMOUS COMPOSER 

ALEXANDRE DE BERTHA. 

[Communieated.] 

Friday, May 31, 1901. 

The lecture delivered on Friday last by Alexandre de Bertha on Hungarian music 
^ttracted a large and distinguished audience composed of a great number ot American 
Btudents and the élite of the American colony and Parisians. M. de Bertha began 
his lecture by saying that it gave him great pleasure to hâve accepted the invitation 

a. Dqc. 167, 58-3 10 
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of Miss Smedley and Mr. von Daur to give a causerie at the American National 
Institute, knowing that our mutual friend M. Sully-Prudhomme was one of our 
first patrons and had presided at the inauguration of this institute. That also 
because Hungarians are very fond of America. * * * 

Like a well-illustrated book the lecture advanced with a large number of composi- 
tions to explain the interesting text with historical and ethnographie références of 
profound knowledge. Mlle. M. E. Gignoux, the eminent composer and pianist, 
Mlle, de Jerlin, the well-known soprano, Mlle, de Fontjoyeuse, one of the best pupils 
of Miss Gignoux, and a youn^ and talented violinist of Hungary, Mlle. Eisa Totis, 
brillantly supported the dietmguished lecturer and receivea great applause from 
the audience. 



The 19th and 26th of April, 1901, two concerts gjiven for the benefit of two young 
American girl students with a profit of 2,000 francs in order to help them to retum to 
the States. Miss Blanche Ogarita Vet, pianist, and Miss Coralie Jacqueline Vet, 
violinist, Mr. Coquelin, cadet, of the Comédie Française, and Miss Kelda, of the 
Opéra-Comique, hâve graciously consented to give their concours. 



PROGRAMMES. 



Premier concert^ 19 avril. — Mlles. Vet: Sonate, opus 62, violon et piano — allegro, 
scherzo, adagio, finale (René Brancour). Mlle. B. O. Vet: Prélude et fi^e, en la 
mineur (Bach-Liszt). . Mlle. C. J. Vet: Concerto (allegro), opus 26 (Max Bruch). 
M. Coquelin, cadet: Monologues. Mlle. B. O. Vet: a, ** Deuxième Rhapsodie" 
(Brahms); 6, Menuetde**rArlésienne" (Bizet); c. Staccato caprice ( Vogrich). Mlle. 
C. J. Vet: a. Aria (sur la corde de sol) (Bach); 6, Introduction et Rondo capriccioso 
(Saint-Saëns). M. Féliz Hughes: a. Air de **Serse** (Hàndel); 6, **Carmen" (air 
du Toréador) (Bizet). Mlle. B. O. Vet: a, "Whins^' (Schumann); h. Légende 
(Paderewski); c, Polonaise, opus 53 (Chopin). 

Deuxième concert, le vendredi 26 avrilf 1901. — Mlles. Vet: Sonate, en ut mineur, piano 
et violon — allegro, allegretto, finale (E. Grieg). Mlle. B. O. Vet: a. Nocturne (Pade- 
rewski); 6, "Caprice pour la Reine Mab," dédié à Mlle. B. O. Vet (René Brancour); 
c, Petite valse, No. 3, dédié î\ Mlle. B. O. Vet (A. Strelezki); d. Prélude (Chopin); 
6, Etude (Chopin). Mlle. Rose Relda: Chansons (X.). Mlle. C. J. Vet: a, Rêverie 
(Marsick); 6, Scherzo, dédié à Mlle. C. J. Vet, accompagné par l'auteur (René 
Brancour); c, **La Mouche" (Bohm). Mlle. B. O. Vet: a, **Unso8piro" (Liszt): 
6, "Sixième Rhapsodie" ( Liszt). Mlle. Rose Relda: Chansons (X. ). Mlle. C. J. Vet: 
Rondo capriccioso ( Saint-Saëns ) . 



AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE AT PARIS. 

[American National Institute. Prix de Paris (autorisé— incorporated). Miss Matilda Smedley, 
directrice fondatrice générale, Henri von Daur, secrétaire général.] 

Vous êtes prié de bien vouloir assister à la soirée musicale et littéraire du jeudi 20 
mars 1902. Audition d'œuvres de Mlle. M. E. Gignoux et de M. Saint-Chamarand, 
Hôtel provisoire de l'Institut national américain, 50 avenue d*Iéna. 9 heures pré- 
cises. Habit de soirée. 



SOIRÉE DU 20 MARS 1902. 

Audition d'œuvres de Mlle. M. E. Gignoux et de M. Saint-Chamarand avec le 
gracieux concours de Mme. Georgette Valdys, de l'Opéra-Comique; Mme. Astruc- 
Doria, Mlles. Charlotte Mutel. Jeanne Bloch et Fonlupt, MM. Ch. Morel, deClynsen; 
Anemoyanni, Aigre, de la Haulie, des Concerts-Lamoureux. 

Programme. — Par l'auteur: Préludes en ut mineur, en ut dièze mineur, en ut majeur 
(M. E. Gignoux). M. Ch. Morel: "Voix intérieure," "Madrigal" (M. E. Gignoux). 
Mme. Astruc-Doria: a, Sérénade (M. E. Gignoux); />, "Chanson du Chevalier Errant," 
Victor Hugo (M. E. Gignoux). M. Anemoyanni: Ballade(M. E. Gignoux). Mlle. 
Charlotte Mutel: "Minuit" (Saint-Chamarand); "Idylle fleurie et poudrée" 
(Saint-Chamarand). Mme. Georgette Valdys, M. Anemoyanni: "Nuit d été" (M. 
E. Gignoux). Mme. Astruc-Doria, M. de CÎynsen, Idylle guerrière, François Cazale 
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(M. E. Gignoux). Mme. Georgette Valdys, Mmes. J. Bloch, Fonluçt, MM. Ane- 
moyanni, de la HauUe: Pantoum malais, Saint-Chamarand (M. E. Gignoux). Par 
l'auteur: Poésies (Saint-Chamarand) . M. Aigre: a, '* A l'aube; b, Presto(M. E. Gignoux). 
Par l'auteur: "Romance sans paroles" (M. E. Gignoux) ; second impromptu (M. E. 
Gignoux). Mlle. Charlotte Mutel, l'auteur: Hymne (Saint-Chamarand). Mme. 
Georgette Valdys: Dans un missel, Lancelin (M. E. Gignoux). 

Eglogue. — Poésie de M. Saint-Chamarand, Musique de M. E. Gignoux, chantée par 
Mme. Astruc-Doria, M. Ch. Morel et les chœurs. 

[From the New York Herald.] 

American National Institutb, 

50 Avenue (VIena ai Paru. 

There was a very brilliant musical soirée at the American National Institute last 
Thursday, the 20th of March, 1902. 

The evening was entirely consecrated to the compositions of a very talented young 
French composer, Mademoiselle M. E. Gignoux, and her brother, known through 
his nom de plume, Saint-Chamarand. 

In the absence of Miss Smedley, who is in America to represent the work at 
Congress, Mr. von Daur, the secretary-general and Mrs. von Daur, received the 
guests. 

Among the artists who supported Miss Gignoux by rendering her work were: 
Madame Georgette Valdys, of the Opéra Comique; Mademoiselle Connelly, Madame 
Astruc-Doria, Mlles. Charlotte Mutel, Jeanne Bloch, and Fonlupt, MM. Ch. Morel, 
de Cl3mcen, Anemoyanni, Aigre, and de la Hauble. 

The distinguished audience consisted of the élite of American students and many 
members of the American colony, and the Parisian society. 



AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE AT PARIS, FRANCE. 

[Secrétaire général de l'Institut national américain..] 

The committee of the American National Institute invites Mr. to a New 

Year's dinner at the restaurant Véfour jeune, galerie de Valais, 105 à 111, Palais Royal, 
Sunday, January 4, 1903, at 1 o'clock p. m. precisely. 

An immédiate answer to Mr. Henri von Daur, secretary-general of the American 
National Institute, Sèvres, S. et 0., Villa Brimborion, is requested. 
. N. B. — ^In case of acceptance this invitation must be presented at the restaurant. 



AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE AT PARIS, FRANCE. 

[American National Institute — Paris Prize.] 
NEW YEAR*S DINNER, SUNDAY, THE 4tH, 1903. 

Menu, — Potage St. Germain; bœuf braisé à la mode; céleri en branche; pomme à 
Panelaise; dinde rôtie au cresson; cranberry sauce; mince pie; carte Palais Elysée; 
vin Maçon et Chablis. 

[Extract from The Figaro on the New Year's dinner of the American National Institute, Sunday, 

January 4, 1903.] 

Sous les auspices du comité de P Institut national américain un dîner de Nouvel An 
a été offert, dimanche dernier, chez Véfour jeune, du Palais Royal, à bon nombre de 
jeunes étudiants de la colonie américaine à Paris. 

EnPabsence de Mlle. Smedley, fondatrice de l'institut, qui est depuis un an en 
Amérique pour les besoins de la cause, c'est Monsieur Henri von Daur, le secrétaire 
général, qui a présidé ce dîner. 

Après le repas, qui a revêtu un caractère tout-ù-fait familial, Monsieur von Daur a 
expliqué aux jeunes gens, en quelques mots bien choisis, la raison d'être de cette 
œuvre et les bienfaits qu'elle est destinée îl leur offrir. Ils les a exhortés en même 
temps à apprécier à sa plus haute valeur le généreux patronage des grands maîtres 
français. Son discours a été très applaudi et on a bu ensuite à la santé de Mlle. 
Smedley et des nombreux amis et bienfaiteurs de l'œuvre. La soirée s'est terminée 
par quelques recitations en français et en anglais. 
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Under the aospices of the committee of the American National Institate, Prix de 
Paris, a New Year's dinner was ffiven to the American students of Paris at the Restau- 
rant Véfour jeune, Palais Royal, Sunday, January 4, 1903. 

In the absence of Miss Smedley, the founder, being in America in the interest of 
the work, the dinner was presided over by Mr. Henry von Daur, the secretary- 
general. 

After the dinner Mr. von Daur, in a short address, explained to the students and 
invited guests the real purpose of the institute and its many advantages. He exhorted 
the young men to appreciate the great value of the distinguished patronage of 
France' s great masters, who hâve assured their coopération to the high ad vantée of 
their instruction. He proposed a toast to the healtn of the French jury and patrons 
and to Miss Smedley, the founder of the institute, just now in Washington occupied 
in obtaining the sanction of Congress, and further expressed thanks to our generous 
friends who hâve made this fête possible. 

His speech was warmly applauded and answered by several invited guests. 

The evening ended with some sélect recitations in French and English. 

Among the euests of honor invited by the committee were Mr. Herbert W. Faulk- 
ner, vice-président of the American Art Association; Mr. Herbert Butler, of the com- 
mittee of the American Art Association; Mr. Saint-Chamarand, French poet; Mr. 
Theodor Wm. Peters, American poet, and a great number of students. 



[New York Herald, April 18, 1899.] 

MBS. WALDEN PBLL. 

To the EdUor of the Herald: 

I bave the honor to inform you, and beg vour most valuable i)aper to make men- 
tion, that by spécial appointment Mrs. Walden Pell, of the American National Insti- 
tute, has been nominated ** officier d'Académie" by his excellency the ministre de 
r instruction publique et des beaux-arts. 

The distinction is not only an honor to Mrs. Walden Pell, but to the whole body 
of our organization, the American National Institute, Prix de Paris, and in the name 
of our conunittee we congratulate our distinguished honorary président. 



STATBMBNTS BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, SKNATE, 

RELATINQ TO THE AMERICAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE. 

[Extracts.] 

Washington, 1902. 
Senator Allison {Chairman), 

Senator Depew. Some years ago Miss Smedley, Govemor Chamberlain, of Maine, 
the rector of the great church at the head of which Mr. King used to be, and others, 
came to see me and asked me to take an interest in the matter of an American insti- 
tute in Paris to take care of the students who go there. Going abroad every year 
and having quite a number of relatives living in Paris, I happened to know a good 
deal of the terrible conditions which prevail there with regard to about 3,000 Ameri- 
can students who are always there. They go from ail parts of the United States, 
boys and girls, without knowing anything of France or the conditions of the French 
capital. They hâve very little money; they hâve no friends, and generally they do 
not understand the language. but they go to study art and music. They go into the 
Latin quarter and fall into very bad associations, and the resuit is that many of them 
are lost to their familles, to their country, and to the world. They never get back 
hère. 

Varions efforts hâve been made by Americans résident there to remedy this dif- 
ficulty, but they hâve never gone very far or amounted to much. The relief afforded 
has been only temporary, because the students had no funds, and the people who 
took the interest were themselves only temporarily there. 

Miss Smedley undertook this plan some years ago, and after she had perfected her 
scheme and made some progress with it she came to New York and interested thèse 
people, who came to see me. Then I looked into it and thought it was an admira- 
ble thing, and began to give some attention to it myself. 

Miss Smedley thought that she could interest the French Government and the 

French National Academy; and I told her that if she could do so I thought there 

would be some reciprocity or some récognition of it on the part of the United 

States. The resuit of her efforts was that a large number of the leading artîsts and 

Jiterary men ot Franœ gave their adhésion to the scheme. Then ^e municipal 
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cotmcil of Paris took np the matter, and on the présentation of thèse Frenchmen, 
who are so hi^hly respected because of their distinguished position in the art and 
literary world o! France, the municipal council donated to this institute a plot of 
^ound valued, I think, somewhere m the neighborhood of $200,000. This was 
done with French enthusiasm, with the idea of showing the appréciation of the 
monicipality of Paris of the fact that so many American students come to Paris 
instead of goinç to Berlin or Vienna or elsewhere to study. It was done also on the 
old theory, which is very strong over there, of Lafayette and the two Republics, and 
of a certain reciprocity between them in sentiment, at ail events. 

The municipality of Paris and ail thèse distinguished Frenchmen — and I met 
quite a number of * them when there — supposed that their action would be hailed 
with enthusiasm on this side and there would be a' reciprocal response in the nature of 
putting a building upon this ground, which would herald to the world the new rela- 
tions which had l^n establisned, in the sympathy on the one side and the récognition 
on the other of the help that was needed for thèse American boys and girls who 
were in Paris studying art and music under the great masters who can be found only 
there. 

Miss Smedley brought this matter to the attention of Président McKinley, and 
it resulted in his transmitting to Congress on May 23, 1900, a message, in which 
Secretary of State Hay said: 

**I transmit herewith, with a view to ils submission to Conçress, should you deem 
that course proper, çopv of a letter of March 28, 1900, with its several accompani- 
ments, from Miss Matilda Smedley, founder and director-çeneral, in regard to the 
proposed Amencan National Institute at Paris. On this point Miss Smedley says: 

" * I need only remark that the French Government not only has granted a valuable 
site on which to erect suitable buildintjs in the city of Paris for the purpose indi- 
cated, but that it has made it possible that such a structure as you hâve so worthily 
stated "to serve in commémoration of the part taken by this country in this great 
enterprise, as an American National Institute for our countrymen resorting to Paris 
for study " shall remain fore ver free from taxation.' ** 

Upon that subject Président McKinley said, in his annual message of 1898: 

**The United States Government building is approaching completion, and no efforts 
will be spared to make it worthy, in beauty of architectural plan and in complete- 
ness of display, to represent our nation. It has been suggested that a permanent 
building of similar or appropriate design be erected on a convenient site, already 
given by the municipality near the exposition grounds, to serve in commémoration 
of the part taken by this country in this great enterprise, as an American National 
Institute for our countrymen resorting to Paris for study." 

After that message was sent to Congress — I had never seen the Président thereto- 
fore — I went to see Président McKinley, in company with Miss Smedley and the 
French ambassador, Jules Cambon. The French ambàssador explained to the Prési- 
dent the feelings of the French Government and the municipality of Paris on this 
subject, and Mr. McKinley expressed the greatest anxiety that in connection with 
the exposition and as part of the American contribution there should remain a per- 
manent building upon the ground donated by the city of Paris for the students who 
should go from America to Paris. 



Ambrican National Institute (Prix de Paris), 

Paris, le 6 février, 1900. 

The French committee met at the House of the institute, 50 avenue d'Iéna, on 
February 6, 1900, at 6 p. m. 

Présent: M. Félix, Herbet, avocat à la Cour d'appel, maire du ô"" arrondissement 
(Beaux- Arts); M. Y. de Heredia, de T Académie Française; M. Emile Soldi-Colbert, 
auteur de la Langue Sacrée; M. Sully-Prudhomrae, de T Académie Française; M. 
Charles Richet, M. D. professeur de la Faculté de médecine, membre de Tlnstitut; 
M. Henri von Daur, secretary-general of the institute; Miss Matilda Smedley, founder- 
director-general. 

ORDER OF THE MEETING. 

Reading of telegrams and letters of regret from Messrs. Léon Cléry, Massenet, 
Benjamin Constant, Mmes. Dumont, Breton, and Mrs. James Jackson on account of 
absence or illness. 

Expressions of regret at the death of Mrs. Walden Pell, honorary président of the 
institute. 

Opening of the meeting, foUowed by a rétrospective account of the work trcs«v 
Deoember, 1892. 
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AMBBICAK NATIONAL INSTITUTE (PBIX DE PARIS). 

1. Opening of the meeting by Miss Smedley, interpreted by the secretary-general, 
M. Henri von Daur. 

Expression of gratitude for the gênerons support of the distinguished members of 
onr French committee. 

2. Notes on the history of the institute. Miss Smedley spoke first of the work at 
Mme. de Morsier*s house before a g^thering of distin^ished women who would hâve 
wished it to be international, but in spite of this Miss Smedley has strictly adhered 
to her first conviction. 

The first real meeting of the work was held in the drawing-room of the late Mrs. 
Walden Pell, who was its first patron, and subscribed $1,000. The next meeting 
was held at Mme. de Morsier's on January 15, 1895, when it was decided that the 
persons présent considered it their pleasure and duty to give their approval and 
mtellectual support to the scheme of the American National Institute (Prix de 
Paris). 

Among thèse persons the late Mme. de Morsier and Messrs. Herbet and Laisney 
were the foremost, and at this point Miss Smedley expressed to thèse gentlemen her 
grateful thanks for their valuable support, as also to M. Léon Cléry. 

On the folio wing Saturday Miss Smedley sailed for America, carrying with her this 
signed déclaration for the purpose of organizing and incorporating the scheme, which 
she accomplished on December 9, 1896, under the laws of the State of New York, and 
on December 16 the board of trustées of the institute met at the house of the Hon. 
Chauncey M. Depew. 

The meeting was opened by the leamed Dr. Charles F. Hoffmann. After the trans- 
action of business, the work that Miss Smedley had accomplished was discussed and 
accepted. She was unanimously authorized to continue ner efforts and to receive 
subscriptions for the building as well as for the endowment of the institute. 

The next meeting was held in Paris, at Mrs. Walden PelPs. 

Hère the minutes were introduced. 

Ail this time Miss Smedley never lost sight of making the work national, and in 
March of the f ollowing year she again sailed for the United States, carrying with her, 
together with a letter from the prefect of police, showing that at the proper moment 
the work would be declared of public utility, the évidence of contributions (as per 
paper introduced) artistic, musical, and literary^ with the détermination of puttmg 
it before the Government, and did so, as per pétition attached. 

The success of her first efforts seemed ooubtful, but she was convinced that a reso- 
lution signed by such well-known personalities as the f ollowing (copy attached) 
would ultimately secure the end in view. 

With this conviction she returned to Paris, whither the secretary-^neral, M. 
Henri von Daur, had already proceeded. He, as a foreigner and familiar with the 
best schools of Europe, had at once seen the necessity for this great work and joined 
his efforts to hers. 

The final resuit had been just what she anticipated, as is shown by the quotation 
from Président McKinley^s message. 

Secretary Hay's letter and that of Senator Davis. (Copies attached.) 

A pétition was formulated by the secretary-general and Miss Smedley to the pre- 
fect of the Seine and Municipal Council of Paris to secure a concession of the ground 
upon which to build the institute. 

3. The resuit of this pétition foUows, shown by the report of M. Clairin upon the 
meeting of December 27, 1889, and on the next aay*s vote of the municipal council 
of Paris. ( Report attached. ) 

4. There was a discussion of the future of the institute and déclaration that up to 
the présent time it was an undoubted success, opening up new interests in the arts 
and letters to American students under the best conditions to insure the préservation 
of real talent and genius. 

Miss Smedley had made a thorough study of the principles upon which the Prix 
de Rome had been founded, which made Paris the center of activity in art for the 
whole world. In this search she had realized that the fundamental evil in her own 
country was the absence of an organized censorship, and that America could only 
build up a Beaux- Arts at home by sending to this country her genius and talent 
already prepared under the proper conditions. She saw that to succeed the institute 
must De supported by public interest. She therefore tried to acquaint the public of 
the necessity of its existence, and to enlist the public of two nations her first effort 
had been to secure their leaders. 

5. Discussion of the plan for the building, to be competed for either by French 
architects or French and American ones, as decided by the home committee. 

6. Diacussion of site, as to convenience, sanitary arrangements, ete. 
/. Financial report from the beginning read and mdoTe^. ^^'^iX.^JtibBAh.ed.) 
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8. Question of new circnlar discussed, to be pnblished at an early date. 

9. Inspection of the présent bouse, most appropriately situated exactly facing the 
place des États-Unis, and put into thorough repair, with furnace, bathroom, and 
fnaa. A lecture salon bas Been added, with seating capacity for 200. There is a 
garden, with smaller building containing the studios, music, and class rooms. 

10. Suggestion for the mode of application for the students. 

It was decided that the scbool year begin on October 1, but that in the meantime 
the use of the bouse be allowed to students and teachers from April 1. 

11. The menibers présent expressed their satisfaction and admiration of the bouse 
and its arrangements, and especially of the emblem of the institute, composed and 
executed by M. Henri von Daur, the secretary -gênerai. They also expressed their 
lively appréciation of M. von Daur*s valuable services in helping to secure the ground, 
and "bis dévotion to the cause for the last three years, with their wishes for the 
continuation of bis good offices. 

12. Reading of the letter addressed to Président McKinley by the secretary-general, 
M. von Daur. (Copy attached.) 

13. Expression oi gratitude to Mrs. James Jackson, founder of the library, to Mrs. 
Frank Leslie, to Baroness von Zedwitz, and Baroness Seillière, as contributors to the 
scbolarship fund. 

14. Expression of satisfaction at the adhésion of so many illustrions names of France 
to the board of council. 

M. Clairin's name was proposed and voted as a member of the committee. 

15. Mention of Miss Smedley's departure for America to présent to Président 
McKinley the resolution attachea, and reading of same. As also to make the incorpo- 
ration a national one, and to formulate and put into opération a plan for State schol- 
arsbips. Furthermore, to call in ail the moneys already privately subscribed, and 
soiicit further cash donations in order tq maintam the présent bouse and carry on the 
administrative business during the construction of the greater building. 

The inauguration of the présent bouse to take place upon Miss Smedley*s return. 

16. A vote of thanks to tne press for its warm support, and congratulation to Miss 
Smedley for the success of her seven years* efforts. 

To quote the words of M. Charles Richet : " This work is idéal, but an accomplished 
fect, which, wbile it was rendering valuable service to America, was crowning France 
with glory." 

The meetinjg closed with good wishes to Miss Smedley for a safe joumey and speedy 
return, and signing the folio wing déclaration: 

DECLARATION. 

The undersigned, met together on the 6th day of February, 1900, at 4.30 p. m., in 
the bouse of the direction of the American National Institute, hereby déclare that it 
is their duty and pleasure to décide by the présent resolution that Miss Smedley on 
leaving Pans place in the hands of her brother-in-law, M. Henri von Daur, secretary- 
general of said institute, the original signatures of the persons who hâve given their 
approbation of the measures taken in the establishing of the American National 
Institute, carrying with her a certified copy of the same. 

The undersi^ed further déclare that, as the branch committee in Paris, they are 
ready to contmue their coopération with the American committee for the regular 
progress of the work of which Miss Smedley is the founder and director. 

Paris, February 6, 1900. 

Sully-Prudhommk, 

De V Académie Française. 

F. M. DE Heredia, 

De V Académie Française. 

Emile Soldi-Colbert, 
Auteur de la Langue Sacrée. 

F. Herbet, 
Awcat à la Cour d^ appel, maire du 6^^ arrondissement (Beaux- Arts). 

Charles Richet, M. D., 
Professeur de le Faculté de médecine, membre de VInstitui. 

Henri von Daur, 

Secretary- General ofthe American National Institute. 

Upon which Miss Smedley expressed her grateful appréciation of ail that France, 
and the membera of the French council and committee in particular, had done for 
the progress of the institute, and the honor conferred upon the work by having 
among thèse members M. Jules Cambon, représentative of France to her country. 
Her country 's appréciation could not be better exptea«ed lV\wi>b^ \^v^QîM::^J^^x^^^ 
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from Président McKinley's message and from Senator Davis's and Secretary Hay*s 
letters. ( Attached. ) 

In carrying the évidence of the work to America Miss Smedley leaves behind her 
a véritable host of illustrions supporters to cooperate in the best possible way for the 
completiou of the final resuit — the greater building^ of the American National Institute 
(Prix de Paris). 

[Close of the public hearing.] 



EXTRAIT FROM REPORT ON SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
[Prçliminary house, 56 avenue d'Iéna, Paris, France.] 

Ten applicants sent by the United States embassy placed, according to their require- 
ments, in the différent schools and collèges, one only being admitted into the pre- 
liminary house. 

During the existence of the preliminary house at least 150 applications were made 
by foreiçn students, but Miss Smedley and the secretary -gênerai, M. Henri von Daur, 
hâve strictly adhered to the national character of the work. 

In addition to the gifts alreadv mentioned in the former reports, amounting to 
$150,000, the firm of Erard & Co. hâve contributed a grand piano. 

Form and niaterial for a new circular ready and quite necessary to meet the 
demand for information conceming the institute. (Financial report attached.) 
Eight concerta given to July 15, 1901, 6 lectures up to same date, 3 dinners to 
students, 8 evenings for students, with refreshments, 4 students housed gratuitouslj, 
35 young men entered their names as competitors for the Paris prize — Prix de Pans. 

Students attending Julian's Academy granted réduction of one-third. In music 
and ail other branches of éducation the same réduction bas been made. 

Two students granted free tuition, one for music, one for sculpture. 

The sculpture student, Mr. Schouhardt, exhibited in the Salon, 1901, receive<l a free 
scholarship from Mr. Ernest Dubois, sculptor. The studies of the music student, 
Miss Bell, enabled her to secure a lucrative engagement on her return home. 

One art student, Miss Howson, at Julian's Academy, carried off a prize. 

Eight teachers from America entered as students during the months of July, 
August, and part of September, 1901. [Letters attached, showing the benefit they 
received.] 

Second school year opened in October, 1901, with return of the young men already 
mentioned and three girl students. 

A month later three more girl students entered — one for dramatic art — ail enjoying 
the réduction of terms as in the foregoing year. 

Two hundred first-class (îoncert tickets sent to the institute from the first empre- 
sarios. 

Free entertainments corresponding to 1900. 

One student young man saved from committing suicide — given three months at 
the institute. 

One student sent home through charity. 

During the last six months 120 students coming from America refused admittance 
as falling short of the required standard. 

Concert given for two young ladies; the proceeds ($400) helped them to continue 
their studies. 

Four thousand visitors since the opening. 

The foregoing has been enjoyed by the preliminary house, October 1, 1901, begin- 
ning of the second school year, and is now doing the same work at this date, January 
2, 1902. 

But for the invaluable and untiring efforts and dévotion of M. Henri von Daur, 
the secretary-general, many of the difficulties could not hâve been overcome. The 
youths of America owe him a lastin^ gratitude. 

Three thousand citizens of the United States hâve indorsed the work. 

A spécial feature of the institute is the French ianguage, taught after the newest 
and most rational methods. 

As ail studies in the institute will naturally be in the French Ianguage, it has been 
considered advisable to adopt it as the Ianguage of the institute. This study is free, 
and insisted upon after a certain time. 

SUPPLEMENTARY SCH0LARSHIP8. 

In addition to the three years' scholarship, a supplementary scholarship for a year's 
study in Rome, Venice, or Vienna to be founded, which will enable our lauréate 
students to continue their studies in other art centers of Europe. 
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Thèse scholarshipe will be awarded after due compétition and under spécial 
régulations. 

Alusic, architectural, and archeological students will be allowed, after the coin])le- 
tion of their three years* tuition in Paris, a voyage to such countries as would best 
advance and complète their spécial studies. 

M. Henri von Daur, the secretary-general of the American National Institute, 
was delegated last summer (1901 ) to eptablish correspondence with the directors and 
other proper authorities of the foreign art establishments with the intent of insuring 
their coopération to this effect. 

M. von Daur visited Venice and Vienna, and by the following report we are very 
happy to testify to the cordial support he met with in thèse two cities: 

In Venice M. von Daur had the honor of being received by Cavalière Giulio Can- 
talamessa, director of the royal galleries of this citv. He also obtained interviews 
with Antonio dal Zotto, director of the Royal Institute of Fine Arts of Venice, and 
with Commander Nicolo Barozzi, director of the Archeological Muséum at the Palace 
of the Doges. M. von Daur is proud to state that thèse gentlemen showed him every 
considération with regard to his mission, and declared themselves ready to do every- 
thing in their power to further the progress of those American students who had 
pçoved themselves worthy to continue their studies in the respective art schools of 
Venice. Proper guidance and every facility for study will be insured to them. They 
will be granted free entrance to ail lectures and to "the galleries, with permission to 
make copies in the latter. 
In fact they will enjov the same privilèges as in Paris. 

M. von Daur received from Commendatore Ferdinando Ongania, the well-known 
Venice éditer, the assurance that he would présent to the institute a copy of his 
great work entitled "Monograph of the Basilica of St. Mark." The work is unique 
and universally admired by ail compétent authorities. It will certainly be highly 
appreciated by our art students and especially by those studying architecture. 

Profeesor dal Zotto, who is the proprietor of the photographie publishing house 
"Naya,** has promised to eive us a collection of intereating photo-engravings repre- 
senting the most celebrated architectural monuments of Venice. 

Through the great courtesy of Mr. Henr^ Vignaud, first secretary to our embassy 
in Paris, Mr. von Daur obtained introductions to his excellency Mr. Robert McCor- 
mick, United States ambassador to Vienna. Mr. McCormick, with fuU appréciation 
of the usefulness of our work, immediately offered his influence on its behalf, with 
introductions to Prof. Caspar Ritter von 25umbus(îh, rector of the T. R. Academy of 
Fine Arts; to Mr. Richard von Perger, director of the Vienna Conservatory of Music 
and Dramatic Art; to Dr. Jacop Schipper; R. R. Hafroth (I. R. councilor of the 
court), rector of the I. R. University of Vienna. 

The celebrated sculpter, Professer von Zumbusch, with great solicitude, introduced 
Mr. von Daur to Proiessor Hellmer, his successor at the academy, and also to Mr. 
von Stadler, one of the heads of the department for public instruction and public 
worship, and to Mr. von Wiener, court councilor and référée for the Austrian Gov- 
ernment in ail matters concerning the conservatory of music. 

After explaining to thèse gentlemen the great aim and purpose of our Paris insti- 
tute, Mr. von Daur, in view of the proposed year of study in Vienna, asked them for 
their gênerons support and collaboration, and wasgratified to receive from one and ail 
the assurance ol their coopération for the full benefit of our students. 

Circulars and prospectuses of the lectures at the university, with the rules for admis- 
sion of the conservatory of music and of the academy of fine arts, hâve been placed 
at our disposai for the archives of the American National Institute. 

Executive committee. — H on. Chauncey M. Depew, chairman; Hon. John D. Crim- 
mins. Miss Caroline de Forest, Rev. E. Walpole Warren, Gen. Joshua L. Chamber- 
lain, Miss Matilda Smedley, ex officie; Count von Daur, ex officie. 

Membersofthe French committee^ Paris. — M. Félix Herbet, avocat à la Cour d'appel, 
maire du 5™® arrondissement; M. Léon Cléry, avocat à la Cour d'appel; M. Charles 
Riehet, professeur à la Faculté de médecine; M. Antony Ratier, sénateur, avoué au 
Tribunal de la Seine; Miss Matilda Smedley, Henri von Daur, ex officie. 

For ail officiai correspondence address M. Henry Vignaud, honorary member of 
the committee, first secretary of the United States embassy, 59 rue Galilée, Paris. 

A pétition to the Président of the United States of America by 100 students, wish- 
ing to compete for the prize. 

Also a gênerai pétition to hâve the printed Officiai Document 398, State Department, 
carried ont as first desired. 

Ail committees, trustées, patrons, and jurors express their heartiest approval by 
the help they bave gîven the secretary-general, Hon. von Daur, and Miss Smedley, 
the founder, who is sailing January 4 for the United States on the St. Louis. 

The relation of the institute with the United States wjùbasa^ \^ ^o^wXs^ \5csfô\'5îCMec%. 
attached. 
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The committee and jarors wish Miss Smedley a safe journey across the océan, a 
successful termination of her visit to Washington in behalf of the students, and a 
speedy retum. 

What answer are we to give the French authorities — officiais, literary, artists, 
sculptors, architects, musicians — who hâve for five years given their support and 
approval to this institution, as is stated in the déclaration presented to Mr. McKin- 
ley, signed by the most illustrions men of France, .to say nothing of the advantages 
to our country and its student life — the gift of art — ^too numerous to mention, the 
first masters in many cases not charging anything for their teaching, and in ail cases 
at a great réduction of price? 



^ This enterprise originated with and has been promoted by Mathilde 
Smedley. 

Under the patronage of Mrs. Walden Pell, Lady Caithness, Duchesse 
de Pomar, Mme. de Morsier, Mme. Bogelot, Comtesse de la Roche- 
foucauld, and others. Mrs. Pell began a subscription in its support. 
The following names appear on the list of contributors: 



Mrs. Walden Pell. 

Mrs. Cornélius Vanderbilt. 

Comtesse de Casa Miranda 
(Mme. Christine Nils- 
son). 

Mme. Armand Heine. 

Mme. Michel Heine. 

Lady Caithness, Duchesse 
de Pomar, annual con- 
tri butor. 

Doctor Ryan. 

Mr. J. C. Goodrich. 

Netherland Steamship Co. 

An American Artist. 

Comtesse de la Rochefou- 
cauld. 

Mrs. Monroe. 

Mrs. Jotham Post. 

Baron Hottinguer, 

Mr. C. Jefferson Coolidge. 

Mrs. Stears. 

Mme. de Machado. 

Mr. Frederick Palmer. 

Miss Ellis. 

Mrs. Starck. 

*'Widow'smite.'' 

Mrs. Julian Story. 

Mme. Théodore Robin. 

r Abbé Péruchot. 

Mrs. John Munroe. 

J. S. T. 

Mrs. Van Hemert. 

Miss Anita Evans. 

Mrs. Jackson. 

Mrs. Marion Story. 

Mrs. T. G. Ford. 

Mrs. Percv Hunt. 

Baronne de La Grange. 

Mme. Gillé. 

Mme. Bœrs. 

Mrs. Croft. 

Mr. George Binder. 

Mr. Robert Jameson. 

Mrs. Oothout. 

Mr. Brentano. 

JohnD. Crimmîns. 
Richard Watson Gilder. 
Misa May Roberta, 



General Butterfield. 

Mrs. Corbin. 

Mrs. Richard Corbin. 

Mr. Paul Bagnotti. 

Tiffany & Co. 

Baronne Adolpheè de 
Rothschild. 

Baronne Seillière. 

Miss Reubell. 

Mme. Paul Sohège. 

Mrs. Heath. 

Mr. J. H. Harjès. 

Comtesse de Coetlogon. 

Mrs. Maxwell Heddle. 

Mrs. Green. 

A Young Artist. 

Mr. Robert Cushing. 

Mrs. Hopkins Smith. 

Mme. Pilé. 

Mme. Coe. 

Miss Young. 

Mlle, de Moberger. 

Comtesse de Trobriand. 

Comtesse Gillé. 

Mrs. Walsh. 

Two Artists. 

Baron Salomon de Roths- 
child. 

Mme. Goetz. 

Mrs. Griswold Gray. 

Mrs. Astor Bristed. 

Baronne de Klenck. 

Comte de l'Angle Beauma- 
noir. 

Mlle, de Merbitz. 

Mrs. Shilleto. 

Mrs. Lorillard Spencer. 

Mrs. Moore. 

Mme. Surget. 

Mrs. von Bergen. 

Miss Gardner. 

Mrs. Conrad Jameson. 

Comtesse de Gabriac. 

Mrs. Tovis. 

Mrs. Osgood Field. 

Mrs. Livingston. 

Bon Marché. 

Mrs. H. A. Huntlngton. 



Miss Bryant. 

Mr. C. de Tour. 

Comtesse de Kergorlay. 

Mrs. Bryden. 

Mrs. Butterworth. 

Mrs. Stewart. 

Mme. Charles B. Alexan- 

der. 
Mrs. CuUen Brewster. 
Mme. Phalen. 
Mme. Cachard. 
Mrs. Colgate. 
Miss King. 
Mme. Minnegerode. 
Mme. Melitta. 
Mrs. Thompson. 
Mrs. Bryant. 
Mrs. Wentworth. 
Mrs. Hickson Field. 
Mrs. Edward Hilton. 
Mrs. O. H. Ward. 
Cleveland O^ood. 
Mrs. Donnât. 
Mrs. Caroline Babcock. 
Mme. Fourton. 
Mrs. Sloane. 
Roger Morg^. 
Comtesse Diesbach. 
Comtesse d'Adhémar. 
Comtesse Soltj'k. 
Mme. Alexandre. 
Mme. Bocage. 
Mrs. Weeks. 
Félix. 

Norval H. Bussey. 
Mrs. General Vielé. 
Mme. Seignouret. 
Miss Anderson. 
Mrs. James S. Gibbs. 
M. S. B. Schlesinger. 
Mrs. E. Kinney. 
Mr. S. Bensande, annual 

contributor. 
Louis Tiffany. 
Helen de Kay Gilder. 
Mr. Kneodler. 
Thomas Hunter. 
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To the amount of 36,114 francs ($7,222). This was appropriated 
toward the rent of the preliminary house, thereby carrying out the 
wishes of our first honorary président, the late Mrs. Walden Pell. 

The foUowing names appear as contributors: 



tfrs. Kendal. 

Mrs. French. 

Mrs. Hockinhal. 

Miss Rose. 

Miss C. Smedley. 

Mr. H. Lamport. 

Mrs. Remington. 

Miss Booth-Ilendreckson. 

Mrs. Dolan. 

Miss Murray. 

Mrs. Williamson. 

Miss Helen Olurgae. 

Mrs. Herrick. 

Garrère & Hastings. 

Louis Tif&my. 

Mrs. Walden Pell. 

Mrs. Bensuad. 

Mrs. Ohaille. 

Mrs. Wood. 

Mrs. Morrilis. 

Mrs. Goodrich. 

Mrs. Green. 



Mrs. Dunlevy. 

Mrs. Jackson. 

Mrs. Miller. 

Mrs. Cassidy. 

Mrs. Bixby. 

Mrs. Singer. 

Mrs. Richards. 

Mrs. Suget. 

Mrs. Stark. 

Mr. Rubens. 

** Widow's mite." 

Mr. Allen Bowersax. 

Baron Watson. 

Mrs. Healy. 

Mr. Cadbury. 

Mrs. Collin Armatrong. 

Mrs. Hinkle. 

Mr. Collin Armstrong. 

Baroness Seilliers.. 

Mrs. Henri Von Daur. 

Mrs. W. H. Henderson. 

Mr. Thomas Hunter. 



Mr. John D. Orimmins. 
Mr. Richard Watson Gil- 

der. 
Mrs. Helen de Kay Gilder. 
Miss May Roberts. 
Miss Mary Callender. 
Miss Leavens. 
Mrs. Stombach. 
Mrs. Aims. 
Mrs. Gould. 
Mrs. Franklin. 
Mr. Sargent. 
Mr. Johnson. 
Mr. Wyse. 
Mrs. Colgate. 
Mr. E. Ellery Anderson. 
Comstock School. 
Mr. Knoedler. 
Mr. Harbeck. 
Mrs. Smedley. 
Rev. E. Walpole Warren. 



At the expiration of the three years' lease the preliminary house was 
closed, with statisfaction to ail concerned, having demonstrated what 
could be accomplished under proper conditions. 

AU expenses in connection with the founding of the American 
National Institute during twelve years' labor (traveling, typewriting, 

Erinting, personal expenses), and in carrying on the preliminary 
ouse during the three years, hâve been supplied by Matilaa Smedley, 
the founder and director-general, and Henri von Daur, secretary- 
general and déleste, other than the contributions which appear as set 
f orth în this public document, printed by order of the State Department. 
Be^n work, 1892; incorporated, 1895, New York; bill of incor- 
poration passed senate, 1904; passed house committee on librarj', 1904 
and 1905. 

Closed public document, 1905. 

(REVELATIONS, III, 8; 
PoALM XCI.) 
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FEBSONS WHO HAVE APPBOVED OF THE INSTITXTTE. 



Adams, Col. Henry Hershell, U. S. 

Army. 
Avery, Sam. P., jr. 
Aimes, Helina Kirk. 
Abbe, Catbarine A. B. 
Armstrong, Maitland. 
Alexaiider, Julia F. 
Andrews, Tutille. 
Atkins, Emma L. 
Appleton, D., & Co. 
Appletou, Dan. T. 
Adelia, Sister Good Sbepherd. 
Anderson, Walden Pell. 
Armstrong, ColHn. 
Allen, J. P. 
Adam, Mme. 

Àlexander, Mme. Charles B. 
Anderson, P. Chauncey. 
Abott, William. 
Alcoot, J. van Vechten. 
Artot, Désirée. 
Adams, Mrs. Henry Hershell. 
Andrews, Adison F. 
Anketele, Jones. 
Armstrong, Mrs. Collin. 
Anderson, Finley. 
Argent, E. W. 
Adams, Mrs. 
Adams, Miss Mabel. 
Adams, H. H., jr. 
Alcott, L. J. 
Arnolds, tbe Misses. 
Astly, Norman. 
Barnes, Barton. 
Barnes, Harry Seymour, inanager Art- 

ist and Artesian Institute. 
Belville, Alice M. 
Baumgarten, William. 
Baker, Julia Elder. 
Brown, J. G., président Water Color 

Society. 
Bol mer, M. de Forrest. 
Blenner, Carie J. 
Beard, Carm le C. 
Barnard, Fred. 
Bartlett, Emma Thompson. 
Beard, Livia. 
Blackmore, Esther. 
Bissell, Snsan F. 
Boyd, Georgiana H. 
Brown, Florence. 
Barton, Shirley McLean. 
Burt, Mary K. 
Baxter, Isabella 
Brentano, Mr. 
Bristol, J. B. 
Bloom, J. 
Bante, Miss E. 
Brown, F. M. 
Branlage, Théo. 
Bourgon, Th. 
Blackman, Miss M. G. 
Burleigh, Miss. 
Sonner, Mrs, Carrie. 



Bjorksten, Mr. and Mrs. 

Barril, Marie de. . 

Blank, Mrs. G. C. 

Borg, Mrs. Simon 

Baxter, Mrs. R. T. 

Botster, A. A. 

Bremmer, Mrs. E. G. 

Barrett, Mrs. John I. 

Bryan, John, Ohio Essays and Fables. 

Brombey, C. P. 

Bonnett, Mrs. J. S. 

Burns, Mrs. Bert. A. 

Boucher, Mrs. Pierre L. 

Brockway, Mrs. E. S. 

Black, David. 

Butler, Miss Julia C. 

Butler, H. V., esq. 

Brown, Rev. Dr. John W. 

Barton, Madelein. 

Breck, Geo. W. 

Beeves, Mrs. 

Barron, Mrs. W. J. 

Burt, Rev. Wilhelm. 

Ben ton, Dwight. 

Bernheimer. 

Burns, Mrs. B. 

Brice, Mrs. Calvin R. 

Clarke, Thomas B. 

CJauldwell, Leslie Griffin. 

Cox, Louise. 

Calm, Mrs. 

Cliveden, B. W. 

Converse, Mrs. Chas. E. 

Candee, Mrs. G. W. 

Choate, W. G. 

Costigan, Mrs. T. 

Carlyle, Mrs. Marion. 

Cassidy, Sadle T. 

Carri, Jean Louise. 

Converse, Harriet Maxwell. 

Converse, F. M. 

Conover, A. W. 

Clews, Hon. Henry. 

Carter, Frank H. 

Colgate, Susan Prince. 

Crowell, L. H. 

Conklin, Eugène H. 

Colb, W. A. 

Cawles, Mrs. A. A. 

Clément, Mrs. Walter C. 

Cook, Helen Temple. 

Cowper, C. 

Croft, Mrs. 

Coudert, Hon. F. 

Col lins, Laura Sedgwick. 

Cushing, Robert. 

Chance, Wade. 

Corning, J. S. 

Ooe, Mme. 

Colgate, Mrs. 

Craig, B. 

Crulstil, Henri B. 

Cooper, Marvelle W. 

Cerena. 
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CoIIem, R 

Chaigneau, Ferdin^md. 

Cromeau, A. 

Castro, Hector de. 

Cramer, J. Grant 

Carter, Mrs. T. 

Collis, Mrs. 

Carrington, Judge and Mrs. 

Chittenden, W. Laurence. 

Cîowdry, Mrs. 

Church, Dr. Louise Irène. 
Carleton, Clifford. 
Gannon, Jane Curtis. 
Cai)erton, Mrs. Radcliflfe, Rep. of Lam- 
bert!. 
Corsley, Mrs. Isabella. 
Chappel, Mrs. G. 
Oohn, Mrs. and Mr. 
Conner, Mrs. O. A. 
Chittendon, S. N. 
Ohamberlin, Carrie>F. 
Outhbert, Mr. 
Craig, Alec B. Malelvet 
Chalmers, Mrs. Thomas. 
Clark, Mrs. E. R. 
Culberson, Miss W. E. M. 
Ooddogan, J. P. 
Ooleman, Mrs. C. 
Campbell, Mrs. Géorgie. 
Casimir, Dezie Conslsa. 
Cassidy, P. S. 
Connover, A. W. 
Cressy, E. R. 
Carter, Susan, principal Woman's Art 

School, Cooper Union. 
Colgate, Mrs. R. R. 
Day, Geo. 
Donohue, Agnes. 
Donnât, Mrs. 
Drown, Mrs. Moran. 
I>eesbacb, Comtesse. 
Duval, Claris: Horace. 
Dzielsouska, Kasimir. 
Davis, Mrs. H. 
Dewey, M. J. 

Dewees, Mrs. H. M. ' 

Dusey, M. J. 

Dorr, Mrs. Russel. 

Doyle, Mrs. N. Vassar. 

Doughty, Alla. 

I>oagbty, Miss Halcyon. 

Doughty, Mrs. Alla. 

Dillon, Mrs. John F. 

Dillon, Anna Price. 

Dexter, Signor. 

Dreyfus, Théophile G. 

Duane, Arthur. 

Duane, Julia D. 

Dupont, Amie. 

De Witt. Elizabeth. 

Dey, Mary L. 

Decoppet, Auguste. 

Duniap. R.. & Co. 

Danger field, Henry B. 

Diller, Mrs. Kate H. 

Demarest & Co., per D. A, 

Davis, W. 0. 



Durand, Ruel. 

Du Hamel, Rev. Wm. 

Drisless, Herman. 

Dygard, W. B., New England Piano 

Co., New York. 
Donnell, Harry E., architect. 
De Knalt, Miss. 
Du Mond, J. Vincent 
Dunne, Rev. J. W. 
Elten, K. Von. 
Eastes, J. B. 
Erelin, Edith Kent 
Espère, Jean de. 
Evans, Effie M. 
Eversfield, Mrs. Chas. 
Emerson, F. S. 
Evans, E. C. 
Earyes, the Misses. 
Ford, Mrs. T. G. 
Field, Mrs. Osgood. 
Field, Mrs. Hickson. 
Field, Mr. and Mrt. Lowell T. 
Fitzgerald, James J. 
Fourton, Mme. 
Félix. 

Frazier, Kenneth. 
Frost, Mrs. Arthur L. 
Foote, Lulu. 
Fogbaum, Rufus Fairchild, superin- 

tendent Woman's Hospital. 
l 'reund, John C, editor Music Tradea. 
Forster, John T., Leslie's Weekly. 
Fowler, E. 

l' rench, Mrs. Carson. 
Frost, William Henry. 
Farley, Jno. M., vicar-general of New 

York. 
Falk, J. B., photographer. 
Frankland, Mr. and Mrs. F. W. 
Fleming, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph. 
Fishler, Aider and Schurtz. 
Fowler, Mr. W. V. 
French, Mr. and Mrs. Aaron. 
Fisk, Mrs. Olivier. 
Fleishman, F. 
Farmer, Miss, 
r'alconer, Mrs. 
Green, Mrs. 
Goetz, Mme. 
Gray, Mrs. Griswold. 
Gardner, Miss Eleanor Dean. 
Gabriac, Comtesse de. 
Griffin, Maud V. 
Greehn, Mrs. M. 
Goldsmith, Mrs. J. H. 
Gunn, Mrs. Archlbald. 
Gunn, Archi. 
Grèbe, Henrietta A. 
Gildersleeve, Annie. 
Gannon, Mary Veran. 
Grant, Col. Frederick D., U. S. Army. 
Grannls, Mrs. E. B. 
Goodrich, J. C, and wlfe. 
Grogan, Anna M. 
Georgan, Horace E. 
Gray, B., jr. 
Gréer, Rev. David H, 
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Goddard, Ralph B. 

Ouyot, Très. 

Gueldry, Ferdinaad. 

Gorodicbzel, Docteur. 

Garcia, E. Harold. 

Graf, Kev. Jos., CoDservatory 

•JOr 
Graf. i\ L. 
Gorlitz, Hugo. 



Gelder. Mr. aad Mrs. P. von. 
GlbBoii, Cberbdana. 
Garber. Davis. 



Hunt, Mrs. Perey. 



Mniwell. 
Huntlngton, Mrs. H. A. 
Hilton, Mrs. Edward. 



Hufcat, Mrs. Horace D. 
Hasbroek. Laura. 
Hunplirey, Mrs. A. S. 
""■ "— BnocTOft William. 



H. G., national di- 
rect ress Ladles' Hermltage Associa- 
tion. 

He; tnann. Dora. 

H art, Effie J. 

Hands, Alice J. 
Hllller, Helen. 
HamJln, Mason & Co. 
Hamey, James Glarence. 
Howells, W. D. 
Mowells, Mildred. 

M. 

Gornella C. 
Haber, F. L. 
Hopkins, Ellen Dunlap. 



Gllman. 
G. A. 
ITarcourt, Alice FlsLer. 
Ilotcomb. Mrs. I.. W. 
Harrington. Jobn W. 
HoRwet. H. I.,. 
llnrtley, J. Scott. 
llenderson, Kir. and Mrs. W. A. 
Hills, Anna Bulkeley. 



Hougbton, William A. 
Holbrook, Emillne M.' 
Iloy, Mr. J. M. 
Howard, James G. 



Harrlman, Mrs. 
Hasen, Irvlug. 

Laurence. 
Hlayes, Mr. 

'Inude Kaguet. 

Howe. Miss Helen. 
Ilttwe, Mrs. I.«aritt. 
Ilaffner. M. et Madame Adolt. 
Hammond, D. S. 
Ilellburn, Stella. 
Henri. Count 



Irvin, E. W. 
Irving, Sir Henry, 
Itigen, Van, Vassar CoII^;& 
Ingram, H. J. de Psory. 

iRbkatlan, Antranig T. 
Jameaon, Mrs. Conrad. 
Jameson, Mr. Robert 
Jcuklna. CiiroDne. 
Jobnson. Eastman. 

mm 

.Tablne, Théodore L. 
Jacobs, F. H. 
.leffersou, Josepta, actor. 
Jobnson, Elisabeth, M. D. 
Jackson, H. M. 
Jabine, Theodor Ti, 
Kaiser, Mrs. F. 
Kayne, Athalle Clarie. 
Knoedler, Rolani^. 
Kauffmann, Paul, 
le L. 
\k. G. A., principal Taesar Col- 
lège. 
Kom, Edith C. 
Korn, John P. 
Kent, JuHa N. 

Celestlne. 
Kelly. L. 

Klann, Ida Lnrig. 
Klnley, J. Henry Me 
Kollock, Mary. 
Kirby, A. Eue&ne. 

Kendall, Misses. 
KIp, Mrs. Oinrence V. 
Tjinde. Sara A. 

r.^mb«rt. Aies., New Tork GoUBerra. 
tory of MuBlc, 
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Layard, Ida H. 

Lindeke, Louise B. 

Leyster, E. W. 

Laurence, Lydia G. 

Lyamon, Mr. 

Levy, Herbert, Metropolitan School of 

Fine Arts. 
La Duc, Mrs. 

Levy, Emile, Weber Piano CJo. 
Leslie, Mrs. Frank. 
Little, Joseph J. 
Leary, Annie. 
rx>oniis, Bvelyn L. 
Lieavens, L. J. 
Lîttle, Mr. and Mrs. J. T. 
Liatoii, Julia C. 
La France, Mme. de. 
Ladockaky. 
Liffin, Dr. 
Lawrence, Mrs. B. 
Lemple, Bell. 
L.e Prince, S. E. 
Legoll, Ed. 
Limger, Augusta. 
Littlefleld, Fred A. 
Little, J. T.. jr. 
Lant, Mrs. Frank. 
Larendon, Miss. 
Lingobip, Mrs. B. P. 
Lipton, Mrs. 
Lacy, Mrs. Richard. 
Larrible, Miss Blanche. 
Lyon, Mrs. Dr. J. W. 
Loomis, F. J. 
Leeland, Warren F. 

Mallon, Mrs. J. A. 

Mercure, Mrs. D. J. 
Mitchell, Mr. Edward. 

Mitchell, Mrs. Woolsey. 

Mitchell, Wm. 

Murray, S. S. 

Murphy, J. Francis. 

Middletown, Katherine Smith. 

Maynard, Geo. W. 

Maynard, Robt L. 

Maynard^ Mrs. Robt. L. 

Manning, Clara H. 

Major, Esther M. 

Meeker, Joséphine. 

Muir, Mabel F. 

Montaigue, Comtesse de. 

Marble, Cyrus Clark. 

Murray, Andrew, D. D. 

Munger, Mr. 

Munger, Mrs. 

Metcalf, James A. 

Marshall, H. L. 

Muldaur, George Barton. 

Mona chéri, Mme. 

Milhau, Telia. 

Machado, Mme. et Mlle. de. 

Moran, Wm. J. 

Morange, Miss. 

Mason, Hamlin & Co. 

McAfee, Mrs. John Knox. 

Marchand, C. M. 

Moore, Mrs. F. E. 



Mackay, J. W. I. 

Maillard, Henry. 

Mahony, J. 

May, Mrs. R. 

Mayne, Richard E. 

McDowell, Eîdward. 

Mower. 

Mullon, Henry S. 

Miller, Mrs. E. S. 

McLean, Mrs. Donald. 

Mace, Paul P. H. 

Mabie, Hamllton W. 

Morgan, Mrs. Matt 

Marion, Miss. 

MacSweeney, Miss. 

Montagne, P. J. 

Maish, Bessie Coffin. 

McKim, Chas. F., architect. 

MacSweeney, Jennie. 

Madrego, F., editor of The Churchman. 

Martiney, Philip. 

Marens, Mme. V. de. 

Méseng, Pierre Serane, D. D. 

I^Iercier A 

McArthur,*Mrs. E. F., D. D. 

McChesney, Clara. 

McKinley, J. Henry. 

McKinley, Laura Celestina. 

Mooney, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 

Morgan, Mrs. 

Miller, Mr. G. W. 

Matton, Mr. H. G. 

Morgan, Ray. 

Morgan, Rev. John. 

Martina, Sister. 

Noreott, Sandford Latham. 

Nlckerson, Agnes Eugénie. 

Nicol, J. C. 

Northrop, Alice R. 

Oakey, Dr. F. W. 

Ormsby, Isabella. 

O'Day, Daniel. 

O'Donohue, M. Agnes. 

O'Hagan, the Misses. 

Oleser, Mrs. A. Dillon. 

Pach Bros., photographers. 

Pitman, Helen Choate. 

Post, Geo. B. 

Price, Bruce, architect. 

Pender, Mrs. F. M. G. 

Perry, E. VVood. 

Picknell, Geo. W. 

Prelwitz, Henry. 

Pennington, Harper. 

Platt, Emily B. 

l'ettibone, Florence E. 

Pizzarello, Joseph, principal of Na- 
tional Conservatory. 

Palmer, William R. 

Pierson, Gen. J. Fred, U. S. A. 

Pierson, S. Augusta. 

Pearce, Mr. Charles Sprague. 

Patton, E. A. 

Pell, Miss, président Libéral Art 
League. 

Potts, Abbie. 

Pierce, Mrs. Fred. O. 
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Pond, Warren. 

Pond, Wm. A., & Co. 

Pond, Ellen J. 

Provost, Mr. 

Pike, Dr. John. 

Pikeare, Mrs. Chas. 

Pike, Miss Emily A. 

Perkins, A. B. 

Pierce, J. W. 

Patterson, F. S. 

Patterson, Robert. 

Putnam, Mrs. Geo. Haven. 

Rand, T. B. 

Ropes, Mrs. 

Renwick, Aspinwal and Renwick. 

Rosevear, T. R. 

Roos, Louh Fred. 

Redmond, John J. 

Ryder, Albert P. 

Ranch, Mr. M. 

Rockwood, Geo. G., photographer. 

Rensselaer, Mrs. M. G. Van. 

Riggs, Aurélia K. 

Robberts, Charlotte. 

Roberts, May E. 

Rudd, Robt. S. 

Redmond, John J. 

Riere, Paul M. 

Roma, Carrie. 

Reiner, Mrs. A. 

Roos, F. W. 

Riehardson, F. H. 

RaÉferty, Mrs. Wm. L. 

Roch, L. G. 

Rutherford, Miss R. M. 

Roberts, Mrs. 

Riera, Paul M. 

Smith, Emily James, dean of Barnard 

Collège. 
Southard, Lillian. 
Staton, Sallie. 
Salmon, Luey M. 
Slocum, Col. and Mrs. L. 
Shirlaw, Walter. 
Shepley, Annie B. 
Scott, Wm. H., jr. 
Smedley, J. W. 
Spannocchia, I. 
Smedley, W. D. 
Schroeter, Géorgie. 
Sanger, Frank W. 
Sedie, E. Délie. 
Seed, E. S. 

Schuré, Edouard et Madame. 
Stambach, Mrs. M. D. 
Stearne, Mrs. John Noble. 
Stewart, Julius L. 
Stankowitch, Mme. de la Grange. 
Smith, Gerrit. 
Schubert, Edward, & Co. 
Sypher, Amil. 
Swett, Geo. W. 
Stewart, P. C. 
Sel li ère. Baron et Mme. 
Solzth, Mme. 
Spaliper, Amedee. 
Spencer, Mr. and Mrs» John Stowe, 



Sprague, Mrs. I. J. 
Sanderson, Gertrude F. 
Smith, Mrs. Arthur. 
Smith, Leonora S. 
Price, Bruce. 
Sutherland, Mr. 
Shaw, George. 
Sevett, Lovell. 
Semsch, O. J. 
Stebins, Gêner iso. 
Spencer, Mr. and Mrs. 
Schauss, William. 
Stenhouse, Mr. R. 
Sargent, F. C, art dramatic. 
Sayre, Dr. Louis A. 
Shurmen, Mrs. W. 
Schwarz, Mrs. J. 
Seckels, Emma C. 
Seman, Mrs. John G. 
Storer, Jessie M. 
Southwarth, Mrs. A. F. 
Salman, Mrs. Lucy M. 
Saridge, Agnes Coleman. 
Story, Mrs. S. 

Storkweather, Chauncey E. 
Sypher, JVIrs. O. L. 
Stegman, Henry M. 
Stiner, Emma R. 
Scott, Miss Gibson. 
Skinner, Mrs. L. M. 
Saulaman, Edin. 
Semmes, Miss Grâce. 
Schroeter, Mrs. 

Southwick, F. Tomsonce, School Exp. 
Swartwout, Dr. von. 
Story. 

Sheppard, Mrs. W. A. 
Salvador, Baron and Baroness. ' 
Stein, Mrs. Edward. 
Smith, Catherine. 
Stern, Louis. 
Sterling, Agnes. 
Schulken, Sophie. 
Salisburg, Joannette von. 
Scribner, Arthur H., Scribner's Maga- 
zine. 
Speiuden, William. 
Strakosh, Mrs. Max. 
Shayne, E. C. and Mrs. W. 
Scott, E. M. 
Stepman, Henry M. 
Swell, Henry B. 
Seymour, Mrs. Francis. 
Strong, Wm., mayor of New York City. 
Strong, Elizabeth. 
Smith, Geo. W. 
Tack, Augustine Vincent. 
Terry, Mme. Ellen. 
Traks, Mary Chumar. 
Tiffany, C. L. 
TJpton, Mrs. 
Trask, Théo. F. 
Townsend, Robt. 
Townsend, Rev. A. D. S. 
Tousey, John M. 
Thomas, M. Ix)uise. 
Theridertwark, Charles Herman, 
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Taintor, Mrs. J. E. 
Tay lor, Mr. et Mrs. Glenn. 
Taylor, Miss. 
Tltherington, Richard II. 
Touson, Mrs. John, 
l'omkins, Rev. Geo. 
Tewksbury, Mrs. J. A. 
Toinpson, Mrs. Alice A. 
Teed, Arthur, 
l'ufts, M. H. A. 
Underhill, Gertrude Colden. 
X'pjohn, R. M. 
Tan Zaïidt, Ada. 
Vanchers, Mrs. J. 
Von Inten, F. 
Tail, Cornelia. 
Vantine, A. A., & Co. 
Tan Arsdale, W., LL. D. 
Yassar, C. M. 
Tan Hoose, Ellison. 
Yan Salisbury, Jenette E. 
Van Swarthout. 
Vriidenburghs, S. 
Tingut, Mrs. Georges T. 
West, Mrs. Chas. H. 
TV'allace, Mrs. J. 
Woodfin, Mrs. J. W. 

Webb, Alex. S. 

T\'right, Laura M. 

White, Seth. 

Warren, Whitney, architect. 

Wilhelm, R.» photographer. 

Wright, C. J. 

Wietham, May Joséphine. 

Whire, M. I., architect. 

Whltfield, Miss. 

Williamson, Mande R. 

Wood, Alice L. H. 

Witt, Elizabeth de. 

Watts, Annie L. 

Wood, Thomas H. 

Warner, O. L. 

Wood, E. C. 

Wright, Mrs. 

Wright, Laura M. D. 

Whittemore, E. M. 

Wbittemore, Sidney. 

S. Doc. 167, 58-3 11 



Wright, Mrs. C. J. 

Werringthry, Anna. 

Winthrop, Buchanan. 

Woodfort, Edward. 

Wilson, Edgar T. 

Warren, Mrs. E. Walpole. 

AVard, J. Q. 

Waling, Ludovic. 

Whitlock, Miss. 

Whackim, Miss. 

Wood, Mrs. and Miss. 

Waibyfelder, Alice. 

Wells, Mr. T. A. 

Wincler, A. II. 

Wilcox, Fordine P. 

Willcox, G. M. 

Mard, Edgar M. 

Widmeyer, Mr. 

Weber, Albert J. 

Watson, II. 

White, Clarence B. 

Wheeler, E. P. 

Withington, Mrs. Caro Lloyd. 

Warren, Miss Mary. 

Wickhan, Mrs. Kendal. 

Zogbaum, Rufus Fairchild. 

Yong, Mrs. Edward Lee. 

The Max Williams Company, J. H. 

Jordan, treasurer. 
Wayward, Mrs. R. L. 
Woodward, H. R. 
Wyes, Mrs. 

Vail, C. Van Rensselaer. 
Friedenburg, D. 
Fleishman, J. 
Casson, J. P. 
Youmans, Ephraim M. 
Augustine, F. 
George, Charles H. 
Si mes, Airs. 
'1 heodore, Stanton. 
Forget. A., genei*al agent of the Trans- 

atlantic French Line. 
Garber, Dorris. 
W. Windham, British consul-general to 

Spain. 
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Une bénédiction pour TAuiérique. 

lK)uise Massenet 

Jean de Reszké. 

Edouard de Reszké. 

Willy Shultz. 

Guy d'Ardelot. 

Léon Bourgeois, O. 

Durand Ruel. 

Andaœ Truvie, J. R. C. 

Madame Billing Sere. 

Baron et Baronne de TEplee. 

Baron SeilliOre. 

Lydia R. Hinsdale. 

Mrs. A. Keiner. 

Mrs. Emmeline Kinney. 

James G. Hanoud. 

A. Cruoneau. 

Baron Ilottinguer. 

Comtesse Soltyk. 

Paul M. Rlera Sen. 

James J. Burrows. 

M. V. de Merems. 

Mrs. A.-N. Champlin. 

Tlie Misses Wylds. 

Ancedia D. Kalpêre. 

Edward B. Drew. 

Cîom. I. M. G. Customs Chiia. ctiargé 

d'affaires to viceroy of China while 

in America. 
Louis de Morsier. 
P. Naville, administrateur de la Banque 

impériale ottomane. 



Docteur Henri Lefèvre. 

l'rancis Viele Griffin, Franco- American 
poet. 

Léon Jancey, du Théfttre national de 
rOdéon. 

Paul Rognon. 

Faure, de l'Opéra. 

Jules Claretie, C, administrateur de la 
Comédie-Française. 

Mrs. L. B. Japb. 

Miss Ri vers. 

Gordon Batchelor. 

J. H. Richardson. 

A. Mercier, Statuaire, membre de l'In- 
stitut. 

Ferdinand Gueldry. 

Docteur Gododichzel. 

Cb. Herman de Hundenuak. 

H. Perrault. 

Paul Bogelot, avocat. 

G. Bogelot, avocat à la Cour d'appel 

Edmond Scburé. 

Mathilde Scburé. 

Ludovic de Calecy. 

M. L. Gagner. 

(I. Bonet-Maury. 

Henri Bernesteil. 

A. Saudon. 

Comtessse Batowska. 

C. de Grandval. 
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Setting forth the continued interest of the public and the évidence 
of the French authorities of the good will and readiness to act in be- 
half of the benefaction. The o^r of ground stands good, as it did 
when the late Président McKinley accepted the maps of the fourteen 
sites to sélect f rom. 

INCORPORATOBS' RESOLUTIONS FOR FUTURE WORK, APRIL, 1909. 

The founder is instructed to visit Washington to meet Président Taft and sub- 
mit to him the basic work of the institute, and urge his recommendatlon .of the 
b^iefaction in his message to Congress, Decèmber, 1909. That as chief of the 
executive branch of government he cooperate with the State Department to 
secure favorable action of Congress to accept the gift of France to the United 
States, as set forth in Senate Documents 167 and 3f 8. 

Also set forth the fact that a précèdent exists and the privilège established 
when real estate was accepted by the United States government in 1884 from 
Siam, and what has been done once may be repeated. 

Also urge that the matter be expedited — that delà y of ten years has deprived 
students of our country of a just right long expected and due talent — the great- 
est glft of a people — and to foster it is not only a duty, but it is the wealth of a 
nation. 

The enterprise is neither " private nor commercial," and from the date when 
instituted has been corporate, and since 1900 be^ under the eye of the State 
Department. (See Senate Documents 167 and 318; also action at the date of 
the Paris Exposition regarding United States building, with officiai documents 
that will stand the test of law and time.) 

Incorporators submit as basis of pétition the following: 

[S. 6641, Sixtieth Congress, flrst session, Report No. 1781.] 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

AN ACT TO incorporate the American National Institute (Prix de Paris) at Paris, France. 

Be it enacted fty. the Senate and House of Représentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That Chauncey M. Depew, Thomas 
Hunter, Count von Daur, John D. Crimmîns, Thomas Hastings, J. Clarence 
Goodrich, Charles P. Gardiner, Candace Wheeler, Levi P. Morton, Mary R. 
Callender, Caroline de Forest, John M. Cerrere, Frederick Smedley, Sarah E. 
Henderson, Sarah E. Buckbee, Mrs. Janviere La Duc, and Matilda Smedley, ail 
of the City of New York, State of New York ; Mrs. Flora Adams Darling, Wash- 
ington, D. C. ; Phoebe Hearst, State of California; and Joshua L. Chamber- 
lain, State of Maine ; and Henry Vignaud, of Paris, France, their asociates and 
successors, are hereby created a body corporate and politic in the District of 
Columbia, by the name of the American National Institute in Paris, France, 
with the right to implead and be impleaded, to adopt a constitution, by-laws, 
and corporate seal. The objects of this corporation are to construct a build- 
ing in said city of Paris, and there to provide favorable conditions of sur- 
roundings and direction for American students, to be admitted under proper 
certificates of examination of fitness by compétition, and to facilitate their 
studies and retaining in the arts and sciences, including architecture, sculpture, 
painting, applied design, music, dramatic art, literature, languages, scientific 
instruction, and research. 

Sec. 2. That said corporation is hereby empowered to acquire property, both 
real and Personal, by deed, lease, devise, subscription, purchase, gift, or by any 
other lawf ul means, in the United .States and in France ; and to take over, hold. 
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and administer ail the property of the American National Institute (Prix de 
Paris), a corporation heretofore incorporated under the laws of the State of 
New York, including ail its scholarships, subscriptions, bequests, gifts, and 
pledges, and ground conceded by the municipality of the city of Paris, France, 
seal and emblem. 

Sec. 3. That the incorporators shall hâve power to add to their number and to 
flll any vacancy which may occur therein by reason of death, résignation, or 
disability. 

Sec 4. That the corporation shall détermine the times and places of its 
meetings, and shall détermine the number, tenure, duties, and salaries of the 
officers, committees, and agents of the corporation. 

Sec. 5. That said corporation or board of régents may send each year to the 
Library of Congress, or such place as may be decided upon, subject to the ap- 
proval of the Joint Committee on the Library of the two Houses of Ctongress, 
such Works of the students of the institute, other than portraits, as may be 
agreed upon between the jurors of the American National Institute and the 
board of régents as suitable for préservation and exhibition. 

Sec. 6. That ail glfts and bequests of money to the Inetltute, unless otherwise 
directed by the donor, shall be Invested in United States or other safe bonds, 
so far as may be consistent wlth the conditions of such glfts and bequests. 

Sec. 7. That any scholarshlp donated or bequeathed shall be applied to that 
branch of éducation speclfied by the donor. 

Passed the Senate May 15, 1908. 

Attest: Charles G. Bennett, Secretary, 

By II. M. Rose, Assistant Secretary, 




Pétition of Incobpobatobs to the Govebnobs of the United States of 

Amebica. 

We, the incorporators of the American National Institute (Prix de Paris) 
earnestly pétition the governors of the several States to recommend législative 
action and secure state scholarships based on compétitive examinations for 
educational advancement set forth in object and aims, and that each State 
shall cooperate wlth the General Government to carry ont the plans on the 
following approved basis: 

That each State through its législature shall appropriate a f und for a scholar- 
shlp and that the interest thereon shall provide for a state pupll a term of four 
years, at the rate of $1,200 per annum, this amount to include eyery expense at 
the American National Institute in the clty of Paris under the auspices of the 
State and thus provide an American home for United States pupils under our 
own flag and amld the hlghest class environments of culture. 

Further, that each state governor shall authorlze the state board of éduca- 
tion to sélect the student and to whom reports of the same may be made. Also 
to interest patriotic societies and philanthropie individuals to aid ways and 
means to provide for scholarships upon the same basls, and that any and ail 
funds to ald and advance the work shall be placed under the control of the 
governors of the several States and in coopération wlth the General Government 
of the United States as set forth by Congress in Document No. 167 ; also recom- 
mended by the late Président McKinley in his message to Congress, 1899, here- 
with submitted ; also the late John Hay. 



Objects and Aims. 

The " Prize of Paris " consists of three years' scholarship, including ail living 
expenses, and will be awarded upon compétition. Its aim is to provide lessons 
from the gréa test masters of France for such students as shall hâve most dls- 
tinguished themselves at home. The working of the institute will be insured by 
a scholarship fund, either by private subscription or by the States of the Union, 
as may be legislated for by the States. Where it will be found to the advantage 
of country and student, a supplementary year will be added for travel and 
research to facilitate the studles and training in the arts and sciences, including 
architecture, sculpture, painting, applied design, music, dramatic art, literature, 
Janguagea, scientWc instruction, and research. 
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LB^BOM THK LATE rïïrnTTrTTl "Tll ' Tl 1 1 FT TTY^ri iV ^NTIAT. MESSAGE TO jgQflflJMIMM| ^ff'fl J^ 

STATE WOBK. 

The value of united interest of the several States is appreclated, and the 
incorporators urge that each State shall cooperate with the General Gk)vem- 
ment to carry ont the foUowing approved basis: . 

That each State, through its législature, shall appropriate a scholarship fund, 
and that the interest thereon shall provide for a state pupil a term of four 
years at the rate of $1,200 per annum, this amount to include every expense at 
the American National Institute, in the city of Paris, under the auspices of the 
State^ and thus provide an American home for United States pupils amid the 
highest elass environments of culture and under our own flag. 

Flirtlier, that each state governor shall authorize the state board of éduca- 
tion to appoint the student, and to that board reports of the same may be made 
annually by the national board of directors of the American National Institute. 
State students, under supervision of state authority, officially recognized as pro- 
tégés, will do crédit to their " home and country." 

Further, the founder and incorix>rators urge patriotic societies to contribute 
scholarships in memory of our French allies, and it is believed philanthropie 
indlviduals will through gifts and bequests establish scholarships upon the basis 
of state work. Students thus selected to be accedited to a State, designated by 
sponsors, that each may act for the welfare of the whole and through coopéra- 
tion with the General Government make the American National Institute a 
benefaction and honor to a degree worthy the nation, and thereby place 
the American National Institute as an enduring mémorial to honor our country. 

Secondly, in considération of government patronage through annual appropria- 
tion by state législatures, that Congress shall hâve the privilège of appointing 
one student from each State, upon compétitive examination, and to ma intain 
art students sent to Paris for the same amount that is paid for the éducation of 
cadets at West Point and Annapolis académies. 

Third, that the United States Congress shall incorporate the American 
ï^ational Institute upon the gênerai Unes of the Smithsonian Institution, as 
snggested by the la te Sécréta ry of State, Hon. John Hay, and place the proposed 
benefaction under the control of the State Department, and that It be provided 
the United States ambassador to France shall at ail times stand as officiai head 
of the institute, as may be delegated by the State Department. 



CÎOMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, 

HousE OF Représentatives, 
Washington, D, C, April 7, 1908. 
Kight Rev. John Ireland, 

SU Paul, Minn, 

I>EAB Sir : I am in receipt of yours of the 22d instant. Miss Matilda Smed- 
ley called on me some time ago and presented your letter of introduction. I 
-wsia very much interested in Miss Smedley's description of the project in which 
she is engagea, and while it raises some very interesting questions, as I in- 
:formed Miss Smedley, there is nothing that Congress can do until the two 
Ck>vemments, through their respective foreign offices, reach an agreement re- 
gar ding the title to the property upon which the institution is to be located. 
IVhen this agreement is finally consummated it will then be transmitted to Con- 
gress by the Président, and then authority can be given to accept the donation 
or not, as Congress sees fit. The initial step, however, must be taken by the 
«xecutive department of the Government and not by the législative branch. 
Yours, very respectfully, 

J. A. Tawney. 



Committee on Appropriations, 

HousE OF Représentatives, 
Washington, D. 0., May 19, 1908. 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

164 West Forty-seventh Street, New York, N, Y, 

My dkab Miss Smedley : I am in receipt of your letter of the 18th instant 
calllng attention to the fact that your bill has passed the Senate. I do not 
know to what committee it was referred in l\ie How«fè, \ ^x^ajwsùfe, X^ss^N^^^st^ 
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that it was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. I wîll make 
inquiry, and when I ascertain I will advise you. In any event there is no possi- 
bility of the bill receiving considération at this session. Congress will adjoum 
the last of this week, and the time between now and then will be so eompletely 
occupied in the considération of the supply bills and conférence reports that 
there will be no opi)ortunity for doing anything else. The bill, however, may 
be considered at the next session. 

Yours, very truly, J. A. Tawney. 



New York, December 12, 1903. 
Hon. S. W. McCall, 

Represçntative front Massachusetts, 

My Deae Sir: We, the incorporators of the American National Institute 
Prix de Paris, Paris, France, received the favorable report No. 1781 made by 
the Committee on the Library May 12, 1908 (inyour charge), and jointly de- 
sire to express oiir appréciative thanks for your active interest and Personal 
influence to aid the resuit; and while we realize the présent session is brief, 
the conditions are such we jointly urge your early endeavors to secure its 
passage at the earliest day, to close the matter, as now prepared, by placing 
the work in charge of the State Department of the United States. 

Thos. Hunter, Levi P. Morton, Mrs. Janvîeve Le Duc, Chauncey M. 
Depew, Matilda Smedley, John D. Crimmins, Louis C. Tiffany, 
Mary B. Callander, Caroline de Forest, Mrs. Flora Adams 
Darling, Thos. Ilastings, John M. Carrere, Gen. Joshua L. 
Chamberlain, incorporators. 

David Gregg (Bishop), Cardinal Gibbons, Archbishop Farley, How- 
ard Russell Butler, Cari Beckwith, Henri von Daur, Rev. Dr. 
Faunce, Rev. Dr. Van Dyke, Archbishop Ireland, Mr. Spooner, 
John Q. Adams, and others, indorsers. 



Degembeb 17, 1908. 
Président Roosevelt, 

Président of the United States: 

We, the incorporators. indorsers, and friends of the American National Insti- 
tute (Prix de Paris), herein pétition you to accept the site donated by France, In 
the City of Paris, on which to erect the proposed building that is regarded an 
absolute necessity by our people, and transmit the same to Congress as one of 
your last mémorable acts, for in accepting this remarkable gift, to advance our 
country educationally and aiding our talented scholars to a higher destiny, your 
ofiBcial seal would give great and extended satisfaction. 

State scholarships are assured and much interest is manifested in the early 
completion of the work, as set forth in Document 167, to make the American 
Institute a national benefaction. 

Herewith please notice the following autographic names of incorporato^ and 
indorsers already in the files of Congress: 

Yours, sincerely, John M. Carrere. 

John D. Crimmins. 

Mr. Théodore Roosevelt, Président of the United States; late Président 
McKinley; M. Emil Loubet, ex-President of France; M. A. Fallières, Président 
of France ; M. Jules Cambon, ex-ambassador ; M. Le Pine, préfecture de police^ 
représentative of France; M. De Selves, préfecture de police; M. Von Daur;. Mr. 
Geo. W. Breck; Mr. J. H. Lamport; Mr. Thomas Hunter, président normal col- 
lège ; Mr. John Morgan, D. D. ; Mr. W. H. Fance, D. D. ; Mr. Alexander Harri- 
son; Mr. Wm. M. Chase; Mr. Howard Russell Butler; Mr. Walter Damrosch; 
Hon. Elihu Root, Secretary of State; Mr. John Hay, late Secretary of State; 
late Senator Allison; Ambassador White; Henri Vignaud, first secretary United 
States embassy to Paris; Secretary Cox; Frank Mason, consul-general ; Hon. 
Bishop Potter ; Hon. Bishop Gréer ; Hon. Archbishop Ireland ; Hon. Archbishop 
Farley ; Cardinal Gibbons ; Rev. Dr. Burrell ; Mr. Henry Van Dyke, D. D. ; Hon. 
Seth Low, ex-president Columbia Collège; Mr. Levi P. Morton; Mr. Richard 
Watson Gilder ; John D. Crimmins ; John M. Carrere ; Matilda Smedley, founder- 
S'eaeraJ» 
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The White House, 
Washington^ December 18, 1908. 

Dear Madam : Your letter of the 12tli instant has been received, and in reply 
I beg to State that if the bill to which you refer cornes before the Président for 
officiai action it will hâve his careful considération. 

Very truly, yours, Wm. LiOeb, Jr., 

Secretary to the Président, 
Mrs. Flora Adam s Darling, 

1907 N Street NW., Washington, D. G. 



The White House, 
Washington, Fehruary 29, 1908. 

Dear Madam : Tour letter of the 28th instant has been received, and in reply 
I beg to State that the matter to which you refer is one you should take up with. 
the State Department. 

Very truly, yours, Wm. Loeb, Jr., 

Secretary to the Président. 
Marie Clinton Le Duc, 

10 West Fifty-fifth Street, New York, N. Y. 



In the Senate of the United States, April 5, 1909, Mr. Frye introduced the fol- 
lowing biU, which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: "A bill to incorporate the American National Institute (Prix de 
Paris) at Paris, France." [S. 1345, 61st Cong., Ist sess.] 



[Senate Report No. 647, Sixtieth Congress, first session.] 

Mr. Frye, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, submitted the following 
report, to accompany S. 6641: 

The Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was referred the bill (S. 6641) 
to incorporate the American National Institute (Prix de Paris) at Paris,. 
France, having considered the same, report it back without amendment. 

The following letters recite the history of similar bills in the Fifty-seventh. 
and Fifty-eighth Congresses and iddicate the cordial approval of the Depart- 
ment of State : 

Department of State, 

Washington, March 11, 1905. 

Sir : On January 22, 1904, a letter was addressed to the Président pro tempore 
of the Senate by the Acting Secretary of State (copy attached) in regard to the 
proposed incorporation of the American National Institute (Prix de Paris) at 
Paris. 

At that time a bill for this purpose which had been introduced as S. 7368 in 
the Fifty-seventh Congress, second session, and which had been passed by the 
Senate on February 28, 1903, had failed to obtain considération in the House of 
Représentatives. The department had previously expressed its interest in the 
measure in the terms quoted in the letter of January 22, 1904, and on this latter 
date took occasion to express the hope that the meritorîous project might be 
recognized by the passage of a similar measure during the Fifty-eighth Congress. 

The same thing took place in the Fifty-eighth Congress. A bill similar to the 
former one was introduced and was passed by the Senate April 18, 1904. (S. 
4594, 58th Cong., Ist sess.) It likewise failed to reçoive considération in the 
House of Représentatives and died with the close of the Fifty-eighth Congress 
on March 4, 1905. 

In the meantime the efforts of the incorporators of the American National In- 
stitute in Paris had obtained from the municipal ity of the city of Paris a definite 
gratuitous option of a désirable site facing the Champs de Mars upon which to 
establish the institute. That option by its terms expires December 2, 1905, and 
is otherwise accompanied by conditions not contemplated in the bill which had 
passed the Senate eight months before. 

It is represented to me that the incorporators of the institute propose to make 
further efforts with the municipality of Paris to obtain extension and necessary 
amendment of the option, and that the probability of their succeeding in this 
would be increased if the measure for the incorporation of the institute >îrec^ 
actually before the présent Fifty-ninth Congres». 
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In View of the interest beretofore shown in the project by tbis départaient, 
and taliing Into account tbe gênerons action of tbe municipality of Paris in 
offering to contribute a valuable site toward its realization, it seems not In- 
appropriate to apprise you of tbe purpose and désire of tbe incorpora tors to 
keep tbe project alive and to express a bope tbat some way may be found by 
wbicb tbis can be done. 

I bave tbe bonor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

John Hay. 
Hon. Charles W. Fairbanks, 

Président United States Senate, 



Department of State, 

Washingtonj January 22, 1904, 

Sir: I bave tbe bonor to submit berewitb a copy of a letter from Miss 
Matbilda Smedley, witb inclosures, lool^ing to tbe incorporation of tbe American 
National Institute (Prix de Paris) at Paris, France. 

A bill for tbis purpose (S. 7368) was passed by tbe Senate on February 28, 
1903, and I am iuformed was reported favorably to tbe House of Représenta- 
tives, wbere it failed of considération. 

In regard to tbis bill tbe Secretary of State, in a letter addressed to you, 
wrote : 

"Tbis department bas for a number of years taken mucb interest in tbe 
success of tbis movement, designed to establisb in Paris a national institute 
for tbe study of art wbicb will at tbe same time afford a borne for young 
American men and women students, surrounding tbem witb tbe wbolesome in- 
fluences and moral protection so désirable in a great capital. 

" By referring to Senate Document No. 398, Fifty-sixtb Congress, first ses- 
sion, you will find tbe purposes of tbe institute fully explained and a gratifying 
sbowing of tbe progress made toward its accomplisbment. It bas received 
tbe cordial support of tbe municipal administration of Paris, wbicb bas gen- 
erously offered a large and valuable site, on renewable lease, at a nominal 
ground rent of 1 franc per annum, for tbe construction of tbe buildings of 
tbe institute. Tbat document (No. 398) gives plots of tbe fourteen sites from 
wbicb to make sélection. 

" Wbile occupying temporary quarters during tbe past tbree years tbe in- 
stitute bas sbown its capacity for good, botb in its educational and in its 
moral sensé. It bas enlisted sympatby in France as well as in tbe United 
States and now bolds important donations of money and valuable works of 
art toward its establisbment and maintenance. A good working nucleus for 
tbe necessary collections of paintings, statuary, and books already exists. 
Once set on a practical footing, witb appropriate récognition of its cbaracter 
by tbe Govemments of tbe United States and of France, tbe rapid development 
and enlargement of its spbere of utility and protection may be expected witb 
confidence." 

It is sincerely boped tbat Ck)ngress during its présent session will recognize 
tbis meritorious project by tbe passage of a bill of tbe cbaracter inclosed. 
I bave tbe bonor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Alvey a. Adee, 
Acting Secretary, 
Hon. William P. Frye, 

Président pro tempore Uniteci States Senate, 

(Inclosures:) From Miss M. Smedley, December 18, 1903; January 21, 1904; 
Senate Document No. 160, Fifty-seventb Congress, second session; S. 7368, 
Fifty-seventb Congress, second session. 



[Senate Report No. 647, Sixtieth Congress, first session.] 

Mr. Frye, from tbe Committee on Foreign Relations, submitted the following 
report, to accompany S. 6641: 

Tbe Committee on Foreign Relations, to wbom was referred the bill (S. 6641) 
to incorpora te tbe American National Institute (Prix de Paris) at Paris, France, 
having eonsidered tbe same, report it back wlthout amendment. 
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This enterprise was origluated iu 1892 by Miss Matîlda Smedley, who has 
ever since devoted herself unceasingly to its promotion. The institute was in- 
corporated under the laws of the State of New York In 1895, and the work bas 
been carried on as well as possible wltb the limited means at its disposai. 
During three years of this time a so-called *' prelimiuary bouse " was leased 
and operated in a manner which demonstrated the great good which might 
be accomplished with a siiltable building, prgperly supported. Gifts amounting 
to more than $150,000 bave been received, and it is believed that with a national 
charter and a fixed site, such as bas been offered by the French Government, 
the institute will be generously maintained by Americans at home and abroad. 

The exodus of thousands of our young art students to Europe, and especially 
to Paris, the center of activity in this branch of learning, if it can not be 
stemmed, may at least be modified and directed with great benefit by such an 
Institution. 

This Institute, through its well-planned organization, bas for its object to 
guide and direct the student in that great city. The beneficiaries are to be 
selected by compétitive examinations in each State, a free scholarship for three 
years being awarded to the best students. Thèse will be called " prize students " 
or " pensionnaires du Prix de Paris," as the French call thelr lauréate students 
of the Prix de Rome at the A'illa Medicis In that clty. The fortunate prlze 
wînners will recelve ail the benefits of this organization In an Institution under 
American control, but cordlally alded by French artlsts of renown. 

After the three years' study In Paris a compétition will be entered into for 
one-year supplementary scholarshlps, involving travel to otber art centers of 
Europe, accordlng to the demonstrated aptitude of the student. 

The institution Is not deslgned to encourage students of art Indlscrlmlnately 
to flock to Paris. On the contrary, It Is proposod to limlt this exodus, so far 
as may be, to those demonstrating exceptloual aptitude. 

That the institute wlU not lack for support Is Indlcatod by a llst of more than 
800 names, including many of national réputation and abundant means, who 
hâve expressed thelr Interest In the project. 

Scholarshlps bave already been pledged as follows : 

Mrs. Walden-Pell $10,000 

Mrs. James Jackson 10,000 

Mrs. Frank Leslle 5,000 

The Baroness Zedwltz 500 

Cerfkinly there can be no reasonable objection to Congress, in vlew of the 
gênerons action on the part of the French Government, grantlng such an In- 
stitution the deslred charter. 

Ail documents heretofore prlnted are coUated In Senate Documents 1G7 and 
378, Fifty-eighth Congress, third session. 

The commlttee recommends that the blll do pass. 



[House Report No. 1781, Slxtieth Congress, flrst session.] 

Mr. McCall, from the Commlttee on the Llbrary, submitted the following 
report, to accompany S. 6641 : 

The Commlttee on the Llbrary, having had under considération the blll (S. 
6641) to Incorpora te the American National Institute (Prix de Paris) at Paris, 
France, report the same back wlthout amendment. 

The object of the blll, which bas been favorably acted upon by the Senate, Is 
to secure an Improvement of conditions under which American students may 
study arts and sciences in Paris. 

The commlttee recommend that the blll do pass. 



Fbom THE Late Président McKinley's Message to Conobess, 1899. 

The United States Goverament building Is approaching completion, and no 
effort will be spared to make it worthy, in beauty of architectural plan and in 
completeness of dlsplay, to represent our nation. It has been suggested that a 
permanent building of slmllar or appropriate design be erected on a convenlent 
site, already glven by the munlcipality, near the exposition grounds, to serve in 
commémoration of the part taken by this country in this great entenjrlsft.^ «a 
an American National Institute, for our countrymeû. T^«0T\.\xi%\.Q'Ç^xVa»\s2ft ^s».^ 
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Department of State, 

Washington^ March 31, 1904- 
Hon. William P. Fbye, 

Président pro tem, United States Sénat e. 

Dear Mb. Senatob: I am very glad to leam by your letter of the 29th that 
the success of the measiire for incorporating the American National Institute 
at Paris seenis to be assured. 

The subject has interested me very much. It seems to me not a mère experi- 
ment, but to rest already on practical foundations and with good prospect of 
further development, so as to be of great aid to the American art student, as 
well as most creditable to our national rei)utation for enterprise in useful 
and effective directions. 

The signal gencrosity of the municipality of Paris in offering a valuable site 
for this institution "building deservcs national récognition on our part in sotne 
suhstantial shape. The érection of a tasteful building, tvithout loss of time, 
tcould be the most effective way of meeting the just cxpectations of the munici- 
pality. As soon as the resolution of incorporation becomes law, I shall send 
certified copy thereof to our ambassador at Paris and direct him to comm,uni- 
cate it to the French Government and to Icnd his aid toward the final arrange- 
ments for taking over the site given by the city of Paris, 
I am, my dear Mr. Frye, very faithfully, yours, 

John Hay. 



Committee on the Libbabt, 
HousE OF Représentatives, United States, 

Washington, D. C, April 20, 1904* 
Hon. John Hay, 

Secretary of State, Washington, 

Sir: I inclose herewith a copy of S. 4594, to incorporate the American Na- 
tional Institnte (Prix de Paris) at Paris, France. 

This bill passed the Senate on the 18th instant and has been sent to the 
House of Représentatives and referred to the Committee on the Library for 
considération. 

I note by the accompanying reports that the State Department has taben an 
active interest in the subject covered by this bill, and I should lilie to be advised 
if, in your judgment, thore seems to be any spécial reason why this bill should 
pass the House of Représentatives at this session. I should be pleased to re- 
ceive any observations or suggestions v^hich you may deem proper to présent. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

J. T. McCleary, 
Chairman of the Committee on the Library. 



State Department, 
Washington, D. C, AprU 21, 1904* 
Hon. James T. McCleary, M. C, 

Chairman Committee on the Library, 

House of Représentatives, 

Sir : I am pleased to leam by your letter of yesterday that the bill incor- 
porating an American national institute at Paris has passed the Senate and 
been referred by the House of Représentatives to your committee for consid- 
ération. I note your suggestion that you would be glad to receive any obser- 
vations froui this department on the bill and your inquiry whether, in my 
.indgnient, there is any spécial reason why it should pass the House of Repré- 
sentatives at this session. 

This department has indorsed the movement for the incorporation of a na- 
tional American institute at Paris and has favorably commended the project to 
the attention of Congress. In a letter to the Président pro tempore of the 
Senate, dated February 28, 1903, it was said: 

*' This department has for a number of years taken much interest in the 
success of this movement, designed to establish in Paris a national institute for 
the study of art, which will at the same time afford a home for young American 
men and women students, surrounding them with the wholesome influences and 
wora] protection so désirable in a great capital. * ♦ * 
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"Once set on a praetical footing, with appropriate récognition of Its cbar- 
acter by the Govemments of the United States and of France, the rapid devel- 
opment and enlargement of its sphère of utility and protection may be expected 
with confidence." 

And in a later communication, dated January 23, 1904, to Senator Frye, the 
department said: 

" It is sincerely hoped that Congress durîng its présent session will recog- 
nize this meritorious project by the passage of a bill of the character of the 
inclosed" 

Four years bave elapsed since the gênerons offer by the municipality of 
Paris of a valuable site for the institute building in the heart of the city. 
Favorable action on the pending measure, without further delay, would seem 
but a just récognition by this Government of the exceptionally gracions and 
disinterested act of the French municipality. 

I bave the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, John Hay. 



Pabis, Januaby 9, 1900. 
Mr. William McKinley, 

Président of the United States, 

YouB Excellency : I bave the honor to inform Your Excellency of the success 
which bas crowned the effort to found and establish the American National 
Institute (Prix de Paris) on the same principles as the Academy of France at 
Rome and Athens. 

We were eucouraged by private assurance and the many friends at Washing- 
ton familiar with the project that the request expressed in our pétition ad- 
tlressed to Your Excellency would be granted in due time, and we therefore 
tried to overcome every obstacle which might interfère with the realization of 
our aspiration. 

We are happy to say that we bave solved a point of the highest importance, 
by the concession of ground from the municipal council of Paris upon which to 
erect the institute, thereby overcoming the difficulty of our Government acquir- 
ing real esta te in a foreign country. This act on the part of France is quite 
nnprecedented ; no similar privilège bas ever been granted a foreign nation. To 
obtain such favorable results from the représentatives of the city of Paris is 
loyal testimony of good will, generosity, and friendship. 

I am convinced that the gracious words in our President's message, of De- 
cember 5, to Congress in relation to the American National Institute tended to 
strengthen and solidify thèse sentiments. It was in the most gracious and 
opportune manner that Your Excellency spoke of the establishment in Paris 
of the American National Institute as a commémoration of the part taken by 
the United States in the great enterprise of the World's Exposition of 1900, 
and we are most thankful for your kindness, and the crowning resuit will be the 
best proof of the effectiveness of this assurance. 

The highest attributes and policy of a great nation are to be libéral and 
munificent, to be free with ber awards, splendid in her establishments, and 
grand in her public works. Wberever the standard of culture in the fine arts 
is most highly éleva ted we receive the respect of the whole civilized world. 

Another proof of the most éloquent nature is the multitude of signatures of 
the most distinguished men of France in the literary, artistic, and scientific 
world, to a resolution which Miss Smedley,"tbe founder and director of the 
American National Institute, will bave the honor to présent personally to 
Your Excellency upon her early arrivai in Washington. 

A bouse bas been rented in the most central location of Paris, 50 Avenue 
d'Iéna, Place des Etats-Unis, to be used for the preliminary and administrative 
work of the institute; also to receive and place gifts, such as statuary, books, 
pictures, and objects of art donated ta the institute, as well as to receive 
students who bave been provided with private scholarsbips. 

It was planned to inaugurate this bouse January 1, 1900, but on account of 
the death of our respect ed honorary président, Mrs. Walden-Pell, the inaugura- 
tion was postponed. Mrs. Walden-PeU's knowledge of the requirements of 
American students pursuing their studies abroad prompted her to become a 
friend and patron of the work. Last year she gave a scholarship of $10,000 to 
the institute, to be known as the Walden-Pell Scholarship for Music, to be 
under the control of Miss Smedley. In récognition of this noble donation to 
the institute we recommended her to Mr. G. Leigues, the minister of public 
instruction, who thereupon decorated her as an " officer d'Académie.* 
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The American National Institute is daily recel ving glfts and assurances of 
support and protection from ail directions. Mrs. James Jackson, a noble- 
minded American lady residing In Paris, has also glven a scholarshlp of 
$10,000, founded the llbrary of the Institute, and bas recently donated a bust 
of Christ in marble by the American sculptor. flzekiel, at Rome. 

One of the récent literary publications of the learned Cardinal Rampolla has 
been sent to Miss Smedley by the cardinal himself, constltutlng a testimony of 
high appréciation from the Vatican. 

Durlng our travels in Italy last summer, where we studied the condition of 
schools and académies to acquire a knowledge which would asslst us In dlrectlng 
American students of the institute at Paris, we vlslted the art centers of Rome 
and Venlce and put ourselves In communication wlth the great masters and 
dlrectors of art institutions, recelvlng everywhere an assurance of cordial 
collaboration In ail works teudiug to advance the interest of American students. 

Whlle In Venlce I had the houor to Introduce Miss Smedley to Commendatore 
Barozzi, dlrector of the Royal Muséums, who gave her as a token of his 
acknowledgment of the work a most valuable collection of 27 héliogravures, 
reproductions of the frescoes by Paolo Veronese. Thèse reproductions can not 
be obtained through commerce, and are a most valuable gift to the institute. 

At Rome we hâve studied the académies and art establishments of other 
nations in this city ; hâve had interviews wlth the respective dlrectors ; among 
others an Interview wlth Dr. Guldo Baccelll, mlnlster of public instruction and 
dlrector of archseology, who expressed himself In the hlghest terms by saying 
that he wlshed It mlght hâve been the good fortune of Rome to possess such an 
institute instead of Paris. 

We are proud of such testlmonlals, and the reallzatlon of thls work wlll be 
the crownlng monuments of a noble woman's llfe dream and seven long years of 
tireless effort. 

When I first vlslted the United States in 1890, I recognized the great qualities 
and possibilities of that glorious country, and upon studylng the Constitution 
and Déclaration of Independence I was seized wlth a désire to become a citizen 
and did not hesitate to make my first déclaration In the splrlt of the historical 
motto of America, "Unité or die." I was proud when the final day arrived and 
I recelved the document whlch made me an American citizen, and for the last 
three years I hâve devoted my expérience and knowledge of Europe to further 
the development and extension of the fine arts In America, and Jolned wlth 
enthusiasm in Miss Smedley's great work of founding the American National 
Institute. 

I hâve recognized the talent possessed by young American students, and what 
a great blesslng it would be if they could possess in Europe an academy where 
they could reach the standard of art of the nations of the Old World. Paris is 
to-day the center of activity in art, but, as the famous explorer of Egypt, Cham- 
pollion, once said, " Wlthout Egypt Greece could never hâve become a classical 
country In fine arts," and It was In the same splrlt that France centuries ago 
founded an academy In Rome. It Is her example we hâve followed, hoping to 
attain the same glorious results. 

Wlth the assurance of my hlghest respect, I bave the honor to remain, 
Your excellency's most obedient servant, 

Henbi von Daus, 
Secretary-Oeneral, Po/ris» 
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Skillful Industbial Art. 

how a small nation continues as a great wealth producer. 

Oonsul-General Frank H. Mason, in the following îetter from Paris, dis- 
cusses the underlying reasons why France excels in the production and sale 
abroad of such a wide range of manufactured goods: 

"the necessitt of SPECIALIZED FJ)UCATI0N. 

" In View of the eager and growing demand for the higher, more artistie forms 
of manufactured merchandise, not only throughout the United States, but 
in other countries whose trade our exporters are seeking to obtain, the ques- 
tion may be fairly asked whether the time has not come to consider seriously 
the further development of some of the higher forms of manufacture in 
whlch artlstlc handlcraft, the trained skill of the speclally educated workman, 
is the essential élément." 
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INDUSTBIAL EDUCATION. 
HOW SKILLED ARTISANS ABE MADE IN SPECIAL TRAINING SGHOOLS. 

CJonsul-General Mason believes it would be well for Americans to make a 
study of the System of industrial art éducation as developed and practlced 
in France. In tlie following report he describes those institutions located in 
Paris: 

" Leaving out of présent account the renowned School of Fine Arts (Ecole des 
Beaux Arts), at wliich so many of the painters, sculptors, architects, and 
engravers of France and other countries are educated and trained at the ex- 
pense of the state, the scope of this report concerns rather the strictly indus- 
triel art schools, where the future artisans, who are to continue the high 
traditions of artistic manufacture, are educated and prepared for their work. 
The principal institutions of this class in Paris are as follows : 

" The Oermain Pilon School is located in a quarter mainly inhabited by small 
manufacturers and their workmen, and receives only day pupils. The normal 
âge of admission is 14 years, but boys of exceptional ability may be admitted 
when a year younger, provided they hâve obtained a * certiflcate of elementary 
studies ' at a communal school. There is no formai entrance examina tion, 
but the candidate is required to exécute a geometrlcal drawing to demon- 
strate his artistic aptitude, and write a short composition to show his schol- 
arship and gênerai intelligence. The course of instruction fills three years 
and is thus divided: 

" First year : Geometry, décoration, architecture, water color, sepia, and 
black and white drawing, and modeling. Second year: Perspective, anatomy 
and geometrical drawing in sepia, ornamental designs for braids and trim- 
mlngs, designs for furniture, the history of modem art, modeling and molding. 
Third year: The same as second year, with the addition of décorative com- 
position and study of standard styles of art. 

" Graduâtes on leaving the school generally enter the workshops of some of 
the great furniture makers and decorators of Paris and the provinces, where 
they earn at first about $20 per month, but they are always in demand and 
their promotion is certain and rapid. 

" The Bernard Palissy School, named after the great ceramic artist of the 
sixteenth century, may be considered a branch of the Germain Pilon School, 
already described, and is especially intended for the éducation of young men 
for certain industries, the designing and décoration of porcelain, designing 
of textile fabrics, carving and sculpture in wood, metals, and stone. Only 
pupils of French nationality are admitted. The candidate must be fully 13 
years of âge and réside in the department of the Seine, and must pass an 
entrance examination in reading, writing, history, and drawing. The course 
includes four years, during the first of whlch the pupils continue the ordinary 
studies of that âge: Grammer, geography, arithmetic, and history, as well 
as modeling, drawing flowers, lineal drawing, and ornamental designing. 
They are taken in classes to visit varions workshops and ateliers, where they 
watch the finished artisans at their work and choose each for himself what 
branch of industrial art he will follow. 

" In addition to the practical work in each division, the study of the three 
final years comprises décorative composition, drawing from plaster casts, the 
human figure, and ornaments, anatomy, modeling, perspective, the theory and 
history of art, and analysis of styles. There are at présent in this school 13 
masters and 132 pupils, divided as to choice of profession as follows : Twenty- 
five decorators, 20 designers of textile fabrics, 20 sculptors in wood, ivory, and 
stone, 16 porcelain painters, and 51 pupils in the first year who hâve not decided 
upon their spécial line of study. From this school come many of the leading 
décorative painters, textile designers, and artisan sculptors. 

" The cost of maintaining thèse two schools is about $22,000 per annum, and 
they tum out together about 60 graduâtes each year. Next in order, and a 
step lower in the scale of art industry, come two schools which are specially 
devoted to instruction in certain handicrafts pertaining to spécial industries. 
Thèse are: 

" Tfie Estienne School, in which are taught ail the arts connected with the 
production of books, viz, artistic typography, binding, engraving on wood, 
métal, and stone, photography, and photogravure. The school was named after 
a celebrated family of printers; the first of whom, Henri Estienne, was born 
in 1470, and founded an important printing and publishing house about 1502, 
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which was maintalned at the head and front of artistic publication in Paris 
for upward of 350 years. Api)licants for admission to tlie * École Estienne ' 
must be of French nationality, not less tban 13 nor more than 16 years of âge, 
and résident in tbe city or suburbs of Paris. If tbe pupil lives in one of tbe 
suburbs (ontside tbe fortifications), tbe commune to wbicb be belongs must 
guarnntee tbe payment of 200 francs ($38.60) annually. Candidates for 
admission must be able to write a dictation in Frencb, solve two problems in 
aritbmetic, and make a drawing from a plaster cast. 

" The Diderot Sehool was founded in 1872 for tbe purpose of teacbing ail 
processes connected witb tbe working of iron and wood. It receives only day 
pupils, wbo must be on entering from 13 to 15 years of âge, must pass au 
examiuation, wbicb includes an essay on a tecbnical subject, a problem in 
plain geometry, and a free-band drawing. Tbe course of study occupies three 
years, during tbe first and second of wbicb tbe pupils work under instructors 
from 8 a. m. to 6 p. m. Of tbis long day five and one-balf bours are spent 
in tbe worksbops and tbree bours in tbe class rooms, tbe remaining hours 
being given to extra study, meals, and exercise. Pupils of tbe tbird year 
spend seven and one-balf bours in tbe worksbops and only two in the class 
rooms. Tbere are in ail nine worksbops, in wbicb are taugbt and practiced the 
manufacture of instruments of précision, modeling, artistic forge work, tuming, 
electrical fittings, and sanitary plumbing. A pupil on entering .passes a few 
days in eacb worksbop, in order tbat be may sélect wbicb brancb be prefers. 
Wben be bas made bis cboice be enters tbat worksbop, and is placed between 
two otber boys — one of tbe second and one of tbe tbird year — and thus benetits 
by tbe expérience of bis two comrades. 

'*Twice a year eacb pupil Is'called upon to make some partlcular article, 
witbout receiving any advice or explanatlon as to bow it is to be made. Thèse 
productions are judged by a jury of manufacturers and workmen, and money 
prizes are given for tbe best bits of work. Tbe pupils often visit worksbops 
and large factories, wbere tbe différent processes of manufacture are explalned 
to tbem by tbeir professors. Tbe director of tbe scbool receives many applica- 
tions from manufacturers, and wben a boy leaves scbool he can usually go 
directly to a permanent and relatively well-paid situation. Thls scbool bas at 
présent 19 professors and masters and 326 pupils, wbo, in addition to the 
manual trades above cited, are taugbt Frencb grammar, history, geography, 
mecbanics, pbysics, chemistry, omamental drawing, and tbe éléments of book- 
keeping, tbe éducation wbicb will enable a workman to rise step by step to 
tbe position of director and manufacturer. 

. " OTHEB SCHOOLS. 

" Tbere are besides tbese tbe Dorian Scbool, founded by a private phllan- 
tbropist in 1871 to educate and train industrially tbe boys whose fathers had 
perisbed in tbe war, and tbe Alembert Scbool, at Montevrain, near Paris» 
wbere 100 boys are taugbt painting and fumiture making. 

" Finally, tbere is tbe Polytecbnic Association and otber organizations of a 
similar nature, wbicb bave a semiofflcial cbaracter, and are designed to com- 
plète tbe éducation of adult artisans wbo are occupled during the day. They 
hold evening classes at many of tbe scbools and lycées of Paris, in which nearly 
1,000 adult pupils receive instruction in drawing, décorative composition, de- 
signing, languages, and otber accomplisbments. For tbese courses the municipal 
authorities give free use of tbe scboolrooms, with llghting and heating, and a 
cash subsidy of $50,000 per annum. 

" A3T EDUCATION FOR GIBLS. 

" In ail tbe higher scbools and lycées for girls, art study and the training 
wbicb develops a correct, enligbtened taste is made an essential part of the 
course of study. Tbe pupils are taken by tbeir teacbers to visit muséums and 
picture galleries, so tbat tbe vast resources of tbe Louvre, the Luxembourg, the 
Cluny, and otber muséums become available as object lessons. 

" Besides tbese tbere are five industrial scbools, supported by the municipality, 
in wbicb girls are specially educated in dressmaking, the making and trimming 
of bats, glass and porcelain painting, tbe making of artiflcial flowers, em- 
broidery, and ail tbe vast range of délicate, dainty handiwork for womei, in the 
production of which Paris is unrivaled. 
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Thèse schools are located according to the character of the population in the 
adjacent quarters, the highest in this respect being the school for china, fan, 
miniature, and glass painting, water-color drawing, and enamel work. In thèse 
branches there are two schools, founded by a wealthy French woman, Madame 
Elise Lemonnier, for the higher art éducation and training of women. The two 
remaining schools were also established by private beneficence, but hâve been 
purchased and taken over by the municipality into the public-school System. 
When the schools were under private control the girl pupils paid a small tuition 
fee and could remain as long as they desired, but under municipal management 
ail the girls' industrial art schools are free and the course of study is limited to 
four years. 

" THE LESSON TO BE LEARNED FBOM FRANCE. 
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It is at this period in national development, when the American demand 
for the highest products of skilled and artistic workmanship has become insist- 
ent and ail but insatiable, that it is timely and interesting to ask what lessons 
France has to teach the United States, especially in the direction of industrial 
art encouragement and éducation. • 

" It is well known that, notwithstanding limited natural resources in respect 
to eoal, iron, and other metals, with not a pouud of cotton or petroleum pro- 
duced within her borders, with a stationary population and heavy burdens of 
public debt and national défense, France is oue of the most prospérons of 
nations. Paris, gorged with money, has become the banker of Continental 
Europe. The underlying sources of this prosperity can be summed up in a 
sentence, namely, a génial climate, a soil naturally fertile and kept to the 
highest point of production by intelligent, intensive cultivation; industry and 
frugality of living on the part of the working classes, and, above ail, the instinct 
of artistic taste, fostered and developed by éducation and governmental influ- 
ence, until it has become a national attribute. 

" It is this which enables French ateliers and workshops to tum out the 
choice products which defy the tarifif walls of other nations and make Paris the 
Mecca, not only of a vast multitude of cultivated amateurs, but of the mer- 
chants from foreign countries who deal in the choicest and most valuable forms 
of merchandise. 

** France is industrially prospérons because she commands the rarest and 
surest of assets — the œsthetic taste which créâtes models and standards for 
other peoples, and the consummate handicraft which multiplies in the product 
ten, twenty, or a hundred times the value of the material of which it is 
composed." 



Consul-General of THE United States of America. 

Dear Mr. Mason : We, the incorporators of the American National Instîtute 
(Prix de Paris), forward to you, through Miss Matilda Smedley, founder, and 
Mr. Henry von Daur, secretary-general, for your information, the two accom- 
panying volumes, published by the United States Senate, and also the record 
of the municipal council of Paris, hoping thereby to enlist your good ofllces, as 
far as consistent, on behalf of a proper récognition of the gift of ground as set 
forth in said record. 

The two volumes clearly set forth the purpose and scope of the institute. 

Your coopération will be very valuable to our cause on account of your thor- 
ough knowledge and appréciation of its necessity, your having lived in Europe 
so many years having given you expérience. 

You will be pleased to leam that the municipal council of Paris, by unani- 
mous vote of December 2, 1904, granted a valuable site of ground, selected from 
14 sites offered for choice, as set forth in Volume I, on which to erect a 
building to be known as the "American National Institute." The time for 
acceptance was limited to one year. Owing to the short session and the func- 
tions of the inauguration of our Président, Mr. Roosevelt, Congress failed to 
consider the subject. 

A pétition from the incorporators, accompanied by a letter from our ambassa- 
dor, Mr. McCormick, by request of the State Department, was, therefore, pre- 
sented on November 17 to the Président and members of the municipal council, 

S. Doc. 167, 58-3 ^12 
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askiiig for an extension of six months. After référence to the fourth commis- 
sion — arts and éducation — of which M. Roger Lambelin is a member, the péti- 
tion was taken into considération on November 25, 1905, and recelved an 
unanimous vote. Thèse six months will give ample time to secure the protec- 
tion of the United States Government, thereby creating a national institution 
on French ground, corresponding to the Villa Medecis for the French Prix de 
Kume. Only students who hâve gained a three years' scholarship, after com- 
pétition at home, will be admitted. 

In récognition of this valuable gift of ground, exempt from taxation, situated 
in one of the most beautiful parts of Paris (as set forth in the map of Vol. 
II), and also in récognition of the gifts of sculpture, paintings, books, and 
musical instruments from the best masters of France, we propose to solicit 
contributions for the founding of a scholarship fund, and ask you, as the 
rei)resentative of our country, to use your good offices, so far as consistent, in 
this behalf, thereby insuring the continued support of the institute. 

The existing relations of sympathy, friendship, and commercial enterprise 
between the .two great Republics warrant our solicitation. Wealth and pros^ 
perity are the charaoteristics of ail commerciaV* enterprise, and underlie the 
fine arts, science, and culture. 

Messrs. Carrere & Hastings, in coopération with the municipal architect of 
Paris, furnish the plan of the building gratis. 

We trust that in your many duties you may find time in which to give some 
thought to this benefaction. 

Yours, very resi)ectfully, Matilda Smedley. 

[Inclosure.] 

M. George Lamblin, municipal counsel and reporter: The work stands as an 
international question between the United States Government and the city of 
Paris, indorsed by the Government of France. 

M. Lé Pine, préfecture of police. Republic of France; M. De Selves 
préfecture of the Seine, président of the municipal council. 
Republic of France; Minister of Foreign Afifairs; Director of 
the Beaux Arts; M. Loubet, Président of the French Kepublic; 
M. Faillieres, Président of the French Republic. 



[From " The Unlversities of France," published by the Franco-American oommittee.] 

Mr. Raphaël George T^vy, prof essor at the Ecole des Sciences Politiques, was 
able to verify while traveling through the United States that the proposai of 
establishing doser relations between the two unlversities was everywhere most 
favorably received. On his return he published in the Revue Internationale 
de l'Enseignement of February, 1897, an article from which we extract the 
following passages : 

" In si)ite of the immense progress realized by America, in spite of the legiti- 
mate sentiment the Americans possess, and rightly possess, of their own Per- 
sonal worth, there is among them a gênerai and growing désire to draw their 
inspiration in the future, as in the past, from European sources, or to find at 
least in European teaching additional éléments of strength and knowledge. 

"Their professors hâve, generally speaking, one year's holiday in every 
seven years; this they often arrange to sr)end on the other side of the océan, 
where they recruit their strength by drinking at the old springs. As to the 
students, a certain number enter their names every year in the English, French, 
German, Austrian, or Italian unlversities. Not so, howevèr. It was not 
toward Berlin that the leaders of American thought tumed when, at the end 
of last century, she conquered her independence and commenced to organize her 
national life on a solid basis. 

" The nation which now occupies almost an entire continent, and which will 
doubtless ofifer to the twentieth century the spectacle of uninterrupted develop- 
ment, had then at her head men who knew France and who desired to borrow 
her treasures of literature and science to spread them amongst their own stu- 
dents. Thomas Jefferson, one of the most revered présidents of the United 
States, worked ceaselessly to bring about an intima te union between the minds 
of the two nations. 
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" When he was minister of the United States at Paris his dearest wish was 
to found an academy of arts and sciences at Richmond, in Virginia, yirhicli 
would hâve branches in Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York. It was with 
Quesnay de Beaurepaire, grandson of the great economist, that he studied this 
plan, which was stopped by the French Révolution before it arrived at ma- 
turity. Jefiferson did not, however, relinquish his idea of creating an intellect- 
ual center of which France would fumish the first éléments. On his return 
to his own country he remained in correspondence with Dupont de Nemours, 
who himself went to New York in 1800 and at once paid a visit to Jefiferson 
in Philadelphia. 

"In the conversations which took place between them they thoroughly dis- 
cussed the problem of higher éducation in the United States. Dupont de 
Nemours wrote in French a tract on L'Education Nationale aux Etats-Unis, 
in which he recommended the création of a university in Washington which 
would consist of four faculties — medicine, mines, mathematics, social science 
and législation. 

"A few years later a young Virginiau, Joseph Carrington Cabell, returned 
from Europe where, like Jefiferson, he had made Paris the center of his studies. 
He attended the lectures of Cuvier and other professors at the Collège de France, 
and at Montpellier had worked hard at natural science. In 1809 he became a 
member of the House of Représentatives and two years later of the Senate, 
where for twenty years he warmly defended Jeffersou's ideas on ail matters 
appertaining to éducation. When the latter wrote to him in 1815 to designate the 
men who appeared the most worthy to occupy chairs in the proposed university 
he gave the first place to Jean-Baptiste Say, who was theu thinking of crossing 
the océan, and to Destutt de Tracy, the celebrated ideologist. This is how 
Jefiferson justified his désire of givlng a large place to French ideas in every 
libéral éducation : * French is the ianguage generally employed in ail inter- 
national communications; it has received the sacred dei)osit of human science in 
a larger measure than any other idiom living or dead.' And he added : * There 
are only two nations in modem history whose march it is interesting for us 
to follow — France and England.' 

" That is what the most emineut men in America thought at the beginning of 
the century. Hâve their ideas changed in our day? And if so, is there any rea- 
son for that change? Thèse two questions are equally interesting to examine. 

" It is certain that if France still holds a preponderating place in the world 
of letters, arts, and sciences, she is no longer the only nation on whom the 
eyes of the scientific and political world are fixed. 

** Therefore France must hâve a singular force of attraction to retain this 
precious contingent. She owes this attraction to the splendor of her ancient 
and modem literature, to the grandeur of her scientific works, and, above ail, 
to those qualities of clearness and logic which are the finest appendage of her 
genius. 

'* The distiuguishing mark of the writings of our great thinkers, poets, his- 
torians, or philosophers, as well as mathematicians, physicians, chemists, and 
the arts, is that inexorable précision in the idea which allies itself to the i^er- 
fection of form giving to the reader or hearer an impression of complète 
harmony. If there is one place where thèse qualities are appreciated more than 
another it is in the chair of a university. 

"Youth is attracted, and rightly attracted, to those who présent the élé- 
ments of science and art with order and clearness, whose explanations dis- 
sipate ail haziness in the minds of their hearers, layiug before them not thé 
doubts and difficulties they passed through themselves before finding ont the 
truth, but the acquired results of the struggle, that certaiuty which gives rest 
to the intelligence and form a reliable starting point for the work and initiative 
of new générations. Thèse are the essentially French merits which are known 
and appreciated by the Americans. 

" Those motives which made Jefiferson désire so ardently doser relations be- 
tween the two countries are as strong as ever, and the marvelous progress 
which the United States hâve realized in certain respects renders the contact 
still more désirable. We hâve that love of perfection in ail things — artistic 
and literary tastes — which are marvelous adjuncts to what characterizes 
American genius, the spirit of enterprise and invention.' 
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DEPABTICENT OF STATE. 

Washington, April 12, 1905. 

My Deab Miss Smedley : I hâve your letter of the Gtli, expressing your inten- 
tion to call shortly to confer with me concerning the proposed communication 
to Ambassador McCormick in regard to the iustitute. 

Your suggestions were anticipated by a letter from Mr. Von Daur, received 
last Saturday, and at his suggestion a letter to Mr. McCormick has already 
been prepared. The ambassador is requested to use his good offices in any 
practical way, and I ani sending him a coi)y of. Mr. Hay's letter to the Senate, 
of March 11, as well as of the last Senate bill. 

I am, my dear Miss Smedley, very truly, yours, 

Alvey a. Adee. 

Miss Matilda Smedley, 

The lowa, Washington, D, C. 



Ambassade Américaine, 18 Avenue Kléber, 

Paris, le 10, novembre 1905, 

Monsieur le Président et Messieurs les Membres du Conseil Municipal de Paris, 

Monsieur le Président — Messieurs: J'ai l'honneur dé recommander à votre 
bon accueil la requête ci-jointe des Trustées (Administrateurs) de l'Institute 
National Américain, qui a déjà été l'objet de votre sollicitude et qui fait encore 
appel à votre sympathie bienveillante. 

Dans sa séance du 2 décembre 1904, le Conseil Municipal a concédé à l'Insti- 
tut un terrain, sur lequel doivent être élevées les constructions nécessaires à cet 
Institut, à la condition que ce don serait accepté dans le cours d'une année. 

Le projet de loi américain, incorporant l'Institut conformément aux termes 
de la législation des Etats-Unis, n'ayant pu être prise en considération à la 
dernière session du 58""® congrès, qui fut courte, a été de nouveau présenté et 
attend la décision du SO*"** congrès, dont la session régulière s'ouvre au com- 
mncement du mois de décembre. 

C'était le désir de l'éminent Secrétaire d'Etat de mon Gouvernement, feu Mr. 
John Hay, que cette ambassade accordât son concours moral à Mlle. Smedley, 
fondatrice de l'œuvre, pour réaliser la création de cet Institut, qui est destiné 
à faciliter si grandement les rapports des étudiants américains avec les maîtres 
français, et je viens en conséquence appuyer auprès de vous la demande des 
administrateurs de l'œuvre, d'une prolongation de six mois de la période 
fixée originairement pour l'acceptation de la concession. Le Congrès des 
Etats-Unis ne devant se réunir que le 5 décembre, il importe que cette proroga- 
tion soit accordée avant cette date, car autrement tous les efforts de ceux qui 
s'intéressent à la création de l'Institut seront perdus. 

Je n'ai pas besoin d'ajouter que comme toutes les personnalités émiuentes qui, 
tant en Amérique qu'en France, ont tenu à encourager la création d'un Prix de 
Taris à l'usage des Américains, je serais heureux de voir aboutir les démarches 
qui sont faites dans ce but et que je suis particulièrement reconnaissant au 
Conseil Municipal de Paris pour l'intérêt qu'il prend à cette utile création ainsi 
que pour la libéralité avec laquelle il concourt à sa réussite. 

Veuillex agréer, Monsieur le Président et Messieurs les Membres du Conseil 
Municipal, l'assurance de mes sentiments les plus distingués. 

Robert S. McCormick. 



[Secretary -General of National Institute, Paris.] 

American National Institute (Prix de Paris), 

24 Avenue de Saxe, 

Paris, January 26, 1906. 
Mr. Théodore Roosevelt, 

Président of the United States, 

Your Exceilency: It is with much pleasure we inclose the clipping of the 
cable dispatch announcing the fact that on January 10, 1906, the United States 
Senate passed the bill incorporating the American National Institute (Prix de 
Paris) ; also copies of letters of thanks to Mr. Emile Loubet, président of the 
French Republic, and Mr. Armand Fallieres, the president-elect. 
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The bîll clothes the instltute with authority to construct a building in Paris 
npon the ground donated by the municipal council of this city, which was pre- 
sented in 1899. The site selected is the one unanimously voted on December 2, 
1904, conditionally for one year, expiring December 2, 1905. 

But through the kind recommendation of the late and much regretted secre- 
tary of state, Mr. John Hay, the good offices of our présent ambassador, Mr. 
McCîormick, were asked to explain reason of the delay and to solicit the munic- 
ipality of Paris to add an amendment of further six months, ending June 2, 
1906, which was voted by that august body on November 25, 1905, hereby giving 
sufficient time for our Congress to act. 

The French Government, the University of Paris, the director of the Academy 
of Beaux Arts, e. c. v., hâve given us every facility for the perfect fulflllment of 
the high programme of the American National Instltute as set forth in Docu- 
ment No. 167 of the Fifty-eighth CJongress, second session, prlnted by order of 
the United States Senate. 

But what has given us the greatest satisfaction Is the indorsement and expres- 
sions of good will and sympathy over the signature of Président Emile I^oubet, 
January 17, and that of the presldent-elect, Mr. Armand Fallieres, January 21, 
in the book of incorporation of the American National Instltute, which has 
also recelved the honor of your signature, Mr. Président, on February 16, 1903. 

Such récognition and support of the président of France and the presldent- 
elect Is unprecedented, and carries wlth Its protection and sympathy the hlgh 
appréciation of our nation. 

I beg you, Mr. Président, to accept the assurance of our most dlstlngulshed 
and de voted sentiments. 

Henri von Daub, 
Delegate and Sccrctary-Gencral of 

The Atnerican Xational Jnstitutc, 

(Inclosures : ) Copy of letter of récognition to Président E. Loubet ; copy of let- 
ter of récognition to Président A. Fallieres; clipplng of New York Herald, 
January 12, 1906. 



[ Secretary-General of the American National Institute.] 

Amebican National Institute (Prix de Paris), 

24 Avenue de Saxe, Paris, March P, 1906, 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

Fovnder and Director of the American National Institute, 

Deab Madam : l take pleasure In forwardlng to you by to-day's mail, 
reglstered, to your New York address, two Important officiai papers which 
were sent to me by the courtesy of the prefect of the Seine, M. de Selves. I 
hâve had them legalized by the minister of foreign affalrs, also certified by the 
United States embassy, as you wlll notice by the signature of Mr. Vlgnaud, 
first secretary of our embassy and member of the committee of the American 
National Institute. (Accompanylng thèse papers you wlll find translation.) 

It glves me much satisfaction to send a most important letter, with transla- 
tion, from Mr. Pascal, which shows continued Interest in the work of this 
eminent architect. His letter shows that we can stlU dépend upon hls pro- 
tection. Mr. Pascal has in a former letter, dated September 6, 1904, given the 
programme for the plan of construction of the contemplated building of the Ameri- 
can National Institute (Prix de Paris) on the ground ofifered by the city of 
Paris and State of France. 

Mr. Pascal was unanimously elected président for the international com- 
pétition of the Phoebe A. Hearst architectural plan for the Berkeley University 
In Califomia. It was In this compétition that the talented French architect, 
Mr. E. Benard, won the first prlze of $10,000. 

Mr. Pascal was very pleased to read the letter of Mr. Carrere, dated July 
13, 1903. He is well acqualnted wlth the firm — Carrera & Hastlngs — and has a 
high opinion of thèse dlstlngulshed gentlemen, and that he wlll be glad to col- 
laborate wlth them In the organlzatlon of the plan of the building. 

Mr. Jouln, whom I mentloned In my former letter as belng introdueed by Mr. 
Vlgnaud, secretary of our embassy, was secretary-general for fifteen years of 
the E3cole des Beaux Arts. This interview was most interesting and satlsfao 
tory. Mr. Jouln is a very intellectual and hlghly cultured man. He gave me 
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two very interesting volumes. One the commémoration of the George Washing- 
ton bronze bust presented to the United States by a group of French citizens, 
the bust being a masterpiece of the famous French sculptor David d'Angers. 
(This fact is Itnown to you, as we were présent when the distinguished tYench 
ambassador, M. Jusserand, made the si)eech of présentation at the Capitol.) 
The second booklet is in memory of the présentation of the monument of 
Thomas Jefiferson, containing the speech of Mr. Henry Touin, biographer of the 
sculptor, David d'Angers, who was the sculptor of the statue of Thomas 
Jefferson, third Président of the United States, which stands in the Capitol of 
the United States. A replica of this statue was ofifered last year to the city 
of Angers, the city of this illustrious sculptor, David, by Mr. Jefferson M. Levy, 
a kinsuiau of this great American statesman and Président, and constant friend 
and admirer of France. 

Mr. Jefferson M. Levy came expressly last year to France for the purix)se 
of placing this statue in the Muséum David, erected in honor of this famous 
citizen. Mr. McCormick, United States ambassador, was présent at this in- 
auguration, which took place at Angers the 16th of September, 1905. 

(You no doubt know that Mr. Jefferson M. Levy has decided to offer a monu- 
ment of his great ancestor, Thomas Jefferson, to the city of New York. The 
work will be carried out by a French sculptor in Paris.) Let me quote from 
his inaugural speech at the présentation : 

"In presenting this statue to you I do so with sincère pleasure, and thank 
you for the opportunity that it gives me to express to you how we of Ajnerica 
love and honor France. We always hâve and always will look toward you as 
our friends who in the time of need offered and extended your hands and aid, 
and were the great cause of establishing our independence. 

"And it is more than appropria te that you, in the heart of France, should 
hâve a statue of the greatest statesman and philosopher of modem times. 
Jefferson was always the friend of France. When representing my country as 
ambassador to yours he was repeatedly called on by your convention, then in 
existence, to help in forming a new constitution for your country, and many of 
his suggestions were adopted that laid the foundation for your great Republic. 

" When, afterwards, as Secretary of State under General Washington, and 
again, when Président himself, he befriended the citizen who was your ambas- 
sador to the United States and aided France in many ways when at war with 
Great Britain." 

I am sure that Mr. Jefferson M. Levy, being such a warm friend and admirer 
of France and French art, will be glad to hear of the future realization of the 
American National Institute, Prix de Paris, and I urge you in the name of 
our committee to offer him to become a member of the council of honor and a 
member of our board of trustées, as well with transmitting to him the expres- 
sions of our respectful homage. 

Mr. Jefferson M. Levy's address is either New York or at his property at 
Monticello, Va., but, as having been a former Member of Congress at Wash- 
ington, it will be easy for you to find his exact address there. 

Looking forward to receive good news with regard to a glorious and final 
success conceming our institute, 

I remain, faithfully, yours, Henri von Daub. 



American National Institute (Prixode Paris), 

Paris, France, Januar'y 29, 1906. 

In conformity with the action of the Congress of the United States of 
America in regard to the American National Institute, we, the undersigned, 
having studied the matter and indorsed the project, will cordially cooperate 
with the commissioners of the United States Government if any are api)ointed. 

Henry Vignaud. 
Frank H. Mason. 
Félix Herbet. 
George H. Babbey. 
H. voN Daub. 
Matilda Smedley, 
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Amebican Embassy, 

PaHs, May 22, 1906, 
Miss Matilda Smedlet, 

1404 M atreetj Washington, D. C. 

Deab Miss Smedley : I hâve received ail your letters, and in reply to the last 
one» dated the llth instant, I must remark that you seem to be under th 
erroneous impression that this embassy can take some direct action in the mat 
ter of the grant made by the city of Paris to the institute. This is not so. The 
question has now taken an officiai ahape, and we can not ask anything or suggcst 
ony course without instruction, Nor can we accept the transfer of the grant 
to the United States without authority from the departmcnt to do so, This 
authority is the only thing needed hère, and you should dévote ail your time and 
energy in getting the department to send it at once, The amhassador has asked 
for it in an officiai letter to Mr. Root, dated May 11, in which he says that the 
transfer of the grant is likely to he madc, and asks *' what rcply I am to make 
to the city authorities of Paris when they notify me of the transfer of the 
landf" He adds, in a postscript, that he would like to get this instruction hy 
cable, You can see hy this that your work is on the other side whcre your 
opponents are and not hère where everything is working smoothly. 
Your old friend, 

Henby Vignaud. 




St. Paul, Minn., January 18, 1906, 
The Pbesident of the United States, Washington, 

Sib: For years I hâve been much interested in the American National In- 
stitute of v^hich I hâve known and wltnessed good, and believe our nation has 
come to that period in its history when something must be done, and I see no 
greater or more bénéficiai all-around outlook than is set forth in the work to 
which Miss Smedley has devoted the best years of her life. Honors hâve heen 
conferred on the work hy the French nation to so large an extcnt it would seem 
hut just and honorahle that our Qovcrnmcnt fully rccognize this fact hy recciv- 
ing the ground, now that a solution has hcen reached, and espccially that it is 
not a précèdent, " the United States Government having acccptcd ground,'' 

I heg your carnest and highest considération in your transmitting to Congrcss 
this generous gift, which I hclieve to he the only solution to such an article as 
I take the liherty to inclose, 

Each State taking a hand in its share of scholarships will equalize and con- 
serve a great force which will make for good, which now never rises above 
mediocrity, or goes to evil. It will at the same time place our nation on a 
higher plane and put us alongside of other nations, where we now begin to 
realize we do not stand, save in commercialism. 

Respect fully, John Ibeland, 

Archhishop of St, Paul, 



Januaby 18, 1906. 
Hon. Elihu Root, 

Secretary of State, Washington, 

EteAB Sib: I hâve caused to be forwarded to the Président, Mr. Roosevelt, 
the pétition I inclose for your information. The question of the American Na- 
tional Institute has been known in ail its détails to me since 1895, its clear con- 
ception and clean handling by its founder, Miss Smedley, and Mr. Von Daur, 
secretary-general, who hâve been honored by the French nation with great con- 
sidération, the work having received the indorsement of M. Loubet, ex-President 
of France, and M, Fallieres, the Président, The gift of ground so heautifully 
situated will add to our national honor and satisfy the great cry of our people 
who helieve in an all-around national outlook, 

Your high position and expérience will hâve hrought you in touch with much 
that we as a nation lack, 

The incorporators consider the institute one of great importance, and will, if 
carried forxoard on the Unes laid out, soon huild up at home what Sir Purdham 
Clark has so freely discussed, which, while truc, should never hâve heen allowed 
to come to a people who call themselves great, The article does not make a 
thinking man feel proud. 
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We beg you in communicating this gift to Congress to send with it a strong 
report in support of the work and its necessity, and trust that it may bring 
tbat august body of Congress to thinking, This I need not urge you to do, 
Yours, very slucerely, 

JosHUA L. Chamberlain. 



[Aflfaires Etrangères — Direction des Affaires politiques.] 

Paris, J février, 1907. 

Monsieur: Suivant le désir que vous m'en eauey exprime cet apris midi, 
j*ai l'honneur de vous faire savoir que Monsieur G. Louis Directeur des Affaires 
Politiques sera heurean de vous receuvir ainsi que Mademoiselle Smedley 
(Matilda). 

Lundi procliam y courant a 11 heures. 

Veuillez agreet. Monsieur les assurances de ma considération très distingue, 

Roger Cossan, 
Le Secrétaire du Directeur. 
Monsieur Henri von Daur, 

Délègue et Secrétaire Général de VInstitut National American, 

iiJf Avenue de Saxe, Paris, 



[Translation.] 

Paris, Octoher 5, 1906, 
Miss Smedley, 

Hôtel Powers, Paris. 

Dear Madam : I hâve in hand your new pamphlet of 1905 (Document No. 
167). 

I am pleased to see that you hâve obtained the ground we visited together 
at the corner of Avenue Sufifren and Quai d'Orsay, which I recommended to 
you in 1899. I do not think there is another in Paris so well situated as that 
one for the American National Institute (Prix de Paris). 

I trust you will recall to mind my collaboration at that perîod (1899) and 
the disinterestedness with which. as a Franco-American, I accomplished my 
task. 

You no doubt remember, although it is some time ago, how our acquaintance 
began. 

It was in September, 1899, when I was architect of the United States section 
for the exposition of 1900 that Mr. Peck called me into his office to introduce 
me to you and the secretary-general of the institute, Mr. Henri von Daur, in- 
structing me at the same time to place at your service my technical knowledge, 
as also my administrative relations, in considération of the importance of the 
work, which was to be under the auspices of the United States Government. 

Mr. Peck, whilst begging me to render you this service, added that if his 
budget was increased by the United States Government, for which he was 
hoping and of which he expressed himself almost certain, and that if, on your 
side, with my help, you obtained from the city of Paris the grant of a plot of 
ground on the borders of the Champ de Mars, he would appropriate the funds 
thus obtained, with those which he was already disposed to employ on the con- 
struction of the national pavillon, to erect a building which, during the exposi- 
tion, should be the United States Palace, and which should afterwards be given 
over to the work. Mr. Peck also instructed me to draw ont a plan for the in- 
stitute building. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Peck, who had thus engaged you, as well as myself, in 
this line of conduct, failed to carry ont his promise, and that is the reason why 
your work and my efforts were not crowned with success. 

I see from your pamphlet that you hâve made a great stride forward. I 
congratulate you upon this and hope that the promises made by the com- 
missary-general of the United States several years back will finally be fulfiUed, 
[nd that you will be enabled to build up in Paris so great and gênerons a work. 

J take advantage of thèse few Unes to assure you, as in the past, of my entire 
d^otion and collaboration. 

MORIN-GOUSTLAUX. 
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American National Institute, Prix de Paris, ^^eave 
24 Avenue de Saxe, Paris, Fehruary 28, lOotl^ 

Dear Miss Smedley: Only a few lines to-day to tell you that I had a mosi 
satisfactory audience with tlie new director of beaux arts, wbo is now a sous 
secrétaire of state, having the rank of a minister. Thls gentleman bas taken a 
deep interest in tbe work, and to sbow bis sympatby called tbe cbief of tbe 
cabinet for instruction of tbe beaux arts and tbe Prixe de Rome and instructed 
bim to give me ail tbe documents wbicb could be of value to tbe organization 
of tbe American National Institute. 

Tbe sous secrétaire does not doubt in tbe least tbat our Government will do 
everytbing to furtber sucb a meritorious work, an bonor to France and of 
immense benefit to our deserving and talented young students. 

Yesterday I bad a visit by appointment witb Mr. Pascal, wbo is now tbe 
arcbitect of National Library, consequently belongs to tbe ministry of public 
instruction and fine arts. Mr. Pascal was very nice and will forward me a 
letter (like Mr. Carrere's), wbicb I asked bim to address to you so you can use 
it to tbe best advantage at Wasbington. I will send you tbese letters as soon as 
they come into my possession, witb an officiai note. 

* V 4: 4c * « ai: 

Respectfully, Henri von Daur. 



Carrere & Hastings, Architects, 

New Yorky July 13, 1905, 

Dear Miss Smedley: Confirming wbat I said to you and to Mr. von Daur, 
secretary-geueral of tbe American National Institute, Mr. Hastings's and my 
interest in tbe entire project is so genuine tbat we want to belp you in every 
way tbat lies in our power, and as far as tbe building is concerned our services 
in any capacity wbicb you and tbe directors may désire are entirely at your 
disposai, and we sball be very glad to consider tbe matter as a public service 
witbout any question of rémunération. We understand tbat tbe city of Paris, 
baving donated tbe land, will require tbe work to be done under tbe direction 
and witb tbe approval of tbe city arcbitect, witb wbom we sball be only too 
glad to collaborate. 

Yours, very truly, 

(Signed) John M. Carrere. 

Miss Matilda Smedley, 

Murray Bill Hôtel, New York. 



[Copy.] 



Minifitry of Public Instruction and Fine Arts. Superintendent of Construction, 

National Library, 

[Translation.] 

Paris, March 2, 1906, 
Miss Matilda Smedley. 

Madam : By request of Mr. von Daur, secretary-general of tbe American 
National Institute, wbo bas kept me well informed since a long time of tbis 
meritorious project you are so mucb interested in — tbat is, of tbe founding in 
Paris of an American National Institute for tbe purpose of receiving, for a 
period of years, sucb students of tbe United States wbo bave passed at borne 
a compétition and would be entitled to pursue tbeir studies in tbe arts, letters, 
and sciences under tbe best auspices — I bave tbe bonor to address you my 
homage and respect for tbis gênerons enterprise. 

I bave beard also of tbe efforts made by you and Mr. von Daur to obtain 
the bigbest patronage in tbis country and in America, and I am well aware of 
tbe gênerons gift of a beautiful plot of land granted by tbe municipality of 
tbe city of Paris fer the érection of said institute. 

I renew to you tbe assurances of my great interest in tbe success of tbis 
work and my participation In your noble efforts in tbe measure wbere my good 
offices can possibly be of assistance to you. 

Please believe, madam, tbe expression of my most devoted and respectful 
sentiments, 

(Signed) J. L. Pascal, 

Inspector-Oeneral of the Public Gonstructionê,. 

Membcr of the Institute de France, 
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[Translation.] 



/ENT OF Public Instruction and Fine Arts, 
^ Office of the Dibector, Palais Royal, 

^ Paris, January i7, 1905. 

r-GENEBAL : 

le very kind letter with whieh you hâve favored me, I hâve 

.•e you that I am very happy to express uiy appréciation of 

1 has suggested the establishmeut of the " American National 

ris, and I deeply feel the compliment thus paid to our countiy 

aiix. n making this choice. 

My hv. ration will be happy to second the purposes of the city of Paris 

favoring tiii^ project by furnishing to the représentât ives of the society ail 
information at our disi)osal regarding instruction in fine arts, and the methods 
and régulations which prevail in France for the organization of the beaux arts. 
I beg you to accept, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurance of my highest 
considération. 

H. Mabcele, 
IHrector of Beaux Arts. 
Mr. VON Daur, 

Secretary-General of the American National Institute, 

24 Avenue de Saxe. 



1907 N Street NW., 
Washington, D. C, March 2, 1906. 

My dear JNIiss Smedley: I am glad you hâve returned and hope that this 
session of Congress may crown youç endeavors with success — if not, why not? 

Inclosed I send a clipping that might suggest a Waterloo; but in my opinion 
your work is too far advanced to be defeated. 

I return the statement you hâve made of the Alpha and Oméga of your work 
that I read with much iuterest, creatiug a revival of rccoîlections ; and permit 
we to admit that, in my opinion, you fail to inake one point as strong as it 
shouUl he made, for it is vital and could and should he made the hasic stand- 
point of an obligation unfulfllled by our Government, nam^ly, The French Expo- 
sition transaction, 1900, that groandcd your ship of success on the coast of 
éelay. Who did itf is the question. I feel an explanation is due not only to 
the founder, hut an apology to France, for as the matter stands now it has 
pUwcd our Government in a false position hard to undcrstand — in view of ail 
the pledges, promises, and législation since that date (1900) apparently with 
the end in view — to redeem an obligation! The gift should not hâve been 
encouraged, had it bccn undesired, for with nations as with individuals there 
4s étiquette in such matters that must be observed or complications follow. 

I wish you would recall a visit I made to your studio to meet Governor Cham- 
berlin to discuss " ways and means," and a décision was reached that gave 
mu tuai pleasure that you should dévote endeavors to secure scholarships from 
that date to be prepared for the close of the French Exposition — ^for the pro- 
posed United States building was regarded assured for the Art Institute, as 
Président McKinley and ail interested proposed and expected — to be, left a 
'mémorial of 1900 to carry ont your plans to promote the talent of our country 
and materially aid our students who désire and seek the artistic atmosphère 
of France, when to the dismay of our people the building was demolished, and 
^our work, aim, and purpose was practically defeated; a building destroyed th^it 
had cost our Government thousarids of dollars, which should hâve been erected 
"upon land conceded by the city of Paris, for a spécifie purpose, with the clear 
und well-defined understanding that after the building had filled its object to 
honor the United States it should continue to stand a mémorial to art. Why 
^uch destruction tvas permitted I do not know, but I do know, however, that 
€very détail had been carefully worked out, includi/ng time and expense, to 
maintain the foundation through state scholarships and private bequests, that 
créât ed extended interest then that can not be revivcd now or at least under 
the same conditions. The destruction of the building was regarded by those 
interested not only an outrage to feelings and finance, but an insuit to France 
after the generous concession of a valuable site " to honor art " had been for- 
mally made and recognized by our Government. I felt then as I do now that 
a mistake had been made; and recently the plaster cast épisode indicates more 
than one mistake was made at that time to invite ctiticisms of our methods in 
making and accepting gifts. 
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I have a very decided opinion regarding the whole matter that I will leave 
unexpressed, but will recall another memory wlth a suggestion tbat may " force 
the situation," with a degree of honor to ail concerned, and especially make the 
donors of the site, patriotically extended, think better of our mode of acceptance. 

At one time you were told by an officiai " that préjudice existed in the mindt 
of some of our public nien against erecting an art building abroad under patron- 
age of the Government until our ambassadors were properly provided with 
homes; that spécial législation would be required for the United States to 
receive and to own estâtes in Europe," and it was suggested that you defer 
Asking for an appropriation to erect the art building until congressional action 
could be secured to own embassies as desired. Secretary Hay being a friend 
to the work, his opinion was regarded judgment. Further the time has corne 
that was forecast. A bill is before Congress to secure an appropriation of 
$5,000,000 for home houses for our ambassadors worthy of our country. // 
theinstitute MU is endangeredy I suggcst an amendment be offercd to increase 
Ui^ appropriation $500,000 to secure a home house for our art pupils. I believe 
our people would as willingly provide for our children of talent as for our 
représentatives. / want both the embassies and the institute, for the seal of 
a nation means much and is respect ed next to a flag, and our stu^ents should 
be respected as coequals with any European nation. We know a country and 
people is judged by its art and culture, and how better could we enhance our 
réputations or enrich our country than to promote genius and talent of our 
people amid proper environments? It has becn argucd, *'Let our people stay at 
home/' My rcply is, We hâve preliminary means; Europe has finishing 
methods. 

I still adhère to the plan marked out by ray son in view of founding the 
United States academy of art upon parallel lines of West Point and Annapolis 
to secure desired results. A preliminary school of art at the capital for our 
students under compétitive conditions; the prize, a scholarship abroad. Had 
Darling lived; his plan would hâve received récognition, for our people believe 
In art, and we are told the voice of the i)eople is the voice of God. Let us hope 
it will be the vote of Congress. 

With renewed assurances and the hope to see you soon, believe me, wlth every 
good wish for a speedy realization of hopes desired, 
Very sincerely, 

Flora Adam s Dabling, A. M. 

P. S. — There is no argument against receiving European gifts. That point / 
was officially settled when our Government accepted with due houor the gift of 
Siam, and as set forth in state document 1884 the statue of Frederick the Great 
from Germany. Personally I prefer real estate. Therefore I wish for embas- 
sies and iustitute, and what I wish for I work for. 

D. 



Pbince Devawongsa to Mr. Halderman. 

Private Secretary's Offfice, Grand Palace, 

Bangkok, September 2, 1884» 

Monsieur le Ministre : In considération of the strong sentiments of f riend- 
ship which you and your government hâve held toward His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, and in considération of your faithful observance of treaty relations, I 
hâve the honor to inform you that my gracions sovereign has been pleased to 
buy the house now occupied by your excellency as the United States légation, 
and to présent it to the United States Government as a token of His Majesty's 
strong attachment of friendship for the United States of America. His 
Majesty trusts that it will be acceptable to your Government. I am commended, 
therefore, to request that your excellency, as the représentative of your Govern- 
ment, take, hold, and possess in perpetuity the sald house, grounds, and ail 
the buiRlings and fences in the compound in front of Wat Muang Khei. 

I hâve to add that the yearly contribution of 140 ticals ($84) to the said 
Monastery or Wat will not, perhaps, be objected to by your Government, as it 
has been the custom of ail former owners of this place to contribute this 
charity to that church, and, knowing the good free will of United States citi- 
zens, I am sure you will not wish to violate the reasonable customs of the 
locality. I venture to hope that your excellency will not find it burdensome to 
comply with this custom ; and so, the entire ownership of this proi)erty hereby 
passes to your excellency's Government. 

I avall myself, etc., Devawongsa Varoprakab. 
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Mb. Davis to Mb. Halderman. 

No. 57.1 Depabtment of State, 

Washington, September 11, 188Jt, 

Sib: I hâve réceived your No. 103, of July 16 last, accompanied by a copy 
of a letter addressed to you, wherein Prince Nares Warariddhl, of the* spécial 
mission from Siani, lately in the United States, speaks of the cordial réception 
afiforded his mission hère. While his letter has been read with appréciation, 
yet I may observe that the United States Government has always found pleasure 
in testitying its good will to those foreign Govemments which manifest a dis- 
position to become better acquainted with oiir country, its institutions, and 
modes of progress; and omits no course which may serve to knit doser their 
mutual relations of friendliness and material beneât. 
I am, etc., 

John Davis. Acting Secretary, 



Mb. Halderman to Mr. Frelinghuysen. 

[Extract.] 

No. 114.] Légation of the United States, 

Bangkok, 8iam, Septemher S, 188Jh 

(Réceived October 20.) 

Sir: His Majesty the King of Siam, in considération of the American Gov- 
emment's warm friendship and of your représentative' s " faithful observance 
of treaty relations," has been pleased to présent to the United States the house, 
outbuildings, and leasehold estate in grounds now occupied by this légation. 

Particulars are set forth in accompanying copy of dispatch this day réceived 
from His Royal Highness Prince Devawongsa, His Majesty's secretary. 

I hâve communicated to His Majesty my grateful acknowledgments and high 
appréciation of the sentiment that inspired the gift, and my purpose to report 
same, without delay, to the Président and Secretary of State of the United 
States. 

The house is now occupied by the undersigned, and is the same upon which 
I had obtained a lease for sixteen years. I hâve assigned that contract of lease, 
without considération or expense, to my Government. 

The improvements upon the compound hâve cost probably $10,000 or more. 
The main building, 84 by 58 feet, is of wood, brick, and cément, two stories 
high, with attap roof, flfteen rooms, and wide vérandas. It will be noted that 
a ground rent of $84 annually is expected to be paid. 

The property is advantageously situated between the British agency and 
consulate-general and the Siamese custom-house, in the midst of the business 
part of the city of Bangkok, with a river frontage of 166 feet, extending back 
149 feet. 

V V V V V V ^ 

I beg to express the great Personal satisfaction I hâve in making this 
communication. 

I hâve, etc., John A. Halderman. 



Mb. Frelinghuysen to Mb. Halderman. 

No.68.1 Depabtment of State, 

Washington, Octoher 24, 1884. 

Sib: I hâve had the pleasure to receive your No. 114 of the 3d ultimo, 
wherein you announce that His Majesty the King of Siam has donated to the 
United States a house and grounds at Bangkok for légation purposes. 

The Président has been much gratifled at this gênerons action of His Majesty, 
which évidences at the same time his great liberality and his friendship for the 
Government of the United States, in whose name, by direction of the Président, 
I désire you to express to His Majesty its sincère thanks, adding that upon 
the meeting of Gongress in Decemher next the gift will he suitahly communU 
oated to it 

I am, etc., Yveù^yl T, Y^elis^^xjxsïitï, 
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[Buildings and grounds for légation in Siam.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, January 22, 1885. 

Sir: I hâve the honor to advert to the statement of the Président in his 
récent message to Congress that " the Siamese Government ha s i)resented to the 
United States a commodious mansion and grounds for the occupancy of the 
légation," and to ask that, as provided by the act of Congress approved July 7, 
1884, you will address the Committees on Appropriations of the Senate and 
House to the end that an appropriation of $250 may be inunediately made to 
make needful repairs to the premises in question. 

This appropriation is urgently asked at the instance of Mr. Halderman, the 
United States minister at Bangkok, whose dispatch. No. 121, upon the condition 
of the légation building indlcates that certain repairs are necessary. The sum 
named will probably suffice for the présent to put the building in comfortable 
condition. 

I hâve the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

Fred'k t. Frelinghuysen. 

Hon. HUGH McCULLOCH, 

Sccretary of the Trcasury. , 



Baltimore, Md., July 10, 1899, 

1 beg to inform Miss Smedley that every undertaking which contributes to 
the advantage of maukind and scientific improvement of an American student 
meets with my cordial support, and I hope that the work in which she is 
engaged will attain the success it deserves. 

J. (Cardinal) Gibbons. 



The active support of Arclibishop Ireland has not once faltered. The Rabbin 
di Temple Emmanuel, Gustave Gottheil, indorsement stands with Archbishop 
Corrigan's and Bishop Potter's, and each echoes the other. AVe hope for the 
success of a work that means so much for our future as a nation. 



Collège of William and Mary, 
WiUiamsburg, Va,, April 6, 1909. 
Mrs. Flora Adam s Darling, 

Washington, D. G. 

My Dear Madam : I cordially approve the project of an American institute in 
Paris for students. It would prove a great attraction and convenience, and a 
great many more Americans would avail themselves of the advantages of the 
French metropolis than do at présent. It would foster a sympathetic collection 
of home people who would be mutually helpful to one another. I trust that 
Congress will think favorably of the project. 

I am, yours, sincerely, Lyon G. Tyler, 

Président of William and Mary Collège. 



624 Madison Avenue, 
tfew York City, May 28, 1908. 

Dear Madam : I am in receipt of yours of the 27th and congratulate you on 
the progress of the act to incorporate the American National Institute in Paris, 
which has almost been a lifelong work with you. 

It is not necessary for me to refer to the merits and necessity of the estab- 
lishment of such an institution. I expect you hâve explained the merits to 
those to whom you hâve appealed, and esi)ecially to the Members of the Senate 
of the United States. For that reason I do not wish to interrupt the Members 
of Congress at this moment with a long letter setting forth from my standpoint 
the merits of the act. I am familiar with the work from many years of asso- 
ciation and I indorse it. If there be any value in réputation, and if I possess 
any, I am willing to stake much of my réputation on the merits of the mfta«Mx<î; 
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and the merciful aid that will be provlded to our art students wlthin the walls 
of the American National Institute in Paris when established. 

With the assurance of my sincère regards, I am, faithfully, yours, 

John D. Cbimmins. 
Miss Matilda Smedley. 



St. Paul, AprU U, 1908. 

My Dear Miss Smedley: In accordance with your letter I wrote a strong 
letter to Mr. Tawney. He now answers that he is very much interested in your 
Project and will do ail he can to obtain for it favorable action in Congress. 
He adds that there niust be first an agreement between the State Department 
and the French Government I suppose there was some such agreement when 
Mr. Hay was Sécréta ry of State. Is Mr* Root ready to take up the matter as 
Mr. Hay did? If so you can call on Mr. Tawney to fulflll his promise. 
Very sincerely, 

John Ireland. 

Miss M. Smedley. 



Carrere & Hastings, Architects, 

225 FiFTH Avenue, 
New York, May 8, 1908. 

My Dear Miss Smedley: I am delighted to receive your letter and to leam 
such good news of our project for the American National Institute in Paris. I 
hope that it will soon materialize, and I want again to assure you of our Inter- 
est and to remind you that we stand as ready as ever, Mr. Hastings and I, to 
help you with the building. 

With kindest regards, believe me, as ever, very truly, yours, 

John M. Carrere. 
Miss Matilda Smedley, 

New York City. 



[Ella Wheeler WIlcox in the New York Journal.] 

The Future of the American Student. 

the american national institute, prix de paris, ^aris, france. 

During my stay in Paria nothing interested me more relative to my own 
country than the American student life in that great center of learning. On 
inquiry I found to my surprise that there were between 3,000 and 4,000 Ameri- 
can students in Paris pursuing ail branches of éducation. 

Upon close investigation I discovered that most of them were poorly equipped 
for their studios, either through insufficient training at home, insufficTont 
means, sometimes from want of real talent, and oftener from not knowing 
how to place themselves. 

It sometimes takes them months before they can settle down to real work. 
This seems very sad wheii we think of our boys and girls being 3,000 miles 
from home with no one to direct them in such an intellectual* world as is 
found in Paris. It simply beconies a maze to them. 

In the face of such conditions I was searching for a remedy, when the work 
of the American National Institute was brought under my notice. I at once 
became interested, and found in it ail the éléments necessary to meet the re- 
quirements both intellectual and material of our youths. I succeeded in 
obtaining a copy of an officiai document published by the United States Gov- 
ernment. 

This document sets forth the scope of the work which is based upon the 
same principle, greatly enlarged, of the Prix de Rome and the Ecole des Beaux 
Arts of France for French students. 

Such work carried ont as planned on national lines, each State of the Union 
fumishing its own scholarships by state législation and private donations, 
would soon build up in the United States an atmosphère of science, arts, and 
letter s which without such a national institution could never be attained. 

The scholarships would permit the prize students to enjoy a three-year 
course of training under compétent masters under whatever branch they were 
following, for I was happy to find that the broad scope of this work covered 
ail branches of éducation. 
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Suçh an institution, as is to be readily seen, would place the students 
where they would at once corne in contact with what is highest and best and 
give them a . prestige whlcli would command attention and respect, elevate 
their moral standard, and retum them to their country to be an honor and 
pride. 

Furthermore, this institution would create a patriotism in tbe student from 
the very fact of its national character ; the American dollar as a gênerai fund 
would support it and American law would regulate it. 

I hâve been highly gratified to leam from some of the most distinguished 
people themselves what they had already done and were still going to do ta 
advance the work. 

The ground that has been given by the municipality of the city of Paris 
with the indorsement of the French Government of the érection of the insti- 
tute building is situated in one of the most beautiful and healthy quarters of 
Paris — on the Champs de Mars, opposite the Trocadero. * This ground is ta 
be tumed over to the United States Government, the offer having been made 
in 1899, when it was expected that our Government would hâve erected 
thereon a permanent building to serve for the United States Palace during 
the exposition of 1900, and then given over afterwards for the purpose of the 
institute. This would hâve fulfilled the obligation which arose at that time 
toward the French Government, as is amply set forth by the officiai docu- 
ments, and would hâve encouraged the States and private individuals ta 
reciprocate the generosity of the French nation. 

I hâve further learned upon inquiry that the gift of ground has not yet 
been withdrawn. I notice also in this document that nothing further is 
expected from our central Government than to take over the ground and see 
that a building is erected upon it, thereby assuring to the institute a national 
character which should be lasting. 

To çvery intelligent American this work from its very nature must appeaU 
and its initiators should live in the hearts of every American father and 
mother. 

I hâve found that it has been the " Prix de Rome " that has made France 
gréa t. Why, then, should not the "Prix de Paris" make America great? 

I ani really growing enthusiastic over this subject, and in tend to pursue 
it. Anyone to read in the officiai volume the long séries of letters, gifts, 
indorsenients, resolutions, etc., of the most distinguished people of France 
and America would be astonished and wonder why the United States Govern- 
ment has been so tardy in meeting its obligation to bring about this great 
benef action. I consider, as so many others do, that it is the gréa test work 
that has ever been initia ted for our country, and that it will bring the most 
lasting results. 



8 West Seventy-first Street, 

New York, May 5, 1905. 

Dear Miss Smedley: George Washington was aptly called the Father of bis 
country. Since his day there hâve been Defenders and Preservers. They 
were ail meu. But it was left to a woman, which was proper, to win no less 
distinction in mothering the art of America. And that the Mother of our Art 
should be a Miss is eminently fitting — nothing could be more in keeping with 
the tradition and siyrit of art. I felicitate you on your noble infant, Prix de 
Paris, fathered by the idéal and brought forth from a décade of unselfish labor. 
May it grow to bless you through the centuries ! May it put the soûl of beauty 
into our people and place a new star high into the heavens of the world's work l 

With profound admiration and equal Personal esteem, I am, 
Yours, always, 

(Signed) Ralcy Husted Bell. 



Virginia, May 2i, 190S. 

My Dear Miss Smedley: Through the kindness of Mrs. Flora Adanis 
Dârling I hâve been made acquainted with your magnificent, aye, colossal, 
work in conceiving the idea and founding the American National Institute in 
Paris. I hâve tried to study the impression you hâve made on ail the great 
minds who hâve considered the subject, and I believe no one could contemplate 
the work or its object with indifférence, and also that everyone who has given 
it a thought has responded enthusiastically to the one great aim — the préserva- 



